PEASANT LIFE 



IN GERMANY 



BY ANNA C 



JOHNSON 



Anna C. Johnson 



IIP 

Digidzed by ^oo^le 



> 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



PEASANT LIFE 



IN 



GERMANY. 



BY 



Miss Anna C. Johnson, 

Author of the "Iroquois," "Myrtle Wreath/* etc., etc. 




NEW YORK: 
GHAKLES SORXBNER, 124 GRAND STREET. 

1858. 



> Msevdinff to Art or Oamm% fa fhs THV I8H, bgr 
0HARLK8 SORTBNSB 

la aeik't Olllce of Ibe DMflrirt Court of Km UiiiMd Stot«*,for Uu SouUtera DUirktof N«w York. 



r of « A 4B Gboln Bmr. T. 



QcoMB RVMBLL A Co^ Pntiten, 

•1 BMkWHi SU, N. T. 



Digitized by Google 



TO 



8AU1TSL RICKSB, 



^*001l8ULKIBiaBAL OP VBM UNITID BTATB9 OF IMBBIOA, VOS THB HANSBinO 



AMD van omBB of Tsni maauM oonfbdoatiom." 



THIS YOLUMK 
IB BB8PB0TFULLY IMBOBIBXD, 

IN TB3TIM0MY OF TUB OBATITUDB OP TBE ACTHO& FOB THE FBOTBCTION AMZ> 
A8aiBTAM«lB 00BDIALt.T APPOBDBD IN ALI. PLAOK ITITIIIM HIS JUBI8N0* 
TION, AND FOB BIB COXVENDATOBT IKTBODITOTIONa TO OTBBB CON- 
8ULAB AGENTS, WUXCU SECUttED FOK UER ALL TUB OFFICIAL 
AND FBIBMDLT AID BBB NBIDBD UPON A DIFFIOUUT BI8SI0N 
Df A BTBANOB LAND. 



. d by Google 



1 



yi. jd by Google 



CONTENTS 



PAOB 

Intboduotoby, 9 



CHAPTRR T. 

First Impressiona— Going to Chorch—Sunday Pic-Nic— Amnsemcnta-- 

Manners and Customs, 31 

CHAPTER II. 

Unity, Liberty, and Slavery, 49 

CHAPTER m. 

Aristocracy — OflBcials— Passports fll 

• CHAPTER lY. 
Costamos — Feudal Oppression— Religion, 73 

CHAPTER V. 

Military System and its Effects, 83 

CHAPTER VT. 

Rise and Decay of Feudalism — Growth of Free Cities — Annual Dinner of 

Merchants and Sea-Captains at Bremen, 07 

6 



Dini'i-od by Google 



vi 



CONTENTS. 



fiHAPTRR Yir. 



nrTAPTER virr.. 


. 127 


Cn AFTER IX. 
Agricaltare — ^Irrigation— Sapcrstitions — ^Flax-Raising, 


. 141 


• 

CHAPTER X. 

Fairs— Hoasekeepibg— Domestics — Art in Europe and America, 


. 167 


CHAPTER XT. 

Valloy of the Rhine — Commerce — Luther — Guttcnbcrp, . 


. 172 






CHAPTl-R XTTI. 





CHAPTER XTV, 

The Palatinate — The Vintage— St. Werner— The Jews — Nuremberg — 
Wine Drinking — Grape- Cure, . • 210 

CHAPTER XV. 

The OdcnwaUl — Charchcs — Funerals— Balls — Smoking — Drinking — Want 
of Politeness— Immorality— Marriage and Betrothals, . . . .221 

CHAPTER XVI. 

The OdcnwalJ—Tobacco Raiaing and Smoking — Black Bread — Costumes 
— Games— Legend of Emma and Eginhard— Wild Animals, . . . 235 



Google 



CONTENTS. Vii 
CHAPTER YVIT. 

PAGK 

• WaahiDK—Saaerkraatr— House Furnitore— Housekeeping— Girls going to 
America — School Sj-stem and Schools — Paper's — Masters — ^Education 



of Girls. 252 

fiHAPTieR YVTTL 

Division of Land — Taxes — Habita of Life — Bninnen— Village Life— Scene 
at the Brannen— A Meeting and a Marriage, 266 



CHAPTBR XIX. 

The Black Forest— Postillions— Funn HnnHPs— Fo nd— Wom en and Cows 
— ^Windmills — A Geniuui Yankee — Porcelain Stovea — A Mother, but 



not married — Braiding Straw — Clocks— The Tax-Gathcrcr — Inns — 
Boarding-Honses, 281 

CHAPTER XX. 

Agricultural Fairs — Costumes — Garden FestivaLs, 299 

CHAPTER XXL 

Amusements — A Pastor's Welcome — A Village Raising — Marriage Con - 
tracta — Weddings — Gold and Silver Weddings— Birth-Days — Name - 
Days— GamesT 311 

CHAPTER XXTL 



Costumes — Women working in the Field — Lodgings at an Inn — Kitchen 
Work — Recipe for preserving Fresh Fruit — Cider Making — Tilca — Carts 
— ^Wooden Utensils — Apple-Bee — Sausages — Food— Chimney-Sweeps 
—Titles— Etiquette of Calling— Betrothals, 351 

CHAPTER XXTTL 

Amusements — Palmers — Shrines — Mariazelle — Maria Tafcl — Black Lady 
of Altotting — St. Wenceslans — Easter Monday in Vienna — ^Whitsuntide 
in Frankfort on the Maine— Conflrmation— Christmas, .... 340 



Vm CONTENTS. 

nHAPTF.R YYTV. 

AmoscmentB Continoed — Observance of Sanday — Change of Manners m 
the New World— Peasant Manners in Tharingia— Feast of the GraskB- 
nig, or Grass-king— Wedding Festivities — Costtune — Universal Fond- 
ness for Sport — Inqnisitivenesa — Fenuriousnesa, 358 

CHAPTER YYV 

Mirier.s and Lace Weavers of Saxony — Fanners of Sclileswig HolsteiD, 
of Westphalia, and Oldenburg, and of Nortlicrit Prussia — Supersti- 
tions — Amher Fisheries — Costuiuca — Dutch Settlers on the Vistula — 
St Bartholomew's Day at Berlin— Fflngsten, 872 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

Education in Germany— Ipvcution—Artiata — ^The German Element in the 
United States — ^Emigration — Picture of a German Family preparing to 
go to America, 386 

APPENDIX 406 



PEASANT LIFE IN GERMANY, 



INTRODUCTORY, 

" To Gebmany V* YeSf to Germany/' " And do yon intend 
to write a book — ^to add another to the catalogue of stnpid 
details of tn&Telers' experiences, telling how many times yon 

lost your carpct-ba<?, how many lords, and dukes, and nobles 
yon saw, aud how mauy times they condescended to bow to 
you ; how far o£F yon were permitted to stand to gaze at a 
princess, and how some stupid old baron permitted yon to walk 
through his stables, provided you uncovered your head in the 
presence of his horses, and left not the dust of your republi- 
can feet on the threshold of his dog-kennel ?" 

Tes, indeed, we intend to write a book, thoni^h not after that 
fashion. We do not intend to make it a copy of guide-books, 
as those have done who write as yon portray, taking Terbatim 
descriptions of castles from MmtRAT and Bobdikeb ; talking 
of dinners in the palaces of dignitaries which they never 
ate ; going into ecstasies over cathedrals which they never 
entered, and enthasiastically expatiating npon pictures and 
marble figures, because they were executed by old masters, 
and which very likely they never saw. We intend to write 
a book, and yon shall see that there are not only new things 
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10 PEASANT lAFE, IN GEiiMANY. 

to be seen under the sun, but new things to be said. We 
viU describe the people— who ha?e been passed by as if they 
were dogs, or worms to be trodden upon, becaase they bend 

their necks to the yoke of princes. We will tell you how they 
live in the cottages, for into these we shall certainly find ad- 
mittance. 

" The peasantry V* exclaims a fiAShionable yoang lady, 

** those stupid people, what can you tell about a blowzy old 
Frau, making Saiierkrautl" 

By this, we confess, onr spirits were a little damped, bat we 
still answered, "Ton shall see." 

Another exclaims, "Alone, what can yon do traveling 
alone — and how are yon to understand them ? Yon do not 
speak the language, and in no two Tillages do they speak the 
same language." 

Alas I deeper and deeper did onr heart sink at tliis. 
"Alone," to be sure ; but that we were in this humiliating 
position did not make as fear or tremble. We only thought 
of " what the world would say.'' We were doing something 
unconventional, and might as well commit regicide. The lan- 
guage wc did not know, but that we could learn. In spite of 
ail this, we heard a Toice, saying, " Go, and the Lord will 
prosper you." 

"We came, dear reader, and if prosperity is any evidence 
that the Lord has been with us. we need not spend any more 
words to prove that we have done toell, in departing from the 
beaten track of tourists, and departing from a certain conven- 
tional rule that would have doomed us to a life of idleness and 
uselessuess, had we obeyed it, instead of obeying the voice of 
God in our souL 

Tet it was with a depression apon onr spirits, not to be told 
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ia words, that we fouud ourselves alone upon the (^ck of the 
great steamer, that bright, doudless day, the 21st of March, 
185*7; and as one hj one the cables are slipped, one by one the 
ropes are loosened, one by one the chains fall heavily, the anchor 
heaves and the good ship Hermann drops down the bay, we 
feel as if the chords of our heart were snapped, and every 
link that bonnd ns to earth were severed, instead of a few 
threads torn asunder that connect us to our native land, and 
that will only be cemented all the strouger when we come back, 
with the lore of home and friends and country increased a 
thonsand-fold. 

Yet we were not long alone. It was a gallant ship with a 
gallant captain,* as ever sailed the seas. We had none of the 
ordinary "sea voyage" experience. The vessel was like a 
lady's parlor for neatness ; the discipline, we were told, was 
like that of a man-of-war, but so perfect we could not see any 
. dkcipline at all. The company was as if the captain had in- 
vited a select few to spemd a fortni|^t agreeaUy together, and 
all the way to Southampton was one long day of new and firesh 
delight. We enjoyed every moment the exhilaration which 
breathes in each word and line of Barry Cornwall's song : 

The 868, the sea; the open sea I 
The blue, the fresh, the ever free I" 

being in all its variations a new world of beaaty and glory 
and majesty. 

We have always heard of the sailor's love for his ship and 
the mighty deep, and learned, if not to understand it, at least 



* Captain Edward Iliggiss. The ship haa since passed into other hands, and he hag 
Un the sea. 
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to woDdei^at it, for not ia a year, or any nnmbcr of year^, liad 
any cot upon the land so linked itself to onr affections, or the 
commnnion of many months so bonnd onr heart in holy sym- 
pathy and friendship, as these few days shut out from all the 
world beside, tossed in a frail bark upon the roiling waves. 

Bremen was onr destined port ; and now came the pang, the 
sting for which there was no bahn — a bitter cop which had in 
it no drop of sweetness. We learned for the first time the 
angoish of parting when we said good bye to ship and ship's 
companions, and fonnd onrselTes upon the little boat that was 
to take ns lazily up the Weser. Not a word conld we nnder- 
Btand, to be sure, of the jargon that was jingling and grating 
npon onr ears. "How can it be possible," we exclaimed, 
''when Qod made of one blood all nations nnder Heaven, 
that they can make themselyes so diiferent, not only in tongne 
and tint, but in all thought and action. In all that is within 
and all that is without, there is scarcely a homan resemblance 
between the American and the Grerman.'' 

The first feature of the land, upon which onr eyes rest, tells 
us of the transition from the new world to the old — the little 
mud-walled cottages, oyer which the grass has grown till they 
look like green monnds dotting the plain npon which they 
stand. Even the green is not the light, fresh green of an 
American meadow, but darker, and the stems more thickly set 
npon the sod. How much heavier the little fishing smack and 
the great net of the fishermen. How strangdy the quaint 
little boats dot the borders of the stream, and how stiff and 
grim frown these old walls as we near the city. What narrow, 
dingy, crime and poverty nestling^places are these old streets. 
Yes, we are in the old world, where antiquity is the pride and 
boast. 
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Bremen is not renowned for art or for anything that attracts 
strangers to dwell long within its borders. Tet it is one of the 
most beantifal of German cities. After the French war, the 
ramparts were demolished, as they were also in Hamburg and 
Frankfort, and converted into beautiful promenades, for plea- 
snre-loring throngs. The ditch was widened and filled with 
water, which is often renewed and Irept firesh by pamps which 
connect it with the river, and running, as it does, in a winding 
wi^ through the centre of the town, affords most delightful 
and refreshing retreats for those who will walk or rest at any 
hour of the day. 

Our first exclamation is. How beautiful I And as we wander 
about, whichever way we turn our eyes, there is something that 
strikingly evmces a love of that which gratifies the taste, and * 
brings over the body and spirit a dreamy, languid sensuousness, 
instead of waking it up to thought and action. This is to be 
found and experienced everywhere, and to an American is pecu- 
liarly grateful, coming as he does fh>m the excitement and 
whirl of the modem Babel, and Ashing as he does for a little 
time to forget care and business, and revel in enjoyment. If we 
had traveled from city to city in this way, with no time or 
thought, or wish for anything but the beautiful, we should have 
returned as our countrymen do, to say, " Oh, that we could be 
like unto them 1" 

But our mission led us also among the contrasts to all these 
« things. Alas I what a gulf between the prince and peasant 
— ^the palace and cottage I We have seen both, and have 
only one predecessor in this new field of observation which we 
have chosen. Twenty years ago, Howitt dweb three years in a 
(German village, and wrote of the rural life of the people. 
"We have done the same, though upon a different plan, and pro- 
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iittiug somewhat by his ad?ice and experieace, executed oar 
task in a diflBsrent way. We bare dwelt a little while in many 
Tillages, instead of a long time in one, and having no house of 

our own, were obliged to dwell with tlieiu, night and day, and 
thus became initiated into their ways of thinking and li?iag, as 
would be irapossible in mere casual yisits. Our readers will 
probably still wonder how we oonld learn all these things while 
the language was yet a sealed book. If they accompany us on 
the way, they will see tliat we were not only pleasantly, but 
ttmoenHtmoBf attended — ^not a angle mile did we go aIon&— 
spent not a day without the companionship that waa both 
more agreeable and more profitable than that of any fashion- 
able lady, whose silks and satins and fastidious tastes would 
have made her an object of aTersion to the honest Bauervolk, 
and among whom she would not hare thought it possible to liTe 
a day. No lady or gentleman could accompany us upon such 
a tour, and only one who would write a book would make the 
toor herself. But we found no difficulty in obtaining at any 
tune a young gurl who could speak German and English; and a 
peasant girl, whose mother tongue is the dialect of the illite- 
rate, can better understand other dialects of the same class 
than one who speaks the language accordmg to its granmiatical 
construction. A young girl of this description could also 
^ obtain for me information which I could not obtain for mvself, 
if I spoke e?ery dialect, as she would immediately be admitted 
to theur confidence. Other girls would tell her their secrets ; . 
and, being in her company, they do not distrust me. One, as 
will be set'ii, made Jwr ludc in this way. Anioug the peasantry, 
when a girl has obtained a lover and husband, it is called, 
making her htck, She is settled for life. When a man is 
refused, he ge$8 a.bashet instead of a mUkn, as with us. Bat 
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thej add also, whea accepted, he has a basket with a whole 
bottom, A great reproach it is, and very sheepish he looks, 

when it is whispered about, " he has had a basket wUhaiU a 
boitom,^' 

Sometimes when this has happened to some luckless swain, 
he finds npon the door-handle, or nnder his window, when he 

comes forth in the morning, an old basket, the foundations of 
which are eatirely gone. And far off stand a group of mis- 
chieTons jonng men and maidens, to Aoot, when in a fit of pas- 
sion he kicks it out of sight. A most nnprepossessing specimen 
of humanity he must be who cannot find a mate iu DrntcMattd* 
where to get married is, more than aujwhere else, the one thing 
hoped and the one thing needed. 

As we said, onr first and favorite companion made her huk, 
and we felt as if our own were lost forever. But the next, 
thoagh entirely different, proved equally good and more intelli- 
gent. She left 08 for a conrent, not to take the yeil, bat to 
edncate herself for a teacher, whence we often haTe most 
amusing descriptions of the old monks and quaint little nuns, 
whose devoutncss and sacrifices are to her only so mauy themes 
for merrimmt " Oh, no," she says, I will never be a nun f 
she likes the gaj world too well, and "chatting with the 
beaux." 

Each change seemed at the time a calamity ; but we found 
it, on the whcde, good, as we were thas famished wiUi a variety 
in them, and had the benefit of the observations of different 

minds. Their freshness and originality were to us a constant 
wonder and diversion ; and amidst the new things which they 
alone could understand and explain, we felt that they were 

* Pronounced as if spelt DuitcMiniJ ; we m:\y oHen use the word, as it IlUieoOtt 
UDirenaUy heard for Genuauy, and hoa become very pteasant to our ears. 
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the superior beings to whom we most look up. But in this old 
world 80 distinct is rank, and so impressed is every class with 
the rights and privileges of its own position, that no degree of 

familiarity, or inherent superiority, leads auy one to presume. 
They are ever conscious of the line which separates them from 
bam ladies; however lady-like themselves, expect only the privi- 
leges of servants. Yet we have met with no bom ladies more 

truly noble, or more intelligent, or whose society we so much 
eiyoyed. 

Bat we most not allow onr king and castlfr-worohipping 
audience to suppose we have not " gazed with all the gazmg 

town," at crowns and turrets. Royalty is not so exclnsive in 
Germany as in France and England, and one may, in the course 
of the summer, see half of the German princes at watering 
places, in public gardens and galleries, where they go in and 
out, and live from day to day in the most unassuming manner. 
Our eyes have thus been gratified in beholding, ia ail their 
majesty, the King and Prince of Prussia, the Emperor of Aus- 
tria, the Emperor and Empress of all the Rnssias, berides any 
number of grand dukes and inferior princes, and potentates 
without number. To their credit, we are able to say, they are 
not at all different from other people ; but we cannot tell what 
effect it might have had upon our judgment, had we been 
honored by a bow or an invitation to dine. When Mrs. Trol- 
lope was in America she saw nothing but vulgarity and filth ; 
•in Germany she saw nothing but refinement and elegance ; 
never looked lower than a castle tower ; ate only at the tables 
of dignitaries, and traveled only in one grand cavalcade of 
rank and -honor. We shall have to confess that we have had 
no such experience. We have traveled usually in third-class 
cars, according to4he dictates of economy, and in order to see 
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in every possible light the people whom we wished to describe, 
and often foond that far richer people did the same, though 
thej will probably not confess it to their fKends or put it in a 
book. Yet the third class is not less respectal)le than the first, 
and the Bauerskute are not less coorteoos than the Vormhrnm- 
leute (the nobility). 

Oar pleasnre has not been less than others, in exploring 
ruins, and visitiuj^- battle-fields. Stupid, indeed, must be the 
mind that does not revel amid all those scenes so rich in his- 
toif^aX associations. But we most have been infinitely mace 
Ignorant than most tourists when we came among tliem, for it 
has taken months of study, in connection with constant and 
persevering observation, to enable us to understand or appre- 
ciate them at all. How those manage who see and know all 
Europe in six months, we are not able to comprehend. 

An English author says his countrymen and Americans have 
about as much appreciation of the fine arts as a New Zealander. 
For others we cannot say, bat for onrselTes, though capable of 
receiving the most exquisite pleasure from things of beauty, 
we shouhl as soon think of ernph^ying our pen upon New Zea- 
land, which we never saw, as upon the canvas and marble which 
we still may be in danger of almost worshippmg; and most true 
do we find it, that all pens have been employed in yain, as far 
as convcyhig any just idea of what tliey attempted to describe. 
We have ventured to say what, we doubt not, will shock a great 
number of ears polite, and what we might not have ventured 
to say, had we not found among all the host of authors who 
bewail our indifiference on these subjects, and our want of en- 
couragement of this kuid of talent^ one to sustain us in a dif- 
ferent Tiew. Our diary was quite filled, onr reflections all 
made, and onr book half finished before we. came across the 
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voluminous works of Laing, a Scotchman, occapymg one of 
the highest offices of state, now three score years and ten, 
whose obserrations were made after the manner of oar own, and 
many of tliem so word for word what we had ourselves written, 
that we were almost afraid to let it stand as original. But with 
fall credit for many hints that were new, much valaable iafor> 
mation, and a profoand philosophy to which neither sex nor 
age would allow as to pretend, we are not a little gratified to 
be countenanced by such authority. We have said, and repeat 
it here, that this ezcessiye patronage of the fine arts and 
sensnous indolgence, obtamed by continnal contemplation of 
this species of beanty, is relic and evidence of barbarism rather 
than superior civilization. 

One of the yonng girls, who was long oar companion, had 
lived in England three years, in a family of rank, and had ac- 
quired notions of refinement that perhaps amonnted to ihstidi- 
ousness. Before she went, she had been only among those in 
her own sphere of life, and knew not how those above her 
lived. We were constantly amnsed to hear her remarks npon 
the contrast in the manners of the people of the two countries^ 
who could be considered on a level and mingle in the same 
drawing-room society. 

" Oh,** she exclaims, " these horrid dishes of sand and saw- 
dust in every corner 
■ " And do t]i( V not have those in England 

" No ; what disgusting, barbarous things among decent 
people !" 

This led us to notice them more particularly, perhaps ; but in 
every saloon, from the highest to the lowest, in every palace or 
pictare-gallery, throagh the whole length and breadth of the 
land, we foand in .the most conspicaons corner the dish of saw- 
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dost, which is certainly a most incougruous bas-relief to a " Ma- 
donna," and reflects no holy light or softened shadow npon the 
Transfiguration," 

At a watering-place we were beyond eudarance annoyed by 
the staring. If resting in some quiet uook, a troop of mea would 
pass along and keep npon us one onintemipted gaze, looking 
back over the shoulder, after haying passed on. 

" What are they who stare so ?" we ask. " Do they belong 
to the rank of gentiemeQ, who are guilty of such rude- 
ness?" 

" Yes," she says, " in (Germany it is always the gentlemen 

who stare ; in other countries it is the gentlemen who do 
not." 

Never, among the meanest and rudest in yoong America^ 

did we see snch impoliteness. Almost ever} day she would 
come in couvulsed with laughter, because she had interrupted 
some gentleman at his observations through a key-hole, and in 
many rooms she fonnd holes made with gimlets for the same 
purpose. She had been much in England with ladies at such 
places, and never once saw anything like it ; and we arc sure 
every room at Saratoga and Newport may be inspected, with- 
out such a discovery. 

In England she lived in a noble family, as teacher of young 
children, where they kept thirty servants, and said she sat 
always at the table, and was in the drawing-room in the even- 
ing, introduced to all company, and treated as a young lady; 
but in the same position, in Germany, she would be a slave, 
and be treated like a cook.* 

On leaving a picture-gallery one day, we asked of the lady 

* 1^ whldi we take hw word, not knowing snytUng owMlvw 
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who accompauied us, if young girls were in the habit of fre- 
qnentlng such places. 
" Why, yes ; why not 7" 

"We hftd a donbt aboat the expediency of fiuniliarising 

them with such exhibitions." 

Ob, one never looks at sach things,'' she replied. 

Bnt what, then, is the use of them 7 We thooght wonderM 
works of art were for contemplation. What folly, to spend so 
mucli time and niouey to procure aud place here what it is not 
considered decent to look at 1 

What the effect may be we are not qnite sore ; bnt of this 
we have had many proofe — ^that the ladies who Hto in the 
habitual contemplation of wliat in America would be condemned 
as obscene, are not purified thereby. We have sat stupefied by 
amazement to hear a mother, whose daughters were just bud- 
ding into womanhood, talk of a fioiiofi, without blushinnf, or 
thinking it was anything to blush for. She would even be 
quite willing her daughters should know it alL She hated her 
husband, and she loved her paramowr; therefore there was no 
sin in her infidelity. We might in some degree hare been able 
to comprehend this, though not to pardon, if she had not been 
a mother. But what more did she need to fill her heart, to 
employ all her enei^iee, and make her supremely happy, than 
those young trusting ones, who came to her every day for the 
well of affection which was to them life and joy ? Yet for 
them she had no love, for them she did not wish or care to liye. 
When she could not revel in ku caresses, there was nothing 
more for her in life. And this was the holy mother's love we 
hear so much about — a love which is thought to purify the 
most corrupt heart, and ennoble the most groveling spirit. 
Tet this same lady could make a little variation from conven- 
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tional rales a sabject of eloquent condemnatiOD, and talk of 
her faith in Qod and unshaken reliance upon his providence 
and mercy in a way to seem a saint. 

We have been struck very often with the iinportance 
attached in different countries to conTentionalities, affecting 
the freedom and deportment of women, and have found them 
reqaire a conrse of conduct exactly opposite. In America, a 
woman cauuot go to the opera or theatre without a gentleman 
— ^wonld not even be admitted to a respectable place. In 
Germany, if yon go at an early hoar, yon will see the door 
snrronnded by a crowd of ladies waiting to rush in the moment 
the lock is turned, and doing so in a manner scarcely less rude 
than the boys aronnd the Bowery, in New York. A lady may 
go quite alone, or with a servant ; but on no occasion with a 
gentleman, unless he be brother, husband, or betrothed. In 
both these cases the reputation of the woman is forfeited by a 
departure from couTentional rules, yet in neither case has real 
propriety anything to do with the matter. In Europe, a lady 
may travel anywhere, any length of time, with a servant only. 
But what real protection is a servant, in the consideration 
upon which society bases the necessity ? Not the least ; and 
European ladies are seen everywhere attended by troops of 
servants, and living in such a way as not even to screen their 
reputations. American ladies may come with their children, 
and a mother with grown up daughters is entirely safe from 
soandal at home. Tet such a one has been obliged to leave 
a respectable house, because her rooms were too much fre- 
quented by officers in gay uuiforLU. Tet tliere is no pleasanter 
way for a lady to see Europe than to take up her abode in some 
central city of Germany, and Franlcfort is the most central and 
most accessible, making from there ezcorslons to the watering- 
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places, to Italy, to Switzerlandi as opportunity offers, and as 
strength and leisnre allow. She can see more of Europe, with 
less expense, in this way, than in any other ; and where there is 
a minister or consul at all lit for his duties, he can at any time 
provide her with escort, obtain her board in a pleasant family, 
and afford her all the aid she needs in business matters, till 
acquaintances and friends have been made that make her feel 
as much at home in one land as in another. How many we 
know who might thus enjoy a year or two of travel, who stay 
at home because the/ think a gentleman, or a party, and ten 
thousand dollars necessary to a European tour. Two ladies, 
in company, may go anywhere, in the most agreeable and 
pleasant way, without the slightest difficulty, provided they 
know enough of the language to ask for what they want. A 
quiet, refined, and dignified woman needs no other protection 
in these days, and all the watching in the world never pre- 
serred a wicked or a vulgar one from sin or shame. 

In this way we have traveled, and strewn our path with 
pleasant friendships and remembrances, experiencing very little 
that was disagreeable, and nothing to lead us to regret for a 
moment that we came. The skies of no land are ever cloudless; 
and the flowery walks of these luxuriant gardens are not quite 
free from thorns. 

Had we published our note-book verbatim, it would have 
made three f(^o volumes; but we have only culled here and 
there what seemed to us most likely to illustrate the character 
of the people, and be most interesting to those in our own • 
country who had never been in this. We have not thought it 
necessary at any time to say at what hour we rose in the morn- 
ing, when we leffc one railroad station, or arrived at iemother ; 
how many carpet bags we took, or how many we lost. The 
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trials and tribulations of travelers had some interest in the 
days of koigbfrerraDtij ; bat in these prosy times of steam and 
lightning the- experiences of all are too moch alike for any 
amount of gmins or hd esprit to hope for the reader's attention 
to one's personal adventures. To our success in what we really 
undertook to do the succeeding pages most testify. 

We may also add that we bare not been a spy in the land. In 
any house we have entered, we hare said frankly, we have come 
to study the manners and the customs of the'people — to learn 
how yon cook, how yon wash, how yon woo, and how yon wed. 
All that you tell me I write and publish, and. wish only the 
simple truth concerning the most simple every-day life. Ger- 
man housewives are so conscious of their celebrity, and so sure 
they excel all others m domestic Turtnes, that neyer once did 
we find the least hesitation in exhibiting to us gaxret and eel* 
lar, and initiating us into all the mysteries of Braten, Suppe or 
£i'ngcmachlcs* We were infinitely amused to see how ignorant 
they took us to be because we were American, and authoress 
besides. They haye always heard that American ladies did 
nothing but lounge in rocking-chairs ; and when, after elabo- 
rately explainmg to us the various operations of sweeping, dust- 
ing and cooking, all done by servants, we have drawn a picture 
of some poor editor's or professor's &mi]y in America, where a 
lady with more Latin, and Greek, and mathematics in her head 
than they ever dreamed of, and more accomplishments than 
they think it either proper or possible to attain, with perhaps 
one, and perhaps no servant, washes, and irons, and bakes, 
makes all her children's clothes, and provides good dinners for 
her husband, with her own hands, they have stared as if we had 
told them some monstrous story of giant or goblin ; and could 

* Roast, soup, and sweetmcata. 
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in nowise credit that it was possible for a lady to do such 
work. Aud still more did thejr stare when they actually saw 
an American lady sew and knit, make her own dresses, and 
trim ber own bonnets ; blalf the time clean ber own room, be- 
cause the servants left it in no habitable condition ; and teach 
them to cook many things they never heard of before. 

They bare the idea not only that ladies in America know 
nothing of great skLcks of fim Unenf bnt that they hare no linen 
at all. They have heard that a marriage outJU consists of two 
night-gowns, four Mmden* three paus of stockings, and twenty- 
f onr silk dresses 1 We are afraid some of them do provide 
these things in this proportion ; but, on tbe whole, an American 
lady's wardrobe is more complete than a German lady's. We 
have never seen in Germany the long robe de nuit, now univer- 
sal among English, French, and American ladies. The peasan- 
try do not wear night-gowns or night-caps, though they wear 
white caps all day ; and the young ladies, when at their work, 
don the coquettish little MiUze, Bat the robe de nndt is a short 
jacket of thick corded staff, gathered into a belt behind, whicb 
ties in front. If they arc very nice, they have also a three-cor- 
nered kerchief crossed over the bosom, and a coarse Ndc/U- 
hmdf made something like a gentleman's shirt. They pro- 
nounce the robe de miit too warm, and very extravagant. They 
could not afford such fine dresses for night ; but in many cases 
we should have preferred to spend in this way the money which 
they devote to embroidery upon the bottom of their skirts and 
trimmings npon their street dresses. 

There may be some among our readers wlio will think we 
descend to very insignihcant things, and feel it almost necessary 
to blnsh over some pictures we have drawn of ** life among the 

* ChemlBC. 
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lowly," though they would have no scruple in standing hours 
before pictures which oonyentional rules make it proper to see, 
and study, and talk about, but from which they should be 
prompted instinctively to turn away in disgust. 

There is nothing we so much wish to know as the daily life 
and habits of a people ; and the things which are disagreeable 
and pidnfhl, perhaps, to say, are those which most ^ridly por- 
tray the character. We have had no motive but to present 
what we saw, in a way to aid others in seeing what wo have . 
seen, and knowing what we hare learned. If we had any preju- 
dice when we came to Germany it was in favor of this country, 
to the disparagement of our own. We expected to see ele- 
gance and refinement in the people beyond anything we had 
dreamed; and, as usual in snch cases, our ezpectatioills have not 
been realized. The author who talks of the rawness of Ameri- 
can society in comparison with German, could not have had his 
judgment formed among the elite of Boston, and the gentry 
of New England, to excel which, in all that is cnltiyated and 
high-bred in mind and manner, we have seen notliinG^ in Eu- 
rope ; and a very unnatural effect of causes it would be if the 
descendants of the families who settled in Massachusetts, Vir- 
ginia, and Maryland—the nobility of England — had all degene- 
rated into boors in a free country, where the means of im- 
provement are more abundant than in any other, and each is at 
liberty to make what he pleases of himself, with the yery high- 
est incentives in the reward which is held out to all who be- 
come worthy. Besides which, every year sends among us the 
learned and accomplished of modern Europe. Is it to be sup- 
posed they immediately become clowns because they are on 
American soil ? 

We have endeavored to avoid the fault so common, of judg- 

2 



Digitizoa by C3t.)0^lc 



FEASAST UFE JS GERMANY. 



ing all by a few, and ascribing to any great namber the follies or 
vices by wbtch we may, in a few instances, hare been annoyed. 
Infinitely amused we have -been to see from what examples we 
are judged. A gentleman remarks that he is astonished at the 
custom of American gentlemen in keeping on their hats when 
they enter a room. We answer, that this is not the cnstom. 
Why he has scarcely ever seen a geutlemau take off his hat. 
But where has he been to form his judgment ? He is a mer- 
chant, and has a large packing house, which is frequented bj 
• sea captains, and, perhaps, stewards, who enter on business, 
rcmaiuiug ouly so long as business requires. But he was really 
happy to learn that there were gentlemen in America who knew 
enough to take off their hats on entering a saloon. We smiled 
as we thought of the hononible gentlemen of llurvard Univer- 
sity, who, we are quite sure, as far as mauners are concerned, 
would not be out of place in Potsdam I 

We remarked to a lady concerning an American gentleman, 
that he was very accomplished and high bred. " Very differ- 
ent, then, from most American gentlemen," she remarked. 
"Where had she seen any?'' Why, there used to come a 
man to their house, who was engaged in the shipping business, 
who seemed a very clever, good sort of person, but not much 
of a gentleman ! This was the only American she had seen. 
What a liberal-minded woman I But the uniyersal charge is, 
" Americans think of nothing but money, money," and they 
have repeated it till they forget entirely what it imports. A 
young man remarks, that he has just received a letter from a 
friend in New York, who is not at all contented ; the people 
are so mercenary, he cannot find anything like friendship. 
We express our surprise iu the utmost simplicity, remarking 
it is very strange, when there are more Germans there than 
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there are ia his native city, that thoy should all be so immersed 
in the greed of gain, that he canaot fiud one who has time or 
thought for anything else 1 He does not again look np, or 
Bpeak. For ourselves, we have never seen Gfrcte and Kreuizer 
magnified into quite so much importance as among these very 
critics, and we have met one German who says among first 
class American merchants there is a high-toned principle, and 
sterling reliable honesty, he has never found in any other 
country, be it English, French, or German. Of this we -can 
be no judge. 

In the same superficial way their Judgment is formed con- 
cerning domestic life. Those who write, judge entirely by what 
they see in a few great hotels, which are filled with people 
who are in nowise the true representatives of any country. 
But American authors sometimes give very unjust impressions 
concerning their countrymen, and especially their country- 
women, because they have lived only in cities, and learn only 
the life of boarding-houses. With all due reverence, we are 
prompted also to say that gentlemen do not seem exactly 
qualified to describe domestic matters, and we caiinot help 
thinking a man as much out of his sphere iu the kitchen as a 
woman in the forum. Had we undertaken to write a history 
of the German Diet, we should expect it to be about as correct 
as a gentleman's history of the family life and housekeeping 
of his own or any other people. He would never be admitted 
to the kitchen at all, and must have marvelous courage to ask 
an entrance to the garret or cellar, and most likely sleeps in 
a lodging-house, and eats at restaurants, seeing, therefore^ 
nothing of regular family routine, and learning nothing but 
what, ladies tell him in the parlor. And one astonishes him, 
by saying she must leave the company to go and see to the 
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diniier. If be liad aecompanied her, he probably would haye 

found all she did was to ask how it was going on. An Ameri- 
can ladj would probably have gone oat npon some other pre- 
tence ; bat there are not many families in New England where 
the ladies do not see to their dinners, and attend well to the 
ways of their household, it being quite as disgraceful not to do 
it as in (Germany. 

Another instance that strikes a gentleman as eyidence of 
excellent housekeeping, is that the ladies make the coffee them- 
selves, not being willing to trust it to a servant, and this is 
the reason why it is good, whilst in America it is never good. 
The reason it is good is, that it is made in a Hgginy an article 
which is not so unusual here as there, though far from being 
unknown. The way the ladies make the coffee is this. The ser- 
yant burns cr roasts it in the kitchen in a rotary tin or sheet-iron 
oven, which she tnms constantly till it is finished. When it is well ' 
roasted it is almost impossible to make bad coffee of it. She 
then grinds it in a movable machine which she sets upon the 
table, or holds in her lap. Then with a little copper tea-kettle 
of water, over a little brass furnace of coals, she carries it to 
the parlor, arranges the coffee-cups, and retires. The biggin 
is something in the form of a garden watering-pot, of tin or 
earthen. Within is inserted a smaller pot with two strainers. 
The lady puts a bit of white blotting-paper over the upper 
strainer, on which the coffee, allowing a large table spoonful to 
each person, is then placed, and the water ponred till the small 
thi is fall She then takes her work, or book, or continaes her 
conversation till this has drained through, when more water 
is added. This is all done according to rule, and requires no 
art and no labor. The apparatos stands on the table all the 
afternoon, and every one who calls is olfered a cap of cofTee, 
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and there is never an hoar when coffee is not welcome to a 

German the same as tobacco. 

The government prescribes the hours when windows mast 
be washedi and dboivsteps swept, and if the Madchen lingers a 
moment beyond the time npon the last pane of glass, a police- 
man is seen to call before the day is out to demand the fine. 
This law is with reference to the comfort of those in the street, 
bnt it does not prohibit the woodsawyer from performing his 
task before every door in the city, which is the most provoking 
of all inconveniences. One must walk as if he were treading 
a herring-bone ; one moment in danger of the saw, and in 
another of a cart, at all hoars of the day, and in the most fashr 
ionable promenade. 

There is not so much danger in saying of any custom, it is 
universal, in Germany, as in America. They have lived so long 
in. the land, and the governments are so disposed to imitate each 
other in what concerns the people, that there Is a great simi- 
larity in all things, which we shall be many years in attaining, 
with the constant influx from all nations with eveiy possible 
variety of character, and a government that attempts scarcely 
the slightest control of individual action. They rend of New 
York with its murders and rebellions, and think all America is 
in jnst that state, utterly unable to believe what we tell them 
of quiet old New England ; where there is not a policeman in 
hundreds of square miles, a crime scarcely heard of in half a 
century, and doors unlocked night and day. But when they 
talk to ns of slavery, we are obliged to blush and hide our 
heads. Would that some ocean wave might , wash it out for- 
ever ; and when they ask for our boasted freedom of speech 
amidst those disgraceful congressional rows, we know not what 
to say, except that those are by individnals, who have no 
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farther power, and not by a king whose anthority Is nnlim- 

ited. 

With all our ellbrts to prcveut it, we canuot be sure we have 
not made mistakes, though we have set down nothing which 
we haye not seen, heard, or which did not come to ns upon 
antliority we could see no reason for doubting. We have 
sometimes felt a little bitter envj for a people who owe so much 
to America, which thej will never acknowledge, and to hear 
nothing bnt reproaches against a country towards which they 
should - feel only gratitude. They give the poor peasant the 
alternative, America or starvation, and when he arrives ia a 
land of plenty, pntfess to feel the greatest sympathy and inter- 
est in his welfare, really fearing he is not looked upon with the 
honor and consideration he deserves. Very pVoud they arc of 
the amount and inQuence of the German clement in our Repub- 
lie ; bnt it is only when they have increased and multiplied and 
prospered, as they always do, in other lands, that the peasantry 
are gratified with prai.se or alTection from their own. 

That the iaugaage was at ilrst a strange tongue was an 
affliction ; but necessity compels to strange exertion, and we were 
not content until we were able to hear from their own lips their 
story, though we had many amusing adventures in the mean- 
time. It happened to us once to be left for a day with only a 
Tillage maiden, who could not speak a word of English; we tried 
to make her understand that we wanted two bnnches of grapes, 
which after a long time she said she quite comprehended, and 
departed to bring them. What was our aaiazement to see her 
return in due time with two pini tumblers of hot gin punch at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon ? We began to fear greatly for onr 
reputation even in a land where this beverage would not be so 
reprehensible as in our own. 
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At another time, in a city, we were requested by a friend to 
Cull upon a German lady who had been in America, and whoso 
name was Mrs. Weisman. We took the name and number and 
began onr search. On asking in a grocery oyer which she 
was said to live, they knew no such person. At the opposite 
corner we saw two ladies at the window, and ventured in to 
ask if they codd aid us. They said " Oh, yes ; and the maiden 
should show ns the honse." We were gnided ronnd two or 
three corners into a large court, and told to inquire within. 
We asked the first person w^e met if Frau Wicsnian lived there, 
and she said yes, oben (above). We ascended one pair of 
stairs and at the top repeated the question to the maiden who 
appeared at the kitchen door to sec who camo, and she still 
answered oben ; so on we went, repeating the same at the next, 
still to hear, oben ; but consoling ourseWes with the thought, 
that the roof of do German house reached quite to heaven. At 
the top, we met an old lady, who said " yes," to our question, and 
asked us in. Soon appeared a young girl, who asked, in order to 
be certain, whom we wished to see ; we still said Frau Wiesman. 
There was then some mysterious whispering, and they both went 
out, returning after a long absence to show us into another 
room. There we waited some time, when a gentleman entered 
and shut the door behind him. This is mysterious indeed, and 
we begin to thmk perilous. We say it Is Frau Wiesman we 
wish to sec, and he informs us that his wife is dead ! But he 
speaks iiinglish, and we are able to explain our position, and 
learn that the nam^has been given to us wrong ; the two little* 
letters i an'd e have changed places for once to our great 
detriment. The name was Weisman, and when we went back 
to the grocery with this, it was not in vain. 

A few such experiences are the best spur to the acquirement 
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of a language, and as we stop to listen to the mud-besmeared 
children in the street, over whose tongaes and lips these hor> 
rible long angular words roll without choking, and hear the 
market women jabbering away in a speech, tliat seems to us 
like moving a mountain to attempt, we resolve to try, for what 
is possible to them must be possible to us. Our first reward 
was in reyelmg in the incomparable children's literature, in. 
which Germany is so fruitful. It will be a good work when 
some one shall translate it, preserving its genuine spirit and 
simplidty, to take the place of the prosj stuff with which 
American children are obliged to be content. Our full reward 
is in talking with the people. We have learned to know them, 
and like them so well, that we consider it the best thing we can 
do for our country to encourage them to go. They are soon 
elevated by what they learn there, and there are many things 
we may learn of them. America has begun at the bottom — 
her glory is her goremment and the homes of her people. 
When 6he gets so far as to make the encouragement of art 
po.ssiblc and proper, there will be for beauty and ornament a 
foundation which will present a tout ensemble without the Incon* 
gruity which strikes one so painfully amid the tottering thrones 
and cheerless hovels of Europe. There is just now, a sub- 
scription throughout Germany, for the purpose of erecting a 
monument to Luther in tiiat city, to commemorate his remoi^ 
strance against the unpalatable diet of Warms,- A hundred 
thousand dollars bare been- subscribed, and the kings and 
princes are giving liberally. If the great reformer could speak, 
we are sure he would say, " Let the marble perish; but scatter 
the seeds of knowledge among the people." There came the 
other day a letter to the authorities, with a hundred dollars 
and these words : " For the monument at Worms, to Luther, 
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the great straggler for tratb, knowledge, and freedom — hvLt . 
whose e£fort8 were in rain for the people. 

(Signed,) A Jew, in Nuremberg." 

No marble is necessary to preserve the name of Luther, and 
though the work will employ an artist and a few workmen, it 
is not ft'prodactire indnstry, and only a few among the rich 
and traveled can look upon the statue, however ennobling may 
be the sight ; we should say first, build up these worm-eaten 
cottages, and supply these poor with the bread of life, and the 
bread of knowledge. Who needs to be told that Gnttenberg 
inyented the printing-press, and Lnther translated the Bible 
IIow useless to engrave names upon marble that are engraved 
upon the hearts of every living soul. What a miserable farce 
to do it — ^when the printed page of every book is so costly that 
not one in a hundred cottages is blessed with a ray of the light, 
which emanated from these glorious minds. A monument to 
Luther, generously encouraged by the king of Prussia, who does 
not allow his people, on pain of punishment and fine, to wor- 
ship in the simple manner which Luther thought meet ! A 
monument to Guttcnbcrg, in a land where a poor colporteur is 
ndt allowed to pass the custom-house without being detained a 
day, perhaps a week, that the Government censor may inspect 
every line he distributes 1 A bronze horse with a grim rider, 
to preserve the memory of some young chieftain is more con- 
fflstent. But the best way to honor him who translated the 
Bible, and him who made it possible to print it, is to give to 
the people the fruits Of their labors. 
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CHAPTER I. 

waaa imfbsssions — going to cHimcH — sundat ho-nic — 

AUUSEMENTS MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 

Our book will partake something of the character of our 
mind during the time we were gathering together the fragments 
of which it 18 composed. For many weeks we could do nothing 
but stare wildly around, so bewildered where all was new and 
straage, that we were not capable of rightly seeing aqjihing, 
or comparing one thing with another. One tells job we mnst go 
here, wad another tells ns we mnst go there ; one we mnst see 
this, aud anotlier we must see that. Aud knowing nothing 
oorselyes, we follow this advice, feeling all the time as if we 
were in an opiate dream, or perhaps gazmg upon a diorama. 
We were still in the world and among human beings, but saw 
them all in such different occupations and so differently ar- 
ranged, that we could hardly belieye we had not been trans- 
ferred to the moon, or at least to some unknown phinet. 

We must go to church, of course, and see how people 
worship God in a strange land, and enter one of these grand 
old cathedrals, founded by Charlemagne (it is mary^oos how 
many there are in Germany boasting the same honor), with 
the richly-stained windows, and the great organ as large as a 
New England meeting-house. The service is Lutheran, and the 
clergymen of this denomination, though wearing gowns, perform 
their toilet at bpme instei^ of having a looking-glass and 
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dressing-table behind the pulpit. They are seen walking 
throagh the streets in full canoDicals, and preach, and sing, and 
pray, in the same dress. The women of the congregation do 
not seem to be governed at all bj PauPs instructions in tlie 
matter of " proper attire,'^ but sit in church with " uncovered 
heads/' not seeming to think with the apostle, that " it is a 
shame," and the men stand, half of them, with their hats on, 
removing and replacing them to suit their convenience. 

We stare about, and think how funny I The floors are 
nncarpeted, and the seats nncnshioned ; and yet before our 
eyes are long rows of saints and beatified men, that we presume 
are rare and costly works of art, upon which we ought to gaze 
with profound admiration, but we have not yet learned this 
species of homage. 

The choir consists of some thirty or forty little boys and girls 
in uniform — the former in blue jackets, with bright yellow 
collar and cuffs ; and the latter in black gowns, with white, 
three-cornered kerchiefs crossed in front, and long white aprons. 
A pretty sight. Besides these, the whole congregation join in 
the singing. The sermon we cannot understand, except that it 
is about the blessedness of freedom. After this comes tlie 
holy communion, to partake of which all must be dressed 
in black, each cue going to the altar to receive it at the cler- 
gyman's hands. 

A large portion of the congregation were soldiers in military 
array, present according to the requisitions of government. On 

leaving the church, they assemble upon the parade ground, and 
two hours are spent in the evolutioDS which perfect them in the 
science of kQluig as many people as possible with the least 
expense and tronble. This is Sonday, and this a regular 
Sabbath exhibition. 
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After dinner we are invited to ride ; and withont definitely 
nnderstanding where or for what porpose, except that it is in 

the country, where we wish especially to go, we accept the 
invitation. At three o'clock there comes to the door a big 
wagon, 80 long and broad that it will hold twenty people ; and 
as we descend to take onr seat in it, we are greeted by a little 
group of merry-hearted maidens, and find if", is an cxcnrsfon. 
There are eight gentlemen and eight ladies, with an elderly 
lady to matronize, as there must always be on snch an occa- 
sion in Germany. Onr road is through a succession of green 
fields and luxuritUit gardens, dotted by farmhouses and peasant 
cots, and is itself bordered the whole length of the way by the 
oak, and elm, and linden, till we reach an open Piaiz in a wood, 
where are tables and benches to rest and lunch. A little back 
is the domicile of the owner of this pleasant domain, and after 
walking about a little, we cuter the great door, and find our- 
selves in the great hall of a todUtnio northern German farmer. 
It is so large that one is instantly reminded of an immense 
bam in New England, and is no more finished than many 
we have seen, but yet has a sort of baronial grandeur, and 
exhibits the same ideas of architecture as the palaces and 
castles, the most elegant of which are reached by halls and 
staircases of the rudest description. On one side are the stalls 
for the cows, whose horns we see above the sliding-board, 
which is raised and lowered as becomes necessary in feeding 
and cleaning them. They are munching their hay, and look in 
the thrifty condition of cows whicli are kept for the purpose 
of the greatest possible productiveness to the owner. On the 
other side of the hall, but not opening directly into it, are the 
pantries and storehouses for the household, at the end of which 
is the kitoheu. It is very small for so big a house, and the 
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stove occupies the whole length of one side, being at least firom 

fifteen to twenty feet in length, and bearing a little resemblance 
to the modern range, being onlj about two feet in height. The 
cooking ntensUs are arranged aroand the sides of the room, 
and, engaged in the preparation of the rarions boils, and bakes, 
and stews, are half a dozen women, looking in no respect diffe- 
rent from ail women under the same circomstances — " hot and 
greasy and blowsy I** and we are reminded of the remark of 
the fashionable yonng lady, and begin to ask onrself what we 
are to say to interest our readers about a blowsy old Frav, 
making Bav/erhraMi^ or frying ham. But we will see. In one 
comer of the great hall, upon hooks fastened in the beams 
overhead, are some thirty or forty great hams, " hanging up to 
dry." In another corner, upon the floor, is a hen-coop, and 
the roost for faTorite fowls is ohm (over). Yet there is an 
airy, healthful, cheerful look and flavor, which gives one the 
feeling of being in the midst of the utmost plenty und perfec- 
tion of comfort. In the storeroom are butter golden-hued, 
cheese, pans of milk, great loaVes of rye bread two feet long 
and half as thick. The tartkenHmwn is the common white of 
American kitchens, with not so great a variety of articles, as 
the number of dishes served on any occasion is by no means 
so great as in a farmer's house in New England. 

But we have not yet seen half the house. Running the 
whole width, forming with the first-mentioned apartments a 
cross, is another hall, quite as spacious as the first, and more 
finished. There are comfortable-looking sofas and tables for 
convenience in winter and rainy days, and the whole length of 
the hajl, doors opening into smaller rooms for sitting and sleep- 
ing, with painted wooden chairs and little earthen ornaments 
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apoQ the mautcl-sbelves and tables. All is clean and sweet, 
gastfm (hospitable) as one need to wish. 

There is no pablic road within nearly half a mile, bnt here 
and there shady avenues lending to tlic highway j and as fur as 
we are able to walk in everjr directioa, fields of oats, rje, and 
barley ; a large garden as neat as wax-work, where the rows 
of beets, onions, carrots, and cabbages stand in snch juxta- 
position as woukl bo considered death instead of life to them 
in America, and yet exhibiting such vigor and conscioosoess 
of their worth as we nerer saw in ''garden saoce" before. 

Onr party have come to enjoy themselves, where it is not 
necessary to dress or play the court lady ; and having taken a 
general view of the premises, we seat ourselves under a clamp 
of spreadmg oaks, when a consultation is held concerning what 
shall be ordered for our refreshment In consequence, appear 
directly six bottles of beer, eight tumblers of milk, and a pot 
of coffee with milk and sugar thereto. As often as twenty 
times a day, ever since we have been in Germany, we hare 
found ourselves exclaiming, "how funny!" and here we add, 
what would our good friends in America say to such a sight as 
this? 

When all bare eaten and drunk they dispose themselves for 

amusement. The first play is something like what we remem- 
ber to have heard called tag, when a child ; each stands by a 
tree, and one in the centre will try to find himself a place as 
the others run ftom tree to tree, and they try to change places 
80 quickly that it shall be impossible. Afterwards comes 
blind Jacob.'' One being blinded and standing in the centre 
of a ring, endeavors to recognize the others, who keep moving 
round to bewilder him as much as possible. When weary 
with play they take another glass of beer or cup of coffee. 
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and then walk, daring all the time bo meny, so perfectly like 
children in their sport, that if onr eyes were shnt we should 

suppose they were from five to ten instead of from fifteen to 
twenty years of age. At- other tables and in other openings 
of the wood are a dosen parties of the same or different de- 
scriptions, and the air is filled with the echoes of their happy 
voices. They are not rude ; there is no vulgar familiarity; 
they are only merry; the exuberance of their spirits, like the 
foam of the beer, as impossible to repress, and, as it seems to as, 
as harmless. There are also troops of children skipi)ing 'and 
hopping and rolling on the grass, while swinging and see-sawing 
and Tarions games employ the boys and gurls. 

Before we go we haire sapper, which is not less fwun^ than 
the lunch. Before each person is set a plate, knife and fork, and 
pewter spoon, the viands being a large dish piled with slices of 
raw ham, which is a favorite article of food in Germany, and which 
they eat cat in little ywiJcB and placed between slices of rye or 
black B'dUrhrod. This we cannot swallow. But wliat is this 
in brown earthen pans, holding about two quarts, and given 
one to every two persons? Bonny-clabber, covered with 
powdered sugar and cinnamon — a delicacy well known and duly 
appreciated in the southern States of America, but not at the 
North. Oh, yes j we can relish this very well, provided our 
dish is shared with a relishable person. Each takes a table* 
spoon, and placing the pan between, they dip alternately and 
smack their lips as if it were custard, and we are quite 
willing to pronounce it very good. After this we drink a glass 
of fre^h milk, then follows a dance on the green, in which the 
old lady joins, and we are ready to rctnrtf to the city. On the 
way they sing, in a more softened strain, being weary and in- 
fluenced by the creeping shadows and the 
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** llo«i4>eaiiii* mbty light.** 

And at eleven we are again upon the rattling pavements, and 
among the dfaigy walls of the town. 

On tlie vfAJ we have noticed that the great hall in many 
houses is Med with dancers and crowded, while the smoke of 
cigars converts the atmosphere into poison, and beer is slopped 
all about. Tet the external arrangements indicate a taste and 
love of beauty such as with us is only seen around some gentle- 
man's villa. The trees, perhaps, will be placed to have the 
effect of pillars, wreathed with vines, and blooming with 
flowers. We have seen one where the honse was entirely 
covered witli bark, the portico supported by trees as they were 
cnt from the forest, a long verandah and little booths here and 
there in the garden, in the same style, and the whole so varie- 
gated with green and gold and scarlet that one might think it 
the abode of fairies. What a desecration it seemed of such a 
place as we looked within. And it is this incongraity, this 
want of harmony at which we have marveled everywhere. 
Wc pass on, though not as qnickly as onr pen, and as we go 
farther south it becomes infinitely more surprising. 

In Hanover and Cassel, when we enter the doors of the 
people of rank, we can think of nothing but a livery stable. 
The groand^floor is earth, in a great open place like a shed ; 
the stairs are of rough boards, and when you get to the top of 
each flight, the first object is the water-closet, with no accessible 
water, and the next door is that of the kitchen, so arranged 
that we cannot understand how human beings can think of eat- 
ing and living there for a single day. The way tourists see all ' 
these towns is to leave their baggage at the depots, which are 
now the finest in the world, take a carriage and ride from one 
gallery or mnsenm to another, drive through the kingly parks, 
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looking in at the zoological gardens, visit the WUhehnh Jlohef 
which is a magnificent fonntaiQ in front of the palace of the 
Elector of Hesse, and only surpassed by 'that at Versailles, and, 

dazzled and bewildered by so much that is grand and all open 
to the public, they think — 

** How bCMtiftil lb dweU among priacM.** 

But whilst we are writing, there passes a little group in the 
street, that reminds us that there are others than princes amid 
all this glory. " We hear the Toiue of singing,'' and looking 
out, we see a company of boys arranged rank and file marching 
ont of the city. When they are jast without the gates, the 
foremost cries " //«/^," and turiiiug around, he uncorks the bot- 
tle which he has before held high in the air, with a cotton 
bandanna tied to the neck for a flag, and drinks to the health 
of his companions. A glass is then passed from one to the 
other, and when all have drunk they sing another song and 
proceed on their way. The leader of the little band was a 
journeyman shoemaker, who had jast finished his apprentice* 
ship, and now commenced his wanderings through all the father- 
land to perfect himself in his trade. ^ lie cannot set up ou his 
own account till he has passed through this experience, and 
when he goes forth, his brother apprentices accompany him a 
little while on the way. They try to make it a joyous occasion, 
and while they are merry with wine and singing, cheer the 
heart of the loue wanderer, who soon enough becomes sad in 
prospect of his long exile, poverty, and fHendlessness, from 
which there is no escape. 

But with more pity do we look upon the women who come 

* The details conceroiag laws and ciutoms in relation to mechanios will be gireo 
ebcwbere. 
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ioto town fh>m the sarronnding coantry, bent almost to the 
earth with their great packs ; the most forlorn, poverty-strickea 
looking beings we eTer beheld. Their husbands and brothers 
are soldiers, those fine-dressed, 8mart4ookmg troops, of which 
the Prince of Hcssq Oassel is so prond, thon^h he is not kind 
enough to allow a soldier or officer to acquire any great degree 
of prosperity. K an officer is stationed, and of so high a rank 
as to allow him to marry, and has the means, it has often Jiap- 
pened that when the prince passed his residence, and obserTed 
a nice garden, and an appearaoce of thrii't and happiness, he 
has immediately changed his quarters, and for no reason than 
because his sour nature cannot bear to see others happy. 
Alas I he has been soured by a guilty conscience, and should 
serve as a warning even to princes, that ityustice and vice bring 
their own punishment. From his people we hare never heard 
a word but " curses be upon his head," for only curses has he 
heaped upon theirs. 

Again, we ask ourselves, what are wc to say about these 
' woe^tricken women ? digging the earth, plonghmg, hoeing and 
driving carts, remmdmg us of those of only a little darker hue 
that we have seen on southern plantations. Alas ! in some 
other "respects they resembled them — in their deep degradation. 
One who has lived here long, and mingled with them in a way 
to know, says they are bonght and sold every day, not at public 
but private auction, and the trifling sum for which they may 
be had, proves how wretched must be their poverty ; and it has 
come to our knowledge, that one had parted with all she pos* 
sessed, and set out for America. At the custon-house she was 
detained, under the pretence that her passport was not correct, 
or her trunk coutained something contraband, and day after 
day put off, harassed, and insulted by the highest official of 
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•the government at that station, till there was nothing more for 
her, a hcipicss, friendless maiden, but to become the victim of 
the man of powei^ and iostead of going to a land of freedom, 
to better and elevate her condition, to go down to death. We 
know the remainder of her story, but it is too dark for our 
pages. 

Afi we see them by the road-side, in the fields, and at the 
market, we can hardly believe they are women. More and 

more arc wc bewildered as we pass on. 

But here is at least a curious contrast to the preceding, in 
the same office, and perhaps, not less iUastrative of the parental 
care of government 1 It is the custom in, many parts of Ger- 
many, after the wedding ceremony is over, for the l)rothcr of 
the bride to prepare a full trousseau for a very diifcreut person- 
age, a very insignificant little creature, who it is hoped will 
soon be in want of it A box of snch paraphernalia was to be 
sent across the Prussian border, and because the articles were 
all new each must be paid for separately. So here, in a govern- 
ment office, on a great table, sarrounded by government officials, 
are spread oat snch a variety of bibs and tnckers, and of snch 
rare beauty, as we have never before seen. Each little frock, 
apron, rufiie and band is taken up by the great rough hands, 
that one fears will annihilate them, and each recorded in a 
great book, which we presume goes to the inspection of the 
State Treasurer. Upon one article our own eyes are riveted, 
the christening dress, a robe some two yards in length and 
width, of the richest embroidery, lined with white satin, and 
ornamented with countless bows. What a beautiful and costly 
article for a baby I When the examination is finished, they 
are replaced, the box is nailed, the required seal and certificate 
given, and it goes on its way rejoidng. 
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At the watering-places the peasantry are in their gala dresses, . 
and in snch employments that thej keep fresh, and bright, and 
gay ; and, had we seen ihvm nowhere else, we might have 
received the impression that thej were the handsomest and the 
hairiest among the people. At the Brunnen thej dip the 
water, and in the shops they sell the wares, and for these 
offices there must ])e great pains taken to select the fairest aud 
the most attractive, for it is seldom we meet one whose cheeks 
are not blooming and whose eyes are not sparkling. 

At Hombnrg the spring is a bubbling fonntain, like that of Con- 
gress Spring at Saratoga, and having nearly the same analysis. 
Bat all the arrangements are infinitely superior for the comfort of 
Tisitors. The platform npon which we stand is of red stone, yery 
porous, arranged in mosaic. Those without are separated from 
those within ))y an iron railing, painted green. The tumblers are 
of the beautiful Bohemian glass, of every variety of color, and 
arranged upon long, neatly painted and grooved benches, upon 
which also stands a tnb of clean water in which they are rinsed 
every time they are used. Four, six, eight girls, according to 
the season, dip the water by taking three tumblers by the han- 
dles in each hand, and filling them withont slopping, and sap- 
plying those In wafting so fast that there is no crowd and no 
jostling and impatience. Their dress is black, or dark grey, 
home-made woolen cloth, the bodice in many folds, and 
fitting closely, the skirt full, with innumerable little plaits, and 
reaching a little below the knee. The sleeve is short and nar- 
row, but below it comes the snow-white chemise, the fullness 
gathered into a baud. The hair hangs in long braids down the 
back, fastened at the end by a clasp, but upon the top of the 
head is a little coquetish cap, upon the breast a gold or silver 
brooch, aud bigh-hecled shoes upon the feet. One uced not say 



Digitized by Google 



MAJ^NEKS AND CUSTOMS. 



45 



that water, ever bright aud sparkling water, is more refresbing 
from the hands of such dippers. They are to be met apon the 
piazzas of the hotels^ in the walks, in all places where one may 
possibly need attention. To make beantifnl and attractire all 
that is to meet the public eye is the rule here as elsewhere, aud 
beautiful indeed are the grounds where the public congregate. 
After dinner, all the world comes forth in full dress to prome- 
nade in the park, where there are seats for two or three thou- 
sand people, a band in full play, verandahs, shady walks, cozy 
nooks, and every possible convenience for health, pleasure, aud 
comfort. Here are little tables upon which coffee, wine, and 
creams are served, instead of retiring to the hotels, to eat in 
crowded rooms ; and the taste with which little mounds are 
covered with flowers, and a circular platz in the greensward 
bordered with roses, pyramids wreathed with vines, old walls 
made new, and new walls made old with creeping ivy, bids one 
marvel at every step, and marvel still more when they see the 
simplicity aud rudeness of the daily home-life of these same 
people. 

Farther sontb, at Wiesbaden, Baden, Wilbad, Carlsbad, and 

Gasteiu, we see the peasants in a greater variety of costume, 
as they come from many different districts, with what they make 
themselves, or to sell what others have made;' and behind the 
rows of glass cases, extending for half a mile along the piazzas, 
they are standing, their forms in bright colors that can be seen 
afar off, and their faces in bright smiles that tempt all who 
come near to linger, and often, perhaps, to bny what they take 
only to please the charmer. It is related that, not half a ceo- 
tury since, a margrave of Baden met in his walks a peasant girl 
selling fruit, whose marvelous beauty was like enchantment, 
and to whom the promises and flatteries of a prince proved 
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irresiBtible. In a neigbboring city may be seen the c&stle 

which he built for her, surrounded by the beautiful estate 
which he gave her, and where, with the titles which he 
bestowed, she li?ed like a princess, the mistress of his affections 
and partaker of all he possessed that he was free to give. How 
far thqse made her happy we do not know, but duriag his life 
she experienced no diminntion of his lore. 

Graceful and elegant as is Parisian oostnme, there seems 
to be something pecnlfarly becoming and attractire in these 
quaint relics of the oldeu time that makes one almost wish to 
adopt it ; yet, were it nnlyersal, it might lose its charm. Bat 
true it is that the present mode must be rich and elegant, in 
order to be beautiful, and upon those who can only afford in a 
slight degree to follow the fashion, it is almost hideous. 

It is a proverb among the peasantry that " all should be 
homespnn and home made which the Bauermann wears.** It is 
observable, also, that more sober colors obtain in the north 
than in the south of Germany, though by some this is said to 
mark the difference between the Protestant and Catholic. We 
are inclined to think it is the climate only, as bright colors are 
again favorites in Norway and Sweden, and the temperate 
zone seems to betoken not only softened hues, but freedom from 
extremes in all things. 

When a peculiar dress has been worn for centuries by a peo- 
ple living in the same valleys and roaming the same hills, it 
gives a character to them and their country, and clothes each 
with an interest without which we might scarcely remember to 
distinguish them. The Tyrolese once seen among his moun- 
tains is never forgotten — his leather small-clothes and long 
stockings, bis broad girdle and suspenders over the bright red 
vest, the short Jacket and large round hat, with wide ribbon ; or, 
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deep in some valloj, the green or yellow straw hat, green vest 
and dazzling white shirt-sleeyes, black neckerchief, and bine 

stockings ; or, upon another mountain, the high sngarloaf- 
crowned hat, the short, full coat, dark vest, and wide leathern 
girdle, ornamented with feathers. There are a manliness, a 
stateliness, and conrtlj dignity about the genuine Tyrolese of the 
mountain that are seen among no other German peasantry, and 
there is a true nobility of character to correspond. 

A troop of Bohemian gurls among the shadows of the forest 
is still more picturesque; their skirts* of the brightest carmine 
red, reaching a little below the knee, not to conceal the snowy 
stocking and silver-buckled shoe. Around their head is a turban 
of one bright or many colors, leaving unoonfined only a few 
plaits of hair upon each temple. The little Jacket reaches not 
quite to the hips, and wide open in front and low in the neck, 
to allow the snowy chemise to show to full advantage, coming, 
as it does, in full gathers to the neck, where it is fastened by a 
bright red ribbon or silk handkerchief. Beneath the jacket is 
a bodice covering only a small part of the back and bosom, 
but richly ornamented. Their lovers are iu black leathern 
small clothes, and white stockings, or blue stockmgs and half 
boots, a red, or blue, or yellow silk vest, and bright carmmo 
neckerchief. Before they are bent and browned by toil, 
there is something in their movements of the Eastern Princess 
and the beauty of the heroine of Lalla Kookh. There are a 
softness of voice and litheness of limb, that tell us their 
fathers were wanderers in another land, where they toiled not 
nciiher did they spin, and no degree of cold or hardship for 
centuries has destroyed theur sportive gaiety, nor the fawn-like 
grace which characterizes the daughters of sunny climes. 
But we are not content with this superficial and desultory 



48 PEASANT LIFE IH OEKMAJS'T. 



manner of observation and reflection. We must enter the 
homes and get at the hearts of the people. We mast glance 
back a little throagh the vista of the past, and if there is any- 
thing to tell ns, learn something of the whys and wherefores 
of all these strange things. We cannot think our readers will 
be nnwilling to accompany ns for a little tune, as onra only will 
be the labor, and to them the fhiit, and as flowery as possible 
we will make the thorny path of knowledge I 
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CHAPTER II. 

UNITT, LIBERTT, AND SLATSRT. 

CoNTEHPORART ^tli Oharlemagnc, who was the first king to 
be entitled " His Majesty," were Alfred the Great of England, 
Harold Haarfager of Norway, Eric of Sweden, and Gorm of 
Denmark, whose Utcs were devoted to accomplishing the same 
end — that of reducing a hundred petty kingdoms to one, and 
extending law, religion, and the protectiou of one great power 
over the whole— to inake of many small and weak principal* 
ities one great nation, united in all interests of war and 
peace. 

With all the others this plan was successful, and the king- 
doms they founded, or rather the nations they formed, remain 
to this day, cemented only the more strongly by centuries of 

mutual defence of the same soil, rights and privileges. But 
that of Charlemagne fell asunder almost as soon as it was re- 
leased from his grasp, and there has never been found a tie that 
could unite together the different states of Germany in perma- 
nent brotherhood. While having the same origui, and speak- 
ing the same languagei and lying contiguously, they are as dis- 
tinct and almost as antagonistical as France and Russia. To 
unite them as one kingdom, or after the manner of America, 
by a federal constitution, has been the dream of poets — the 
policy of statesmen, and the attempt of all, in vaiu. 
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Wc see in all tlie Gennaii States, among a f^noat mass of 
the people, the love of liberty and restlessaess in bonds, which 
characterizes all northern nations ; bat though there aie revo- 
Intions and yaliant struggles, after a little while they settle 
buck into the old order of things, and dreaiu on as before. 
There is lacking some essential element of unity, either in theu^ 
seWes as a people, or the physical construction oi the coimtry, 
and the nature of this element has been for half a century the 
speculation of philosophers and politicians, without resulting 
in any condusion that promises peace to poor turbulent Ger- 
many. 

But why should there be now and then a free dty, and here 

and there a little strip or tract of land, where the people haye 
attained to a measure of freedom, while those living upon 
another strip or tract, not fifty miles distant, remain for cen- 
turies in bonds. We have found in the "Notes of a Tra- 
veler " * many curious speculatious upon this as well &s 
other subjects, and as his reasonings and inferences seem also 
plausible, as well as interesting, we shall arail ourselves of 
them. 

" Liberty," says the author, " will be found, however o|>- 
pressed, to sit in some shape upon the sea-side and river banlL." . 
And as we look around, we find these firee states and cities lift- 
ing u\) their heads where the sea, or the lake, or the river will 
aid them in bidding defiance to invaders. Upon the northern 
coast we do not find the traces of the feudal castles or feudal 
institutions that are scattered over all the hills and valleys of 
the interior. Neither do we find there relics which tell of 
the lioniuu legions — the conquering army of Julius Caesar. 
If we look along upon the banks of the rivers that empty, into 

* By Samncl Laiog. 
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the North Sea and the Baltic, we see institutions and results of 

industrj that betoken a different people from those farther 

fioath. A great ptoportion of the land was once sand, and 

mud, and marshes, yielding nothing, and fit for nothing, till 

drained and renewed. To accomplish this required not only 

energy and perseyering toil, bat interest and enthusiasm in the 

work, such as men will not feel unless it is for themselTes. If 

they could look forward to a sure reward in land which was to 

be theirs and their children's, no expenditure was too great of 

time, or strength, or money ; but slaves would not toil thus for 

a master. Those who accomplished these things must have 

been lords of the soil, as we know they were. On the sea-coast 

of Holland, Flanders, and Friesland, and about the mouths of 

the rivers which water these countries — ^the Scheldt, Maase, 

Rhine, Ems, Weser, Elbe, and Eyder, the land has from earliest 

times been owned by peasant proprietors, instead of a few 

lords and barons, to whom the people were subject ; and in no 

other way could these coasts have been defended but by the 

owners of the soil. 

The little spot called Angeln, lying between the North Sea 

and the Baltic, the river £yder, and the muddy Schley, was the 

« 

home of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors, and by many said to be 
the birth-place of the freedom of the world. They were almost 

surrounded by water, and were necessarily a seafaring people, 
with a life that requires and creates in those who follow it pe- 
culiar virtues — courage, boldness, self-reliance, energy, and in- 
dependence. 

But England was also an island ; and the ancient Britons 
were a brave and fearless race, whom the Eomans had never 
succeeded in subjugating ; and it is not at all proved that they 
yielded to the little band of adventurers who came to them from 
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across the Chaunel. And if they did tliey were too few to peo- 
ple the whole island ; and there is no record of their having 
brought with them their wires and chfldren. They most have 
incorporated themselves with the inhabitants they found there j 
and when afterwards they were themselves subdued by the 
Danes, and then by the Normans, tiiere followed the same re- 
snlt So that those who would claim to be km of the Kberfy- 
loving children of England and America, because they are born 
on the same side of the Ohannel as that little band of Saxons, 
may stiU lack some very important ingredients to giye them 
the same combination of virtnes. Neither English nor Ameri- 
can blood is all Saxon. And brave and fearless conquerers as 
they were, the Danes and the Normans were not less so ; and 
there most be a mingling of the blood of four of these indom- 
itable races in the reins of all the sons of England, after the 
tenth century. 

Yet those who are born on the same side of the Channel ex- 
hibit natures as different as if mountains and seas dirided them. 
Those of the same language are not always the same people ; 
for while this is retained, other circumstances may so modify 
and change them, that there is no resemblance or bond of 
sympathy, as we often see happen in members of the si^e 
family. 

The different lives which those live upon the coast have made 
them a different people from those in the interior. They are 
independent and self-reliant where the others are almost abject. 
Under whatever form of government they have lived, those at 
the north have always retained the right of managing their owu 
private and social affairs. In Schleswig and Uolstein, in the 
districts of Eyderstad and Ditmersh, though belonging to the 
autocratic government of Denmark, the people choose their 
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own inferior officers, and submit to no dictation in matters 
which concern their interest alone ; and only one estate is held 
by noblemen in the whole tract from the Syder to the iSlbe. 
In a few other districts in Germany the land has been always 
held by peasant proprietors. In Westphalia, in Denmark, 
Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Tyrol, Lombardy, and Tnscany ; 
and in all these States the whole nation is as different from 
those whicli have been ruled by feudal tyrants, as any nations 
whose languages have not a single word in common. 

The ptctoreaqae part of the Rhine, with its castlensrowned 
hills, lies between Mayence and Cologne ; and here, in cTery 
valley and upon every green slope, we find traces of the Uoman 
inTasion, as well as the strongholds of feudal lords ; and these 
are seen, in every place, the one to have followed the. other. 
The Romans conid not subject the seafaring men of the north, 
and barons could not convert them into serfs. 

We find also the language as much affected as the habits of 
the people by their invaders ; and in Holland, Friesland, and 
tSl the conntry bordering on the coast and the estuaries, called 
" Lower Germany," there arc no LcUinism to betray their subju- 
gation, no innovations upon their strong mother tongoe. We 
of|en hear " low Datch" and " low Oerman'* spdcen of with great 
contempt ; and if being different from " high German" entitles 
them to reproach, they certainly deserve it. The language of 
literature can scarcely be understood by those who know only 
the language of conversatiott, and mce versa. To understand 
German, one must speak twenty languages. Latin was the 
language of the Church and all literature, from the fourth 
century to the Reformation, and engrafted its peculiarities upon 
the languages of the people among whom the Romans obtained 
any permanent footing. " Low German " and Dutch, and the 
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dialect of maoy districts, liavc uot the distinctioa of cases and 
g&adm in nam and articleB, and many other peeoliaritieB 
which characterize the language of books, and that nsed by 
educated people. We have often wondered what could be the 
standard of " pure German for the people of no city or 
town will allow that the people oi any other city or town 
speak " pore German f those being only two honra* distant 
from each other pretend not to l)e able to understand what 
the others say, they use so bad German. 

To own the land, " be lord of the soil " upon which he walks 
and deeps, seems to be the nniTcrsal desire of man, and when 
the choice is given him, he will prefer to be poor upon the 
land be calls his own, than rich upon that owned by another. 
Many of the great convnlsioDs in the old world, haTc been to 
abolish serfdom, and give to the peasant a r%ht in a bit of 
earth, however sraall. All over Europe, except in Great 
Britain, this great change has been, for the last half century, 
gradnally coming abont. In Prance, this was the caase of 
the ReTolntion, and in Pmssia, the king granted volontarily 
what was demanded in vain of tiie Bourbons, and what the 
people, therefore, took by force. Yet the qniet re?ohttion of 
Prussia was in consequence of the bloody revolntbn of Fran^. 

When Bonaparte swept over the land, there was expe- 
rienced the want of the unanimity and enthusiasm among the 
masses, necessary to any efficient resistance and defence. 
Baron Stein, who was then prime mmister of Frederick William 
III, suggested that if the people owned the soil they would 
more willingly defend it, and to save it from being trampled 
by a French army it must be done at any sacrifice. So it was 
decreed, and that which had cost France millions of t r e as u re 
and rivers of blood, was accomplished in Prussia and other 



uyiu^cd by Google 



UKIIY, LIJB£KTY AND BIAYEKY. 



55 



German States by the simple mandate of the kiug, aud this 
was his reward — the enthusiasm of the fatherland awoke, and 
the peasantry went forth as one man to drive the inyaders 
across the border. But wlien the great occasion whicli called 
them out was passed, they were no longer a united people, and 
felt no more interest in thdr neighbors than in those of any 
other name and conntryr Sach retnmed to his home a nnit ; 
glorying, perhaps, in deliverance from a foreign foe and rejoic- 
ing to be free from foreign iuvasion, but for all cItU purposes 
preferring to stand alone. (Su Appmetix A.) 

The first step towards giving freedom to the Carman serf, 
was taken in 1807, and the first edict dated Octol)cr 9th ; but 
not till 1810 was their freedom secured, and not till 1821 
was every yestige of this ignominious bondage removed. 

Under the feudal system," the land was possessed by a 
class of nobles who held the peasants on their estates as serfs, 
or leibdgen people. The peasant worked every day, or a 
certain number of days every week, on the farm of the pro- 
prietor, and had a hut to live in, and a spot of land to culti- 
vate for his own subsistence iii spare hours. Another class of 
peasants, a little above these, held a larger occupancy of land, 
fpr which they paid certain fixed services, of carts, horses, 
and ploughs, to the proprietor, and certain payments in the 
crops they i*aised. These payments being of old standing, 
and fixed by usage at the highest rate to which they could 
safely or profitably be rused, were of the nature of quU-renits^ 
or fret dulks^ ihoM^ not in* general established by writings or 
charters. 

There were tacksmen or rnddkmen^ who took on lease a 
district or barony, with its village and peasants, from the noble 

or proprietor, paid him a money rent, aud gathered in, and 
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tarned to accoQDt the labor, serrices, payments, and wbaterer 
they conld make ont of the peasantry leased to them, and 

farmed the demesne lands of the estate with the labor of the 

« 

serf and services of the other peasants. The same system 
existed in the north of Scotland, until a late period. 

The nobles alone, in the greater part of Germany, conld 
hold and purchase land that was free from such servitudes. 
The pcasmit holdings, or fmd lands, held under serrices, often 
of a personal and even a degrading kind, were the only estates 
or landed properties that a capitalist not bom noble could 
purchase or hold. The nobles also were exempt from all taxes, 
unless a personal tax, called a knight's horse, fixed at 48 tba- 
lers, and they were exempt firom military service in person 
after standing armies were substituted for i^udal services in 
the field. They had a monopoly of all the military ranks of 
officers in the army, and of all dvil offices in any department 
of state. 

There was a baronial court, a baronial jndge, a baronial 
prison on the estate to incarcerate the peasants, and a bailiff 
to flog them for neglect of work, or other baronial offences. 
The cottages of the slavw were on the outskirts of the estate, 
and out of the little crops they raised, they paid tithes and 
dues to the minister, the surgeon and tlie schoolmaster, and to 
the barony or local judge who resided on the estate. 

But the feudal lord was obliged to support his serfe, in case 
of destitution by flood, or fire, or failure of crops, and other 
calamities, and to provide medical assistance and medicines in 
cases of sickness. They were thus sure of a subsistence tcom 
the son they tiUed, and no peasant conld remove from the 
estate to which he belonged without leave from his lord. 

If a serf deserted, he was brought back by the military, 
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who patrolled all the roads, for the purpose of preTenting the 
escape of the peasants into the free towns, Hamboig, Ll&beck, 
and Frankfort, where they were secure after a year and a 
day's residence. Their punishment as deserters was imprison- 
ment, and to be fed ou black bread and water in the hlack hoU^ 
which existed on eyery baronial estate, and flogged. This 
was the system in all Pmssia nntfl the nineteenth oentuiy, 
and existed also in Ilolstein, Scbleswig, Hanover, Brunswick, 
and all round Hamburg and Liibeck. (jS^ Appendix B.) 

It could not be expected that people would giro their Utcs 
with any great enthusiasm to the support of such a system as 
this, especially when called to fight republican armies, that 
promised liberty, and all manner of untold blessings. There 
was nothing for them to be attached to — ^nothing for them to 
defend. Those to whom they belonged, and to whom they 
might have become attached, often residing in cities, retiring 
to their estates only for a few weeks, and taking no interest 
in their people except to make of them constant demands for 
money, which they found it difficult to satisfy. If they must 
fight, there must be held out to them some inducement. 

The first step towards bettering* their condition, was to 
secure to the feudrholdwg petuamtry the possession of their 
lands as long as they paid the rents, thus giving them a legal 
right to them. The next step was to include the serfs who 
Uyed on the outskirts of the land, and paid for the use of their 
patches in daily labor; and at last came the final measure that 
tliey sliould be absolute proprietors of their several holdings and 
paicJicSf upon conditions that made it almost a free gift to all. 
The other States soon followed the example of Prussia, and 
thus came this multitude of -small proprietors and little jMleA- 
wurk fields we sec through all Crcrmau} 

3* 
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Henceforth birth conferred no priTQegeSi and at a single 
blow, those who had for centories considered themselves asnpe- 

rior class, born to rights and honors, were leveled to the rank 
of those whom tbey had called slaves, had commanded, and 
perhaps flogged. It was for tiie one a great height from which 
to fall, and for the other a great depth from which to rise, and 
a people debased by ages of serfdom, could not in a day or year 
become intelligent and fitted for their new position ; and no 
edict of king or emperor cookl destroy the feeling in the heart 
of the noble, which ages of prestige and homage had nourished, 
that he was by nature a higher order of being than those whom 
he had held snbject. Names could be blotted out, ranks and 
titles obliterated, but cordial feelings of eqnality conld not in 
an instant arise between those who had been so long separated 
by the great gulf which exists between master and slave. Yet 
it was a measure originating in a desire to promote the best 
good ci all, and it is not strange that mistakes should be made 
in the details of a great rcTolntion, not the less a reTdntion, 
because it was brought about by a king, instead of people, and 
accomf^hed withoat civil war. 

It was considered a great infringement of the rights of pro- 
perty, that the fendal proprietor should thns snmmarily be 
deprived of services which had been looked on in the light of 
property, and no compensation be allowed, and that lands, the 
rent of which had been his wealth, should be " sold or otherwise 
disposed of," without permitting him a voice in the matter. It 
was taking from him a right he had enjoyed undisputed a thou- 
sand years, and it is not easy to see how a king conld consider 
himself entitled to abolish a privilege as well established as his 
claim to the throne. Jiotli originated about the same time, or 
If either 9oi|i4 clp.im precedence in time, the feudal lord had 
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decidedly the adTantage, and both or^nated in tlie same way 
by assmnptioii, and the right of the strongest, and in Prussia 
especially a sceptre had been but a very little while in the 
hands of her kings. 

The nobility no longer having the consequence which great 
landed possessions conferred upon them, and dci^ending upon 
official and military offices for support, lost their influence, and 
indeed are no longer a nobility m the land. Those who retain 
the titles have nothing to sastain them, and the little appendage 
of de or von coininaiids very little extra respect. 

In France, the people were also given a representative gov- 
ernment^ which calls them to a new sphere of action, and grada- 
ally educates them for a higher position. People will not 
instruct themselves in that which does not concern them, and 
cannot possibly take an interest which will keep their minds 
awake, and make them mtelligent, thinking beings, in affairs 
which reqnire or allow no action. 

Prussia has not yet given the people the |)rivilege of any voice 
in the government. The king is very nearly as much of an 
antocrat as the Czar of Russia. The serfs were emancipated, 
and feel that the soil is their own, bnt it is stfll so loaded with 
taxes, and their freedom of motion is so curtailed, and the free- 
dom of speech so forbidden, the new governmental machmery 
is so expensiyCi and their toil to meet all its demands so 
oppressive, that their condition is very little improved by what, 
it would seem, must be so great a blessing. They cannot 
choose the village schoolmaster who is to teach their children, 
nor the clergyman who is to instruct them in religion ; and 
every officer necessary in the most trifling local affaurs of the vil- 
age, is appointed by government. They are taught to read, and 
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jiu nished if they will not learn to read, by the same gOYernment 
that afterwards punishes them if they listen to a preacher, or 
look in a book, except sach a one as the king approyes. 
What arc they still but slaves who submit quietly to such u 
state of things t . 



CHAPTER III. 

ARISTOCRACY — OFFICIALS — PASSPORTS, 

m 

After the first steps of the great change in the couditioa 
of the people, there came the new and important qnestion of 
what shoold be snbstitnted in place of the feudal aristocracy, 
as a support to the throne, and a machinery for accomplishing 
its purposes. There most be a middle party between the king 
and people, who are too far removed from each other to 
know their mntnal wants, or nnderstand their mntnal sym- 
pathies ; a class who have been served by slaves and know 
nothing of labor, must still live, and though paupers, could not 
be hnddled into poor-houses, or turned into the streets to beg. 
There must be some respectable position manufactured for 
thousands of persons who must still be kept apart from the 
common herd, and have been deprived of their heredUary 
titles and expectancies ; and hoe we find the secret of the 
great army of petty oflQcials in uniforms, springing up like 
mushrooms all over the land. It seems to the traveler that 
every third person weaia the badge of office, and statistics tell 
us that three millions, at leasf, depend directly on govem- 
incut for their daily bread. In the choice of none of these 
have the people a single vote, and whatever may be their 
crimes, delinquencies or oppressions, can have no influence in 
getting them removed. Their sympathies are never in any iu* 
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stance with the people, but with the govcrnmcut that appointij 
them, and pays theiD, ancl requires of them blind and abject 
obedience to its commands, against which they are in little 

clanger of oHViuling, for the loss of its patronage is tlic loss 
of all thiugs, as they have no knowledge of any other business 
than the routine of the one office in which they happened to 
get mstalled. 

The appointment is one for life if no olTonce is given, and in 
all the inferior positions, where the duties are almost mechani- 
caly and the performance of them reqnures no thought, and very 
little exertion, they go through the monotonoas process of 
signing passports and collecting taxes, till they have scarcely 
more intelligence or animation than the corns and papers they 
handle. 

In America, " rotation in office'' is the principle from high- 
est to lowest, and though the system has its evils, one may be 
very well content with them who has thoroughly understood 
the "office for life" system of Germany, where there is no 
accountability but to the king, and fidelity to an autocrat for 
the one selfish purpose of gaming and keeping a government 
place, is the sole inspiring motive in the performance of every 
duty. Bnt the evil does not end with those already provided 
for, but extends to the hundreds who are living in idleness in 
expectation of office, and who having been trained with special 
r^erence to it, never think of aj^lying themselves to any 
other business, and have no practical knowledge that fits them 
for any useful station in life. 

Not merely those performing government duties are thus de- 
pendent^ bnt those of every possible profession and trade. The 
apothecary is licensed by government, and cannot open a shop 
in any city or place without permission, and only a certain 
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number are allowed in any one at a time. The physician must 
obtain the same permission to practise, the dentist to fill teeth, 

the merchant to sell goods, the mason to make bricks, the 
shoemaker to make shoes, and the cartman to drive his donkey, 
and for every office or trade there are hundreds all the time 
waiting. 

In one year there were a hundred livings in the churcli va- 
cant, bat there were also nearly three hvmdred a^licants ! For 
a hundred vacant judgeships there were two hundred and fifty 
applicants; and for a hundred medical appointments, two 
hundred ready to take them, and liaving no education or know- 
ledge by which they conld do anything else. 

The nniversities are all under the fostering care of gorem- 
ment, and the church is paternally cared for in the same way, 
and those who teach either religion, philosophy, or political 
economy must be careful that their dogmas are ia accordauco 
with those of the king, else forewell to honor and flEurewell to 
bread. So here is a government phalanx of three millions in 
active service, and as many more obsequiously petitioning and 
waiting for the same favors. In England and America these 
young men would engage m some business, however humble, by 
which they could earn a living, and consider it infinitely mbre 
honorable than such a life, and the educated and intellectual 
portion of the people mnst be as verily slaves as the serfs, or 
such trammels upon their thoughts and tongues could not be 
borne. 

We are continually taunted with the reproach that Ameri- 
cans are without education, without appreciation of the fine 
arte, and money is theur god. To which we amid reply that 
there is more really valuable education in one State- of our 
Federal Union than in all the German States together. We 
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have no galleries of art, to be sara; and may the time be long 
before the people are taxed millions of dollars to boiU fhem 

and furnish them, while they live in hovels and starve in gar- 
rets, and we think we shall be long in deciding that it is bet* 
ter to beg than lay np money. It is said to be a very fire- 
qnent occarrence, that the grown ap and able-bodied students 
of universities, and the mechanics learning their trades, are 
seen begging on the highways, and always with a pipe in their 
mouths. Even the peasant people are taxed to support the 
king's theatre, and we oonfess mnsic has not seemed to ns so 
divine an art, since we have seen at what expense of comfort 
it is cultivated, and how degraded are many who attain to the 
highest perfection in a science considered so ennobling. 

It was long before we came to (Germany that we conclnded 
mere book knowledge to be the least important and useful of 
aU, and our oinnion has been a thousand times strengthened 
once we came to this land of dreamers, theorists and specula- 
tors. What good do they accomplish ? How much better for 
themselves and their country that they should be engaged iu 
*8ome employment that would provide for themselves comfort, 
and add to the comfort of others ? What a century of genuine 
every-day work is necessary all over tlie land, to give the 
homes of the people the very first elements of true comfort, such 
as the humblest family in New fingland wenld consider abso- 
lately necessary to life. Labor with the hands they eomMer 
degrading, so they sit down to eat the bread of dependence 
and spin out theories, till some vacancy in the offices of 
church or state gives them something to do, that comports with 
^ their ideas of hoaoraUe employment. It is said that nine- 
tenths of the students in the universities are wasting their 
energies iu this dreamy life of expectation. 
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Once in a go?erumeut stall they are fixed for life, and nearly 
erery g^Temment office, high and low, requires a nniTeioty 
edocation. It is certainly wasted on half the metapbysieians 
and theologians, who would be doing less harm, at least, if they 
were hammering stone; and what good it does these " servants 
of the state,'' who are the merest machines in eyery dnty they 
are called on to perfimn, and are not allowed to act in a single 
instance for themselves as free agents— cannot marry without 
permission — we cannot imagine. 

It is infinitely amnsing, however, to see the importance they 
assnme on the most trifling occasion, especially those who stand 
at the corners of the streets, or in some little hut that professes 
to be a custom hoose, or at some pgttmMs to receive your 
passport They seem folly conscious of the petty bnsuiesB 
they are engaged in, and by their pomposity and blaster, and 
the scarlet badge around their throats, remind one of the sable 
tenant of the farmyard when attempting to frighten children . 
from its precincts I Weddff rotaUon would be better than a sys- 
tem that supports this army of lazy, stupid, conceited life-long 
officials, their " fair round bellies with good capon lined," and 
their £ur round fiAoes such a mass of stolidity as one would not 
have believed the human countenance could present. We have 
once or twice fallen into their hands, and though we experi- 
enced no evil, had full proof of their importance. 

In the free city of FnxMoti we wished to spend a few weeks, 
and take up our abode in a &mily of " birth and position/' not 
doubting that in a respectable place we should be considered 
re^ctable, and not having learned from any previous experi- 
ence, that no amount of respeetalnlity could exempt men or 
women, in Germany, from the special superviskm of the police. 
We were scarcely domiciled when we were called upon by one 
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of this august body to prove our right aud title to live and 
breathe unmolested in a so-calied firee city, in the middle of 
this enlightened nineteenth oentnry. The personage who came 

to inspect our crcdctitials was a good typo of his class, his 
couuteQance giviug good eyideace of the dull rouUue of his 
lifiB. 

We stood np before him like a cnlprit about to be seatenoed, 

as he asked : 
*' How long do jrou wish to live 'm Frankfort 
« I don't know > periiaps a monthi perhaps six m^mths.'' 
" It is necessary that yon have permission." 

"Yes, sir." 

" Have yon a passport V* 
"Yes, sir" 

"It is necessary that I see if 

" Yes, sir," and we depart to bring it. 

" I wUl take it to the police office, and return.'' 

"Yes, sir." 

Whereupon he departed, and we, in the meantime, make 
ourselves merry with the ridiculous law that requires a respec- 
table lady in respectable life to be summoned before the 
pdiee. But our good landlady was almost as much shocked 
as if we had been guilty of sacrilege — that we shonld presume 
to doubt the concentrated wisdom of a hundred Frankfort 
Burgomasters. "It was yay necessary," she msisted* abso- 
lutely necessary for the peace and wellrbemg of the citjr, that 
no person should be permitted to live in it without permission 
from the government." 

" And what will it do for the peace and well-being of the 
gOTomment when I get this penni8S]o&— what more will tliey 
know about me for looking at that piece of parchment, which 
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WAS written and signed by those wiio never saw nor beard of 
me, and knew notiiing of my title to respectability, and only 
knew npon my own assertion whether I was bom in one 
country or another 

To this she had nothing to answer, bat still insisted that it 
was necessary, and to prove it, said : " Only a little while ago, 
there came a man — ^a Frenchmai^who remained a long time, 
and then ran away without paying his bills," etc., etc. We 
b^an to think it might be a rare city for Tirtne and honesty, 
when it was rdated as a manrelons thing "tbtkt a man — a 
Frenchman — ^ran. away without paying his bills." We had 
heard of fifty Frenchmen, and Germans too, who had done the 
same in New York. But oar after-experience destroyed eyen 
this happy illusion. We learned, though not for the first time, 
that people can be a great deal more scrupulous about what 
their neighbors do than what they do themselves. 

In half an hoar the policeman retomed, and sdemnly said : 

" Yon can stay in Frankfort six months, and if yon behave 
properly, will not be further molested. But if you then wish 
to prolong your residence, the permission must be renewed." 
We paid the required sum for this permission, and the man of 
authority retired, appearing to think himself on an equality 
with some gallant knight-errant. 

In a little village of Nassau we wished to tarry for a week, 
and did not once think of a passport, but the poor offietal, 
having nothing else to do, was glad of anythfng to vary the 
monotony of his life, and immediately came Ulusteriug in to 
demand the proofs that we could be permitted with impunity 
to live in a little dirty inn, in the dominions of the Grand 
Dvke of Nassau. Alas ! we had no proofs, except that we 
considered ourself a respectable-looking personage, and such 
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of our deeds ns were on record, were not amoug those of spies, 
'thieTes, and hooaebreakera. But ttus was not enough | no 
stranger conld be. allowed to dwell in their midst, without tiie « 

writing signed by the proper authorities, that testified that he 
was no vagabond, that might pillage or burn, or Avhat per- 
haps was more to be feared, might die^ and salject them to 
the expense of prayers and borial serrioe. In anotiier place 
in Darmstadt we lieard this given as the only reason for requir- 
ing all this ceremoQj. If people were sick or in distress, they 
wished to know where they lired in order to be aUe to appeal 
to their friends or government, as they conld not afford to 
take care of a sick stranger, or incur the expenses of his fune- 
ral. We coald see a Uttle sense, bat not mnch charity, in 
snch a reason. 

There was no appearance of mortal sickness about ns, and 

we feel quite as sure, as little of being thief or vagabond. Yet 
this did not procure us any mercy from a Nassau ofUcial. He 
considered it his dnty ;to put us under the lock and key of a 
government station-house, until the Consular Agent of the 
United States of America, and His High Mightiness the Grand 
Dnke of Nassau, could come to an understanding concerning 
onr destination. 

We preferred to depart, and shake the dnst of such a heathen 
land from our feet, rather than put these dignitaries to so much 
trouble. But when the inn-keeper and some young men who 
had been to America, and learned a little of civilization, heard 
this conclusion, they petitioned in onr behalf, and succeeded in 
assuaging the fears of the man of power for the safety of the 
Sti^, and he condescendingly extended us permission to remain 
one week, accompanied by the assurance that his watchful eye 
would be upon us 1 
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But the people themselves, caaoot go from ooe priacipalitj 
to aaotlier without all this parade ; the peasants cannot go 
from Tillage to Tillage to attend a fair without permission ; and 
the Diechauics, who are compelled by law to spcud three years 
in goiug from place to place, to learn or practise their trades, 
are still not able to travel twenty miles in any direction with 
these passports. The police oflSoe is only open at certain hours, 
and if they do not arrive in season in any day, they must be 
detained at great expense till another day, and the appointed 
lionr, and each must pay the sum fixed by law, or go to prison, 
or the station-house fx the reception of yagabonds. 

A lady who arrives in any place and has not a passport, 
must give fifty dollars bond for good bebaTior, or the family 
must with whom she resides, no matter what their station, or 
how well known they may be ; with neither money nor pass- 
port she would be turned adrift. The pretence for all this is, 
that they have so great a regard for morality, and the general 
wellrbeing of the community, that they cannot allow in their 
midst irresponsible persons, or those of donbtful position ; and 
this, when you have only to look out of the window, to see 
the most flagrant Ytolations of morality and decency in every 
street and at every corner ; such proofs of the immorality of 
the whole people as seem impossible to be permitted to exist 
in any civilized or Christian land. 

The whole system of signing and visaing jpasspartt and 
various other ^documents, is kept up for the sole purpose of 
giving employment to those tens of thousands of ollicials, who 
have no education or faculty for doing anything else, and whom 
the government need as spies to promote their secret purposes. 

In Norway, officials are accountable to government, but 
government is also accountable to the- people for the appoint- 
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ment of its officers, and cannot retain or dismiss them at its 
wUL They can appeal to ooarts, and be tried if accused, and 
are therefore quite iadependent, and speak and write of goTem- ^ 
ment measares with the same fireedom as others ; and being 
allowed to think and speak, and act freely, do not become 
machines or automatons, and the people are not at all in their 
power. 

In America, all official stations are filled by those who are 
constantly mingling with the people, and are of them, knowing 
all their wants and grievanoesy because they have themsdves 
experienced them. Srery man who holds an <rfBce, ftfm Hie 
highest to the lowcj^t, bus also another trade or profession ; 
and only proves himself qualihed for official position by success 
in some other calling. Office is a reward, and not a profession 
by which to gain a livelihood, and the hope of obtaining a 
position which tlic comiuunity considers honorable, is an incite- 
ment to industry and self-qualilicatioQ. No man is a policeman 
or tax-gatherer for life. These are only episodes which give 
hun a little yariety, and do* noi stamp tax-gatherer npon his 
face or niunners, as we have seen stamped upon so many here, 
who have done nothing bat collect money all then: lives, and 
nerer having been one among those who were called upon to 
pay it also, have no sympathy with the people, bnt demand 
** tlie utmost farthing " with a stoical severity, which is indeed 
" grinding the face of the poor,'' in the most oppressive manner. 

An Englishman, who may be supposed to l^tve no undue 
partiality for American institutions, says : " That in all the 
affairs of the United States, men of ordinary education and 
common sense have shown themselves capable of discharging 
very ably all those public functions and official affairs, which 
in Europe are supposed, from their being wrapped up in forms 
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and etiquette of procedure, to require long training in official 
bureaux of ministers, very great experieucc, and much study. 
The Americans have proved in the cabinet and in the field, that 
all this false importance, claimed bj men of office and rontane, 
yanishes in the management of pobUe affiurSi before sonnd 
common sense aud enor^^y. 

" In their foreign diplomacy, American ministers, fresh from 
the connting^ionae, the printing^ffice, or the farm, conduct im- 
portant negotiations, at least as successfully, as the regularly 
trained ambassadors of the old European couutries. American 
statesmen and generals have proved themselves equal to those 
bred in courts and on parades^ in bureaux and at grand re* 
views." 

In Germany, only those who arc educated for certain places, 
and are living in expectation of them, take any interest in the 
knowledge requisite for performing the duties which belong to 
them. Among the peasantry there is no hope of office of any 
kind ; no hope of anything out of their humble sphere ; and 
they therefore have no object and no ambition, to extend their 
thoughts or knowledge beyond their humble duties. The mere 
acquisition of knowledge is an incentive to but very few. 

In America, the humblest ploughboy indulges the faint hope 
that he may one day become President of the United States ; 
and knows as well, that it is not as ploughmaii, that he can 
enjoy such honors. He may be a mechanic, a farmer, all his 
life, but he must not be an ignorant one ; without an abund- 
ance of energy of mind and body in active operation. 

Ambition — ^the reward of distinction of some kind — ^is also 
necessary to spur men to effort. If a man gains wealth, he 
exhibits talent of a certain species, and patient perseveriug 
effort, which deserves the reward of commendation in some 
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form from his fellow-men, and deserves position, far more than 
those who are born to honorSj and who cannot appreciate true 
noerit ( Set Appendix C) 

The objection is made to rotaHtm^ the great ezdtement and 
whirl in which it keeps the whole country. But this is exagge- 
rated by the newspapers, and is only political at any time. To 
those who look on, and only read the daily joomals, America 
seems like one great maelstrom, into which all that is ralaable 
in society is being plunged. But the social condition of the 
country is far less affected by it thau appears. In New Eng- 
land the pec^ are about as settled in their ways, and aa im- 
moTable as the Germans, only they happen to be settled into 
a better order of things. Even the yearly rotation in office 
produces scarcely a ripple upon their sea of life. They put on 
and off dignities as they do their wmter garments, and take it 
an as a matter of course. The duties of most offices are little 
more than matters of ceremony, there as w^ell as here ; and the 
man who gathers taxes spends but very little time about it, 
and is not obliged to n^ect his farm or his merdiandise to 
count money or keep an account of it. Even those who are 
sent to the Senate and House of Representatives, require only 
the exercise of a little good sense, and it is certain that many 
in the early days of the republic, aashrted in firaming the best 
Constitution and laws any country has seen, without being able 
to spell three words correctly, and hardly able to write at all ; 
and when this was done, they returned to the plough and the 
desk, not less expert or content than before. 

Kings invent many instruments of oppression, and this army 
of spies is not the least of them all. There is not a man ia 
New England who would wear the yoke under which the Ger^ 
man peasant bends, for a single day or hour. 
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COSTUHES — FEUDAL OPPRESSION — REUGIOK. 

It has been a matter of great wonder and curiosity to us, as 
we have read of Germany, hov, witbia so small a compass, 
there could live so many distinct daases of people — how each 
little proTince or district should retain a distinct costame, and 
enstoms as unlike those in a neighboring proviace or district aa 
those of Paris and Constantinople. 

We could understand that people Uving onder different goY- 
emments and laws, and speaking different languages, should be 
different. The Turkish costume is the costume of all Turkey, 
the Grecian of all Greece ; and in the great empire of Kossia 
there are only two— one for the serf, and one for his master. 
In Norway there is only one. In England, the dress of the cot- 
tage is the same in form and fashion as that of tlie court, dif- 
fering only in material, according to the means of the wearer, 
and diversified by the tastes of individnals. Why should there 
be in Germany a hundred among no greater number of peo- 
ple ? The solatioQ we Had not so difi^cult, now we have come 
among them. 

Long centories ago, when Tacitos wrote of the Germans, he 
mentioned twenty-seven tribes situated between the Elbe, the 

Saale, and the Vistula, and eigliteen others between the Elbe 
and the Bhine, all speaking the same language, and evidently 
baring the same origui, yet always remaming distinct. They 
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would perhaps unite to repel foreign invasion, and immediately 
separate again, to revolve m their own little orbits, and live 
withiD their own little spheres. 

At the time of this description they were, in erery sense of the 
word, barbarians ; and we are not to suppose that Tacitus, or 
any one else, in those days obtained any very definite know- 
ledge of fiffy roTing, barbaroos tribes, q>eaking a different lan- 
guage from his own, and keeping no records by which the past 
or present could be traced. Their clothing was the skin of the 
l^east of the forest, and their food his flesh. 

As ci?iUzation crept in among them, we can easily imagine 
that he who was at first their chief, because he was more strong 
or more fierce, became tlicir rnlcr, because he was more wise 
or more canning. The next step they would naturally take to- 
wards permanency and order wonld be that of feudalism, when 
a few more ambitions and braye than the rest wonld appropri- 
ate the land, and those who lived upon it, and for defence build 
their strongholds, which we see scattered all over the interior 
of Gtonany, and marshal uonnd them as many d^ndents as 
their domains wonld support, who wonld haTO no option but to 
obey. 

In a little time, power would become coosolidated in the 
hands of a few, and the mnltltude wonld become snlgects, with 
snch rights and privileges only bs their masters saw fit to 
grant ; and as there is a peculiar fascination in power, any one 
who could obtain authority over a sufficient number would con- 
stltnte hunself theur prince or governor. Thus each petty tribe 
became a petty principality, and a few baronial lords formed a 
feudal court — the satellites of a prince who ruled only by the 
right of the strongest, and at most numbered only a few hun- 
dreds within the lunits of his power. Thus we read of those 
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grand cavalcades, where the prince, with his lords and knights, 
with their sqaires and vassals, issued from the castle gates with 
the sound of masic and the flonrish of trumpets, striking awo 
into the hearts of the people by the imposing spectacle. 

How it should happen that each little court should have an 
entirely distinct costume does not appear, unless from the desire 
of each to take advantage of everything that could give it 
prestige and importance; and a livery by which all who belonged 
to it should be known, would certainly be a very effective 
way, and is still practised among the different noble fEuuilies of 
England in r^ard to all who belong to their households. 

That in these days the dress of the serf was the same as that 
of his lord, and the maid like that of her mistress, is known by 
the carvings upon armory, and upon the monuments in old 
cathedrals. There we find upon the tomb of the prince and 
baron the costume in which he was accustomed to appear; and 
we see that the costume of the peasant in that principality or 
dnkedom is the same to tins day. The dress of the modern 
courtier is changed ; for he has "gone the way of all the 
world,'' which is to Pari% for his fSftshions, and indulgos in all 
the freaks for which the fickle goddess is so famed. But the 
peasant knows nothing of Paris, and in these days knows 
scarcely more of the Uttle G^erman court, which is not the 
grand affair it was in the old feudal times; and besides, changes 
arc not within his means. We have sometimes asked them 
why they dressed in so peculiar a way, instead of conforming 
to the rest of the world, and they say: " This was the way our 
fathers did, and they were respectable people, so we follow 
their example.'* 

When it became the custom for lords and ladies to spend 
thdr time in distant cities, and to leave their castles and estates 
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to brutal overseers, only spending a few weeks occasionally 
among their dependeots, the tie of affection was dissolved, and 
obedience was no longer a dictate of the heart, bnt a matter of 
nnwflling necessity. The line between the " high-bom and 
lowly became more marked and impassable than ever. The 
one class became more proad, and hanghty, and distant, and 
the other more abject and debased in their servitude. Those 
of the same hnmble condition became more attached to their 
own ways, and tenacious of their peculiar customs, and min- 
glii^ Teiy little with others, had no motire or indacement to 
change. 

There was also another question which continually recnrred, 
and was in the distance quite as insoluble. When serfdom was 
abolished, and the peasant liecame a firee man, why did so great 
a political change effect so little in his social condition ? In 
other lands the peasantry gradually adopt the dress, and man- 
ners, and habits of living of those above them, and the country 
imitates the town. But here there is no snch amalgamation. 
However high the standard of intelligence, refinement, and cnl- 
tivation in any city, the people, one mile beyond its walls, are 
in no material respect diflferent from their ancestors hundreds 
of years ago. What can there be in their humble rontine that 
acts like a spell in keeping them within its circle ? Alas ! we 
have learned that it is the pressure ftrom above that keeps them 
down. There is nothing essentially groveling in their natures. 
They are no longer serfe, bat they are still very far from being 
firee, and to change their condition is as impossible now as when 
they were bought and sold with the land they tilled. 

We have listened in amazement to hear the contempt with 
which city people speak of the LandleuU — the country or peasant 
peo^e— as if they were r^tiles or worms, to be trodden upon ; 
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and it is true that every inauiier of iinkiiidufss and ungenerous 
advantage is exercised towards them to make tliem feel their 
degradation, and keep up the enmity between them. Even in 
the free cities tbey are not allowed to pass the gates without 
tribute. The market-woman cannot bring her basket of eggs 
and vegetables, without having it first searched, and that it is 
often done in the most' insulting manner we have been eye- 
witness. The farmer's cart, too, is snbject to the same inspeo 
tion, and half his hay or straw, or whatever he carries, is per- 
haps tumbled into the street, for him to reload, which he is told 
to do with a corse that makes him writhe beneath the indignity, 
as well as groan * under the tyranny. How can they care to 
imitate even the good they see in a people from whom they 
experience so much evil ? 

In many districts we see among the peasantry a few who 
hare become rich, yet they do not change their costume, except, 
perhaps, to wear a little finer material, and do not remodel 
their bouses or furniture, and these are as essentially distiuct 
and peculiar as their dress. There is an evident wish to remain 
distinct, and a decided ayersion to assimilation, deep^ated, 
and deep-sown ydth the seeds of animosity. The yarious sub- 
jects and illustrations which fill the remainder of our book will 
perhaps do something towards an explanation, if to others the 
question is iuTolved in the same mystery that it was to us. 

The large landowners, on being deprived of their estates, 
removed to the towns, and could not, of course, be supposed to 
feel very amiable under the new order of things. They had lost 
their wealth, and were shorn of their laurels. Labor had 
always been performed by the degraded, and they looked upon 
it as degrading. They, therefore, could not toil. For support 
and position they must depend upon government offices, and it 



78 



FEASANT LIF£ IN OEfiMANY 



is not likely would give their influence to measures for the 
benefit of those who had become firee at their expense. Ttus is 
oar supposition ; we cannot trace through all their gradations 
the decrees which have proved a millstone upon the necks of 
the poor, and we cannot imagine how kings and councils, in 
their Benses, coold, from any motiTC whatever, bind the souls 
and bodies of thdr sntgects as those of erery subject in Ger- 
many are bound. 

We did not think to enter into the assemblies of princes, or 
to meddle with their decrees ; bat when we came to mingle 
with the people, we found everything in their social state and 
economy so depending u})Oii their govern luents, that without 
entering a little into the reasons of things, and tracing effects to 
their causes, all we had to relate would seem without beginning 
and without end— an unintelligible mass of details, concerning 
manners and customs, as strange among civilized people, in the 
nineteenth century, as the fetish of Africa, or the caste of 
Hindostan. 

How often we have heard it expressed as a matter of 

astonishment, in America, that the country in which originated 
the Keformatiou should have so soon degenerated into a nation 
"fearing not God and keeping not his word." How many are 
lamenting that the children of those who were the disciples of 
Luther and Calvin, and ready to give their lives in defence of 
the faith, should have become indifferent to the religion of their 
fathers, and that the churches where tiie truth was first 
preached in its simplicity should be left desolate I Yet there 
are very good reasons for Ihis seeming degeneracy, which is not 
strange in the ordinary nature of things, for causes have been 
followed by their natural effects. 
It is not so long ago, that it should be forgotten by those 
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who are not " the oldest inhabitants/' that a Protestant king 
of Fru8a\Aforladc"iikB worship of God according to the dic- 
tates of his conscience," to every Lntheran and Oalyinist in 
his doniiuious. Frederic William III., like Henry VIII. and 
James I., wished to be supreme in the Church as well as the 
State, and framed a liturgy which was henceforth to be used 
among his people, if their obedience could be enforced hj fire 
and fagot, or at the point of the sword. 

Catholics were allowed to go on as the pope ordained, but for 
state reasons it was necessary to make a compromise with the 
sovereign pontifiT, and as it would be impossible to convert the 
Protestants of Germany back to Catholicism, the attempt was 
made to compromise with them also, or rather a decree was 
made commanding them to give up the beloved ritual which 
Luther prepared, and the prayer-book he recommended, and 
those who should refuse were threatened with fire and impri- 
sonment." 

In the Lutheran chuches, many more of the Catholic forms 

had been retained than in the Calvinist, which were rigid in 
their simplicity ; but both were now alike required to restore 
the dethroned images, to set up the candlesticks, and rehang 
the pictures, and to "fall down and worship'' in the way 
the king ordained. Prussia was but a small portion of Ger- 
many, and this sceptre extended over but few among the whole 
people, till all those of inferior right and power thougVt to 
exalt themselves by following so worthy an example. The 
Duke of Baden declared the Calvhiistic service too demo- 
cratic to be allowed in the land of princes, and so the whole 
Protestant nation was at once nominally transformed from 
many Lutheran and Oalvinistic churches, to onk Prussian 
ckurcJif in which all were to worship together. 
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It couM not be expected that forms which liad been estab- 
lished for centuries should be quietly given up and others 
adopted at the simple mandate of a king, It was not strange 
that the cbarches shonld be deserted, and that the people 
should become indifferent to religion in any form. 

But this was not all. A Protestant king of Fmssia, in the 
nineteenth centurj, forbade, also, on pain of fine and imprison- 
ment, meetings in private houses, for prayer and praise, and 
kept corps of military on every highway, and in every village 
street, to ferret oat any poor disciples who should venture to do 
what the Saviour recommended, rather than the king of Prussia. 
Christ said " where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there will I be in their midst but those who would 
do this in Germany, must hide themselves among rocks and in 
caves, as did the early Ohristians, who were by Romam empe- 
rors persecuted and slain. Whole villages in Silesia were 
deserted by the inhabitants, who fled across the sea for no other 
purpose than to be able to preach and pray as they thought 
right. We have traversed the road by ^hi'ch they marched to 
the vessels which bore them weeping away, and have talked with 
those who saw them, with weary footsteps, marching through 
the forests and along the valleys, broken m spirit and heavy* 
hearted. Six hundred embarked from one port in a day, and 
from two to three thousand in all renounced home and couatry, 
and^ll else they held dear, for the faith of then: fathers. 

It was in December, 1834, that a body of soldiers, were 
marched upon the little village of Iloenigcrn, the home of 
pious Lutherans, to compel them to enter the churches and 
worship after the form the king had prescribed. Finding the 
churches locked and nailed, they forced them open, and fired 
upon the people, wounding many. Still they resisted, and 
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neither the sword nor iinprisoniheut could force them to obey. 
Their hoases were then hlied with a brutal soldiery, who were 
permitted to trample and insalt them, bat still thej opened not 
their months, and when there was no longer hope of peace and 
freedom of conscience, they Ocd. Not yet thirty years have 
passed since this scene of bloody persecution in the name of 
Protestantism and Ohristianity. 

It was this same king who promised bis snbjects a " consti- 
tution" and " representatlTe goyernment," and though rein- 
stated npon his throne npon solemnly pledging his word that this 
shonld be their reward, he never fulfilled this promise. Every 
feeling that could attach them to king and country has been 
outraged. 

In 1815, when the nations met in the famous ** Congress of 
Vienna,'' to divide the spoils, not a thought was bestowed upon 

the people, who were set off aud parcelled out at the sovereign 
will aud pleasure of these lords and potentates, in a way to 
best promote their own interest.* Those who had long served 
undcfir one duke or margrave, were in a day transferred to an- 
other, without regard to any bond of attachment they might 
have to the name and family of him whose subjects they and 
their fathers had been. This was nothing to those who only 
counted the number who could owe them allegience, and the 
amount of treasure in gold and silver which would be poured 
into their coffers, by so many slaves. Wiiether they had hearts 
and souls or not, wns of no consequence, or how ruthlessly they 
were trampled and crashed. 

What wonder that loyalty and religion dwelt no more in the 
fatherland 1 

But let America remember, she has in her midst more than 
one colony of praying Grermans, who fled firom the land of their 

4* ' 
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birth, and the homes which had been hundreds of years their 

fathers' and fathers* fathers, to seek an asylum in a strange 
land beyoud the sea, for exactly the same reason that 

" A band of pilgrims moored their barks 
On the wild New England coast'* 

Thej had not so many "perils by sea and perils by land/' 
and therefore theur names will not live so long in story, bat 
they were not the less martyrs in the cause of tmth. 

It was in the nineteenth, instead of the seventeenth century, 
that they were driven forth by the rod of persecution, and they 
took reftage in a land of plenty, so they did not " die of cold, 
and hunger, and nakedness,'' and their prayers and tears have 
not been so often the theme of poet and historian. But they 
deserre a passing tribute, at least, from those who wonld 
do honor to self-denial and sacrifice in a noble cause. We have 
seen the homes they founded in the new world, far awoy in the 
western wilderness, the churches they built, and heard the faitU 
they teach, and know them to be good and tme. And now we 
have seen, in the old world, the homes they left, which were not 
deserted because they were not fair and pleasant — because the 
sky above them was not genial, nor the earth able to yield an 
abundance for the wants of all her chiklreu, bat because oppres- 
sion sits in high plaoes, and they are scourged from the land 
they love. 
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ULIXART STSrnC AKD ITS SFTBOTS. 

It is in no instance because the land is not caltiyated in 
Germany, that she swarms in such multitudes. There is 
enough and to spare for all, if it were only di?ided in any 
equal measore, and the poor conld only be allowed the tenth 
part of the fruits of their labors. 

But tl^e most oppressive and paralyzing of all the influences 
upon the people is the military system, which we wonld think 
might hare been invented by some evil genios as a blight and 
plague-spot npon the nation. In thus, too, Prussia set the 
example, and the others followed, as if she were the goddess 
of wisdom, as indeed she seems to be in all that can be devised 
to bring evil upon Germany. 

Again we must go back to the past, in order to give a clear 
view of the present. 

In the old fenda]l times every able-bodied man was obliged 
to do military service, from prince to peasant — lirom the crown 
vassal to the meanest serf — and when of the whole there were 
so few, this was perhaps the only way to make snre of defence. 

The knight was obliged to appear in the field with two 
esquires, two servants, and nine horses, as his equipment. All 
nobles served on horseback, but the peasants and serfs, as well 

as the common people of cities and towns, served on foot. 

set 
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History and romance hare made us familiar with the deeda 

of brave knights, and gay troubadours have sung their loves, 
but we fancy they were both more brave and true in romance 
than reality. Obivalroas devotion to fair ladies, and breaking 
lances in the cause of honor, have something very fascinating 
as we read them ; but these very chivalrous knights beat their 
serfis till they could not stand, and even nnto death, for the 
most trifling offenoe^ and swore, and coxsed, and drank, and 
reyeled in a way that would banish any man from the society 
of gentlemen in these days. 

But beating of servants is not yet banished from the peculiar 
and cherished privileges of masters in Europe. We have just 
seen that in Sweden it still stands permitted upon the statute 
book, and when an effort was lately made to have it erased, 
the minority were against it. What a noble privilege, and 
how prized I that a master and mistress may beat their ser- 
vants whenever they please." That some made an effort to 
get it abolished, proves that it is also an abused privilege. 
There would be no need of deriving them of a right of which 
they never availed themselves, and those must be, to all intents 
and purposes, slaves, who have no alternative but to stand and 
be beaten. 

The word Moldier is derived from the word Sold, and means 
pay, and was applied to those men who were paid for doing 

military service by those who were allowed, and who preferred 
to give money instead of going themselves. Thus a few were 
exempt from this onerous duty, and it has been always con- 
ridered a step onward in civilisation. It was taken in the 
thirteenth century. 

In 1145, we find these military cavalcades spoken of as so 
many Speenf and to e^h qpear belonged a spearman, a squure, 



Digitized by 



MILITABY SYSTEM AND ITU EiTECIS. 85 

a weapon bearer, and eight heavy armed men on foot. Each 
company was composed of those who belonged to one feudal 
lord, so that they were not mere soldiers bonnd together by no 
tie except that alforded by military service. There was also 
a social bond, and when they went to the field, they fooght 
side by side with comrades whom they knew and lored. 

Charles VII. of France was the first king who kept a stand- 
ing army, but his example was soon followed by others ; for 
this was another step In advance of the old feudal system. 
The military strength of each country was then easOy ascer- 
tained, and the several princes wonid not be so likely to make 
war upon fatile occasions, nor the weak and defenceless to risk 
offence with those by whom they could be easily subdued. 

A certain number, kept constantly in pay and ready for 
service, was a great relief to the masses, who were thus at 
liberty to stay at home, and attend to their several callings, 
and their industry was thus adding wealth to the nation. That 
a few were required every year to .fill up the broken ranks, 
was a slight evil, to requiring the whole to be in readiness at 
any time to take the field, or to waste their time in military 
ezerdses. 

But the king of Prussia has seen fit to go back to the days 

of barbarism, and require of every man, of whatever trade or 
profession, to give three of the best years of his life, and the 
best portion of his strength and time to military drilling. He 
found, sure enongh, that his standing army was of little service 
against Napoleon's raw recruits, but Prussian officers were 
hampered by etiquette and burdened with equipage, and the 
soldiers were paralyzed by fear and brutalized by ill treat- 
ment, so that it was like moving a mass of dead bodies to 
marshal and command them on the field of battle. When 
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serfdom was abolished, and inhuman punishments interdicted, 
and a new aod living army went forth conquering and to con- 
quer, it was seen that men need not spend all their lires in 
military mancsams, in order to fight effectnallj. Bnt they 
need some strong, impelling motive; and such a one as Napo- 
leon and his armies fornisbed, will not be likely to be offsred 
again hi a centory. 

The king of Prussia mistook one cause for another, and 
concluded it was a better way to convert a whole nation into 
soldiers, and he has thus converted a whole nation into idlers 
and paralytics. ( See Appendix J).) 

Every man must spend three years, between twenty and 
twenty-five, in learning military tactics, lounging idly in bar- 
racks, and becoming acqnainted with every species of vice. 
How well fitted mnst a young man be for the hmnble duties 
of his trade, and the seclusion of a village home, who has been 
trained in sach a school In three years he could have 
acquired ASH in the use of tools, and an experience that would 
be a mine of wealth in after years, bat however dezteroos be 
has become in the use of sword and rifle, he is only the more 
awkward with the plough and the trowel. With the loss of 
knowledge he has lost his interest in the occupations by which 
he must gain bis bread, and most likely through life remains 
an ine£&cient and unproductive laborer. During these three 
idle years, others with the same trade take his place in the 
community, aod when he retnms he mnst commence again at 
every disadvantage. Very likely, too, he has acquired not 
only idle but vicious habits, and any one who has seen these 
young men roving and lounging about garrison towns, would 
not expect them ever again to become a useful or respectable 
class of people in any other sphere of life. They not only 
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become demoralized themselves, bat are the demoralizatioa o£ 
every place where they are qaartered, and when they are 
scattered again orer the conntry, mast carry with them these 
evil habits, which, evea if they make an effort, cannot be 
shaken off in a moment, after three years' indnlgence. One 
cannot help thmking that if there most be a soldiery, it is 
better that a few make it their profession, and snlfer its evils, 
than that every yoang man in the nation should be destroyed 
by its cormpt influences, and so paralysed in his business 
and industry, as to be henceforth useless to himself and the 
couutry. 

We have read a thousand heart-rending stories of the 
weeping and waaling caused by the conscription system of 
Napoleon ; that men were ready to cut off a right hand, or 

pluck out a right eye, rath'er than be enrolled in the army, 
but we have heard even that called a blessing in comparison 
to the Landwehr system' of the king of Prussia. Napoleon 
took only so many ftom a certain number of inhabitants, and 
in all cases a substitute was permitted, if it could be obtained; 
and also, in the old feudal system, a man could purchase 

• 

exemption ; but here there is no substitnUon and no exemption, 
and when three years have been wasted in drilU and manan- 

vrcs, this does not finish the evil. A few weeks of every year 
must be spent in pracUsmg, that he may not forget the rontine. 
A few regiments, called "regiments of the line,'' are kept 
continually in service and pay, and into these the raw recruits 
enter to be practised. What curses deep and long we have 
heard muttered against the governments that impose such laws 
and exactions I The revolution of 1848 was entirely in conse- 
quence of them. Tlie people had borne till there hod come a 
limit to their endurance, and they rose up to shake off the 
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chains. Bat^ as we laid before, there is In the thinking part 

of the people a defect. Thej are yisioaarj, aud attempt 
impossibilities. Tiiej have not been trained in a practical 
school, and the nnedncated, bnt deep^eeling and snifering 
people, who intrust themselves to their guidance, are deluded, 
and not delivered. 

When they fonnd there was no hope— that neither unity or 
liberty were to be obtained, then eommenced the stream of 
emigration which has been going on ever since, and to the 
causes of which government tries to shut its eyes. In the old 
military siystem, there was at least distinction to be gained, 
bnt In this there is none, because where erery man is a soldier 
all are on a level, and the peasants can seldom attain to the 
rank of officers, for the want of education, which they haye 
not the means to acquire. Thertf is nothing to kindle a spark 
of enthusiasm for their calling. They go like animals driven 
to l>e slaughtered, and perform their evolutions like automa- 
tons. 

There Is, besides, no unanimity between the different states, 

and in many cases the most cordial enmity. There can be 
nothing more intense than the hatred which the Prussian bears 
to the Austrian, which is manifested every time they meet in 
the street, and that of the Bohemian and Bayarian Is scarcely 
less to the haughty house of Hapsburg. There happened under 
our window one evening, in Frankfort, a quarrel and skirmish 
between the soldiers of these different states. The trouble 
commenced at a dance, where a pretty girl promised, her hand 
for the next waltz to a Prussian, and when the time came gave 
it to an Austrian. The former immediately drew his sword, and 
all present took sides, when they issued mto the street to fight 
it out. It was the first time in our life that we had seen the 
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clashing of swords, and though it was a verj insignificant 
occasion, and at the most a very trifliiig affair, it was soflBl- 
ciently sad and fearful. Several received wounds of •which Uiey 
afterwards died, and the whole length of the street was filled 
with people in carriages, on horseback, and on foot, from tlie 
lumbering and stately equipage of the Frankfort burgomaster, 
to the humblest boor. The uniform of each state is so distinct 
as to be recognized in the dark, and in any trouble the officers 
are immediately upon the alert. Patrols of ten or twenty 
commenced regular marches through the disaffected streets, and 
for several nights their tramping was heard till morning, and 
the sun " glistened on their bnmished armor." Every epithet 
of scorn which the language afforded, was hurled from one to 
the other among the offended, and all the authority of the city 
military, and official power of each regiment, were necessary to 
quell the disturbance. The canse we heard from a young girl 
who brought us bread the next day, and who was present. 
Her lover was also wounded, for this is one of the moral pecu- 
liaritieB of garrisoned towns, that every soldier becomes the 
fiamoi of some poor girl, who really believes that long years 
hence, when he is allowed, and able, to marry, she shall 
become his wife, which, we are sorry to say, seldom happens. 
No officer is allowed to marry unless he or his wife is worth 
five thousand dollars ; and no common soldier is allowed to 
marry at all. At all hours of the day, when not on duty, they 
may be seen promenading with their sweethearts, who are 
mostly servants in good families. The contrast is quite striking 
between the man and woman, for though the soldier is very 
likely from the same class as the servant, if well formed and 
good-looking in his uniform, he has decidedly the advantage of 
a poor girl who has just emerged from the kitchen, and has not 
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thought it at all necessary tx) fisup in order to go forth with 
her lover. Very likely she is on her way to market, with a tab 
or basket on her head, while he Is in laced coat and white kids, 
with a gilt sword- hilt and other bright accoatremeuts hanging 
at his side. They hare an appomtment, and wait for each 
other at some shop or comer, as th^girl cannot be songht at the 
place where she lives, though it is well known by those who 
employ her that much of her time is spent in soldiers' barracks. 
It has been a standing joke agiainst onr grmnnm since we have 
been here, that for weeks we assumed these pairs to be brothers 
and sisters, or members of the same family, as we had never 
dreamed that those bearing such a relationship promenaded 
openly and with the knowledge and consent of families of the 
first respectabQity.'' They may do it elsewhere, bat in ordinary 
dress it is not known, while the uniform makes it certain that 
these are only thousands of liaisons, as soldiers are not allowed 
to form any ties more honorable. 

We have never been able to understand how those who are 
scrupulous even to prudishness about what gentlemen and 
ladies do, should manifest no concern whatever in the moral 
welfare of the poor. A story will illustrate, and we had it 
from a German lady who was very tenacious of the honor of 
her country. A youug girl presented herself as wishing a place 
as domestic in the family. The husband said, " Ask her how 
many children she has ; and if she says one, it may be prudent, 
but better two or even three ; if she saya none, send her away 
by all means, for if she comes, we shall be obliged to dismiss 
her in six months.'' It is said by dty ladies, that girls from 
the country are far more debased than those who have lived 
always in the city, but we presume it is only that they are 
more easily deceived; and some assert that those from Catholic 
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districts are worse than aaj other ; bat this we did not find 
pro?ed in oar own obserrations, and do not think there is any 
ground for the assertion. 

When Napoleon swept through the land, he not only over- 
tnrned thrones and kingdoms, bat churches and monasteries. 
Hundreds of lazy monks were tamed adrift, and lazy priests 
deprived of their livings, and offices in the chnrch conferred 
upon worthy young men, and many from the peasant class 
received favors at his hands. What a tottering of old institu* 
tions there was wherever he went. And one must see the 
remnants of barbarism that still remain, and the iron hand of 
long-established despotism that still holds the reins of govern- 
ment — ^the shackles of customs hetened for ages upon the 
people, and the haughty oppression of a proud aristocracy, in 
order to fully understand the good work he performed. The 
most cruel acts of tyranny of which he was ever guilty, were 
mild, in comparison to those which were the daily pastime of 
the kings who ruled by the right divine, and those who are still 
denominated, " His most Christian Majesty," and the Lard's 
anointed.^' Another just such a whirlwind, to stir up the 
stagnant waters which are stUl settled in every valley of this 
old world, would bo the greatest blessing they could expe- 
rience. 

Kings were obliged to change their tactics, but the dungeons 
are not less dark and dank than they were when a republican 

army opened their doors and searched their recesses ; the 
chains are not less galling which fetter the limbs of those who 
do not sit down qnietly under the yoke which despots forge, 
and the poison not less effectual which stops the mnrmurings 
of unwilling slaves. 
There is no hope for Germany bat through some great con- 
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vulsion, whicli sliall make these potentates tremble for tlieir 
power, unless thej use it rightly. One writer, whose philoso- 
phizings have greatlj interested and edified ns, thinks anity 
among these many states impossible, because there is no mate- 
rial interest to unite them," and goes on to demonstrate that 
"England and Scotland would not have so quietly joined baodSy 
had it not been that the one seeded the other in commercial, 
manufacturing, and agricultural exchanges, and that the north- 
ern and southern States of America are linked by the same tie, 
which is stronger even than any national pride, any bond <^ 
brotherhood cemented by eren a long period of struggle and 
suffering side by side. People arc more inclined to do what is 
for their interest, than what is for their glory ; and as long as 
the cotton, sugar, and rice of the South are in demand at the 
North, and the commerce and manufactures of the North are 
necessary to the South, they will be as likely to dissolve into 
two or many separate gOTernments, as England to resolve itself 
into the Sazon Heptarchy.'' This material interest, together 
with the strong national feeling which does and must eyer 
exist between the descendants of those who partook of the 
same strife, and shared the same glory in establishing an inde- 
pendent government, may be the preserring element of onr 
republic. And we are inclined to think there will be few who 
will care to renounce their proprietorship in a government 
and country of which Washington was the common Father. 
The halo of American liberty shines equally upon all. The 
honor and glory of those who achieved it, were shared iu au 
equal degree by all. Those who remove from under the brood- 
ing wings of the proud eagle, and the shadow of the star- 
trpangled banner, must renounce for their children all h^tage 
in this glorious past, and either wreathe for them new laurels, 
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or deprive them of one of the strongest incentives to virtue, 
energy aad the aeqnirement of a good name. To help pre- 
serve and transDiit this inheritance, hi the privilege of the 
hnmblcst citizen, and something which adds to his dignity, and 
inspires him to industry and effort ; and there can be nothing 
in ail the future to compensate for its loss. 

If national fSseling and material interest" are both neces- 
sary to form a nation, there can be little hope that Germany 
will become, oue. Her climate and productions arc nearly the 
same in every part, so that each is self-reliant, and her mann* 
factnring and agrionltnral resonrees very nearly eqnal. As we 
have said elsewhere, there were in the beginning numerous dis- 
tinct tribes, many of which became distinct duchies and princi- 
palities ; and though as eariy as the middle of the tenth 
century there was what was called an empire, which commenced 
with Otho the Great, who gained the title of emperor by his 
conquest of Italy, it was an empire without power and without 
head ; for eadi of the separate states of which it was com- 
posed, had a government ehtirely independent, and the electors 
by whose votes a new emperor was placed on the throne, in no 
ease yielded obedience to htm contrary to thehr own wishes and 
interests. Each was continnally striving to aggrandise and 
exalt hunself, and the whole country was therefore torn by in- 
ternal dissensions, which made it a constant prey to foreign 
aggressors. 

After a time, the head of the Austrian government assumed 

the title of emperor, and eclipsed in power and extent of 
dominion the united principalities, and then Prussia arose to 
rival both empires, and in the c<mte8t, which, under Frederick 
the Great and Maria Theresa, lasted seven years, the whole 

land was laid waste. Poor Silesia was the bone of couteutioa» 
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wliicli Frederic coveted, and to which he had no right ; and 
that he gaiued it by might and injustice, and Austria lost it, is 
still the cause of the bitter, nndyiug hatred between the two 
eoaDtries. It maj be of little conseqnenee to the Silesians to 
which power they give allegiance ; but the long wars, and the 
coDstaut fear of being again the theatre of the strife of n&tious, 
and the heavy taxes to support them, keep them wretchedly 
poor and miserable. 

But the last yestige of a German empire did not disappear 
till Napoleon came with liberty inscribed on his banner, and 
promises of fireedom and protection to all who would Join his 
standard. Fifteen German Htatcs then voluntarily withdrew 
from the German Empire, which had now become one only in 
name, and formed the Ccnfedaration of the Mkim, which was 
again dissolved when the great conqueror fell to rise no more, 
though these states are in most respects more French than 
German in spirit, and give to France all their national sympa- 
thies. Whoever shall be so ambitious as to seize upon and 
annex them to the French Empire, may count upon their 
loyalty. To Germany they would be lost evermore. It was 
not till they became subject to Prussia, that they learned that 
even to support the armies of Napoleon and exposed to the 
ravages of armies, they were less oppressed with taxes, and 
more free in every respect as Frenchmen in time of war, than 
as Prussians in time of peace. In the countries where the con- 
queror seemed then only a scourge, they have learned to look 
upon him as a blessing ; and the states over which he had for 
a time ruled, are now far in advance of any other German 
states, m the comfort and general improvement of the whole 
people. 

The agriculture of RheDlsh Prussia, is iii the most prosperous 
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state of any other part of the king's dominions, and from 
these provinces he receives the largest reyeuue in proportion to 
the number of inhabitants. Here we meet fewer who are 
miserably poor, and by far the smallest proportion of beggars. 

What in the agricultural portion of Old and New England 
is termed morality, seems at a low ebb everywhere on the 
Continent. We read in authentic documents, what must be 
true, though scarcely credible, that in Bhenish Prussia the pro- 
portion of illegitimate children is from three to four in every 
hundred ; and in ali other parts of Germany, from twenty to 
twenty-five in every hundred ; or one fourth of all that are 
born. 

The reason given for the differcuce in favor of the former, is 
the better conditioa of the people, which admits of earlier 
marriages, the establishment of homes, and the support of 
families. Tet one writer says the Irish are rich in comparison 
to the people of Rhenish Prussia ; that they have no beds but 
naked straw, and no food year after year but black bread and 
potatoes, and the poorest cottage in England is richer than the 
richest in many towns on the Rhine. There, too, you may see 
a donkey and a woman harnessed together to draw a plough. 

In the little town of Goar it has been the custom for three 
hundred years, to collect the young girls upon an open platz 
and put them up to the highest bidder — the whole lot for fifty 
dollars — and then each one separately. A man having bought 
and paid for one, she is subject to him for a year, and must, 
during that time, be his partner in the village dances, or at 
least dance with no one else, and consider herself at all times 
at his disposal when required for his gratification. 

In Hesse Oassel, we were told that a young girl could any* 
where be bought in the same way, and for *a very trifling sum. 
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merely because of their poverty. This is considered the poorest 
of any tftate in Germany, and supports the largest military 
force ; the elector being essentially warlike in his propen- 
sities. 

It was another curse, wc heard often from the months of 
women, that the gOTemment officials were ereiywhere the 
employes of tiie ravisher and sedncer^ and many were the stories 

we beard of their baseness iu becoming the instruments of con- 
signing yonng and Mendless girls to the most unendurable of 
all thralldoms, who had no alternative but btarration or crime. 
We do not at all suppose these men to be worse by natnre 
than others ; but, having more power and opportunity, they 
can do more mischief. 

" Slave Life in Europe," by Hacklander, gives no exaggerated 
picture of the chiss he describes ; and '* Slave Life in America'' 
contains no darker. We could cover our pages with stories of 
stem and simple truth, as heartrending, concerning those who 
are not called slaves, but who have not a single element of 
freedom. 



Digitized by 



CHAPTER VI. 



RISE AND DECAY OF FEUDALISM GR0W17I OF FREE CITIES 

ANNUAL DINNER OF M£BCHANTS AND SEA-CAPTAINS AT BREMEN. 

We find in Germanyy laws aud customs coDcemiug corporar 
tions, trades, and all mechanical arts, that strike as as not only 
unjust and oppressive, bat barbaroas ; and wonder bow they 
cau be tolerated among a civilized people. But in judging, we 
most first consider how they originated, and then how difficult 
it is to change long established usages, especially among a 
people BO isolated, and who see so little of the world outside 
their own cii'cle, and read and write, aud speak a diHerent 
language from those nations among which, innovations are most 
frequent and progress most rapid. 

Agaiu we must go back to the dark ages, aud trace by its 
slow steps the advance of light, and watch its faint glimmer- 
ings here and there, as ignorance and superstition give way 
before it 

We have seen that the Romans conquered portions of Cici- 

• many, and left the traces of tbeir footsteps wherever they went. 

They were then defied, re-conquered, and almost extinguished 

by the barbarian hordes that poured down upon them from the 

North ; and as these wild tribes emancipated themselves, and 

settled in jbhe countries they conquered, each became a distinct 

principality, and f(dudalism was the result of their attempts at 

protection aud self-defence ; aud for four centuries, from the 

5 w 
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seventh to the eleventh, they remained shut up in their strong- 
holds, depending upon their vassals and serfs for cultivatiDg 
the soil, and to take op arms, or rather to buckle oa armor, 
in their cause when attacked or when thej wished to attack 

others. 

There was no one head which these haughty chiefs were 

m 

compelled to obey, and in the quarrels which wore continually 
arising becanse of real or imaginary aggression upon their lands 

or upon their rights and privileges, there was no arbiter — no 
established code of law or jostice to which either side could 
appeal — ^and they were therefore in a continual state of petty 
warfare; coTeting each other's possessions and devastating 
without mercy what they could not conquer and appropriate. 
There were never a suiBcient number who would rally round a 
prince and support turn in subduing the others and enforcing 
obedience. All were ambitions to exalt and aggrandize them- 
selves, and the history of this period presents a scries of the 
most revolting crimes and vices. Those who entitled them- 
selves the noiiliiyf because they owned houses and lands, were 
ignorant, corrupt, and revengeful to the last degree, and their 
vices descended as certainly as theij: inheritance from father to 
son, Arom generation to generation. They had none of the 
simplicity which characterized the Slavonic races at an earlier 
period, and they had not acquired the relinuiuent wliicli com- 
merce aud literature diOuse. They were in the traiisitiou state, 
which among all nations is sure to be one of corruption. 

Bat it is a vulgar proverb that when things get to the 
worst they must mend," and historians in dilfereut languages say 
the same. We find it written by one who is called both elegant 
and profound: " There is an ultioiate point of depression as 
well as of exaltation fcom whieh human afiiairs naturally return 



Digitized by 



BIBE AND DECAY OF FEUDALISM. 



99 



in a contrary progress, and beyond which they never pass, either 
m their advaQcement or decline/^ VVhea thlDgs become ia- 
tolerable, there is a greater effort to retrieve Uiem, and at the 
close of the tenth centnry ft commences to dawn npon this dark- 
ness, and light and know ledge have been since steadily advancing. 

Science and literatore had slumbered during all this period 
in the cells of monasteries ; and many a mcmk conld not read 
the breviiiry he recited. There was no written language except 
the Latin, and this was conined to a few. There was no 
medium through which the people oodd acquire knowledge, and 
it was considered a most useless commodity to introduce among 
them ; but when they joined the standards of the crusaders 
and entered the land of luxury, and passed in their march the 
classic soil of Greece and Home, there were no obstacles to 
prerent their seeing as clearly as the kings and knights who 
led them, and who alone expected to bring away honors and 
spoiL They went to rescue a land from infidels, and to possess 
it because they were Christians ; but as they advanced they 
were obliged to come to the humiliating conclusion that they 
were scarcely Christian or civilized themselves. There was a 
softness and refinement about Eastern manners which, blinded 
as they were by prejudice, they could not help seeing; and, 
coarse and rude as they were, they could not entirely resist its in- 
fluence. With what wonder thej gashed upon the remains of art 
in Italian cities, and to eyes accustomed to Gothic architecture 
and the sombre hues of their dingy castles, how dazzling the 
gorgeous beauty of the Turkish capital. They thought it a 
duty to destroy the splendid palace of Saladin, because it was 
the abode of an unbeliever ; but they hesitated not to transfer 
to their uugenial clime its glowing treasures, and when they re- 
turned to revel once more within their knightly halls, they 



Digitized by Google 



100 



P£A8AirT LIFE IN OEEMAN^, 



thunght it DO shame to adopt the more Ohristiau etiquette of 
a Moslem court. 

The monarchs of Europe did not participate in the first 
crusade ; it was iindertakeu entirely l)y the knights and people, 
and not ouly aroused them from a lethargy in which they had slum- 
bered for coatories; but opened to them the fountains of know- 
ledge, and pointed out to them a new way by which they could 
elevate themselves and acquire power and influence. Courts and 
palaces were aboTo their reach ; they did not .dream of thrones 
or titles. But they learned that the delicate fabrics which 
they saw worn by Eastern beaaties, were wronght and dyed by 
hands in nowise diil'erent from their own ; aud that these were 
objects of exchange between nations. They learned the art 
and brought it home. 

But the nobles who enlisted in this strange war soon became 
embarrassed for money, and were obliged to sell their posses- 
sionSy and princes were willing to buy them, as in this way 
their own influence and power were increased, and that of their 
barons not only diminished but destroyed ; as, if they lived to 
retorn, and come laden with treasure, they had lost their strong- 
holds and vassals, and would be no longer formidable. Thus 
power became gradually consolidated in the hands of a few, 
which was better, even thon2:h these few reigned not wisely, 
than the sway of hundreds of lawless marauders. 

The people of Italy were the first to take adyantage of, and 
be benefited by, the new impetus given to cunnncrce by the cru- 
saders. Their ports famished supplies and transports, and as 
all who followed the standard of the cross were under thej 
special protection of the church, those who aided them were* 
granted special privileges and immunities, and those who should 
impede or aunoy them, were threatened with her direct anathe- 
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mas. Docmnents are still extant in Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, 
which show the contracts made by these cities, with the princes, 

knights and nobles, who led their zealous hosts to conquest, and 
it was in noticing the result of receiving so much money in 
exchange for th^ commodities, that originated the first idea 
of general commerce with northern and western nations. 

'As a consequence of their becoming more flourishing, various 
towns became more desirous of freedom, and of making laws 
suitable to their new condition, and of being relieved from the 
exactions of their feudal oppressors. Those who were tlieir 
nominal rulers lived far away in i'rance and Germany, and 
were glad to strengthen the allegiance of their subjects, and 
obtain money by granting thehr petitions, and thus were formed 
the first corporations or coiiimunities, with acknowledged rights, 
and a government in which the people bad a voice. For not 
only had the barons held their immediate vassals in servitude, 
and bonght abd sold at will their serfe, but cities and villages were 
obliged to depend on them for protection, and humbly sue for 
oveiy favor. They could not dispose of what their industry had 
acquired, without special permission — could not even select the 
guardians of their children, or make a will in their favor, in case 
of death, without the consent of their feudal lord, and could not 
marry, any more than a serf, without buying the privilege. 
When commerce opened to them new sources of wealth, they 
openly resisted in some instances, and finally succeeded in obtain- 
ing their freedom, and in others, as we have seen, purchased it 
of their king or emperor, who only thought of the preisent 
necessity, in relinquishing power for money, and had little idea 
of the ultimate results of this commercial spirit and desire of lib- 
erty. The holy wars continued during two centuries, and bcforo 
they were finished the knights and nobles began also to feel the 
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want of the money they had wasted on Arabian sands, and 
before the end of the last cmsade, all the principal eides in 

Italy had by might or money obtained their chartered rights, 
and were erennore free from feudal oppression. France soon 
followed the example of Italy, and Xotnt U Gnu took adrantage 
of this new spirit among the inhabitants of towns, and yolnn- 
tarilj granted them more than they asked, in order to create a 
power that should bahuice in faror of the crown against the 
nobles. These prmleges were called charters of eommumtif, by 
which he enfranchised all the members, abolished all marks of 
servitude, and formed them into corporations or bodies politic, 
to be governed by magistrates and coandls of their own nomi- 
nation. These magistrates had the right of administering jus- 
tice within their own precincts, of levying taxes, and training 
. the militia who took arms for the sovereign ; and we shall after- 
wards see these burghers in continual strife mih the nobles, in 
the cities of the Rhine, which then belonged to France. 

The example of i^'rance was next followed by Germany, and 
spread quickly over all Europe, Spain, England, Scotland, and 
all other fbndal countries, soon exhibiting the happy effects of 
an institution that filled them with flourishing cities, and poured 
wealth into the coffers of princes, besides infusing it into all the 
channels of the nation. 

Commerce formed a new class in the community, and confer- 
red new distinctions, to which all could aspire, and thus, whole 
nations awoke to a new life. It was a consequence of a foolish 
enthusiasm and blind superstition, whioh the most far-sighted 
wonld not have predicted, but now who can tell how long 
Europe might have slumbered in ignorance, and been sunk iu 
barbarism, had they not been aronsed by a voice which they 
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beliered divino^ aod seen in Peter the Hermit, an apostle whom 
thej belieyed commissioDed directly by Heaven ? 

For many years the Italians eugrossed nearly all the trade 
between the western and eastern nations, and were the means 
of introdncfng the Inxnries and comforts which soon became 
widely scattered in the rude homes of the north, and increased 
a taste for elegance, which had great influcuce in refining and 
softetting the manners of the scarcely yet civilized lords of broad 
manors, who had long thought themselves first among princes. 
The Lombard merchants were invited to establish their manu- 
factaries in any part of Europe, and were taken under the 
special protection of the governments, whidi granted them 
privileges and exempted them, from taxes, in order to iodnoe 
them to come. 

It was soon after the holy wars that the mariner's compass 
was invented, and navigation being thus rendered more secure, 
the seas were soon covered with the little merchant fleets that 
brought the silks and spices of the East, to exchange for the 
coarser products of colder climes. A strange sensation it 
gives ns to walk about in the streets that were alive with the 
bustle of trade and commerce long centuries before America had 
^ven a name. Hamburg and Liibeck were free cities before 
America was born, and in Bremen had been formed a society 
for the relief of tho widows of seamen before the first ship had 
crossed the Atlantic. Those great cities in the new world were 
a wilderness when these were teeming with life and industry 1 
More and more wonderful our conntrj seems to us when we 
think in how little lime she has grown, and how far she has 
sped beyond those who have been many hundred years on thti 
way. 

The first great commercial leagoe originated in the northern 
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ports of Geriiiany, where the inhabitauts were continually sub- 
joct to incursions from the barbarians across the chaanel, and 
their fleets ejq>osed to the robber pirates, which infested all 
the borders. It became necessary to present to them a formid- 
able resistauce, and for this purpose was formed the confed- 
eracy, termed the Hanseatic league, whidi was for mutual 

• defence, first between the cities on the coast, and proved so 
beneficial, others prayed to be admitted, till there were eighty of 
the most flourishing and prosperous towns united in a sort of 
commercial brotherhood, which became so rich and formidable 
that kings and fHinces conrted its favor. They established 
marts or ports of trade, which became the receptacles of the 
commodities of exchange from all countries, and were the tot 
to institute formal regnlations and a ifystematic phui, to govern 
all commercial interconrse. 

This was in the twelfth century, and many of these rules are 
still in force, though the league was long since dissolved and 
the hundred free cities have been reduced to fbnr. In those 
days they deserved the appellation they acquired ; but in these 

. there is little that deserves the name of liberty in their institu- 
tions. They did not advance with time, and in many instances 
the shackles which merchants imposed upon mechanics and in- 
fcrior tradesmen, were not less oppressive than those they had 
experienced from the nobles ; and the decay of their prosperity 
may be traced to an nnwilUngness to grant to others rights 
and privileges which they demanded for themselves. We have 
heard ship captains .say that the laws conceniirig foreign vessels, 
and the harbor regulations, were not so liberal in Germau 
ports as in China 1 and their commerce is crippled by what 

' they consider a protection, but what really is the greatest 
detriment, as those who can trade more freely and be treated 
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more liberally ia China will pi^r a trade which takes them to. 
her coast. 

Yet, as we said, before the first frail bark had crossed the 
Atlautic, there was a society foauded ia Bremoa for the relief 
of the widows of seamen \ thongh, in aooordaooe with the 
spirit of those times, it was limited to the widows of captains 
and mates. A wealthy captain gave a sam at his death, as the 
commeacement of a faud, aud the aonlvcrsarj of the day of its 
foandatipn was to be ever after celebrated by a duiner, at which a 
cootribation was to be taken np, the proceeds of which were added 
to the fund, and the interest paid quarterly to the widows. 
Small houses were built for them, which they had reat^ree, and 
though the suin is small which they receive, yet this, with what 
they can e«rn, enables them to llvB comfortably and re- 
spectably. 

It is carious that though the portrait of the founder of the 
institution is pTeserred, the name is lost. At first four new 
members were elected erery year, two captains and two mer* 
chants ; but, as the third year after they are elected, the new 
members must provide the dinner at their owa expense, it was 
found expedient to diaage this feature and elect annnally nine, 
six m^hants and three captains, in order that the burdeu may 
not be too heavy upon each as the numbers increase. The 
dinner takes place on the 17 th of Febmacy, at two o^dock, and 
is arrayed in tiie style of the fourteenth century, having been 
preserved through all this time by a resolution to adhere to the 
primitive customs of the days when it- commenced. The hall 
is the same that witnessed the first little cu*cle eight, and 
foaming tankards of beer are brewed for the occasion, from ex- 
actly tiie same materials and by the same process as was done 
three centuries ago, and would scarcely be tolerated by the 

5* 
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humblest Bamemafm as his daUj bevmge in these days. The 
room is hnog with the flags of all nations, and in the entrance hall 

are such emblems of the days of yore as make one quite recon- 
ciled to live iu these degenerate times. A sptcimea of the 
frail barks whieh crossed the perUoos seas, without compass or 
guide, is hanguigovec>4iead, and a Teritable man, whom art and 
time have converted into a most hideous looking nmmmy, is sit- 
ting upright and holdiug the oars, which once paddled in ''the 
salt sea foam.'' Monster ishes, of the same tisDe-honored hoe 
and texture, are suspended aronnd ; and remnants of shattered 
ships and relics of ages gone, t^l the sad story of " decay and 
change aod death.'' 

Eveiy member must have his Wa^ppen, or coat of arm, and « 
if the misfortune has happened that this testimony to the 
nobility of his family is lost, he is allowed to search for it in 
the book of heraldry, and not being able to recoTer the old, to 
adect a new one, so that the waUs are hung with erery Taiiety 
of ensign, designating to whom they belong. We should think 
some old baron would arise from his grave to prevent such a 
desecration as that a sea captain or a merchant should pretend 
to the honor of a true bom kmghi; but we hare not heard of 
any such demonstration. Perhaps they remember that the 
order of the Golden Fleea. was instituted by Philip the Good, 
in honor of the weavers of Flanders, and adopted as the ensign 
of the city, because to them was owing its prosperity and 
wealth; though, we presume, no weavers were pormitted to icear 
or carry a painkd golden ^fleece. This would be conferring too 
great an honor upon a wearer. 

All gentlemen of distinction, and honorable strangers, are 
invited to this grand dinner (ladies not inoIiRled), and the day 
we looked ii^ upon the preparations there were two hundred 
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plates upon two long tables ; and what are these carious look- 

in^ papers by the side of each ? They are an evidence of the 
civilization of the dark ages which we did not imagine to ha?& 
existed. One contains salt and the other pepper I They are 
folded tnnnel-fihape, three or four inches long and two in cir- 
cumference at the top, and hold a large teaspoonful of these 
condiments, each. Really it is far better than for each ooe to 
help himself with his own knife from^ne salt-cellar, as we often 
see done in these days of refinement and coltiration. 

There are bread and cakes too of the olden time, and 
the tall old-fashioned beer tankards stand at convenient dis- 
tances along the centre. 

The guests having all assembled In the ante-room, the Presi- 
dent of the day moves forward, crying : " Schaffen, Sc/inffcn, 
wUen md ohm Schaffen !" which is the signal for all to march 
and for the dinner to be served. When seated, each drinks to 
the health of the one opposite, from the foaming tankard, 
making three bows, with a corresponding motion of the tankard* 
first straightforward and then diagonally to the right and left. 
The table serrice is of white ware, with bine edge, and in the 
centre of each plate and dish a wreath, within which is an 
anchor and the date 1189. 

The first coarse is sonp, a kind of chicken broth, after which 
comes stockfish with butter sauce; then boiled bam and 
smoked beef, with Saiierkraut and brown kohl ; thirdly, roast 
beef and veal, in immense joints and quarters, with potatoes ; 
and, lastly, nuts and raslns ; the whole finishing with coffee 
and cigars. No innovations are allowed ; no French cookery 
or flummeries of any kind ; not even silver forks. The plates 
are changed once ; but under each plate is a piece of brownish- 
white blotting-paper, with which each one wipes his own knife 
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and fork, and very little service is rendered by attendants. We 
have wished a thousand times to know exactly how a diuner 
was served in the olden im% and now we have seen. How 
often have we wondered what were the snbstitntes for salt^ 
cellars and napkins, among those who would naturally wish to 
be cleanly and observe some kind of ceremony at table, and 
sorely these inventions are not to be despised. They were not 
prompted by a love of display ; bnt must have resulted solely 
from the instiucts of refinement, and they availed themselves 
of the only aids the times could furnish* When the goests 
have finished dinner, they rise, and bowing to each other, and 
shaking bauds, say : ** Gesegnet die MaAlzdi" (blessed be 
the meal), and this Is the custom at every dinner party in 
Germany. 

On a table at one end of the room are the instmments of 

navigation used before the compass and quadraiU were knowu, 
and a man is taking i/ie bearings, in the manuer which the sailors 
did when these were nsed. Before separatmg, some national 
songs are snng, and before seven, these honest burghers have 
returned to their homes. 

We have met with nothing among the ancient or modern 
institutions of Germany that interested us more than this. 
We have never entered an old castle bnt we have wished there 
had been preserved something that would give us a tangible 
idea of the daily life of those who dwelt in them, and though 
a dinner is bnt one meal, and occupies bnt a little time, we 
have obtained from it a definite idea — a distinct pictnre, which 
we luivc obtained nowhere else. Gescgnel die MahlzcU, say 
we to all who shall sit at this substautial board for ages to 
come, and may it then, as now, continue to tell the simple tale 
of the manners of ages gone. 
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It was in 1793 that the first ship sailed from Bremen to 

America, and not till then had any vessel traversed those seas 
of more than 400 taus burthen. One would tkiuk thej did 
not need compass or quadrant in sach a commeroe, and Teasels 
nsed mostly to leave in the antnmn and retnm in the spring. 
Thus captains who belonged to the society were not often 
preseut to partake of the dinner. 

The great centre of trade of the* confederated cities, in the 
thirteenth century, was Bruges, in Holland, where were settled 
companies of merchants from seventeen kingdoms, and twenty 
foreign ministers had hotels within its walls. Here met to ex- 
change their friendly greetings the silks of Persia, the wools of 
England, the Hnen of Belgium, and the heavy merchandize of 
Hamburg ; and the little harbor was white with the fleets of 
Venice, Geno% and Constantinople. Bat now there are only 
rains to tell of its former grandear, and with a population of 
only 50,000, where thm dioold be a million, 15,000 are 
paupers. 

The flonrishing state of these commercial provinces in Gfer- 
many, indnced Edward in., of England, to invite artisans from 
Flanders to settle in his dominions, that the wool which his 
subjects raised might also be manufactured by them, and as his 
sagacity had foreseen, they soon rivaled their teachers. 

In the novels of Sir Walter Scott, we often see these Flemish 
weavers alluded to, and see with what contempt they were 
looked upon by those who had been created 7ioble, by having 
9fwn budded to their heds, after Some exploit of valor ; and this 
same spirit is rife everywhere in this old world. Commerce and 
trade were the refining and civilizing influences which awoke 
Europe from barbarism, without which her nobles and knights 
might to this day have been the ignorant and stupid boors they 
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were for six centuries, and yet those engaged in trade and com- 
merce are still looked upon as beneath even the inipoverislied 
descendants of some haughty baron. We one day asked a lady 
what had been the profession of her father, and with mdbh 
stammering and blnshing she at last confessed that he was a 
merchant ; but went on to say that her grandfather was of noble 
blood, but the new order of things and Tarions misfortones had 
reduced them to this humiliating position 1 We did not tell 
her that we had more respect tor her merchant father than his 
knightly sires, as this would only have added to her miscon- 
ceived degradation ; but we smile a hundred times to hear 
''old fiimilies'' boast of their long pedigree, and still disclaim 
all kith and kin and acquaintance with any who earn their 
bread by honest industry. Even the spirit of chivalry did not 
awake till after the crusades, and fidsehood and every species 
of dishonor characterized this proud nobility. But in order 
to niaintaiu commercial relations with one another, cities aud 
countries must have laws aud courts of justice, to which all 
must be sulgect, and rapine and murder must receive their 
reward, even though committed by dignitaries. Knights 
learned something of courtesy of the infidels they thought 
only of insulting, and a new standard of honor was set up. 
Humani^, gallantry, and fidelity were proclauned as knightly 
virtues, and henceforth, cruelty in war became disgraceful ; the 
defence of the helpless, and' truth to woman the means of 
winning the proudest laurels. 

Wherever we look in that age or in this, we see that it is 
the humble and useful arts to which mankind owe all their 
progression, and in which we must place our hope for the per- 
manency of civilization. The encouragement of the fine art& 
alone does not promote the comfort or tme elevation of a 
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people. It is proverbial that only barbarians can produce the 
highest kind of poetry, and it has so far been trae that only 
barbarians ha?e prodnced the highest kiad of beauty in painting 
and scalptnre. The great artists of the olden time eonld 
neitlier read nor write, and in the cities and countries where art • 
is in the most flonrishing state, the masses of the people are in 
the greatest degradation. 

Louis of Bavaria has done most, in modem times, for the 
promotion of art ; and in his dominions the people are the 
most poor and wretched. Whilst all the other provinces of 
Germany have been devoting stndy, and time, and science to 
agricnltnre, the king of Bavaria has done nothing, and his 
peasantry are the poorest, the most in debt, and have the least 
money at command of those of any kingdom in Germany. 
While galleries on galleries have arisen, and palaces have 
multiplied on palaces — filled with pictures and statues, and 
frescoes, where the rich and idle may loange, and travelers 
open their eyes to stare and wonder, the people are starving. 
They have tolled and dmdged, been taxed and stripped of 
their clothing to gratify the taste of a few. We have read 
in a hundred books of travels of this same king of Bavaria, 
and seen him extolled as deserving, above all others, honor 
and glory, bnt we cannot help saying, as we look upon these 
three thousand pictures, tliey are painkd with blood! Our 
readers will wonder what can l>e more wretched than the 
life we have portrayed in Saxony and Rhenish Prussia ; yet, 
in Bavaria it is more wretched still. It is here that taxation 
is most oppressive, and the fees of lazy officials most exor- 
bitant. Here the peasant's cot is literally a pig-sty, and as 
a species of serfdom still exists, the land is not so variegated 
with the little patches that betoken ownership among the 
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poor, and more than three millions of acres jet remain not 

cultivated at all. Here the laws concerning- marriage and 
property are so severe, that thonsauds cannot acquire sufficient 
to enable them to pay the priest and sheriff and therefore lire 
together withont any form of marriage at all, and the illegiti- 
mate children exceed the legitimate iu every district, if it is 
a right nse of terms to call those illegitimate who are born of 
parents who five nprightly and virtnonsly all their lives, and 
conform to every law of God and a well-regnlated community. 
Against whom are those parents sinning, who love one another 
and their children, with a singleness and devotion not elsewhere 
excelled, and remain tme to each other through life, with a 
devotiou which seems often less disturbed by bickerings and 
brawls than where a solemn and holy tie has bound them? 
Thej are conscions that their respectability depends solely 
upon their merit and good conduct, and separations do not 
occur so frequently as among those who must be divorced. 
They feel that they are suffering unmerited .wrong and dishonor, 
and only by mutual love and forbearance can It be endured. 
Their life is open and acknowledged. It is well known that 
inability alone prevents their conformiog to the commands of 
Heaven and reqmrements of society, and it is often the case 
that they spend years in laying by evoy penny that govem- 
mcnt does not demand and imperative daily wants can spare, 
in order to procure the sanction of Church and State to their 
union, and pay the fhll price as soon as they are able. But 
we confess we think there will be darker sins exposed at the 
day of judgment than any of which these poor people are 
guilty. In Munich, the home of the arts, the homes of the 
people are most uncomfortable, and it is proverbial that they 
seldom invite strangers to enter their doors, they are so ashamed 



Digitized by 



THE COMFOBTS OF GEBIIAMY. 



113 



of the best accommodations they can offer. They have not 
the least idea of comfort, and the homblest class of mechanics, 
and even laborers in America, wonld not think snch tene- 
ments habitable, as people of rank here eat and driuk, and 
sleep in all their lives content. If yoa stay a week, yon will 
sleep In a room bare of ererything yoa have been aocnstomed to 
consider necessary to daily use. A rn<le pitcher, containing a 
pint of water will be thought sufUcieut for yoar ablutions, and 
such a conTenience as a slop-jar has not entered into the 
catalogue of the chamber ftimitnre of the highest dignitaries, 
and we venture to say there is but one in Germany, and 
that owned by an American lady, who sent to England, and 
paid ten dollars for one. ' Ton will haye one towel a week, 
and one pair of sheets a month, with the upper one sewed to 
the quilt, as you will find it also iu the common inns of .Ilun- 
^aiy and Wallachia. Table furniture and table etiquette will 
be snch as wonld surprise almost any greenhorn of Yankee- 
land for its rudeness. Alas I how little those who go abroad^ 
and spend a day in one city and a day in another, staring at 
palaces and wondering at collections of fine arts, know of the 
lands they visit, and how little capable are they of judging of their 
own. These people who cannot furnish you witli what you 
have deemed necessary to the common decencies of life, and 
have enjoyed without thinking of them, will parade yon through 
Glyptotheques and Pimeeiheques, by which barbarous names the 
king of Bavaria has christened his salons for the reception 
of pictures — ^lead yon a promenade in public gardens, where 
yon see plants and flowers of all climes, and hear' the mnsic of 
all the spheres, and then return to their homes, which they 
reach l)y ascending dark, filthy staircases, to sit upon uu- 
cushioned chairs, walk upon uncarpeted floors, and be lighted 
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to feather-beds by tallow candles, and expect yon to commend 

their superior refinement and civilization. We think with the 
author who says, it is very much like the civilization of the 
North American Indian, who paints his face and dresses in 
the skins of beasts. In Vienna yon will find one presentable 
room, which is showy rather than comfortable, but all the 
rest are barbarously bare and coarse, and this we hear spoken 
of in the same terms by German ladies from the north, who 
are accustomed to the genuine comforts of a home, where the 
private arrangements are first in the household economy, and 
the showy salon the last ; yet these same Europeans go to 
America as exiles and fngitires, and talk in the most lamen- 
table strains of their sufferings and privations in a new coun- 
try, where they cannot have the luxuries and elegance to 
wUcfa they hare been accustomed. An American gentleman,* 
whose tastes for personal and private comfort have been culti- 
vated to a degree that is amusing in its fastidiousness, and who 
expected to find in Europe everything on a still finer scale, says 
he shall at least know what to say to these grumblers when 
he gets home. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

GUILDS AND TBADSS. 

Ik the laws which regalate citizenship, among the lower 
classes, and the proprietorship of workmen in the labor of their 

calliDg, we see still more evident the remnauts of the days 
when darkness covered the land ; when the people were few 
and their wants easily supplied. 

lUralry and competition are not considered the ''life of 
trade,'' nor freedom the ground-work of a nation's prosperity. 
Every profession, trade and occupation, Is restrained, or as they 
call it, protected, till there Is no possibility of progress, no ani- 
mation, and DO encouragement for invtiitioii. Each little state 
and principality is antagonistic to the other, and those who are 
dtuens of one cannot be citizens of another, without great for- 
malities and paying an exorbitant price. If a yonng girl, bom 
in one duchy, removes to another as servant or with her parents, 
she cannot marry a citizen of the place to which she has re- 
moved, without paying a sum which few among the lower 
classes can command, and this Is why we see in so many In- 
stances young men married to old women, who have by a for- 
mer husband acquired the means of purchasing the citizenship 
of a second. A young man cannot be promoted to the honor 
of master-workman in another city or village than where he 
was born, without the same formalities; and in this instance too, 
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they will oftea marry a woman whose hiisbaiid bfis been mas- 
ter-wwkman, and thos conferred upon her the privilege of pro- 
noting another. A woman with this advantage will offer her- 
self to a young man in the factory or shop where he has 
served his apprenticeship, and if he declines her proposals, he 
wUl be dismissed from service. More than once we have seen 
young men in this predicament consent to become the hus- 
bands of women twice as old as themselves, because the only 
alternative was poverty and disgrace. 

In one or two principalitien within the last year, they have 
for the first time made some changes in these laws, so that skill 
may have its reward wherever it is exercised, and the com- 
munity the benefit of the knowledge and perfection to which 
any artist has arrived, no matter nnder whose government he 
has served. 

In many instances, the rules which govern artisans originated 
with themselves, and the protection which government affords 
them is demanded by the corporations or guilds to which they 
belong. The history of these guilds is the clue to many strange 
cofitoms, which strike so harshly npon modem ears and are so 
at variance with modern life, but which harmonized well with 
the times and people who instituted them. 

It is said that even before the Komans invaded Germany, 
there existed among the people associations for mataal pro- 
tection, which were denominated WaffMruderfc/iaftey or 
brotherships in arms, and the members were styled ^uild 
brothers and oath brothers^ because they were united for mutual 
benefit and protection. One company consisted of ten, and 
were called tien-mmner tola. The expression to keep talhj, 
among children and uneducated people, is derived from this old 
German guild, and has come through England to America, and 
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is heard amoug all who speak the Saxoii tonj^ue. These asso- 
ciations were introdaced ioto Great Britain by Alfred the 
Great, for con?eoience iu governing and preparing for defence. 
Every tea belonged to another company consisting of ten times 
ten, or a handred, who held their own assemblies for adminis- 
tering Justice. In England every coanty was diyided into hun- 
dreds, for both civil and military purposes, and these ten times 
tea were attain a part of a community numbering ten times a 
hundred, which made iu Germany a Gau or district. These 
terms still apply, as we see, In the Bhine Gm, Brit Gau, etc 
When cities were founded, and those who first formed corpora- 
tions and obtained privileges grew rich and powerful, after the 
manner of men, tliey remembered not their poverty, and the con- 
dition from which they had arisen. When others fled to them 
for protecUoii, and asked of them tlic riglits which they were 
60 long in obtaining of those higher than themselves, they 
treated them with contempt, as beneath them, and instead of 
aiding them to rise, placed every obstacle in their way, and 
made new laws to Imrable and oppress them. They termed 
themselves the GeschlechUr or genteel classes, and were the same 
that became afterwards in England the Genhrf. 

The new comers were obliged to work at any trade that 
offered them recompense, and engaged in menial service, often 
to those whom they hated, and thus a bitter feeling was engen- 
dered in the whole as a class, against those above them as a 
class, which widened the breach of separation. The original 
freeholders elected the officers of government, formed guilds 
from which the handicraft class were excluded, and married 
ezoludvely among themselves. But as the humbler classes 
increased in numbers, they also formed guilds, each trade by 
itself, which afterwards combined, so as to become formidable 
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to the merchants, who in their wealth were not less tyrannical 

than their feudal lords, and demanded also their rights at the 
point of the sword. An open and bloody war ensued, in which 
the kamdicrafl guilds were Tietorions, and obtained of their op- 
pressor^ the right of a voice In the election of officers of gov- 
ernment, and of being freeholders, with the same privileges as 
merchants. 

Next followed mies which were to govern each guild, and to 

which all must conform in order to be protected. One of these 
was, that each young man, after having served bis apprentice- 
ship, mnst travel three years in order to perfect himself, and 
then mnst show by some well execnted piece of workmanship, 
that he v/as fitted to practise his trade ; and when he had done 
this, a certificate from the master of the guild testified to his 
capacity and fitness, and with this he could procure an engage- 
ment. For six centuries this has been the custom, and is 
demanded not the less strictly now than when it was instituted. 
On every high road these wandering jonrneymen may W seen, 
with their packs, and generally two and two, traversing the 
whole country, demanding in each place work, and when 
obtaining it, stopping for a specihed time, and then marching ou 
to do the same in another. At the time when it origmated, it 
was probably a very good custom, as in each place they could 
learri something ne\v, and acquire much information which 
there were no books at that time to supply. But it has been 
done till th^ particulars of every' handicraft are as well known 
in one place as another, and all the shops of Germany have 
kept up this mutual exchange till everything in mechanics has 
become reduced to a terrible sameness, and there is not enough 
of variety in any art to allow the gratification of individual 
taste. In every boose from the Black Sea to the Baltic, from 
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the Volga to the Rhine, may be seen the same tables, chairs, 

sofas — the same knives, plates and candlesticks — the same dour 
handles, window-fasteiuugs, ilower-pots, brooms, brashes, mops, 
and dishcloths, all of the same pattern. If thej would spend a 
small portion of the time in some other conntry, they would 
learn more that would be useful iu their trade, and improve 
more- in manners, and general intelligence. But this would be 
more expensive, as they wander through their native land under 
the protection of their guilds, and working their way with the 
extra expeuditure of only a few dollars a year. Yet if they 
spent half the time steadily at work in one place, and with the 
money they earned, traveled or studied energetically the other 
half, it would be better, and better still to stay at home entirely, 
for most of them, than to saunter about as they do. They are 
often seen begging, holding out their hands and running after a 
carriage, like the poor children in great cities, and manifest no 
shame when repulsed. A strange sight it would be in America 
to see a strong young man, with a good trade, strolling through 
the streets and asking alms of passers by I 

With these guilds originated the custom in England and 
America of binding out apjjrentices, to be for a certain time at 
the service and disposal of their masters, but though with us 
the laws concerning them have been much ameliorated, and 
their condition greatly improved, in Germany all the barbarous 
usages concerning such engagements are still iu full force. If 
« a gentleman wishes a house built in any place he must employ 
the nuttier huHdeTf whom the law and the gnOd authorize to 
superintend building. lie may be old, and what is worse, old- 
fashionedf with all manner of notions which belong to another 
century, and perhaps to a period three centuries past, and 
quite nn&t to construct a bouse according to modern ideas of 
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comfort aud beauty ; yet he must be employed, as long as he is 
supported bj the goUd. Ooe of bis joarneymen may be aa 
enterprising yonng maD, who has profited by his trayels, and 
would like to display his genius and exercise his skill, but 
shoald any one propose to him to baild the hoosei he would uot 
dare to attempt it, as the resalt would be persecation by the 
guild, punishment by the law, and rnin to all his future hopes, 
lie must go ploddiug ou in Die same old way, as must every oae 
else, in every trade ; and while these things remain, all Germany 
will go plodding on, and houses continue to be built after the 
model which Frederic the Great furnished, upon the principle 
of putting as many iu as small space as possible, to (he end of 
time. 

Guilds are divided into nine or ten different kinds, some of 

which are peculiar to cities, and some to villages — some termed 
limited aud others unlimited, also close aud exclusive, hue and 
coarse, and in all different ranks according to the departments 
to which the workmen belong. No one can establish a business 
for himself without leave, or sell anything ou his owe account, 
and only so many masters of each trade are allowed in one place. 
When a yonng man has finished his apprentioeship, all the mem- 
bers of the guild meet to hear the result of his examination, and 
if satisfactory, he is pronounced free by the guild master ; yet 
he is ever subject to the rales of the guild, and when he sets 
out on his travels, must have a certificate of birth and Tarioos 
particulars concerning his time of service, with rules of bis guild, 
aud any resolutions with reference to his destination and time 
of absence. Each one must have a passport from the police, and 
dozens are sometimes seen waiting at the police offices for the 
necessary signatures, that enable them to go from village to 
•village iu their fatherland, without danger of imprisonment I 
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But the paying of the fee is thus sometimes avoided, by their 
standing in a row and passing the snm ft'om one to the other 

as they leave the box, making one dollar answer for twenty. 

Among some, a fund is formed by the annual payment of a 
certain snm, to snpport those who cannot find employment 
whilst they are seeking it; and those who belong to the exelnsiTe 
guilds do not receive those wlio arc only members of the others, 
and those of the fine and delicate handicrafts associate not with 
those ol the rough and coarse. Each has its rules, and those 
who do not conform are excladed, and could not independently 
find an employer, however excellent they might be in any 
department. 

In all large towns there is an inn for the jonrneymen of each 

particular handicraft, to which they immediately resort on enter- 
ing the place, and deposit their certificates whilst they go forth 
in search of work, which they do by calling at each shop where 
their particular species of labor is performed, and offering their 
services. When any one is engaged, his credentials are first 
examined, and if satisfactory, he takes his place immediately 
among the workmen, and remains the time specified, when he 
again shoulders his pack and sallies forth. ^ 

The inn of each handicraft is known by the sign, which is a 
boot if belonging to the boot-maker's guild, and a watch if 
belongmg to the watchrmaker's-ra horse-shoe for a smith, and a 
barrel for a cooper. In a Tillage or small town, where there 
can only be supported one inn, tliese different signs will be hung 
oyer as many different benches, in one room, and then it often 
happens that those of different guilds and trades meet in their 
wanderings, and many are the adventures they have to relate of 
what they have seen in the house and by the way. 

In country places where there are many of the same handi- * 
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craft, and no theatres or other places of amasemeat, these 
yoiing men spend Sunday aftemooii and evening ia their inn, 
drinking, sftioking and singing, in a way that none making any 
pretensions to respectability would think of doing in America. 
We have often seen it stated, that rowdyism is neyer to be seen 
in Germany; bnt those who sagr it Jndge only by what they 
8ec in their hurried travels, where every other man is a police 
officer, and order maintained by the strictest governmental 
police. 

WhUe stopping in a vilhige in Sonthom Germany, we several 

times looked into the salons frequented by the Guild brothers, 
and more than once, spent several hours in their midst. Our 
traveling companion was a young peasant girl, who had friends 
among the vilhi^rs, and by them we were invited to be present 
at their meetings. The sisters and sweet-hearts of the young 
men go akK>, and though a young man could not call to see a 
young gkl in her father's house, she may go alone in the even- 
ing to these meetings, and stay till nearly morning, drinking, 
dancing and siuging without reproach. They seat themselves 
around a long table, and each calls for a bottle of wine, when, 
billing thmr glasses, they reach forward and dkkkig them against 
each other, drink to the pleasure of the evening. Afterwards 
a song is sung, and when tbey have become excited, tlic daucing 
commences, and is accompanied by the grossest familiarity of 
manners ; boisterous mirth, and sueh rowdyim^ as would only 
be seen among a class many grades lower in America. These 
were members of the line and delicate handicraft's guild, a class 
that in America would be attending lectures, and consider them- 
selves gentlemen. Some of them, too, are musicians, which we 
consider an elevating profession; at least, as placing those who 
practise it above coarse and vulgar fjnvet ; but in Germany, one 
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must become very emiueat before he is allowed to step oat of 
his rank, and whilst he remains in it, most be hail feUaw toeU 
met with his comrades. 

We remaiaed till twelve o'clock a witness of this scene, and 
were told they would not disperse Uil morning. The next day 
we called at the houses of soqie whom we had met the night 
before, and found the young men sick, and not able to work. 
" Always sick on Monday," said the father ; and with a tone 
and expression that indicated no dissatisfiBM^tion or fear of evil 
consequences. This was thdr amassment, a part of their life, 
and as necessary as their labor. We went afterwards to the 
factory where they worked, and found only a few, and they 
looking pale and langnid, and all ready to confess that they 
were suffering from the effects of thetr dis^pation. Yet they 
. grow old without l^ecoming drunkards, as would be the case iu 
America. They are not disgraced in the eyes of the commu- 
nity, and are dmng nothing whieh their parents disapprove. 
Often the father and mother go in fbr an hour to share their 
mirth, and the cliuking of glasses is louder than ever to give^ 
them welcome. Though wine is dieap, it must cost quite a 
sum for each during the year, and make sensible inroads upon 
wages that do not amount to more than $150 or $200 a year, 
to say nothing of the loss of time, where two days in seven are 
given up to amusement. 

We afterwards met in the cars a young man who had be- 
longed to the same guild, but had gone to America a few years 
before, and when we asked him if he drank wine and beer as 
freely there as he bad done in his native village, he said : ** Oh, 
no, it would not be respectable. The first year or two I did 
just the same, but I fouud it would not do ; besides, I could 
not bear it, my health suffered.'' " No,'' he contmued ; I 
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have not spent an evening ont of the hoose for two years, except 
at a lecture or in some family ; and wonld not be seen once in 

such places as young men meet in here every week or day." 
He liad been absent six years, and had retarncd to see his 
firiends, bnt nothing wonld tempt him to li?e again in Germany, 
dearly as he loved his fatherland. In America, he conld do 
what he pleased, and his position depended upon himself. This 
was all he wanted, the privilege of being and doing what he 
was capable o( and then to be Jndged by what he had done. 
From how many have we heard the same, and never from the 
lips of peasant man or woman anything but blessings on Amer- 
ica ; the home of the exile, and the asylum of the fugitive." 
Bnt the hatred of the higher dasses is intense and bitter 
towards everything American, We have not met an educated, 
cultivated German, whose good breeding or politeness restrained 
him from expressing this feeling, if he entertained it, wh^ con- 
sidered it any breach of courtesy to pour into our ears any 
amount of truth or falsehood concerning our country that he 
happened to believe himself. " Does not your brother like 
America V* we asked of one, whose kinsman had resided there 
many years. " He likes it so well, that he counts the days and 
hours till he can come back here to live." 

** Why did he go, and why does he stay V* 

" He went to make a fortune, and stays only till he can 
accomplish it.'' But it did not occur to the gentleman that In 
this very sentence he was bearing good testimony to the coun- 
try he was maligning* But it is the case with many ; they go 
to America to make money, and come back here to enjoy it ; and 
it is quite true that many species of enjoyment are far more 
abundant and accessible in the old world than in the new. 
Servants are cheaper, and housekeepmg for ladies much easier. 
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and theatricals, music, and beautiful pleasure-gardens within 
the means of all. 

It is often said to ns, "You have no mnsicians or artists in 
America. Your people have no time for anything but to make 
money." But thej &id time to pay a good deal to those who 
go from here to amnse them, and the music they hear is as 
good as is to be heard by the public here, for the best artists go 
there, but tliey liave to pay more for it. 

It is because these guilds preycnt all rivalry and competition, 
that young men have so much time to devote to music. No 
exertion procures them more wages or a liiglicr position in their 
trades, so they have no motive for rising early and sitting up 
late to perfect themselves in their handiwork. While, if they 
can become sufficiently skillful in music to merit a government 
place, they arc fixed for life. Every court has its theatre, and 
those who belong to it a salary; so that there are sixty-five state 
theatres in Germany, always open, besides those which are <mly 
occasional in country towns; and connected with these, in the 
enjoyment of definite and permanent pay, 1,273 mnsicians, 
and 3,834 persons connected with the stage in various ways. 
Among these are 1,224 male actors, 229 female dancers, 9IT 
female actors, 219 ballet dancers. Those who have a fixed 
salary, receive a pension in old age, or after they are disabled 
In any way from performing ; and to support these theatrical 
establishments, the whole people are taxed. The peasantry, 
however distant from court, must pay towards supporting the 
king's theatre, though not once in their lives can tliey ever 
enter one. The price of admission is not half what it is in 
America, and a few cents admit one at any time to the public 
gardens in the suburbs of cities, where are a series of concerts 
from May to September ; and where one is regaled with the 
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finest prodactions of llandcl, Mozart, and Beethoven. Bat 
those who think the people thus privileged are, as a whole, more 
intelligenti refined, and cnlti^ated in other respects, than some 
who perhaps never heard an exquisite piece of mnsic in their 
lives, are mistaken. The same number of people, from the 
same classes, gathered together fo^any purpose in the suborbs 
of Boston, Nev York, or Philadelphia, would exhibit feeHngs 
as bii^li-toned, and manners as polished, as any which these 
courtly circles send forth, though they may not know a march 
from a gallopade, or a waltz from an oratorio. But in America 
there can be no assembly of any sort without a mixture of 
all classes, so that to a European it seems a vulgar herd, as he 
has never been accustomed to look upon such a sight, and he 
knows nothmg abont distinguishing one kind from another in 
such a mass. No peasant would think of entering a garden or 
salon in Europe, except to serve or sell something, while in 
America the humblest plough-boy may go and stand and sit 
where he will, provided he pay the price. An European sees 
everywhere the coarse and fine mixed up toircther, or rather 
sees this coarse element, and contrives to shut his eyes to the 
fine, and then says there is nothing but coarseness to be seen in 
the land. 

The Scotch liave been much longer a people than the 
Americans, yet they have not to this day theatres, and have 
attained to no emuience in music or any of the fine arts ; yet 
who would not think it as desirable and honorable to be a 
Scotchman as a German or Italian ? Not that music, painting 
and sculpture do not require and exhibit the highest order of 
talent in those who cultivate them ; but they do not require or 
exhibit various other virtues which place their possessors as 
high in the scale of civilization and rcHnement, 
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VASMBRS AND rABMIKG — mLAai HOMBS — ^EDUCATION. 

Wb have bad many evil commnnications to make, bnt we 

shall also have manj that are good, and not the least inter- 
estiug to oarselTes, nor the least honorable to the people, are 
the agricoltnral details and statisticB. Sach indnstry we have 
never seen as in Germany, nor such resnlts of industry, and a 
book concerning the people, written to be read by the people, 
most not pass by the farms, the Tineyaids, and the gardens. 

When the land was given to the people and divided Into so 
small portions, a peculiar kind of culture became necessary, 
in order to make it fulfill its mission — that of supplying the 
people with food. The ploughs and horses, and expensive 
implements, which conld be profitably employed by large 
farmers, would be too expensive upon the little patches of 
small proprietors, and we see, therefore, in some districts the 
whole country tilled like a garden, with spade, and hoe, and 
rake, and in the improvements which have been made in 
agriculture, and the perfection to which it has been brought, 
the people have not been left entirely to themselves. It has 
been reduced to a science, and a department made for it in 
universities. Agricultural schools have been established, and 
an annual Congress instituted, to which all who are interested 
in such matters are invited, to discuss projects and give the 
resnlt of experiments. 
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The first of those was held at Leipsic, in 1820, and had only 
nineteen members. This, it will be seeiit was just one year 
before the final enactment which entirely abolidied serfdom. 
They have been continued ever since with increasing interest, 
alternating among the principal cities, awakening interest, and 
extending their influence, till they nmnber many thousand 
members, and their example has been followed till there are 
several hundred different societies for promoting agricultare, 
and kindred objects. 

In Nassaa there are 824 rural eommunet or Tillages, and 
when the society meets, there are assembled representatives 
from each villaf^e, who are expected to give the required infor- 
mation couceruiug the state of every different coltore, and 
are particolarly questioned in public by a committee, who ask 
sixty questions — whether the commune is upon hillsides, or in 
valleys, what is most cultivated, how the cattle are managed, 
and the lands watered, etc., etc. Statements are then com- 
pared, and advice gtren as to changes and improvements. 
There is also in every village a nursery of fruit trees, to experi- 
mcut upon the best kind of fruits, and to supply grafts which 
have been proved the most snccessful ; and there are in nearly 
all these villages a superior class of peasant fanners, wLo take 
UH interest in all these improvements, and hold meetings among 
themselves to talk of village and farming interests. 

We have not attended these meetings, but we have seen 
these honest farmers, and partaken of their goodly fare, and 
have never seen finer specimens of character, or more genuine 
refinement of manners than in some of these village homes, 
which seemed to us unaccountable, so in contrast were the 
homes themselves to all that had been ordinarily associated in 
our minds with true elevation of mind and delicacy of feeling. 
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To one who has been accustomed to New England villages, 
those of Nassau, and of the interior of Germany generally, 
strike <me as little better than a nest of Indian wigwams. The 
houses stand close to the street, and close together, or sepa- 
rated only by narrow, dark, and dirty alleys, which have been 
jast as dark and dirty for centuries. Not a foot of land is 
left for garden or grass plat, and instead of which we find the 
cowyard, and are often obliged to walk through it, in order to 
reach the door. Within will be one little room that looks 
tenantable, and this will contain a bed, a teMe, a few churs, 
a long, bare wooden table, which fs never moyed, and which is 
used for meals, for work-table, and for anything for which it 
may be rendered convenient. There. will be also a dock, 
some pictures of the virgin and the saints, a cross, and other 
things which denote the religion of the people, but whom wc 
have found neither bigoted nor igaorant, iu the usual accep- 
tation of these terms. 

The kitchen is a room some ten or fifteen feet square, and 
so dark that we can scarcely distinguish one person from 
another, and opens ou one side into the stable, and on the 
(nthet into the stable-yard, and looks a place unfit for pigs to 
feed, much less for human beings to cook their food. The- 
deeping-rooms are above, and have in each two beds, as 
such a curiosity as a double bed is not to be ionnd in Grcr- 
many. In the humblest cot, among the most miserably poor, 
no two members of the family, of any relationship, occupy the 
same bed. They are all very narrow, and the sheets and 
quilts are made to correspond. One or two feather-beds are 
made up light and round on the outside, and a neat white or 
colored spread goes over the whole. The floors are white and 
sanded. 

6* 
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If we are here to breakfast, we shall have coffee and black 
bread and rolk, and if we take breakfast in any family iu 
Germany, bigh or low, we shall have the same, and shonld be 
considered very gross and unciyilized, if we should ask for 
anything else. At ten o'clock we ^>ilalI have offered us bread 
and batter, and some slicee of oold ham or bee^ and this, alao, 
k the muTersal cnstom, but as fhr as groasness and refinemeDt 
arc concerned, we arc not able to understand why ten is uot 
as onsnitable an hoar as eight at which to eat meat. 

If we dine, we shall hate a snow-white doth npon the long 
table, and a plate to each pmon, and knife and fork to each 
plate ; one large pint tumbler full of water, out of which each 
will drink till it is entity, when it will be filled again, and a 
great kaf of black bread, from which each will cat a dice 
when he wants it. The first course will be boiled beef, what in 
^ew England is called corned beef, and this also is the dish mw- 
venal in Germany ; with it we eat bread. After this we have 
Bome kind of fined meat and boiled potatoes, and perhaps cab- 
bage, which is also another dish universal. Cabbage is the great 
staple among all classes, bat there are several kinds, white, red, 
brown, and canliflowers. Every dish has a dean wholesome look, 
and each one helps himself firom each dish whidi is passed, with 
a spoon, or knife and fork upon it. For dessert, we have a kind 
of cake, made Tery thin with plim$t which are called Zwekkm, 
placed in rows dose together all orer the top, and baked in lai^ 
tins three feet long. When done, it is cnt in strips and arranged 
cobhouse fashion upon plates. If it is fruit time we shall also 
have fruit, apples, pears, i^oms and grapes. 

There are no indications of porerty, but on the contrary of 
the greatest abimdance, and the f;Liiiily are worth perhaps eight 
or ten thousand dollars. Besides their farm, they have a brick- 
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making estabiishmciit, keep cows aud pigs, and have plenty 
of geese, bens and chickens. All these animals are in pens, 
and do not see the lig^t of day firom year to year, yet they look 
fat and sleek. Green foddrr is cut daily for the cows during 
summer, yet wo cannot help thinking the milk lacks the sweet, 
fresh taste of {hat to which we have been acenstomed, where 
the cows crop the green grass as it grows, and drink firain the 
clear pebbly brook. 

But this custom of keeping the cows and sheep in stalls all 
the year, has been generally adopted thronghont Oermany, fh>m 
its economy. A hundred years ago, four-fifths of the land was 
devoted to grains, and one-fifth to grasses or forage ; and now 
only one-fifth is devoted to grains, and the other four-fifths to 
forage. By this reverse, the number of cattle is multiplied, and 
thus the quantity of manure increased with wliicli to enrich the 
land, aud continually renew its capacity for producing. Grains 
also derive less nourishment from the air than foraging plants, 
and therefore exhaust the soil more entirely for their original 
support, and do nothing towards repaying the debt. Grasses 
Mve more upon the air, and leave a richer decayed substance to 
add to the value of the soil. 

Very little space is devoted to grazing, because the same ex- 
tent of surface will support ten times the number of cattle if 
devoted to dover, with which they are stall fed. An acre, it 
is said, will be scarcely sufficient for one sheep in pasture, whilst 
it will support twenty if sown with the best of clover, and ten 
with that which is called Spanish, and is considered only half 
as good. The soil of England has been increased two-thirds 
in value by this system since the middle of the 18th century ; 
und lluUand and Belgium have extensively adopted the same. 

So we must be resigned to what seems a cruel bondage for 
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tlu' iiuimals, and detracts iiitinitely IVom the beauty of the laud- 
scape, if both man and beast are reaiij ia a more thriving 
condition thereby ; for the earth most be made to yield to its 
atmoBt to snpply the wants of the fast increasing hnman family, 
aud sheep and cows must patiently be restrained of their liberty, 
and submit to indi?idnal discomfort for the good of the whoiel 
Exactly how they feel abont it we do not know, bat very wist- 
fally they looked out from their dark cells as we opened the 
door, and the voices of the lambkins were pitiful, as they plead 
for room to skip upon the green. That they do not pine nnto 
death, is proved by their nomber having been qoadmpled in 
the last seventy years. 

Bat we have not h^ard of any benefit that led us to be re^ 
signed to these horrible mannre yards under every window, and 
do not see how the valne is increased by any snch juxta-position 
with human olfactories. Yet we have learned very interesting 
facts which would have escaped our observation if they had 
been farther off. So important is this branch of husbandry, 
that scientific engineers arc employed to constmct trenches for 
receiving all the waste juices of the house aud barn, and any- 
thing that can enrich the soil, is as carefully preserved as the 
crumbs of the most costly food, and valued as silver and gold. 
We remember often in New England, to have seen the only 
yard where the cattle could perambulate, one vast pond, and 
when it became necessary to remove it, men were employed 
days in dipping it with pails. But from these trenches it is 
drawn by means of a suction pipe, some twenty feet long, and 
three or four inches in diameter, one end of which rests in the 
water, and the other connects with a large hogshead which 
stands in a cart, and which a man fills in a few minutes with 
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apparcutly little effort, and certaiulj with less deleterious efifects 
to himself and pantaloons. 

Bat whilst he was doing this, a yonng girl was standing bare- 
foot, up to her knees in a manure heap, digging with a pronged 
shovel, and filling another cart, which she drove to the field, 
and we suppose unloaded when she arrived. She was hired out 
for the year to do any work abont the house or farm, and re- 
ceived fourteen dollars for a full year's service of this kind 1 
and whenever we have been in the country, anywhere in Ger- 
many, we have seen women employed in the same way, which 
is said to be made necessary by the law which requires so great 
a proportion of the men to be lounging in soldiers' barracks. 
Woman is thus degraded from her true position ; and we need 
not describe the condition of the homes where women spend 
lialf their time in the field. When they work as hard, and do 
the same things, they are not treated as the equals of their lords. 
Often they walk and drive the oxen, with a genuine thrust and 
flourish of the goadstiok, wlifle the men are sitting at thebr ease 
in the cart, smokini,^, aud perhaps swearing at their teamsters. 
We once saw a man and his wife going home from the city, 
where they had been to make purchases | and she had upon her 
back a box some three fbet square, and a basket as large, and 
heavy laden, in her hands, while he carried nothing, but beat 
and scolded her the whole length of the street where our vision 
extended, if she higged or compiained of weariness, which she. 
often did with the tears streaming down her cheeks. But this 
did not surprise us so much as the stoical indiiiereuce with 
which a lady gazed upon the sight, as a matter of no conse- 
quence, because Mey were peasarUs, and it was a common occur- 
rence. 

That those who grow rich and lay up some thousands of del* 
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lars should still feel no ambitioQ to fit up and make convenient 
and pleasant their habitations, seems at first very mysterioos ; 
bat we have to remember that they have been yet scarcely half 
a century out of slavery — a state in \vhi(*li they had not the 
means nor the power to improve their condition. When they 
became owners of the soil, and conld act for themselTes, th^ 
were like grown dilldren, with no experience and no obserr*- 
tion to aid them in their new life. They could neither read nor 
write, and had no knowledge of business. To possess even a 
little sum of money, to do with as they pleased, seemed per- 
haps to them the climax of happiness ; and to spend it in per- 
sonal comforts would scarcely occur to them, when they had not 
seen this done by the greatest lords in the land. They had no 
idea of a comfortable or pleasant home, beeanse they had 
never seen one. A castle is a very romantic affair, crownino: a 
distant hill-top, and associated with hundreds of years of history, 
chivalry, and romance ; bat in itself, it is a dreary, desolata» 
comfortless shell ; for the wealth of the most powerful noble 
would not enable him to furnish a hundred rooms in even a hab- 
itable manner. There is without a great parade of walls, of 
Gothic, or Oredan, or Italiaa architeetare, and h>fty towm, 
reaching to the skies ; and within there is utter barrenness, 
showing that those who occupied it were unacquainted with the 
most common wanta and gratifications of ctTiliaed life. We 
4iaTe not yet seen a castle, inhabited or nninhabited, that be- 
tokened so high a state of civilizaiioij, refinement, and taste, in 
all its arrangements, as the majority of village cottages in New 
England. 

Besides, when the serfs were made owners of the soil, and to 

be a lanu-owner gave no marvelous distinction, those who had 
hitherto enjoyed it did not wish to live side by side with those 
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to whom they were thus leveled, and did not remain in the coun- 
try. The peasants were left entirely to themselTes. For many 
years they conld not travel to learn the improyements of other 
lands ; they had no examples to excite their ambition, and cou- 
sidering themselves inhnitely blessed in their new condition, and 
not knowing that it needed to be, or ooald be, made better, 
were infinitely content. 

In America, if there is one family in a village more wealthy than 
the rest, and aUe to indolge in the Inxury of travel, and with 
means of higher edoeatlon and cnlliTatiott than those aroond, we 
immediately see the evidences of saperiority in their home: there 
is a beauty of hnish about the house, articles of taste iu the par- 
lor, of conTenienee and comfort in the kitchen, which are imme- 
diately obeerred, and, by those who have the means, copied. 
Thos the whole becomes elevated, and so certainly that there 
cannot possibly exist gradations in rank for any length of 
time. 

It is not from the mere fact that they live nnder a Bepnblican 

or Democratic form of government that this equalization exists. 
In England the poor man may also become a peer ; and there 
are before him constant examples that incite him to effort. Bat 
on the Continent there are neither example nor reward. 

The house which we have described belonged, as we said, to 
8 peasant farmw, who exhibited ui all his mannera and deport- 
ment an innate dignity and refinement that we do not often see 
among born and bred gentlemen. If he had been edacated in 
court, he would have been truly courtly ; yet he had lived to 
the age of dxty-five years in this hovel withoat thought of 
change, and had never in his life seen a better honse than his 
own. But a son who had been four years in America retnnied 
to visit his birth-place ; and the first thing he did was to paper 
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the walls of the little parlor and the sleeping-rooms, and add 
many things to give a comfortable appearance to the house, 
fie had learaed, aod showed that be only needed to leara ia 
OTder to appreciate and act 

Yet in a village like this, and among these people, there is a 
decided village ariatocracj, though we cannot ascertain Terj 
definitely upon what it rests its fonndations. Money does not 
seem to be the critlnnon, nor a particolar bosmess, though both 
these have a little influence here, as they have elsewhere, tlie 
world over. That rt^pe d abi iUf f, according to the nnlTersal stand- 
ard, is token into the account, we learn by one fimily consid- 
ering it a lowering of themselves to associate with another 
upon which fifteen years back there rested some impntation of 
disrepntable conduct. Whether this would ha?e been remem- 
bered if the persons had not remained poor, we haye no means 
of knowing, but presume, as is seen in the most moral and 
religious commuuities, wealth and prosperity might hare blot- 
ted out their sins. Their crimtf was stated to bCy having oom- 
mitted the hefore-^and sin ; and tlie priest, who was of course a 
Catholic, not only severely reprimanded them, but was a long 
time in consenting to make them " honest peofkle" by uniting 
them in the holy bonds of wedlock. We ^ve the incident as 
an illustration of manners and morals, which will be creditable 
to pastor and people ; it proves that there is a high moral 
standard at least ; and we have no reason for donbtmg that it 
is as real, and has as much regard paid to it as in any other 
community. 

The revelations of Luther, and other reformers, concerning 
the Catholic priesthood, exhibited them so comqit and fallen, 
that however different they may have become, or however 

great the number of exceptions, they have all to this day had 
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to bear the reproach which the monks of the fourteenth 
oeatorj brought upoa their brethreu aad upon their order. 
Bat the Beformatioii not only reformed those who came oat and 
were separate, but those who remained members of the " Holy 
Catholic church." At present we cannot learn that they are 
as a class either rich or corrnpt, and in little villages of a popu- 
lation of two thousand inhabitants it mast be easily known if 
they are. Our inquiries were often among those who had 
become entirely weaned from the church in which they were 
educated, and had no motive for r^resentmg either priest or 
chorch as better than they really were. 

We are in danger, perhaps, of forgetting that the Romiah 
church heeam corrupt, and it is possible that churches having 
the name of reformed may in the course of time become also eoF> 
rnpt, especially those which are connected with the state, and 
form part of its machinery. The Catholic church was always 
democratic in this respect — that its favors were bestowed 
equally upon the high and humbly bom-— burth seldom conferred 
any distinction, and wealth was not a necessary passport to its 
honors. But the new Prussian church is very far from posses, 
sing these recommendations, and as a dass, the clergy con- 
nected with the nominal Protestant government are not called 
to so much self-denial, are more secular, and preacli less of the 
pure doctrine of the gospel than the Catholic clergy of Ger- 
many. As to morals and manners, the standard is so different 
in all Europe from that in America, that it is difficult to judge. 
It is certain that those of every denomination drink freely, 
play cards publicly, and frequent the theatres openly; by which 
we do not mean to say that all do, or the greater portion, or 
that those who do these things are equally reverenced with 
those who do not ; but that many do, and retain their position 
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as teachers of religion and morality. It is also evident that 
American clergymen do not think conformity in some of these 
things a "sin nnto death," as, either to gratify a natural and 

excusable curiosity, or to learn as much as possible of the dark 
side of the world, in order to be l>etter able to expose it, and 
make tmth and goodness desirable by contrast, many WMk out 

what they are in the habit of denominating^ " sinks of iniquity," 
and " roads to rain/' and- contemplate for a time these horrible 
things. 

When we were in OathoIIe Tillages we attended the Catholic 

church, and in every place saw the children assembled for 
Sunday-school teachings, and heard them catechised in exactly 
the same way as Protestant chUdren are catechised, and conld 
see very little diflTerence in the general intelligence of the peo- 
ple, whether professing one faith or the other. Indeed, there 
is nothing that shoold make a difference. All the children 
attend schools where the system is exactty the same, and attend 
church where tlie difference is more in name than in reality. 
But this is the remarkable feature of the Catholic church, that 
it adapts itself to all governments, and all people^takes into 
consideration all times and seasons and ages — and knows very 
well that dogmas and exactions which would be received sub- 
missively in the Middle Ages, in the days of darkness and 
superstition, would not be tolerated in these, and makes no 
attempts at imposing them upon the people. There are images 
in the churches, and a crucifix in every corner, which are looked 

upon as symbols by some, and as objects of idolatry by others, 

• 

according, to their mental capacities. We hear them uniformly 

told that these are not to be worshipped, and though there is 
a great deal of mummery left, which for us has neither seuse 
nor reason nor interest, and is inconceivable folly, we learned 
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to respect the simplicity that could fiad food aud comfort in 
what coald not eren for a moment engage oar attention when 
the noreltj was gone. With oar minds and feelings thej 

would do tlie same; but we have not ouly becQ made differently 
in the first place, bat grown up under inflaences so dissimilar 
that to jndge one another is impossible, and may possibly be a 
greater sin than even idolatrous worship. 

At least it would be well if the world in general would re- ' 
cover from the prejadice agauist eyerythiog Catholic, and the 
belief that eyerything Protestant or reformed is right; if they 
would cultivate the spirit of Christian charity, aud see things 
as they really are. 

In many countries on the continent^ the people are less capable 
of thinking and reasoning than the children of England and 
America. They are taught to read aud write, but are scarcely 
more educated and not a whit more iatelligent for this. It is 
even tme that schools for teaching reading, writing and 
arithmetic'' are more nnmerons in Catholic Italy than in 
Protestant Prussia.* Rome has a populatiou of 158,Gt8 souls, 
and 312 public primary schools with 482 teachers, and 14,099 
children attending them. The population of Berlin is double, 
and has only 264 schools ; and the Papal States, with two and 
a half millions, contain seven universities ; Prussia, with seveu- 
teen millions, has also but sevea I 

But this is not saying that the people in one place or the 
other are educated. They are both ignorant and stupid ; but 
it is not the fault of their religion. The government does not 
allow them to think or act, and the children of England or 
America who do not know how to read or write, are more 
intelligent aud have more mental activity. We have seen 
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learned professors who were as stapid as cartmen, and never 

bad one original thought, and were no better judges of prac- 
tical things in the world than children, and no more osefol. 

The Catholic charch has ceased to be afhild of the power 
of their people, because they can read and write, and we doubt 
not there will come a time wlien she will throw away her 
symbols ; because she will adapt herself to the times and the 
people over whom she wishes to mle. Her tactics are already 
very different in luiglund and America from wliat they are on 
the Continent ; and dungeons and tortures will not be the 
machinery by which she will take root in the new world. It 
wonld not be strange if she should do it by becoming pare and 
spiritual, and those of other denominations who would retain 
their position, must take care how their luxurious churches 
exclude the pure and spiritual firom their teachings. 
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AORICVLTUBB — ^[RRIOATION — ^SUFEBSTIXXONS — ^FI^AX-AAISINQ. 

Our first excnrsions in the ooaotry were in the spring, when 

the grasses were already green, and soon the summer foliage 
and the abandant harvests made the earth reel with her rich 
bardens. It was then onr constant exclamation, " How is it 
possible to make any soil produce so mnch P In America, in 
the orchards and where fruit trees grow, there is no attempt at 
cultivatiug the earth for other purposes ; but here, under any 
green tree, there is another luurrest — it is as luxuriant beneath 
as above. 

When we came to mingle with the farmers themselves, we 
learned something of their secrets, and are snre it will bo no 
betrayal of confidence if we make them known. 

When the rich summer coats were iremoyed and the earth 
was exposed, we saw the little well-springs of fruitfulness bub- 
bling up over all the land, and learned that neither grain, nor 
grass, nor vegetables, grow here more than anywhere else, 
without seleuee, perseverance, and toil. 

"Draining and irrigation'' — we have often seen these terms, 
and heard the processes spoken of as the gold and silver in- 
struments of agriculture. All over the fields, running here and 
there, zigzag and crisscross, we see little canals of only two or 
three inches iu width, which had evidently some special de- 
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sign — ^yes, they were for the purpose of irrigation^ aud it has 
accomplished so macb for the dry and waste places of these 
now froitfol fields that we most attempt to describe it 

In Germany, the terra mmdoios is applied to what we call 
pasture-laiid, which lies away from the natural watering sources, 
and is so dry as to be qalte useless, unless moistened by artifi- 
cial means. The labor is immense of preparing the ground for 
the canals, as there must be an inclined plane, and when nature 
has not made it, the whole tarf most be carefully removed, and 
the good soil also taken away, that the leTeling may be per* 
formed upon the svibml which is beneath and not good for any 
productive purpose. When the whole has been made level, or 
reduced to the neceasary inclination, the good soil and turf are 
replaced and the canals formed. 

Sometimes a well is first dug, in order to procure water, and 
from this a channel runs on the upper side of the inclined plane, 
which is to hold the water that is to flow OTer the laud. This 
is the supplying canal ; on the lower side is the rtedmng canal, 
and between are the little cross channels, through which the water 
must flow. The breadth between the largest channels must not 
be more than six or eight rods, and between the smaller furrows 
only a rod. The eleration is scarcely perceptible, being but a 
few inches. A very nice process it is to form the incliuatioa 
exact and arrange the furrows so as to water all parts equally. 
Parallel with the supplying and receiving canals, and at right 
angles with the transverse furrows, must also be longitudinal 
ones, aud when the water is permitted to flow, it must be iii 
measured quantities and at stated seasons. 

It is said that snow water dtssolyes the earth and carries off 
the rich particles of soil, so this is never used in irrigation. 
After the crops are gathered, and the laud clear, the water 
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OTcrflows two or three times a week daring the antnmn till 
frost comes. In sprlug it is done in the night, two or three 
times a week, whea it is dry and so warm as not to freeze, as 
this wonld injare the grass. Again, in Jane, just before the 
haying time, as thus the stems are rendered softer, and the 
mowing easier. Then for the fourth and last time, liftcen days 
after the mowmg is finished, when the stubble is dry and de- 
cayed, so that it will not take the nourishment which is 
destined for the new shoots, the whole is overflowed quite often, 
till fifteoQ days before the grain harvest commences. 

Sometimes a sort of rolling prairie is made of the land, by 
diriding it into as many rods in width as there are rods in length, 
and a slight elevation of a few inches between each division, 
and the farrows correspond to the ridges. The suppiyuig canal 
is on the upper side of the meadow or ]^astnre, and transverse 
farrows carry the water to the receiving canal, the whole form- 
ing a curious network ; and when, as we have often seen, these 
hundreds of little rills are flowing and dimpling and sparkling in 
the morning or evening sun, it is also a beautifol sight upon the 
wide extent of the otherwise dreary plain. Many thousands of 
acres have thus been rendered fruitful that were formerly barren. 

In one town we were struck every moment in our walks with 

« 

the beauty and fertility of the parterres^ and were told that from 

six thousand five hundred acres, which formerly yielded only a 
value of five hundred dollars, there was now an income of ^ree 
thousand, and the whole e:q>ease of preparing the ground and 
introducing the water was covered the first year by the in- 
creased fruitfuhiess j and in the same county, thirty or forty 
villages obtained the same result. 

The furrows crossing the land must be changed every three 
or four years, and should be narrow and deep, as they thus 
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occupy less surface, and less mad accnmolates ia them. The 
water is thought, too, to act more efficiently on the soO than 

when Ihey arc shallow, and continually enriches it by bringing 
new and valuable particles, which it leaves in deposit. 

This system of irrigation was invented by Mr. Dmsler, the 
mayor of Siegen, a town in Rhenish Pmssia, in the year lt50, 
and has extended over nearly all Germany. Wherever we 
went in the autumn, we saw the little rills, and saw them upon 
little strips of land here and there, which otherwise would be 
parched and dry nearly the whole year, and not worth a penny. 
As we said in the beginning, we have never seen anything to equal 
the perscTering industry and toil of the German husbandry, and 
the economy with which everything that can be made useful is 
gathered and stored. In the forests may be seen the children 
gathering in baskets all the cones which fall from the lir trees for 
kindlings, during the winter, and gltamrsmsLj be seen in all the 
harvest fields, and here, as in the land of Jndea in the days of old, 
these arc always women j with the little sickle they go over all 
the hills and valleys, and cut every stray spear of grass, every 
tuft by the wayside, and gather the scattered remnants of 
every sheaf, pick up every seed and leave not even a weed to 
flourish in its rankness. Sometimes they are seen returning 
home in troops, with their treasures in baskets or tied in bun- 
dles, and in whatever way, always on their heads. The cow 
and pig of many a poor widow subsist entirely upon these 
gleanings. 

In one village in the Weiterwald, or western forest, we used 
to hear every day, at exactly twelve o'cloclr, a horn blown, all 

up and down the street. ^Ve tliought at first it must be the 
postman, as this is the way he often announces himself ; but hav- 
ing looked several times and seen no arrival at the noise of the 
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trumpet, we inquired, and were told it was to call forth the cows 
of the poor, who during the summer were permitted to crop the 
grass by the wayside for a few hours each day ; and sure 
enoagb, the next time we looked abroad, at the clear shrill mu- 
sic of the wiudiog horn, there was a troop of these quiet ani- 
mals wending their way to some distant grass-plat, where they 
bad learned there was a fresh sweet morsel to be fonnd. One 
would not suppose it could be necessary to blow a horn every 
day of the month, and every year of the century ; but this is 
only a specimen of the system with which everything is done in 
this old land. Ilkt doeh-work is a proyerb in the new world, 
but it is only here that we see it illustrated. 

In the city where we once liTcd, there came in e?ery week, 
on Friday morning, a little fat, jolly looking man, who without 
ceremony took the glass firom the clocks in each room, and 
wound them up, replaced them, and trotted out again, till at 
length we asked upon what authority he did this. Oh, this 
was his regular business." He lived two miles out of town, 
but the city was divided into districts, and in a certain portion 
he wound ail the clocks, having a certain day and hour for 
eacL 

In the same city and street, we noticed every time we went 

out and in, a man sittiDg upon a stone, and around him stand- 
ing two or three others, who were oflen engaged in coming and 
going with packages. Till at length we asked again, ** What is 

the man's business, and how long has he sat here ?" " He is a 
packer, and has sat there some forty years.*' 
" Forty years 1" 

" Why yes ; is that anjrthing so wonderful To be snre, it 

was nothing so very wonderful after all, as this was his regular 
business — ^and he was now an old man — that ho should have 

T 
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attended to it forty years, aud a stone was as good a place 
for the firm to establish themseires by, as a eowUer or a desk. 
But we had never before heard of a pachar, which was i)ci hai)s 
the greatest part of our surprise. We found it afterwards a 
common professioa in southera and iuterior Germauy, and our 
good friend was one of the most respectable d his class, a 
thoroughly snbstantial, respectable looking man, who bad fol- 
lowed an humble calling, patiently, honestly aud industriously, 
from youth to old age, and from a beginning vnih fuAhxng^ to a 
comfortable independence. He packed and unpacked the goods 
of merchants, and the furniture of families when they moved. 
If a party were going a journey, they sent for him to pack 
their trunks, and in all these cases he .took the whole care 
upon himself, as independently as a man would build a house 
or a tailor make a coat, receiving only general directions. His 
fame had extended also quite across the borders. AV^hcn the 
Emperor of Bossia was married to a princess of Darmstadt^ 
he was sent for to pack the trcuatau, and marvelous tales he 
had to tell when he returned, of the velvet and the ermine. 

All these hamble callings, as well as those of carpenters, car- 
riage makers, and tailors, are under the protection and super- 
vision of government, and cannot l>e laid aside and resumed 
without permission ; and we presume the man who blows the 
horn for the cows has also a regular commission, .aud the cows 
could be called by no other person, or in any other way, withont 
a council of state to decide upon the matter, which does not 
make it the less a deed of kindness to the poor, and one for 
which they must be Tery grateful, as it saves them much labor, 
and enables them to save a laige portion of their Roomings for 
the long, cold winter days. Oh, how they must be snflfering, 
notwithstanding, in some of those dismal huts, with the winct 
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wblstliDg through the crevices, aud the soow piled agaiust their 
windows. 

Bnt it is only in the interior, within the circle of the old 
feudal dominions, that we see the Tillages constmcted in this 
way. In the north, and far away to the south, the farming 
districts hare more the appearance of farming r^ons in 
America. The honses are scattered abont on the hiflsides and 
in the valleys, with plenty of room within and without for men 
and animals, though the cows, the horses and pigs, are here 
under the same roof with the family, separated perhaps only by 
a narrow haU, on the one side opening into the stable, and on 
the other into the kitchen and diniug-room. We have our- 
selves slept for a week directly over the animals, and heard 
their champing and tramping at all honrs, night and day, 
though onr room was as clean as wax itself, the walls neatly 
papered, and the floor us wbitc as scouriug could make it. But 
onr window also overlooked the stable-yard, and the effluvia 
from beneath and round abont, would hare seemed pestilential if 
we had not heard that it was everywhere considered healthfbl I 

But these compact country villages were built when people 
thought more of defence agamst foreign foes, than protection 
against fever and malaria at home, and at a time when it could 
not be imagined the people would ever become as the sand on 
the sea shore for multitude. 

" A walled town with massive arched gateways" — ^how often 
we have read this, and thought how grand and imperial must be 
these little towns. What a veneration we have had for " time- 
stained walls/' wheu reading the descriptions of those who rode 
nastily by at a distance, and could bestow upon them only a 
passing glance, or when gazing at them through the enchant- 
ments which the artist's pencil is sure to throw around them. 
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Henceforth, away with such hallucinations ; we have en- 
tered the massiTe gateways, and dwelt i4)UMn the ''time* 
staiDed walls," and there are the same beauty and &8doa- 
tiou about them that one may find in the most dismal cells 
and garrets of the Five Foinis, or the dark alleys which 
lead to the dens of porerty anywhere among the oldest and 
most dOapidated streets of New York. They, too, are found 
by first passing througli or by walls of brick and mortar, 
which constitute the mansions of the rich, which are infinitely 
more grand and imposing than those old gateways are or e?er 
were. 

It is true, that in order to enter many a town of three or 
fiye thousand inhabitants, one must pass under an arch of stone, 
stncooed and carved in all manner of hideous figures, as they 
now look to ns, though very likely they have been in their day 
very wonderful works of art. The gate is still guarded by 
men in armor, who pass to and fro, with shouldered guns, 
looking like automaton images, dressed in the gear of by gone 
ages. But the purpose for wbicli they staiul there now seems 
to us anything but chivalrous and honorable, for it is this : 
to search the baskets of the poor women who come to maiket^ 
and all people, old and young, who come from their forms and 
their trades, to be sure that nothing is admitted free that 
should pay a town duly I We have not heard the names of the 
- contraband articles, but are sure a poor old /row, bareheaded 
and barelegged, with only a pedc hashet full of stuff, which she 
wishes to sell in order to buy a tin dipper, a j)iece of calico, or 
a pound of coffee, can have nothing which should be contraband, 
and subject her to the expense of a penny to support this 
miserable town, though one may well believe they need all they 
can get 
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A curious spectacle is a£forded oa market4ay mornings. In 
tbe open platz assemble tbe men and women from far and near, 

each in the costume of the district, some with cabbages aud 
some with broom corn, some with butter and some with cheese^ 
nutil all tbe articles of bnsbandry and manj of domestic mann- 
factore, snob as baskets, mats, pottery and dotb are arranged 
in two long rows upon each side of the square. By their 
wares some are kneeling and some are sitting, some are stand* 
ing, and some are walking, and all jabbering sacb jibberish as 
onlj they can understand. It is a superstition among these old 
Frauen^ that they shall have no luck unless they sell first to a 
yoong, blooming yiigin, and we bare often seen them wait 
long and refuse good bargains in order to invest tbeir Krofui 
and Krifngd with this charm. If the luck comes not then, we 
presume they have a good way of accounting for it, at any 
rate, no ill fortune seems to destroy tbeir faith in its effi- 
cacy. 

In Brunswick we saw a curious instance of superstition in 
men. When called to testify in a court of justice, they think 
themselves bound to tell the trnth only when occupying a certain 
position, which is with the left hand held straight down by the 
side, and the right in front of the l)reast, with the two fore- 
fingers pointing outward. When standing in this way, no temp> 
tation will lead them to swerve from tbe tmtb, bnt an offtcer is 
employed to watcli them during the whole time, or the fingers 
are sure to steal around bcliind and commence twirling a 
thread or button, with which process they feel at . liberty to 
vary as widely as they please firom correct statements. These 
are curious relics of the days of barbarism, and remind ns every 
day of similar fantasies among the American Indians, and not 
among them only. One may hear things quite as strange in 
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familiar iotercoorse with the fishermen of Marblehead, and 
their deBcendaats in many parts of New Eugland hare not lost 
their faith in signs and wonders. 

The rerauaiits of feudal laws and customs jarring against 
modem, and eren republican innovations, strike one at every 
step. In two or three villages, in different places, we have seen 
instances of American or English families, coming to reside for 
a few weeks or months, and bringing servants and children. 
With these accompaniments, it had not occurred to them that 
a copy of their marriage certificates would be necessary to give 
legitimacy and respectability to any poor little one who might 
have the misfortune to be born among a people so scrupulous. 
But no prayers or entreaties could induce the registrar of these 
important items, to record the birth of a little stranger nnlese 
the mother could prove by documeiitary evidence his right and 
title to this honor. It had been the law from the commence- 
ment of formal legislation, that the birth of a child should be 
registered in a book kept for this purpose, and also that the 
proofs of a formal or regular marriage should be adduced by 
those who would thus give their children the rights and privi- 
leges of citizenship and inheritance of property. The inhabi- 
tants of the country must, of course, conform to these requisi- 
tions, which are quite right and proper. But neither their laws 
nor inheritances would be much affected by irregularities in 
American fomilies; and how easy for those from a country 
thousands of miles away to forge a certificate or any other 
document necessary to their purposes. But the letter of the 
law must be obeyed. 

When we spoke of it to a German lady, she lamented, as if 
it were a real calamity, tliat the parents liad been so negligent, 
and thus entailed upon their child the disgrace of illegitimacy 
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through life. What a stigma for the poor child to bear 1 Wo 
laughed merrily &t sach a ridiculous view of the matter ; bat to 
her the child was really disgraced; and if one whose birth was 
dishouorable, could have procured the registering of his name, 
she would have had no lamentations for the real immorality. 
So great an influence mere forma come to exert upon the minds 
of people. 

The fours and markets are the peculiar institutions of Grer^ 
many, and are held for the purpose of selUng and supplying the 
people with anything that is needed in social and fiEtmily use, as 
shops do in other countries. In the Duchy of Nassau, there are 
261 in the course of a year, some of them being only cattle 
and swme markets, and some for the sale of all manner of 
goods. There are usually four, to correspond with the four 
seasons, which are more general aud important than the others, 
and attended by people from all the surrounding country. The 
afanaaao oontams every year a list of the markets which wUl 
be held, and the days of opening and dosing. The Grand 
Duchy of Hesse Darmstadt has 250, and the Jews are so far 
regarded in all, that if the fair happens upon their Sunday, or 
feast day, there is a change made. Besides these, in each 
duchy or principality there are the great fairs, held twice a 
year, at Leipsic, Brunswick, and Frankfort, Leipsic being the 
largest^ to which come the people from all parts of Germany, 
and sometimes from Holland, Belgium, France, 4md Switzer^ 
land. Here one may see the national and sectional character- 
istics of the people, and have the manufactures aud industrial 
products of every nook and comer of the laud. Little booths 
are erected in all the squares and along the main street, and 
tables spread, behind whicli stand the owners of the wares in 
their several distinctive costumes, oiferiug you the " cheapest, 
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the best, and most beautiful/' in dialects not less distinct and 
peculiar. 

But it is Dot the lesalts of great maniiliMstares, of steam 

•power, and water privilege, that are here collected, as wonld 
be the case in England and America ; but the results of iiouse- 
hold induetry. lo all the rural districts of Oermany, the 
people who are in sommer toiling in the fields, ploughing, 
hoeing, reaping, mowing, are in winter engaged in various 
kinds of handicrafts, their own hands being the poioer loonis^ 
and kwrst and iwrni/i^ UMes, There is oflten very UtUe sidU 
exhibited in these productions ; but the indnstry is mar^eloas, 
and by it they obtain the little money they have for the few 
luxuries t^y indulge iu, and to pay their taxes, which are 
many and great. 

We read of certain cities which furnish the world with 
speciHed articles of luxury, but often not a person in the city 
makes these things. Nnrembeig is the great toy market^ 
and ask where yon will, " Whence oome these things V* yon 
are told Nuremberg ; but the toys are made by the peasants 
in the villages of the Thuringian forest. Here are whole 
armies marshaled (m a plain, the men bemg scarosly an inch in 
height, and their aceontrements proportionably diminnttve. 
Railroads, steamboats, castles, cottages, miniature villages, 
everything they have seen they imitate, for the amuseineut 
of the little folks, and the sugar work, glass, earthen, and 
wooden articles are often canred with a nieety of Ihie, and 
curve, and finish, quite inconceivable with the rough hands and 
rude tools that execute. 

There are fine laces from Silesia, and these, too, are wroogiit 
in soch miserable, poverty stricken homes, as one wonld aot 
believe could send forth anything beautiful. But during all 
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leisure hoars men, womeu and children are engaged with the 
hobhku that weaye the delicate meshes we might suppose most 
owe their gossamer texture to fairy fingers. And when it is 
bleached and pressed, aud ready for market, it is put in large 
packs, the year's labor of a whole Tillage being scarcely eooagh 
for one, porhapa^ and the women set forth with them shmg 
across their backs, and bending to the earth with their burdens. 
From city to city tbey wend their way, often barefoot and 
bareheaded, allowing themselTeB scaroely food to sapport life 
by the way ; attending at ieAis and sometimes kneding to 
princes, saying, " Buy, buy, for we are starving," till they have 
disposed of the precious store, and then return to distribute 
the money among the naked and starving, who are waitUig 
annonsly for the little pittance on which life for another year 
depends. The laces of Silesia are scarcely inferior to those of 
Brussels ; and coarser kinds are brought from Saxony, while 
France and Holland contribute the finest and most costly. Of 
one pound of Flanders linen thread is made from two to three 
thousand dollars' worth of lace I 

It is the same with a great portion of linen cloth. It is 
qpnn and woyen m families, though there are, of course, in 
Germany now largo mannfacturies for all khads of cloths. 
Frederic the Great used to call his country a nation of spiur 
BM8, for the wheels and spindles were to be heard in erery cot 
npon the mountain, and in every hut In the valley, and bitterly 
do the peasants curse the machinery that threatens to deprive 
them of this source of domestic industry and profit. 

The raising of flax has profited by the enlightenments of 
sdence perhaps to a greater degree than any other branch of 
agriculture; and iu FIaiitier.>; tlie new interest in husbandry be- 
gan with the effort to increase the profits of the Imen industry*^ 
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In Frossiay which constittttes a third of Grermany, there were, a 
few yean Bince, 246,894 looms, which were used only from six 
to eight weeks in the year, when the people coald not work 
out doors, and 35,877 which were used all the time ; and of 
those who work all the year, 24,290, or two thirds of the 
whole, live in the country. The rest are to be fonnd in small 
cities, working without capital and realizing very small profits. 

For damasks and all fine table linens Saxony is most famous, 
whwe a hundred thoosand people are engaged in making 
linen, and five or six million of dollars worth produced every 
year in this qniet way. But so entirely a separate business is 
the bleaching, that a great portion of that which is spun in one 
place is bleached in another, and thousands of yards spun in 
Saxony and Silesia are sent to Bohemia to be woven, and then 
returned to Silesia to be bleached. 

We have seen linen as fine spun and woven in the cottage- 
homes of New England, though the wheels are now nearly all 
silenced by the din and buzz of manufoctories. But we remem- 
ber to have heard the farmers complain always, that flax ex- 
hausted the soil, and in two or three years run out itself which 
proves they never leaned the art of cultivating it. If it was 
permitted to run out in Germany, or to exhaust the soil, what 
would become of the people ? 

Formerly, some ground was permitted to lie fallow every 
three years, and this portion the third year was devoted to 
flax, but even this necessity has been overcome, and by a right 
preparation of the soil and of the seed, it may be raised year 
after year on the same fields without deteriorating. The soil 
must be very deeply tilled, and riclily manured, and very fine 
at the surface, every weed must be thoroughly removed, and a 
cold moist climt^ is b^^ter than one which is dry and warm. 
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Bat it is in soaking the seed and in ripening and sowing it, tliat 
much of the cnltnre depends, and accordin^^ as this is done 

rig-htly, are saved or lost millious of dollars. It must be soaked 
eight or ten days in standing water, at first changing it every 
day, and then every two or three days, and when it has been 
dried thoroughly, sown in the eveuiug and allowed to remain 
exposed all uight to the freshness and moisture of the air, and 
' covered iu the morning. 

The flax in order to be of the right consistency most be cat 
before the seed is ripe, therefore good flax and good seed cannot 
be raised together. Formerly it was a great business in Russia 
to raise flax only for seed, and all other conntries obtained their 
seed from the Russians, not understanding why it was better, 
and could alone produce good flax. But now it is known that 
they have only to leave a small portion to thoroughly ripen, and 
their own seed is as good as any, and not so expensive, though 
the flax that produces it is thrown away. 

We have seen men weaving, and women brealing flax^ as it is 
called in New England. -The machinery is very nearly the 
same in all places, but the process'varies a little in the southern 
districts. A circular hole, some three or four feet deep, is dug in 
the earth, with an opening of six feet perhaps across the top, in 
which a fire is made. The surface is covered with branches of 
trees, and upon these the flax is lain to be dried by the heat of 
the embers below ; around this fiery furnaee the women stand 
with the brakes (we believe this is the English technical 
term) and pound the rough, coarse looking stuff', till it is soft, 
when others take it and draw it through the hatchel, smkhmg 
and flourishing it about, as we have seen done in individual 
instances before, but where tliere are a dozen, and the air is 
filled with the dost mingling with the smoke, till the figures and 
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their implements are only vaguely to be distiuguisbed, one is 
leminded of the witches aroaiid the boiling cauldron, singing : 

"When shall we three meet again, 
In thunder, lightning, or in rain." 

Whether any of our rcailers will feel a hundredth part of the 
interest we do, in learning how and wliy things are done, we 
cannot tell, bat in this we find our principal pleasure in coming 
among the people, and in this way only we can understand them. 
Their labors arc their life, and to describe these will best illus- 
trate their characters. Here we see literally demonstrated, that 
man is condemned to " earn his bread by the sweat of his brow f 
but where he owns the soil he tills, there is a lii^ht-heartedness 
and contentment in the labor which he does not eviuco when he 
receiyes eyen more for what he does for anothw. There is sad 
poyerty, and in time of calamity, eyen staryation, in many di»> 
tricts of Germany, but there is still the pleasant feeling that he 
is lord of the land, which enables him to endure many a bnrdea 
which wonld otherwise be insupportable. 
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It seemed to us impossible for people to transport their 
wares, two or three times a year, so great a distance, build 
their tents, and board and lodge in a strange city, and still 
make it profitable ; bnt as political economists say, men do 
not contiime for a length of time to do wliat is not profitable, 
and as it has been a custom for centuries among the Germans 
to hold these fura, we mnst conclude U pays in some way, 
though they are beginning to be of less consequence than they 
were. In the small villages and country places, there are yet 
few shops, though one would think they might be established 
here and there, and resorted to with less expense, and qnite 
as much convenience, as attending these fairs and markets 
continually. But the housekeeping stores and wardrobes of 
the country people are still yeiy simple, and home manufacture 
supplies the greatest portion of their wants. The children 
look forward to a fair as the children of New England were 
wont to look forward to a trainhgf and the varieties of cakesi 
toys, pictures, and amusements which characterize these 
gatherings, show that children are of vast importance in the 
provisions which are made. Signer Blitz is without a rival iu 
America, but he has many compeers in Germany, and feats of 
magic and legerdemain are among the conspicnons attractions 
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of these holidays. The circus establi.slies its tent, and conies 
each time with a troupe uuriyaled and before uoequaled in 
agility and manrelons ezhibitioDs," and is thronged day and 
night. Under another tent, mfniatnre ponies and horsemen are 
continually traversing the distauce of half a mile in a circle, 
and troops of children are waiting for a ride which they get 
for a few cents each. Panoramas, dioramas, cosmoramas, and 
all the family of ramas, with pictarcs of every name and degree 
of excellence, are collected in their seyeral groups for the 
several tastes of these thousands of pleasorenseekers. The same 
podtion Is occnpied by the same shop or exhibition, year after 
year, and century after century, and in many respects a hun- 
dred years produce scarcely auy change in the whole. Some 
new things are introduced, and others perfected, bat the grand 
fair remains the same. Everything that Is bonght and sold in 
the whole country finds a place here, but in many instances 
only a few are shown as simpUs, and orders- taken to be after- 
wards supplied. 

In the business streets, new signs in large letters are hung 
out over almost every door, and even families give up their 
parlors and best sleepmg-rooms to merchants and manufac- 
turers, who fill them with the productions of their several 
establishments. It happened to us to resign our apartments 
to a cloth merchant, aus Ilheydi, out of Kheydt, a town in 
Rhenish Prussia, near Dusseldorf. Bolls of woolen, satin, and 
velvet, took possession of onr chairs and tables, and upon the 
desk were great books of .ww/jjfe, from wliicli tliose wishing to 
buy had only to select, and then decide how much of each should 
be sent at another time to their shops. It is becoming the 
custom, also, to employ rwnnerSf as in America, to carry and 
exhibit these books of specimens, and taJce orders. 
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The law fixes the hour of sale, and it is ushered in by 
muBicians who play aod sing through all the Btreets, and 
continoe to do so during the three weeks the fair is in session, 
receiving a few coppers from the windows of the iuhaljitaiits, 
like the strolling proprietors of hwnd-organs in New York. 
Bat the law can be eraded with bolted doors, and we saw 
sereral thoasand dollara wortb disposed of befm a single 
purchase was allowed to be made. 

From the same little provinoe come many yaloable articles. 
EUenfeld mann&ctares iron, and brass, and cutlery in great 
quantities, and twenty-ftTe different kinds of ribbons, with 
silk and cotton goods of beautiful texture, and especially of 
beantifnl colors. It is here the famoas Tnrkuk red is prodnced 
in socb perfection, that cloths and yams are sent ftom Great 
Britain and France to be dyed, and then reexported cheaper 
than could be done where they are made. 

Westphalia is one of the provinces conqnered, and taken 
possession of by the French, and was for a little time sal]j6ct 
to Jerome Bonaparte. Here the people were never universally 
serfs, but owned the land, and are in modern days remarkably 
thriving and enterprising. Nearly every village has its manu- 
factory, and its buttons, needles, pins, and every species of 
cutlery, are as famous as those of Birmingham. 

Nothing looks quite so beautiful to us as this Bohemian 
glass, which is known the world over, but reaches America 
only as a great curiosity and luxury. The Bohemian peasant, 
who has come with it, is dressed in Prussia blue, with silver 
buttons and sugar-loaf crowned hat, and appears more like 
a Frenchman than Gkrman. The glass is most tastefully ar- 
ranged upon sliclvcs and tables, and includes articles of every 
form and fashion, as well as every color of the rainbow. The 
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beauty is iu the fine and beautiful fiuish. Prague aud Vieuua 
are the great depote for tho sale of it, bat it is made iu the 
Tillages of the Bohenuan forest, and employs thousands of 
families who work in the same quiet way, as every thing else 
is done in Germany, devoting to this the leisure hours that 
cannot be employed in a more profitable way. 

The same is tme of a hundred other different articles of 
wood, leather, straw, etc., which it would fill a volume to 
enamerate, aud many of which we shall have occasion to de- 
scribe, as we find the people at their work. 

How many a ballad we haye seen illostrated as these groups, 
from a hundred diJOfereut places, throng the city with their 
vanoos commodities, often singing not the words, but some- 
thing which corresponds to the ditty of the blithe little maiden, 
with her lightwares all laden, who came crying : 

Bay a broom I 

Buy a broom ! 
Oh, buy of the wandering Bavarian a broom !" 

From the interior and western parts of Germany, the women 
are seen carrying everything on their heads, which they often do 
without holding them also with the hands. Large tabs and 
baskets, of one or two bnshels In dse and capacity, are made to 
balance upon a little round cushion, which is constructed of 
pieces of colored cloth, tastefully arranged, bat which mast be 
Teiy warm and.nnoomfortable. They say it is much easier car- 
rying burdens in this way than with the weight coming upon 
the arms aud shoulders. But from the north and west we see 
them with a kind of yoke fitted across the shoulders behind, 
and the weights attached to pieces which fall as low as the 
hands, and need only to be balanced on each side Often, too, 
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great packs and stacks are borne upon the back, under which 
they bend till thej become unable to staAd upright ; but it is 
only women who are thus converted into beasts of burden. 
Men use wheelbarrows and donkey-carts, and nowhere perform 
the amount of labor, or that which is so heavy and exhausting, 
as the women, and nowhere so early grow old and haggard. 
At the north they are bettcr-lookini^ in the first place, and re- 
tain their yonth and beauty much longer, a difference to be seen 
m all countries, between North and South. 

In some provinces the shawl is worn as tenadonsly as among 
Indian women, though never so gracefully as by the children 
of nature ; and in Hamburg they wear also lace caps and long 
kid gloves. The shawl is of the gayest pattern, and arranged 
so as to conceal a little baefcet, or box shaped like a coffin, and 
which is carried on all occasions, in the street, if her errand 
takes her only a few rods from her honse, because it is her 
badge of office, and proof that she has a place in a family, which 
secures her from insult. They are a remarkably respectable 
looking class, and maintain their several positions with great 
pride and dignity. The box and shawl are given to each on 
her entrance into service, and her name registered on the 
" servant's book," which is kept V)y the police, who do not give 
her permission to enter a new place without a certificate from her 
employer, that she is worthy. This is also the custom in every 
town, large and small, and may have the effect to make them 
careful what they do ; but it is also attended by the evil, that 
ladies may, from caprice, dismiss a servant, and refuse her a 
certificate, without which she may wander idly about for 
months, and become vicious trcm want of employment. In 
Bremen servants cannot engage for less time than six months, 
and cannot then be dismissed without a warning three montlis 
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before, unless for very serious ill-conduct. Here they are permit 
ted also to have a pafch of land to cultiTate, and in iheir leisure 
hours raise a little crop of potatoes or flax, which they can 

dispose of to their own advantage, and do not anywhere at the 
north ha?e so slarish an appearance as at the south, where it 
is the uniyersal complaint that they are nerer to be trostedt 
and where they are indeed treated like a nation of thicTes. 
Everything is locked and double locked, as thoroughly as 
if they expected to be constantly besieged by robbers. A 
German housekeeper is a slaye to her keys. She gives out 
every article from the store-closet herself, and exactly the 
quantity necessary for every compound ; else, she says, it will 
be carried off to some lover or Mend. What is allowed each* 
one to eat, is placed upon her plate before the family leave the 
table — ^just so much meat, bread, and vegetables as is judged 
sufficient — so many lumps of sugar given into her hand, and 
all the rest locked where she cannot come. The quantity 
seemed usually very generous, and we may not be capable of 
judging of a system wliich we have not tried, nor know how 
debased a whole class may be with whom we have not lived ; 
but we often wonder what would become of the colored slaves 
of America if they were subject to such a bondage as this, 
where eating and drinking is the great diversion. 

The construction of the houses makes many keys necessary, 
without reference to the servants. As to economize room is the 
important consideration, there is a box, or drawer, in every 
nook and corner, and where there is a family on every floor» 
and the common staircase open to all who choose to go up and 
down, everything must of course be locked. Each housewife 
carries a little oblong basket, eight or ten . inches long and 
three or four wide, with a handle, and ia this are deposited her 
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keys. We ha?e seen between forty aod fifty in one basket, 
and almost every one nsed daily, and some many times a day. 
To every room, cupboard, drawer and box, the lady must go 
herself, for eyerytbing that is wanted in all the multiplicity of 
honsehold aflliiirs. Whether the servants are indeed so faithless, 
we have no means of knowing ; bnt we have seen many thns 
distrusted, whom we could willingly have taken into service, and 
by kindness and confidence so won, that we should have no fears 
for the safety of gold and silver, and jewels nnconnted and nntold. 
When food was dealt to them as if they were dogs, we have 
seen come over their honest faces the blush of shame and humi- 
liation, that made us feel for them the same pity and sympathy 
as' if they had been arraigned for crime, when we knew they 
were innocent. The best heart may easily become corrupted 
by such treatment, and where honesty and fidelity receive no 
reward, or commendation, they will soon cease to be valued. 

It is often the case that girls come firom the country to the 
city to live for a little time in a family, in order to learn a 
better kind of housekeeping. They, perhaps, belong to the 
aristocracy of their little village, and have acquired something 
of a feeling of independence. They have not been accustomed 
to work very hard, as the routine of domestic labor in a farm- 
house even, is not very complicated or elaborate, and they 
enter upon their new life entirely ignorant of the duties they 
must perform. One we saw transf^srred from her free country 
home to the dismal atmosphere of a city kitchen. Bright and 
blooming she was as a May morning, and as pure as the water 
of the village fountain, or the lily that bloomed in the valley 
by her side. She was the servant of all work, as the family 
could afford but one, and was expected to rise with the suu and 
before breakfast to put the parlor and dining-room in order, 
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which no American woman would think of having done bj a 
serraat who was cook and scrab beBido& AU tbe floors are 
nnpainted oak, and are wiped with a mop wet in cold water 
every morning to take off the dust. The breakfast takes but 
little time, as it is only bread and coffee, and the bread is 
purchased the night before. After breakfast, the marketing 
most be attended to, and sometimes the lady of the house does 
it herself, and sometimes the servant, and often both go to- 
gether. The sleeping-rooms are to be tidied. Dinner for four 
people, with English or American eocdury, would enq^loy an 
honr ; bnt with German it reqnh^s fonr or five. It is potter, 
putter, putter, the whole forenoon, keeping the servant con- 
stantly busy, and the lady in constant snperTimon. To look at 
the stove and count the kettles in actual service, we would be 
led to expect some four to six courses, with a great display of 
luxuries. But when it appears, there is a soup, one dish of 
meat and one of v^tables, and all excellent. But to make them 
ready, there has been socli a fussing and firetting and stewng 
as ought to be expended on a hundred dinners; and every day 
for three montlis, we hear the complaint that " the servant 
never can leam to cook — it is strange how stupid she is.'' But 
instead of leaving her to try experiments and make a few mia- 
takes, relying upon her own judgment till she can think, com- 
pare, and compound successfully, the lady is continually trot- 
ting into the kitchen, and by oontinnal £ault-finding and severitf 
completely paralyzes mind and body, so that she is stupefied by 
fear. In six months, four have been successively installed in 
the same place, and ail equally stupid, without her being able 
to see that the fault may be entirely with herself. We noticed 
this without considering it a characteristic of German house- 
keepers ; but afterwards read iu " Howitt's Kural Life,'' that 
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Eaglisil ladies always found the same trouble. The servants 
have been accastomed to be followed aboat and directed in 
eyery little thing till they hare no idea of doing aDythlug with* 
out being told, and retain always a servile air and manner, and 
this we beard from many American ladies, also, who had lired 
long in the land. 

When the dinner Is eooked, it is brought in by the servant, 
aud she comes to change the plates and take away the rcmaius, 
then brings the cofiTee which slie has made in the meantime. 
After dinner, the dishes are to be washed, and the kitchen 
made tidy ; but this is seldom done, becanse there is a contfnnal 
cleaning of something, which keeps everything in a muss, 
(when we describe kitchens we mast use Ucknieal terms). The 
stoTe is so large that it occupies about one-third of the room — 
on three sides are shelves, or dressers without doors, upon which 
are arrayed the cooking apparatus and the ordinary table furni- 
ture. Everything copper and brass is mbl>ed daily, and the 
number of these articles is Innumerable. They are as bright 
as rubbing can make them, aud the perfection of neatness per- 
vades all appertaining to the culinary department, yet there is 
still ladling a i^tem that simplifies complicated arrangements, 
and relieves the severity of labor. 

It seems to be feared tliat the servant will not earn her 
wages, and work which is utterly needless is done aud re- 
peated for the sake of keeping her busy. If there k nothing 
else, she is set to washing windows, late in the aftomoon of hot 
summer days, or to scrubbing floors on her hands and knees, 
where we have often seen her till ten at night, and could think 
of nothing but a galley slave, chained to his task ; as often as 
once in two weeks these horrible oaken floors mnst be scrubbed, 
and thre3 or tour hours mnst be spent upon one ordinary sized 
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room. There are two pails of water, a stiff brush with which 

the scrubbing is done with soap and sand, and a cloth to rinse 
and wipe la the cleaner water. la our pitj for the poor crea- 
ture who was doomed to such drudgery, we exclaimed, " why 
do yoa people in Germauy persist in this barbarous custom 
of scnibbiag floors V* 

" Because we cannot afford to liave them painted.'' 

** What a ridiculous reason, when you conform to much more 
expensive customs iu dress and education." 

But these are necessary, wliiie it is not absolutely necessary 
to have carpeted or painted floors." 

I should thmk it much less necessary to hare silk dresses, 
and would rather do without a little French or Latiu myself, 
than enjoy such luxuries while these poor girls must perform 
such slareiy as this.'' 

But she could not understand that a peasant girl could be 
any better employed than in scrubbing and cleaning, though 
afterwards she very adroitly planned that it should be done 
when it was most unlikely we should see it. 

It is merely that they have been aeeustonied to live in tliis 
way, and go so little about the world, that they do not learn a 
way which is better and not less cheap. We have heard so 
much about the industry and thorough housekeeping of German 
ladies, that we notice much more scrutinizingly than we other- 
wise should ; and they have heard so much about American 
ladies being idle and ihiftiess, that we cannot help makmg com- 
parisons. 

That German ladies spend more time in the kitchen than 
American and English ladies of the same rank, is true, but that 
they are better housekeepers, or do any more work, is not true. 
A young German girl who had been several years in America, 
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remarked that German ladies, at first, could not endure 
America, thej bad to work so much more, but when they 
fiaaud they were where labor waa not degrading, and learned 
how to manage, they liked it better. 

Men writers have been in German families, and heard the 
ladies talk of going down to see to the dinner, and perhaps to 
make the pndding, and judging after the fashion of men, that 
getting good dinners is all of honsekeeping, have conclnded 
German ladies must be the perfection of housekeepers. But 
this same German lady will be waited upon by her one servant 
of all work, as no American lady would think of being, will 
hire all her plain sewing done, and stares in astonishment to 
see a lady make and repair her own dresses. The American 
lady teadus her cook to get the dinners alone, if she is so well 
off as to have a cook, and has all her work and business so 
arranged that she can have it better done by a good superin- 
tendence than by continually dabbling her own hands iu stews 
and suds. 

The stacks of linen are the boast of (Germans and the won- 
der of Americans, but they are beginning to confess that this 
is quite unnecessary, and has been kept up by a very ridiculous 
pride. It is becoming the fashion to wash at least once a • 
month, bnt more especially at the north, and some fiftmOieB 
have the washing done in the house every two weeks, exactly 
like English and Americans. 

In the old towns, the construction of the houses makes this 
almost impossible. There is no place for drying, and no con- 
veniences for washing or ironing, as these were no part of 
family work when the house was built. The upper room is 
a large c^n qmce, with lines, upon which the soiled linen is 
hung, and has one or two large chests, in which some of it is 
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packed. We confess, we could never get over the feeliug that 
*' pestilence most walk bj noonday " in snch a honae, and the 
arrangements for sink-drains and water-closets are Btm more 
repulsive. How refined and cultivated people can live in re- 
signation to them, we cannot imagine. Bat the bad con- 
strnction of the houses is not owing entirely to the ignorance 
of the dark ages. Honses which are not more than three 
years old, and where dwell the highest dignitaries of the land, 
have the priyate apartments opening directly into the parlor 
and dining-room, without the cleanliness of water or the de* 
ccney of a screen, and families who hare a honse in town and 
country, and in summer a large garden, ^here ladies prome- 
nade in satin, velyet, and point-lacci do the cooking in a kitchen 
so dark, persons can scarcely distingnish each other, and the 
door of the privy opening into it, exactly by the stove and 
table where all preparations are made, with no other aperture 
for ventilation. We have traveled much over American 
wilds, and among the most rnde of new settlers, and never 
found anything quite so barbarous. The good housewives 
who cooked here, could speak two or three languages, 
and go into ecstacles over paintmgs and statuary, and dis- 
coursed and dilated with the utmost self-gratnlation, upon the 
heathenish English and Americans, who " knew nothing of 
artJ' 

These incongruities strike us everywhere : the high appre- 
ciation of beauty in the fine arts, and an utter insenMbllity to 

beauty and comfort in the daily life and family arrangements. 
There will often be in the honse a fine picture or elegant 
articles of china, and the most exquisite little statuettes, while 
the table fnrniture is of the most common kind ; knives and 
forks, such as one never before saw used, except in cooking, and 
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table etiquette like that we find among backwoodsmen. A 
great black loaf will bo haaded round for each 9110 to cat a 
slice with his owa koife^ no salt-spooa or batte^kIufey and no 
order in arranging the table. We might possibly find the 
same iu many American families of the same rank, but we 
should not find also, sach articles of taste and Inxoiy to feast 
the eyes upon. 

If some gentleman writer would know the true, unmistake- 
able test of good housekeepiug, let him look at the mops, dish- 
cloths, kitchen towels and lamp-wipers. These will tell the 
story better than fine damask table linen or good dinners, and 
if they are all rags aud smut he may be sure disorder reigus 
through the household. In these old towns, where the honses 
are so ilwsh-aet^ and a family on every floor, these articles are 
exposed to yiew in the most nnfortnnate manner for their repn- 
tation. Along under the back windows are lines upon which 
they are strung to dry, and we in this way see the internal 
economy of twenty households at a glance, and dripping from 
the fourth and fifth stories come the rinsings from the floor-pails 
and dish-tubs, of a color and consistency to give no favorable 
impression of what they have left behind. We should not enter 
into these details if we had not been obliged to hear continnally 
of the barbarity of Americans. One man has been there and 
comes back to say he could not eat, the people were such pigs 
at table : a lady has been there and describes American women 
as sitting always In rocking-chairs, and never taking the least 
interest in household matters, which we have no doubt was true 
of many that she saw. They have heard that Americans never 
have any household or even personal linen ; and because there 
are no galleries of art they com^lnde we are heathen, and live 
Uke brutes \ while it is true, on the contrary, that there is more 

8 
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of beauty in art in one American city, than in five European 
cities, bat it is scattered about iu kitchens and sleeping-rooms, 
and privAte aportmentSi and exercised npon what promotes 
daily comfort, instead of - being collected In a few halls and 
salons, where a few may congregate to admire, while the 
masses are walking npon rough boards, and in hourly contact 
and association with sach coarseness and filth as we cannot re- 
concile with refinement and cultivation. The houses in Ameri- 
can cities for wliich clerks and mechanics pay a rent of five 
or six hundred dollars, are arranged with reference to the 
utmost comfort and delicacj, and those who occupy them must 
feel the refining and elevating influence far more than they 
could in gazing a few hours each week at fine pictures, which 
is all the time they would have to devote to them. Tet to the 
fine pictures we have no objections, and shall be glad when 
wealth and taste enable us to furnish our houses or public halls 
with productions of the fine arts. But to say we are behind 
Europe in a love of the beautiful, in all that indicates r^e- 
ment, and elegance, and cultiTatton, is so for from being true, 
that we are fifty or a hundred years in advauco, and this con- 
clusion is one which has been forced upon us by inches, and so 
contrary to our expectations, that we stai^ dumb with amoce- 
ment as we contemplate all these things. 

But the most northern cities liave adopted more of English 
comforts, and we find as we leave the south that the wonders 
of art diminish. There will bo perhaps in each city a gallery 
of i^ain tings, but there will not be a dozen, and artists arc not 
in such abundance. Strange as it is, in an inverse ratio^ the 
people are more intelligent^ and the homes more beautiful. In 
Hamburg are a great number of English people, who have 
given an English air to the streets and houses, and in many of 
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the farming districts at the north the cultivation is more after 
the English manner. The land is not so diYtdedy the honsca 
are large, neat and commodioos, and hedgerows are blooming 
around many a garden and field. 

But Bremen is still th(»:oughlj G^man, yet in the comfort • 
of her homes far in advance of sonthwn cities. Each family - 
occupies a separate honse, and those of the upper and middle 
classes have the genuine air of comfort and neatness in all their 
arrangements. The housekeepers are more thorough, and the 
cookmg on a more modem plan, which consumes far less time, 
and is not less palatable. The servants, too, have more self- 
reliance, and are treated iu a way to give them more self-respect. 
In almost every house, even of the mechanics and small trades- 
people, there is a carpet, and the parlors of the rich have quito * 
an American appearance. Yet there will be here more articles 
of taste than in a Fifth Avenue salon^ and an arrangemcuU 
which shows more individuality* They do not look so much as 
if the upholsterer finished them to suit his own ideas, and never 
anywhere have we seen such dainty work-baskets as will meet 
the eye in almost every lady's parlor, and all manner of taste- 
ful apparatus'for busy fingers. The parlor, too, is occupied by 
the ladies when at work, instead of being shut up for callers 
and parties, and when comfort and taste are united in a Ger- 
man home, there can be nothing more truly near to perfection. 
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CHAPTER XI. : 

VALLBY OF THE RHINE — COIUCEECE — LUTHES— GUTXENBEBO. 

An EDglishmaa in ascending the Bhine, soliloquizes after 
this &8hion : " The Rhine is no donbt a historical riyer ; but 

the political ccouoinist reads history Iq its stream differently 
from the scholar and antiquarian. This riyer lias been flowiog 
these two thousand years through the centre of Sun^Msn 
civilization ; yet, how little industry or traffic upon its waters ! 
- not one river barge in ten miles of river. Is not this the effect 
of faulty social economy, of bad goyemment, of restrictire 
freedom among the twenty or thirty millions of people dwelling 
in communication with this great water-way ? In America, 
rivers not half a century old to any human knowledge are 
teeming with floating craft, exchanging industry for industry 
between rising cities and communities of free self-goyeming men. 

" Is it not a bitter historical satire on the feudal institutions 
which have so long reigned on either side of this riyer ? It 
flows stately and sflently through yast populations of feudally- 
goyemed countries, and like one of its own dignified old barons, 
caring Uttle for commerce, industry, and civilization, but sweep- 
ing in lonely grandeur between noble castles of former days, 
modern fortifications, decaying towns, military and custom- 
house sentinels and functionaries, and beneath vine-dotted hills, 
around which the laboring man climbs and toils, and lives us he 

112 
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did a thousand years ago, without imyrovmeiU or advance of any 
importance in Ms sodal condition. Is this the Rhine, the ancient 
J^hine — the lihine that boasts of commerce, literature, science, 
law, goTernment, religion, having all sprang np in modem times 
npon its banks — ^this riyer, with half a dozen steamers canrying 
idle lady and gentlemen passengers up and down to view the 
sccnciy, and a solitary barge here and there creeping along its 
sides? Truly the American rivers, under the demooratical 
American governments and social system, have shot ahead, in 
half a centaiy, of this European river under the aristocratical 
European government and social system, although the Europ- 
ean has had the start of the American streams by fifteen hun- 
dred or two thousand years. When Prince Mettemich sits in 
his window-seat in his castle of Joliunnisberg, reading in some 
book of travels about the Ohio, or Mississipi, or Hudson, all 
teeming with the activity and eivilizmg industry of free unre- 
stricted men, what may be his thoughts as he lifts his eyes 
from the book, and looks down upon the Rhine. It> is here 
that the American traveler may be allowed to prose, at long 
and at laige, upon his favorite topics — ^the superiority of Ameri- 
can institutions and government. He may begin his glorificor 
tions at Cologne and end them at Basle, without interruption." 

We were amused in reading the soliloquizmgs of a young 
Frenchman, made about the same time, and also by a political 
economist, to sec with what different eyes he beheld the same 
objects, and how things were magnified by a diflferent educa- 
tion and limited obsarvation. He had never been to America, 
and seen no larger or nobler river than the Rhine, and had 
evidently read very little of the Ohio or Mississippi, and their 
wondrous commerce. • 

He begins with the same exclamation : The Rhine I tho 
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• girdle and the rampart of Germany, and npon whose borders 
she seems, in gratitude, to have accnmnlated all that she has 

of the most precious and tlie most bc.intiful — fertile plains, 
sombre forests, famous vineyards, laughing and luxurious 
▼allejrs, romantic heights, majestic rains, touching and marvel- 
ons legends — ^ini a word, all that can please the eye, charm the 
mind, and fill the imagination. Let me describe to you this 
valley, the most beantifal and interesting in the world — the 
most beantifni, thanks to nature — the most interestmg, thanks 
to the mdefatigahU industry of Us happy people ! ■ 

" lu order to appreciate it we must descend the Rhine, from 
Basle in Switzerland to its month in the North Sea, and what 
traveler, whether economist or pleasure seeker, can pass these 
beantifni countries without being struck with their industry, 
and these cities, which have been known from the earliest ages 
and have enriched the world with their products 

He then begins with Switzerland, and dwells upon the fertility 
of its valleys ; the ham of busy industry in its shops, i1» farm- 
houses and fields, and the pleasant sound of lowing cattle and 
bleating sheep upon her hillsides. Her five gnat lakes, Con- 
stance, Genera, Zurich, Yilles Forestieres, and Bienne, united by 
rivers, the principal of which are the Rhine and the Aar, give 
her all the desirable facilities of navigation, and upon them are 
floating, in all their glory, 25 steamboats 1 with importations 
amounting to 1,876,19*7 quintals. 

To connect Switzerland with the navigable portion of the 
Ehine are three railroads, one of which posses through Alsatia, 
where so much of the raw cotton of America is spun and woven, 
and then reCTxported to be stamped. The finest threads of 
France in wool and cotton are spun by the peasantry among the 
villages of the Yosgian Mountains, a people who speak Gkrman 
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bat arc eaUrely f'reach ia their sympathies. la the revolution 
of '48 no entreaties conld move them to aid their German 
brethren in their attempts to form a united €ferman nation. 
They preferred to remain where they were, and with many 
other provinces in western Qeruuokj, like French laws and 
French costoms the best. 

Bnt we cannot follow our traveler through all his glorifica- 
tions of this great commercial region, and will go on to 
Manhetm and Mayenoe, from which cities commence the 
running of steamers and rafts with the exports of the country, 
to be delivered in Uolland and sent across the sea to England 
and Russia, or America. 

HolUnd is withont forests, and Germany supplies her with 
wood. This is transported in great rafts, and wherever your 
eye falls upon the ' Rhine you see these immense barges laden 
with the products of the Black Forest and the Odenwald. It 
is said that in Ghuia whole yilla^ are seen moving down the 
river upon a network of bamboo, and these wood-trains have a 
similar appearance. At one extremity are twenty oars, and at 
the other twenty-two, with seven timeB as many rowers. A boat 
goes on before to announce the arrival of the train, and sixteen 
or twenty other boats carry the anchors and cables. Upon the 
raft or train is a complete household establishment, as it moves 
slowly, and cannot stop to dine by the way. There is a little 
house or hut, for those who have charge of the anchors, five or 
six for the rowers, each of which will accommodate lifty 
persons; then there ;ire the pilots and cooks, with their aidns-de- 
caimpf a kitchen, wash-house, bakery, slaughter-house, magazbe 
for provisions, and stables — ^the whole equipage requiring five 
hundred men. 

. In a single voyage one train consumes from forty to iifty 
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thoasand pounds of bread, twelre to twentj thonaaad pounds 
of meat, ten to fifteen thousand poands of cheese, ten to fifteen 

(juintals * of butter, eight to ten quintals of salt, sixty to 
eighty of vegetables, and from five to six hoodred hog«. 
heads of beer. And to give a complete idea of the grandeur 
of these trains, he adds, that in the tariff bureaux, they Talue 
the stores, anchors, and utensils which do not pay duty, at 
six thousand quintals. Every year ara transported in this 
way ttom sixty to seventy thousand cubic yards of oak, 
and from seventy to eighty thousand of pine and fir ; but 
the trains are small at the commencement of the voyage, and 
increase from city to dty, and at the junction of the different 
rivers which contribute from the treasures of the forest tiirough 
which they run. 

Next he embarks upon ^' one of those large and magnificent 
steamboats which pass every moment in communication Ijetween 
London, Rotterdam and Basle,'' and says : " What a spectacle ! 
What life and animation ! In vain will you seek in any other 
part of the world a steam navigation so extensive and active 1 
Yet it is only since 1891 that it began ; at that time there were 
only two small boats running between Cologne and Mayence. 
In one year the bridge at Cologne was raised fifteen hundred 
and eighty times for steamers to pass, laden with travelers and 
merchandize^ and the number of travelera has increased in 
ten years from a few thousands to 150,000, so that this great 
river may be said to be covered with a floating population, and 
along its shores are the evidences of this passage, in the money 
they have pat in circulation, the impetus given to oommeroe, 
and the infiuence upon the manners of the people, and the in- 

■ 

* A qiihital to fthondrcd poanSi. 
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crease of wealth in the cities aad Tillages. One companj rea- 
lized in a year, at a time when there were five others, a revenae 

of $70,000 I and all have transported in a year from 12,000,000 
to 13,000,000 of quintals of merchandize. Surely the English- 
man most have shut his eyes as he passed this way, or else he 
had seen things so mnch more marvelous that it appeared very 
trifling, aud not worth recording. 

" It is not strange that a German should denominate it * the 
liver of rivers^ the glory and pride of Europe.' Among the 
highest peaks of the hoary Alps is the snowy summit of St. 
Gotherd ; around him rise many other peaks of fearful altitude 
— ^the !Farca, the Vogelsberg, the Erispalt and the SplUgen, 
but none so high as he. From within this mighty mass of ath' 
ginal mountains, amidst eternal glaciers and endless forests of 
dark pines, springs a stream — a wild, small, hill-torrent, like a 
hundred others from the saoie soorce, whieh seems no more 
than any of its fellows. It appears to take its rise bat to 
perish after it has run, like them, a brief and troubled career. 
Bat if the wanderer follows its waters, he will find that, like a 
native avalanche, it gathers strength and size and greatness as 
it goes, anta nniting with another brandi firom the same source 
at Ddssentis, in tlic (rrisons, and with a third at Kazerus, in 
the same canton, it marches majestically plainwards, like a 
monntain giant, rushing through the lake of Constance, boond- 
iug with a fearfhl leap, over the ledges of rock which intersect 
its path at Schaffhausen, flowing by the northern bounds of 
Switzerland, and washing the walls of Basle, hnally it courses 
with nntronbled career, thence to the distant northern ocean on 
the coast of Holland — this stream is the Rhine, and this its 
.course — the first river of Europe, aud the pride and glory of 
Germany.'' 
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These are the reflectioos of a natiTe of its banks, and we do 
not wondw that it is to him snrpassing fair and beantifal, a 

golden link with diamonds set to bind him to his Fatherland 

To us, too, it is beautiful, and we have reveled in its history, 
and the legends which cover every castleHsrowned peak npon its 
shores, and spread their charm over every hillstde and valley, 
with not less interest than the hundred tourists who have 
described it. But we have also seen the mountains, and lakes, 
and rivers of the Western ContiDent^ and to one who has tra* 
versed the whole length of the St. Lawrence, winding among 
its Thousand Isles, and floating on its broad bosom to where it 
meets the sea — ^l>een struck dumb with awe beneath the ciifis 
which overhang the Sagnenay, and stretch away in wild gran- 
deur among- tlie forests which yet no man hath penetrated — 
crossed the great lakes, white with a thousand sails — traced the 
Ohio and Mississippi from source to month — become familmr 
with every wild glen among the Highlands of the Hudson, and 
skipped through all the years of childhood in the valley of the 
Connecticut, there can be little in natural scenery even among 
the vine-clad hills which border the Bhine, to elicit ezdama* 
tions of wonder. Yet we could linger many a week among its 
enchantments, and not weary contemplating the beauties which 
nature has here so freely lavished, or in listening to the marvel* 
ons tales which every person yon meet^ from prince to peasant, 
delights to tell. But, like the Englishman whom we quoted, 
our special province is among the people, and we must spend 
only so much tune in castles as will help us to illustrate life in 
the cottage. He says there has been scarcely any social im- 
provement in a thousand years, among the classes we wish to 
portray. Here are the words of an old chronicler concerning 
them in the 4ft§ent]| century : 
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** There are among the Gtennaa folk mach distioctioa of rank, 
and many grades of that distlncticm. The first grade conasts 

of the clergy ; the second of the nobles, iii which latter there 
are beveral varieties, such as princes, counts, barons, knigbt-s, 
and gentle-folk ; the third, of the burghers and peasantry. 

"The princes take the first place in honor and in power, for 
they have broad lauds and a wide extent of territory. The 
others take precedence according to their station — counts, 
borons, knights, and gentlefolks, bnt all sit below the princes 
of the land. When it so happens that the emperor displeases 
the nobles, they absolve themselves from their allegiance to 
him, and declare themselves and their followers free from his 
role. This class considers itself not a little debased when one 
of its members follows an honest occnpation, and descends 
either to become a merchant or manufacturer i also, if he weds 
with an ignoble woman, or dwells as a recognized burgher in 
any <nty. They live not in commnnities, bnt abiding altogether 
in their castles, either on the peaks of mountains or in the 
depths of the impassable forests of our laud, or in its spacious 
solitary phiins, they deem themsdves wholly independent. 
Their chief pleasure is the chase, and it also forms their prin- 
cipal dependence for food j the laws made by them against en- 
croachment on this their privilege, arc, therefore, very severe. 
They hold that the wild beasts of the forest are theirs, for 
their use and gratification alone ; and it is in some places pni^* 
ished with the loss of both eyes, in others with sheer decapita- 
tatiou for an inferior to trespass on their preserves. There is, 
however, a permission understood to kill all noxious animals and 
useless beasts of prey. 

"These nobles live lustily in their castles, eating and drink- 
ing of the best at will, and th^y also clothe themselves richly-— 



Digitized by Google 



180 



PEASANT LIFE IN GE&MANV 



especially the women — who are all o?er decked with costly orna- 
meatf of gold and preotoos stones, when tbey go fortb» or whoa 
they give a grand entertainment. In their excarsions they are 
e?er followed by a large train of idle people,, pertaining to 
their hooseholds ; and they are known from the common people 
whererer they be met^ by their prond air and their measured 
liaughty step. But they mostly go on horseback, howeyer short 
the dis.tance, for they consider it unseemly in them, and a 
degradation to their state^ to walk. Yet will these prond men 
not hesitate to set on and rob the helpless wayfarer, and de- 
prive him of liis honest wealth, whenever an opportunity offers 
itself to them. If a feud break out between two of them, or 
if the one does to the other an. injury or wrong, each collects 
his Tassals and retainers, and then they ravage and destroy 
each others lands and property with fire and sword, like great 
potentates or soTereign princes. 

"The burghers or citizen-folk are considered the lowest in 
the scale of honor and rank in the German Empire. Of these 
some be subjects of the emperor, and some be the subjects 
of the prelates or princes in whose territories they dwell. 
Those who serve the emperor directly enjoy considerable privi- 
leges ; their cities arc generally known as free cities of the 
empire. Every year they select among themselves a chief or 
local ruler, known by the title of Bnrger-Meister, in whom they 
vtsst the supreme power of the community. His judgments in 
all cases of crime or misdeed are based upon reason and the 
ancient customs of his class, but an appeal lies from them to the 
emperor. 

** In every great city two classes of citizens are to be met with 
— the first, noble bora, being generally the younger sous of the 
great families of the empure ; the second, the common folk. 
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consuitiiig of mechanicals, manafbctarers, and merchants. The 
fnrmer follow no occapation pnblicly — neither traffic nor bosi- 

ness of any kiud^they style themselves patricians, and mono- 
polize the offices of honor and profit in the magistracy of their 
respectiye cities ; on the latter devolre all the burden of trade 
and all the weight of labor. Though these may acquire great 
riches, they are seldom recognized by their noble fellow citizens; " 
and it is with great difficnlty that one of them ever saeceeds in 
gaining a position among these prood men. They are, notwith- 
standing, eligible to the highest offices of the magistracy j but 
it must be added they very seldom attain to them. 

" In Germany, the cities and towns are generally well sitnated; 
either planted proudly on the snmmit of a hfll, or bnlH beside 
the course of some broad river, or lying in a rich and fertile 
plain, and they are ever sorrounded with a thick wall, in some 
cases strengthened by deep dykes ; In all defended by sdid 
towers and bulwarks. 

But the lowliest condition that be, is, however, that of the 
serf or peasant who tills the earth and Uyes in open villages or 
lonely cottages. A wretched life these creatures lead of it. 
They hold scant communion with each other, and live with 
their families and their cattle all alone. Their dwellings are 
rude huts of mud and wattles, thatched with straw. Their 
food h black, sour bread, with thin porridge or pulse soup. 
Their only drink is water or milk. Their garb is a coarse gown 
and a wide straw hat. Their subsistence is derived principally 
from suppl^fing the towns with fiie produce which they raise 
from the soil. These poor people never know rest ; early and 
late they are obliged to toil ; their existence depends upon 
their labor. The greater part of their time is the property of 
their lord, who may compel them to work for him as long as 
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he lists, without fee or reward ; and the seTerity with which 
they have been treated, on many ooeasionfl has caused serioas 

insurrections iu the country. Tliere is no steel so tempered 
that it may not snap; no bow so toogh that it may not 
break" 

It was abont the same time that the bow did snap. The 
light of the Ke formation exposed the cruelty and corruption of 
those they bad so long obeyed, and when once rebellioa had 
broken oat, the excesses of the peasantry were reckten and 
ruthless in proportion to the blind stupidity with which they 
had hitherto submitted. They learned that it was jwssibie for 
them also to cast off their chams, and demand rights, which, 
if not granted willingly, they eonld gain by force, and in the 
most beautiful districts of the Khine country, their atrocities 
are described as almost iocredible, aud the whole conntry as one 
scene of carnage and nun, whibt they were in arms* 

The struggle between the Insbops, nobles, and serfe, is called 
the *' Servile War," and the rebels characterized as a rabble 
ront ; known at the tune by the name of the Hell crowd.'' 
** They homed and destroyed churches and castles, monasteries 
and convents ; murdering without scruple, and driving the 
nobles, their masters, fugitives before them in every direc- 
tion/' It did not occur to these bishops and nobles to ask 
how came these people to be such " a rabble rout how they 
came to be so exasperated, and to feel towards the " nobles, 
their masters,^' such a bitter hatred, and to think it was a deed 
of Justice and mercy to drive them from the land. A noble 
abbess writes to a noble baron, " We cry to yon for aid with a 
sorrowful heart in the deepest dool, for the evils we have suf- 
fered at the hands of these wicked men, who rob and plunder 
08 as they list, and threaten our lives if we offer any resistance 
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or objection to them.^ And another nobte baron draws a 

picture still more terrible in details, ** of the frightftil deyastar 
tions of these brutal wretches." Alas, how long had they 
cried in vain to bishope, and barons, who had never treated 
them as possessing human feeling, and compelled them to a 
life of slavery, for centuries, during which they had been 
beaten and murdered for the slightest offences ? 

It was in the neighborhood of Mayence, that' this rebellion 
originated ; but it* extended far and iride before it was finally 
quelled by the archbishop of the diocese, and his generals, and 
half a centary elapsed before the country reooTered from the 
blight which destruction so terrible and wasting had cast orer it 

It was upon the northern part of the Khine valley, and not 
upon its immediate banks, that Luther was born j but there is 
some fact or legend concerning him in every city and village, 
in every castle and cottage in Prussia, from north to south, 
from east to west. In the Protestant districts he is regarded 
witli an almost superstitious reverence, and in the Catholic, as 
a fiend ; and many stories, if true, would prove that he did not 
on earth attain unto perfection ; which indeed he never pro- 
fessed to do. The house in which he was born, and in which 
he is also said to have died, is now converted into a free school 
for poor children, and there are exhibited his study cap and 
coat, some books and other articles, which there can be no 
doubt belonged to him. In his biographies he is called the son 
of a wool-oomber ; but here he is said to be the son of a miner, 
and'as the town Isleben, not far from Dusseldorf, is in a mining 
country, we presume his father found employment iu the mines, 
as most of the people do at the present day. 

The homage which is paid to Guttenburg is universal, and 
every tongue delights to do him honor ; bnt as his birth was near 
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a oeatary before, there is nothing so tangible coDcemin^ him aa 
oottoeming the reformers, and as in his lifetime he was scarcely 

known out of Mayencc, there is little definite knowledge to be 
gained of his habits. The honse where be was born still 
exists, and also where the first printing office was established. 
Archimedes really planned a leTer to move the wcnrld ; bnt 
Guttenburg had not the least idea that the little types, which 
he first succeeded in making movable, were to be the real 
instarnments hj which the earth was to be shaken from its 
fonndation. In his time very little was accomplished, so far as 
the highest object of printing was concerned, and books were 
stUl so expensive that few bat princes conid own them, and 
knowledge had scarcely more curcnlatioa for the wonderful in- 
vention. In all collections of books and antiqnities, we see 
specimens of the first attempts at printing, and when machinery 
had done its work, the pen had still much to do to perfect a 
▼olnme. All the title puij^es and Important letters were drawn 
by artists, in colors, a work requiring mach time and immense 
labor, and not for a hundred years were these things done by 
a press, thongh the small letters were nearly as perfect at the 
beginning, as now. 

For the peasantry or serfs to read was considered some- 
thing as inappropriate to their ranl^ as to live in baronial 
halls, and no efforts were made to teach them — they were not 
even allowed to learn, till within the last half century. Yet it 
is not quite true that no improvement is to be observed in their 
condition during a thousand years. From thdr ranks rose 
merchants and mechanics, and when these were formed into 
corporations or guilds, they became so powerful that they could 
enforce a species of justice, and by them the power of feudal- 
ism was often curbed if not broken. 
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We nerer had any remarkable reverence for those who dwelt 
in castles, and the more we know of their Uves, the more we 

wonder that so many should still like to boast an ancestry 
among their Dumbers. Thej were little else than a band of 
highway robbers, as onr old chronicle remarks, and obtained 
their living entirely by oppression and exactions. Upon all the 
roads they kept agents, or emissaries, to demand of travelers 
tribute, which they knew it was nseless to refuse, as death or a 
dnogeon was their only altematiTe. An archbishop of Cologne 
having built a castle, appointed a governor to snrperintend it. 
On being asked how he was to be famished with a revenue to 
support his household, and promote the interests of his lord ; 
the prelate merely observed that his castle stood at the jwnetion 
of four roads! By the plunder of the honest wayfarer, were 
the highest dignitaries of church and state maintained. 

It was a citizen of Mayenoe who first proposed a league 
among the inhabitants of cities and towns for mutual protection* 
against these marauders, which resulted in what was termed 
the Bhenish League," and by depriving them of die revenues 
they 80 unjustly obtained, they were f<Mrced to desert their 
castles ; and the ruins which are scattered over all the hills and 
valleys of the Rhine, owe the picturesque state to which they 
have been reduced, to the energetic measures of the people, in 
depopnlating the strongholds of a 'set of idle vagabonds who 
lived by tyranny and rapine. 
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CniBS OF THB RHIKI — ^TJMSNDS AND SUPBRSHTIONS. 

In the histories of the cities and towns upon the Rhine, we 
find them in coutiuual warfare from the very first ccaturies. 
The tjwaaj of the bishops, who were also the highest officers of 
state, was resisted by the nobles, and the bnrghera and trades- 
people rebelled against both. The three largest towns, Co- 
iogne» Bonn, GoblentJE, were built bj the Eomaus, the last before 
the Christian era, and the other two dnring the first century. 
The Germans, whom they conquered, are described by C«Bsar 
and Tacitus, who speak of them as a " well-formed race, with 
blue eyes, fair hak, and a bold aspect. From their earliest 
youth they were trained to arms, and therefore they were a 
warlike people. Religious feeling, love of freedom and chas- 
tity of manners, were their virtues j drunkenness, debauchery 
and a love of fighting, were their vices." No sooner were they 
conquered by the Romans than the Franks coveted their fertile 
valleys, and lying between these two great nations, they were 
for centuries the scene of their barbarous and desolating wars. 
When Attila with his hordes came down from the north, the 
Roman yoke was entirely thrown off, and the French finally 
became masters of the whole country. 

180 
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Bat as we see everywhere else ia Germany, there was never 
any ntiity between places only a little distance from each other, 
and while Cologne was ever straggling to be free, Bonn was 
content with the mo.st alyoct submission to monarchical power, 
and its citizens were ever ready to aid king or prelate in assaalts 
upon their sister city. Tet from the tune of the Romans until 
the French reTOlntion, Cologne preserred a species of liberty. 
By Otto the Great, in the tenth century, it was made one of the 
free cities of the emphre, and in the thurteenth century joined 
the Hanseatic league and became one of the most utfluentlal of 
the confederacy in wealth and coiimicrce. So early as the 
fourteenth century, the cotton and silk manufactures employed 
eighty thousand looms, and schools of art, painting, scufptnre 
and design, receiyed the highest encouragement. In 1383, it 
was visited by Petrarch, who exclaims, " How glorious is this 
city 1 What a wonder to find such a spot in a barbarous land. 
What' d^nity in the men, what grace and tenderness in the 
women In 14Y1, the first printing-press was established 
within its walls, and the first book printed, and two years later 
reprinted in Loudon. Alas 1 that so much glory and prosperity 
should be blotted out by tyranny and superstition. Only a few 
years later the city saw thrice expelled from its precincts all 
that contributed most to its wealth and grandeur. 

first, 80,000 Jews were banished in one day, through the 
influence of the Christian clergy, and then the great body of 
weavers, in consequence of an insurrection among thera, and 
1,100 looms burnt in the presence and by the order of the 
gOTemment. Such blindness and infatuation seem scarcely 
credible, when it must be evident that with them would disap- 
pear an industry which must be a great source of wealth to all. 
But they scattered about in other towns, and set up their looms 
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in many smaller places, thus difiusing a benefit which had been 
hitherto coDfioed to ODd; and to this day Cologne has not 
recovered from this blight ; bot even this was not enoogb, and in 
1C18, just before the thirty years* war, all Protestants were 
forbidden to remain within its walls, and 1,400 bouses were 
vacated, and all that remained of trade and indostrjr paralyssed 
forever. It is now only intmsting for what it has been, and is 
visited by every tourist to see what remains of the wonderful in 
ancient art^ of which it contains perhaps more than any other 
city in Gtormany. 

In Goblentz, there was the same struggle between the gov- 
ernment and the people, though never the same excesses and 
mififortoae. Before the thirteenth century the power was 
entirely in the hands of the nobles, oonskting of some three 
hundred families, who looked upon the citizens as only instm- 
menta to minister to their aggrandizement. But-. they were at 
length compelled to yield, and admit the tradespeople to share* 
the offices of state. The artisans at that time were divided 
into seven guilds or companies — cutlers, weavers, bakers, shoe- 
makerS) smiths, tanners and vintners. As soon as iiigher posi- 
tion was the reward of their industry, there was a marvelous 
increase in their exertion, and the city dates from this period 
Ler elevation to the rank of one of the most opulent, and con- 
spicuous cities in civilized £nrope. 

The tradiUon is handed down and still believed by the people 
of Maycncc, that it was in their city that the vision of the Hcly 
Cross occurred to the Emperor Coustantine, and the field over 
which he was mardung when it appeared is pomted out. That 
the Roman legions under Oonstantme were encamped here, there 
can be no doubt, and the Christian religion was early i)reachcd 
here by those who had listened to the preaching of the apostles. 
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The first bishop is stated by historians to have beea a pupil 
of St Peter, which is confidently belTeved by many among the 
wise and ignorant. That the highest offices in its gift were 
conferred by the Romish church equally upon the most humble 
as well as noble in birth, if otherwise worthy, has ever been its 
most redeeming Tirtne, and the people of Mayence ascribe' the 
greatest blessings conferred upon their city in government and 
laws to one who was the soq of a wheelwright. His name was 
Wiliigis, and his reign in the tenth centnry, the golden era in 
their history. Here, as we have elsewhere stated, Charlemagne 
was born, and his palace of Ingdhdm stood jnst without its 
walls. 

There is scarcely a foot of ground in the whole of Germany 
that is not consecrated by some interesting erent, aathenttcatM 

by history, and around each deed of valor superstition has 
wound a thousand threads, till the tales of genii and giants, of 
sage and seer^ of knight and lady-love, peasant and priest, cover 
the land like a net-work. Among the people, the belief in signs 
and wonders, ghosts and hobgoblins, is universal, and every act 
of their lives is iufluenced by some light or shadow which has 
fallen npon their path, and which they believe to have been 
east by some sapematnral behig. Especially is every castle 
hung with legendary lore, and to each turret and balcony is 
attached the mystic drapery of a tale of love, or the doing of 
a bold knight in armor. We cannot dwell long with these, 
though they are not the least correct illostrations of the charac- 
ter of the people. 

Ingdkam signifies the aaigd^s home, and it is said to have 
derived its name from the pecnKar guardian care of the spirits 
of the other world over the king wlio inhabited it. lie awoke 
three times from a dream iu which he had been commaudcd to 
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go fortli and eteftl, ** Arise, sriw P mid tbe voioe, '* equip and 
arm, and go forth and steal. It is the will of the Lord that 
thou steal this night some of thy neighbor's goods. Tarry not 
to obey this command, or life and throne may not long abide 
with thee. Thus says the Omnipotent." When he had thus 
spoken, the angel moved his pinions, and was soon lost in a rose- 
colored mass of light 

The story in all its amplifications wonld fill twenty pages, 
but a much shorter version will answer our purpose. Not dar- 
ing to disobey an angel's words, the king arose and went 
forth, mattering continually by the way, ** What can it mean, 
the whole earth is mine, and yet I am commanded to steal 7 
Would that I had never been born j but I must obey the will 
of the Lord. Most seyere ba?e I been in punishing thieves, 
yet here I am on a thiefs errand 1 — €k>d help me." 

He sought the forest which skirted the domains of the palace, 
and permitted his steed to go where he would — considering it 
an uidication of Providence when he turned to a path different 
from tbe one he should have chosen. When he had gone 
a little way, ho was acco.sted by a man clad from head to foot 
in steel, black as jet. Plumes of the same sable hue nodded 
from his helmet, and the steed he proudly rode was also black. 
The two rode side by side without speaking. The king often 
attempting to rid himself of his unwelcome companion, by spur- 
ring on^ but soon found it was useless ; the horse he rode was 
not less swift of foot than his own, and be at length cried halt, 
and challenged the knight to single combat. A fierce contest 
ensued, in which the king was victorious, but admiring the 
courage and prowess of his antagonist^ immediately offered 
bun pardon and friendship, at the same time asking his name, 
and the occasion of his being out at such au hour in the forest. 



Digitized by 



LBOENDB AND SUFEBSimONB. 191 

^'I am Elbegast/' answered the maD, and this was all that 

was needed to make kuowu his life and present purpose. He 
was a noted outlaw, and the terror of all the coootrj round. 
Many a reward had the kmg offered for him, and many an 
effort made to get possession of him and his band. Now here 
he was, but without any idea into whose hands lie had falleu. 
This the king concealed, and expressed great joy that he had 
found so goodly company, and bonnd on the same errand as 
himself. 

** Where shall we go ?" was the next question, and Charle- 
magne, to try the Ic^alty of his new-fonnd friend, proposed that 
they rob the Emperor's treasury. But what was his surprise 
and joy, to hear the robber swear that nothing would induce 
him to lay hands upon aught that belonged to the king. 
"But," said he, "I wHl right willingly repair to the strong 
castle of his kinsman, Eggerich Yon Eggermond, who married 
the Emperor's sister, and obtained much gold by his favor. 
He is not fit to live. It would be no sin to take all he has, 
and life Itself. It is a shame and disgrace that he should be 
suffered to thrive and prosper, whOe better men are oppressed. 
iJoes he not persecute the poor, and plunder the wretched ? 
Has he not betrayed many an innocent man to undeserved 
death ? Let us thither. The little that we can take from the 
riches lie has heaped up by the bounty of his sovereign will not 
be missed. Let as thither.'^ 

And so they bestrode their steeds and rode forward to the 
castle of Eggerich von Eggermond. 

The king soon evinced that he was not very expert at pick- 
ing locks and making holes in walls, which led his companion 
to suspect his fidelity, but repeated assertions of his honor 
silenced sospidon, and they at length found themselves within 
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the castle. But Elbegast, who was foremost, was alarmed by 
the voice of a cock, just as he was about to enter the sleeping 
apartment of the knight, which said tiiat tiie king was near. 
Bat this infonnatioD woold not have been nnderotood, had he not 
previously eaten of an herb, the virtue of which was to enable 
those who ate it to understand the language of all animals. 
When he Estened he learned that the cock was talking to the dog, 
and prompting him to his duty. Quickly he returned and told the 
story, but the king laughed, and ridiculed his fears, saying he 
bad heard no footsteps, and seen no Indications of princely ar> 
rlTals, and hade bim return or they should be too late for booty. 
Again lie went, but again returned with the same story, and 
said, " If yon believe me not, taste yourself the herb, and lis- 
ten." He did so^ and sure enongh, the cock proved himself 
wiser than his companion. But still he was not to be deterred 
from his object. He liud come at the command of the Lord to 
steal, and steal he would. Go back," said he to the robber, 
" and bring gold, and then we will depart Again he stood 
beside the couch of the sleeping knight, and stealthily opened 
the strong box, from which he loaded himself with treasure, 
and then came to lay it at the feet of his friend. 
"Well done," said the king, "and now we will go.'' 
" No," answered the robber, " I will have one thing more — 
there is within the most beautiful caparison for a steed the 
world has erer seen — a saddle and housings of bright gold — 
that I will take, and bemdes, it is hung all over with little 
silver bells, that make sweet music I Yes, I must have that." 
And again he entered, but the first touch of the saddle put the 
bells in motion, and awoke the owner. He arose, crying " My 
sword 1 my sword ! Who handles yon harness f" 

Elbegast quickly concealed himself in a manger ; but tho 
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manger of a castle, like that of the cottage, was not so far 
ofi^ bat he eonld hear what was said by the aroused sleepers. 

*' It is naught/' said the wife, " bat a dream, or the night- 
mare's fearful vision, but yet it is now three nights that you 
have awakened in the same way ; sarelj there most be some- 
thing troaUing thy mind — some dark seeret doads thy spirit. 
Tell me, I pray thee, what it may be?" With yarioas allare- 
ments, she at length succeeded in obtaining from him, that 
with twelve others he had conspired against the life of the 
king, and how the next morning they were to proceed to the 
castle and falfill their purpose of taking possession and mur- 
dering those within. 

Bat the wife did not listen to the plan of destroying her 
brother with approval, and exclaimed, " My brother I — ^you 
will iiuirder my brother I — ^your king and benefactor ! Nay, 
I would rather see you hanging from a gibbet I lie most know 
if I have to tell him myself.'' Bat a bratal blow upon the 
face, silenced her for a time, and Elb^ast crawled to the bed- 
side and received upon bis glove the stream of blood which 
flowed from the moath. 

" This,'' said he, " shall be my witness," 'and he hastened to 
tell all to bis companion, adding, "here is the treasnre, fly 
with it to the farthest recesses of tiie forest, while 1 return to 
smite dead the monster who plots the life of the king." 

" Nay," said Oharlemagne, " what is the king to as — are 
we not outlaws — why should we peril ourselves for his sake ? 
If he is to die, let him die ; for us, let us tlee." But whilst 
saying this, he thonght, " God be thanked, I now see why it 
was that the angel was so imperative with me. Honor and 
glury and praise unto him that liveth forever. But the robber 
would not listen to a proposal that left the kiug iu danger, and 
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again attempted to enter the castle. Bat the emperor said, 
" Stay, It is far better that yoa go in the morning yourself and 

tell what yoa have heard, and richly you will be rewarded.*' 

" No ; I cau hope for no favor of the king, whatever service 
I may do him now. No, I cannot do this ; yet^ in some way, 
he must be saved." His companion then offered to go himself, 
saying, ** Well, comrade, be it so ; I will Ijc the messenger to 
the king. Flee you to the forest witli our booty, and I will 
speed me to the palace ; soon we will meet again." So they 
parted, and Charlemagne was soon secure within the secret 
chamber of his palace, and Elbegast wended his way sorrow- 
fully to his brethren in the forest. 

The next morning, the household and guard were early 
summoned to be at their posts to await the conspirators, who 
appeared, as the knight had related they intended, and rode 
fearlessly into the court-yard armed to the teeth. But they 
soon found themselves surrounded and in custody, and Eg- 
gerich von Eggcrraond was arraiii^ncd for treason. 

" It is false,'' said he ; ** who dares say this of me : it is 
false — I challenge my accuser." 

« 

' So may it be," replied the emperor; " it shall be settled by 

single combat, to-morruw at sunrise. IVepare to prove yourself 
innocent, or to be found guilty. God speed the right." 

A messenger was dispatched to Elbegast to summon hun to 
the combat, and agam the emperor assumed his disguise to be 
the bearer of his own dispatclies. With joy the robber learned 
he was to be thus honored; fur a duel was, at all times, in those 
days, an affair of distinction, and permitted only to those of 
noble birth — exclusively the privilege of gentlemen. But when 
he arrived at the palace, and heard that his opponent was 
Eggerieh von Eggermond, there were no bounds to his exultation 
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A. duel was also then a very grand affair, to which a great 
coacoarse of spectators were summoaed, .and heralds and tram- 
pets annonnced tbe hour of combat ; and God, who knew with 
certainty the guilty and the innocent, was supposed to preside. 
WhoeYer fell, was believed to be guilty, and the victor heno 
forth crowned with honors. In a legend, of coarse, tbe traitor 
was killed, and shonts of applause filled tbe air, and ** Loog 
live the emperor and Elbegast " rung upon a hundred voices. 

When the scene was ended, the king again assumed his 
disgaise and appeared to bis friend, who immediately recog- 
nized him as his companion in robbery, and trembled for his 
fate. But he was not long in learning that honor and riches 
were to be his reward, instead of disgrace. The castle and 
broad domains of the traitor knight were conferred upon hun, 
and the widow was given him for a wife. The remainder of 
his life he was the attached and confidential friend of the king, 
and the palace was called Ingelheim, the ''Angels' home," in 
memory of the celestial Tisit which saTcd it and the king from 
destmction. 

There is some similar legend connected with every palace in 
which he dwelt, every church and chapel winch he built, and 
often there is an appearance of some foundation in truth. 

Opposite his castle lay the towns of Rudeshcim and Winkle, 
and it is related that, looking one morning from his window 
upon their sloping hills and smiling valleys as the son shone 
* upon them with peculiar splendor, he thought how beauliful 
a site for vineyards, and resolved to have tlicm planted. 
Whatever a king wishes, can be done, and forthwith he 
obtained from Orleans the cattings for his new vineyards, and 
in his lifetime saw the 'hills covered with the most Inxnriant 
vines. Of the truth of this we have no doubt : but it is also 
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related that his affectioa for this and neighboring yineyaids, in 
the yidnity of which he had immense cellars for the deposit of 

his sparkling treasures, lives still, and that his spirit still comes 
to revel among the scenes he loved so well, and to bless the 
soil, that its fertility fail not. 

A poet has rendered this legend into Terse ; and the cre- 
dulity which it embodies is to be found among all the peasants 
who train the Tines which the mighty conqueror planted with 
his own hands. 

fHI SILTIR BBIDOB. 

"On the Bhine — the green Bhlne — in the soft summer night. 
The TineTtrds fi0 sleeping in the soft moon V light ; 
Bat| lot there's a shadow on green hill and glade, 
Idke the form of a lung in his grandeur arrayed. 

Yes, yes, His the monarch, that erst ruled this land. 

It is old Charlemagne, with his sword in his hand, 

And his crown on his head, and liis sceptre of gold, ^ 

And the purple imperial in many a rich fold. 

** Long ages haTe fled since he lired in this life, 
Whole nattons have perished by time or by strife, 
CBnoe he swayed with a power never known from his birtb. 
What brings his great spirit to wander on earth f 

«*He has come from his tomb that's in Aix-la-Chapelle ; 
He hath corac to the stream which he once lovo4 so well* 
Not to harm or to blight with his presence the scene * 
But to bless the blithe vineyards by Luna's soft-eheen. 

"The moonbeams they make a brave bridge o'er the Rhine 
From Winkle to Ingelhoim, brightly they shine ; 
Behold by this bridge the old monarch goes over. 
And blesses the flood with the warmth of a lover. 
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" He blesses each viucyard, on plain and on hill, 
Each village, each cotta^iro, his blcssinpj doth fill ; 
He blesses each spot, on the shore, on the river, 
Which he loved in his life, which forget ho can never. 

" And then from the home that he still loves so well, 
He returns to his tomb that's in Aix-la*ChapeUey 
There to slumber in peace till the old year is over, 
And the Tineyards once more woo him baek like a loyer.** 



CHAPTER XIII. 

VINITABDS— CULTURK OF WIKB, FLAX AND SILK. 

Vineyards have been the thomc of poets in all ages and all 
climes — the " vine-clad hills and vine-covered valleys " have 
been described in all their beauty, and wreathed with ereiy 
charm imagination conld invent, and those who train the ten- 
drils and press the purple clusters, are pictured in scarcely less 
glowing colors. There must be some ground for a faucj so 
universal, yet there could be told many truths that would cast 
a little shadow orer the brightness. 

We were a long time in learning in what the beauty or the 
poetry of vineyards could consist. Whenever we went into 
the country in the spring, our eyes wandered in every direcUon 
for the vineyards, but when they were pointed ont to os we 
could see nothing which could gain for them their reputation. 
There were long rows of stakes about three feet apart, and 
springing fcom the earth near them, a dry stock, with a few 
green leaves attached. For aught that we could see, they 
might be iields of beans, and wc had really supposed they 
were. It was a sad blow to our enthusiasm, yet we* did not sit 
down content with this conclusion, for it could not be that all 
the world had been so mistaken. Yet nearly all summer wc 
looked and pondered in vain, there was no special beauty that 
we could discern. As the foliage increased, it was closely 
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trimmed, and the new shoots and tendrils were carefully pruned, 
and allowed to climb no higher than three or four feet. But 
we had not yet beeit among the hills, and walked through the 
▼alleys. It is only by looking up or down, through the rows, 
that they look so picturesque, and not till the associations of 
the vintage are connected with them that they become traly 
poetical. 

What patient, persevering labor is required during all the 
process of cultivation, from the first day of spring to the last 
of autumn. The snow is scarcely off the ground when the 
women may be seen toiling op the steeps with baskets of 
manure upon their heads, and little hand-spades, with which to 
dig about the roots and between the rows, to hll and spread 
the manure. 

Often upon rocky eminences a soil is entirely made in this 

way, and every particle of nourishment that is needed for the 
plants carried by women npou their heads. Often a long row 
may be seen ascending a narrow pathway, with their burdens, 
slowly and wearily, and then descending to replenish their bas- 
kets. Neither horse nor plongli is employed in vine culture, 
but all is accomplished by the patient labor of the hand. How 
early and how late must be their industry, to be in season with 
every department. 

In the fall, in many places, the stalks are bound to the 
stakes, and wound with straw to preserve them from the cold. 
In the spring these must be taken olf, and the stakes examined 
and renewed if broken or decayed — the vines again fastened, 
the soil dug and raked, as well as manured, and then kept free 
from weeds, which is mostly done by pullmg them and carrying 
them away, instead of hoeing and leaving them to decay, or 
perhaps take root again. 
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Tlicrc arc no fences to guard the vineyards or tlic fields ; and 
this we have often seen noticed by travelers, who concluded 
from it that the people were wondrous honest, and nnmly boys 
with light-fingered propensities, not known in this old worid. 
It is like many other conclusious of those who only pass by, 
and know nothing bnt what a passing glance reveals. As soon 
as the fields produce anything that wonld tempt the thief, or 
that it would be an injury to the owners to lose, a watch is 
set, and one may see everywhere among the hills and valleys, 
night and day, these watchers, who are employed and paid by 
goyemment. When the harvests are ripening, a man may not 
even enter his own field without permission, as at a distance 
the watcher would uot be able to distinguish individuals, and 
could not be continually called from his post to ascertain. 
When any particular harvest is ripe, the police fix the day for 
commencing the labor of reaping, mowing, or gathering. 
Whilst the laborers are there the watch is not necessary, and 
if any one neglects to obey, his field is left unprotected, or he 
must have it done at his own expense. 

The expense of fences, where the proprietaries are so small, 
would be enormons, and indeed quite impossible, and in the 
early part of the season it is not necessary to provide against 
the intrusion of cattle, because they are all safe iu their stalls. 
Boys arc the same all the world over, and thieves also, we pre- 
sume, and the delicious fruits of Germany would be no more 
safe here than in other countries, without some sure defence; 
We were once walking under a plum tree, and thoughtlessly 
plucked one which hung so low that it touched our lips as we 
. passed. Our companion at the time was a young peasant girl, 
and she was frightened beyond measnre, looked eagerly around 
for the police, who, however, did uot happen to see this instance 
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of unlawfal plunder. Iq some royal gardens the plucking of a 
spear of grasSi or the tiniest flower, is punished with a heavy 
fine, snfficient to deter any ordinary person from committing 
theft. And no one can complain of such laws, where all royal 
gardens are publiCi and royal parka open to whoever pleases 
to walk in them and conduct himself properly. Nothing can 
be more firee than amusement in (Germany. Forests, fields, 
and gardens are open to all, and no other country presents, on 
festal days, so orderly and well-behaved companies. 

The culdvation of the vine is as old as the world, and its 
juicy products form a conspicuous feature in all histories and 
romances that treat of the courts and revels of princes. In 
feudal times it was the one great luxury, and the cellars of 
these lordly castles were grand receptacles for the fruits of the 
Vineyard. We have seen in one or two a tun which would 
hold 800 ordinary hogsheads, or 283,200 bo|tles, and in many, 
those which would hold half this quantity. 

Many districts in Gkrmany are vast vineyards, yet it is not 
upon every hill and valley that the vino will grow. It must be 
a sunny slope or a sheltered valley, and these most be in a 
uniform and genial clime. In the different provinces of Ger- 
many, where the vine is most fruitfhl, there are made annually 
from six to eight millions of quintals * and in the diflferent pro- 
vinces of Prussia from fifty to sixty thousand acres covered 
with vineyards. From these are produced between one and 
two millions of quintals of wine, yet Prussia consumes more 
than a liundred thousand quintals of foreign wines I 

Bavaria is the most fruitful ia vines, and with her whole ter- 
ritory of nearly 30,000,000 of acres, 120,700 are covered with 

* Each quintal 100 poimdf. 
9* 
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vineyards, aud from these arc realized 3,000,000 of quiatals, 
and yet this is not enough for the people. They import from 
France annnally 20,000 quintals, and the sis largest wine-pro- 
ducing provinces buy annually of France from two to three 
millions of doUars worth of wines. 

At a congress held at Mayence, by the representatires of 
fruit-growers, some years since, there were fonnd to be eighty- 
seven kinds of vines, or those bearing different names, and an 
effort was made to classify and simplify them, as often there was 
no difference in the vines, bat they bore the names of the differ^ 
ent cantons or districts where they grew. From all the hills 
and valleys of Germany, there were represented fifteen hnodred 
kinds of fmit. These meetings are something like the agricnl- 
toral faun of America, bat attended more by scientific men, 
who only know the theories, aud have little or no practical 
knowledge of what they discuss. Yet they are very useful, 
and have in the coarse of half a century accomplished much 
good. As we have said before, there is nothing like German 
and Flemish agriculture. It was the result of a congress, and 
the facts ascertamed and reported by a committee, concerning 
the most profitable agricoltnies, that Belgium came to devote 
one thirty-sixth of her territory to flax, and realizes year after 
year, seven millions of dollars from the flax she produces in 
cloth alone. There are in this little kingdom two hundred and 
eighty thousand three hundred and nuietywnz spinners, who 
produce annnally two and a half millions of pounds of thread, 
and gain no more than twenty cents a day, — not so mnch 
since the introduction of machinery, and especially the great 
efforts of England to monopolize the linen manufacture. Yet 
this is said to be the mo>t profitable of all agricultural interests, 
and far move tUau the wine cidture. 
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The political and social economist, whom we have often 
quoted, sajs the people in wiue aud silk muuufacturiug districts 
are always the poorest, least iDtelligent, and most miser- 
able of all. The results are more uncertaiii, and depend on 
other things tlian care and industry. The wliolc process ol' 
making wine and silk is more manufacturing than agricultural, 
and a had jfear, which they cannot foresee, and for which 
they can make no provision, deprives them of all their earn- 
ings. 

In silk eoltnre, the tendmg of the mulberry trees, and 
gathering the leaves, is all that is argicaltnral, and this occu- 
pies but little time. They must earn enough in a few weeks 
of labor to support them a year, and the price they are paid 
for this labor must vary with the pro&ts of the manufacturer, 
which depend on all the fluctuating causes in the commercial 
world. It is difficult to obtain land for other branches of hus- 
bandry in silk-growing districts, and it comes not within the 
means of thtf poor. The buildmgs, and all the preparations 
for the breeding and care of the worms and storing the 
cocoons, are on a large scale, like those of the manufacture of 
cotton and woolen ; and the face of the country, the dwellings 
and the inhabitants, have none of the comfortable appearance 
of those where cereals and forage employ the people. 

It is very much the same with the vineyards. There are 
seasons of fiailure, and those who depend entirely upon the cul- 
ture, and the wages they obtain for pressing, transporting, 
supplying casks, etc., are, in a had year^ without employment, 
and in a wine-growing district have no other resource. In a 
good ffear there is a great demand for labor, and unusual pros- 
perity, but the next may reduce them to starvation. A little 
patch of grouud devoted to corn, potatoes, and vegetables will 
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be sure to produce something on which a family may depend ; 
bat yineyardB most be owned by large proprietoro, who can 
afford to lose now and then a year's harrest, and the kibiHrers 
have only the dependence of wages for their toil, and when 
these fail, have nothing. 

Perhaps this may console those who are lamenting that 
America is not a wine^owing conntry. For wine and silk we 
must pay dear, but this is better than to see half the country 
covered with mulberry-trees and vines, and a great mnltitude 
starving in their midst Yet very beantiM are these hills 
and valleys over which the vine goes creeping, creeping ; and 
not bnly vineyards, but orchards and meadows, rich with the 
waving harvests, greet the eye on many a slope and in many 
a vale, where for centuries the patient toil of indostrions thon- 
sands has contributed to their treasures. As vines arc mostly 
planted on sunny hillsides, there is, of course, a variety and 
pictnresqne beanty all its own in the region where they grow, 
and the borders of the Rhine are the most celebrated for what 
both nature and art have bestowed upon them. 

The Rhine Gau is called the " Paradise of Germany" and is 
formed by a freak of the river, which, as it arrives nnd^ the 
walls of Maycnce, turns suddenly to the left, and ftom a 
northerly takes a westerly course, as far as the little town of 
Bingen, where it is impeded by a range of the Tanrns mono- 
tains,- and slowly winds round agam to the north, forming 
between Mayence and Ooblentz a perfect semicircle, when it 
again flows straight on to the north. Within this little in- 
closure, sheltered by the mountains from the cold winds, are 
fields and vineyards, and gardens, teeming with a richness and 
beauty more like those under Italian skies, and stretching away 
in the most luxuriant verdure, as far as the eye can reach, dot- 
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ted with Tillages, farmhoaseSy and humbler cots, while along 
the riTer range the remnaAts of old feudal walls, churches, 
castles, convents and abbeys, teeming with the legendary lore 
of eighteen centuries. 

Among them all, the most celebrated is the castle of Jo- 
hannisberg, which is dtnated on an eminence nearly in the 
centre of this garden of beauty, and bears the name of the 
" Throue of Bacchus/' and the Rhine Gaa is sometimes called 
the Paradise of the same jolly god. 

The palace has seen all the yarions fortones of the wars and 
devastations, flood and fire of the last eight centuries, some- 
times occupied as a convent, ami sometimes as a stronghold for 
a besi^ed army, till, in 1816, it became the possession of 
Prince Metternich, being given him by the alHeSf as a reward 
• for his diplomatic services during the campaigns of Napoleon. 
The vineyards which surround it cover sixty-three acres, and 
directly nnder the balcony of the castle, are. the two or three 
acres which produce the best wine, which sells for two dollars 
a bottle on the spot. It is said not to commence fermentation 
nntil the end of a year, while other wines ferment at the end 
of three and six months. The grapes of these few vines are so 
precious that those that fall are carefully picked up with a fork, 
and the vintage is some two weeks later than in other districts. 

To mention all, or the most famous vineyards that radiate 
from this, would be to extend our list beyond the capacity of 
our pages, and to depart too widely from our purpose. Within 
the limits of the Khine Gau, and withont, far away in every di- 
rection, castled-crowned hills, valleys and vineyards extend in 
endless succession. Near by is the Strahlenberg, and at its feet 
the little village of llattenheim, still surrounded by forests and 
impr^nable fastnesses, for there dwelt the lords of Scharfestciu, 
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who for centuries were the terror of the haughty bishops of 
Alaycucc. But it is loug dow siucc the revelry of killi ur kin 
of theirs has been heard withia the walls. The wine <^ its 
vineyards is not so famous as those of Steinberg, which be-* 
longed to the monastry of Eberbach, which also stood upon 
the siLirt of the forest Bat the good fathers who dwelt there 
did not spread abroad the fame of their vineyards, and not till 
they became the possession of the Duke of Nassau, did they 
come into rivalsbip with those of Johaimisberg, " for," said 
the holy men, "it most not be permitted to touch lips pro- 
fane V* That humanity and civilization have made some pro- 
gress since their day, is evident from the use to which their fat 
livings have come. The abbey has been converted into a hos- 
pital for idiots, and the broad acres which supported volup- 
tuous kUers, have a holier mission in amelioratii^ the condi- 
tion of the unfortunate. 

From Eberbach we pass through a valley rich with every- 
thmg that nature strews with munificent hand— the hills have 
an emerald crown, such as can only be woven of the leaves of tlic 
" grand old oak the fields are variegated with the peculiar 
culture of German husbandry, the meadows are green with the 
wavmg grass, and the forests are carpeted with a bright, flow- 
ering moss. Then come the mountain of Rauenthal, from 
whose summit we may look abroad upon a landscape which has 
few rivals in any clime — ^the Bhine Chto, with the vines binding 
it like a silver ribbon ; Mayence, with its lofty towers, far to 
the left; Darmstadt and Frankfort, and, faintly in the distance, 
the castle-crowned peaks of the Odenwald ; and still on, the 
phuns of the palatinate and Bhenish Bavaria. It is like a 
picture, from which one is afraid to turn his eye, lest it vanish 
as in a dream. 
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When we descend, from village to village, we are still ia 
▼ineyards, some of which we have already mentioaed. The 
cellars of Winkle were grand wine deposits of the Romans, 
and received the name o\ Vi/wi cclla, and the streets still bear 
Komau names. Though a stranger, yon will everywhere be 
greeted by the peasantry as yoa pass, who, if near, will say, 
" Good morning ^' or ''good erening," and if off, will doff 
their hats, and if you wear one, expect you to doff yours in 
return. As they work, and sing, and laugh, they will seem to 
yon a happy people, and in the midst of snch abnndance it will 
be difficult to conceive that want or misery can have among 
them a home. 

It was here that we accidentally met a young peasant girl, 
who afterwards became our companion in many weeks of travel. 

We entered a house to ask for a glass of water, which was 
handed us by her ; and finding we did not speak her lauguage, 
she spoke ours, which led to her saymg she had been two years 
in America at school. It would be so strange a thing for a 
peasant girl to educate herself in Germany, that she could not 
endure the reproaches it would bring upon her, aud so went 
two or three thousand miles at so much ezpenae, to obtain 
that for which American children are sent to Oermany. It was 
an adventure to awaken our interest, and proved at least that 
there was mind and energy in a class of people who have the 
credit of being without ambition or oapacttj. 

According to our cintom, we asked the privilege of looking 
about the preniiscs ; and as we crossed the threshold, she 
exclaimed : " Oh dear, how is it possible an American lady can 
endure these horrid German ways." We were quite astonished 
at hearing a remark from one who iiad been bora and bred 
among these same ways, such as we should never have dared to 
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make ourselves. Her words referred to things to which we 
have made aila8ion,pro7iDg,howeTerfiQe the public baiidtngs 
.and galleries of art, there will be foand in the homes no 
arrangements for comfort, and a barrenness which is heartsick- 
ealDg to ouo who has for a little time eojoyed the loxory of the 
most humble American fireside. We suppose there has been, 
indeed, very little change in the mode of life among the people 
since Charlemagne and his lordly retainers reveled in yon 
castle, and demanded for their wars and their feasts all that 
the land could produce. 

At Bingen we arc reminded of the song which the Hutchiur 
sons sing, and which has drawn tears from our eyes : " Bingea 
on the Bhine.^' Well may we credit any story of love -and 
romance that the poet may locate in so picturesque a spot 

On the summit of a hill in Ilochhcim arc eight acres of 
vineyard, or 4,100 feet, where each foot of the land is valued 
at a ducat ! The whole is exposed all day to the sun, and well 
guarded fh>m the wind, while a little brook runs near to water 
it when the rains of heaven fail, and when they are too 
abundant, wooden aqueducts carry off the surplus, and thus 
leave it always in the right condition for the utmost fruitful- 
ness. 

It was the Rhine Gau that was the scene of the ravages and 
devastations of the Servile war." The castles and vineyards 
were owned by proud oppressors, and there came a limit to the 

endurance of the oppressed. They had nothing to lose, and 
little hope of gain ; but revenge burned in their hearts, and 
they thought only to punish their tyrants. Historians speak of 
t^em as exhibiting in this way their zeal for the new religion, and 

the leaders of the Itcfonnation are blamed for the excesses of a 
lawless mob. But, as in the horrors of the French revolution, 
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historiao8 ascribe effects to wrong caases. The murders and 
. atrocities of revolationists are crowded into a small space, bnt 

the blood spilt daring the rciga of terror would not equal that 
which was shed daring the long and not less terriUe reign of 
a succession of Bourbon princes ; and the victims who wasted 
in dungeons at the command of uncrowned tyrants would not 
number so many as kings and their heartless favorites had 
doomed to torture and starvation to gratify caprice and a lore 
of revenge. # 

*' Who may not succeed by appealing to tlic passions of an 
ignorant, vulgar rabble/' asks a grave chrouicier ; bat he does 
not stop to asic, how came thej to bet an " ignorant, ynlgar 
rabble,'' and how came they to thinlc it would be doing good 
service, to rid the earth of those who ruled over them ? It is 
more wonder that they endured so long. We have no lamen- 
tations to make over Bourbon princes, or the dethronement of 
these haughty bi8ho[)s, and probd barons whose empire was in 
the beautiful valley of the Rhine. The peasants of the servile 
war gained nothing, and not till two centuries later were kmgs 
so fax humbled and made to tremble, that they would listen to 
the prayers of the people. Republican armies seemed a terri- 
ble curse while they were marching through the laud, but they 
sowed the seeds of civilizatron and human rights, which have 
sprung up wherever they trod ; though so oft must they be 
crushed by the feet of princes, that they are slow in bearing 
froit. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE PALATINATE— VINTAGE — ^ST. WERNER — THE JBW»— NO- 

BEIIBERG — WINK DiftNKING — GKAPE-CURE. 

Below the Kliine Gau lies the Pf<dzgraj\ or Palatinate, 
which is only a little le§s famous for its vineyards, and scarcely 
less beautiful in its general features. It Is also famous for one 

thing more — its sausages I and the villages scattered among 
the Haa;rt MauiUains, hold every year, on the first of Septem- 
ber, a sausage fair. The varieties of this favorite German dish 
we have never been able to number. At Bremen, on the 
Wescr, you have iu the winter, as the greatest delicacy, Braun- 
kohl and jPinJcel, which, trauslated, is cabbage and sausage ; 
though each is of a peculiar kind, and qnite indescribable, yet 
we confess, not the less excellent. The brown kohl is, before it is 
cooked, a curly-leafed, dark green and purple species of 
cabbage, in small heads, and the sausage is very large and 
looks like some kind of seeds mixed with fat; but it. Is the 
grits, or grots, of rye or oatmeal componded in a peculiar 
way with meat. They are fried for eating, and the cabbage 
is boiled till it is all soft and makes a kind of mash. All the 
way from the northernmost to the southernmost limit, we shall 
find this staple conmiodity and tahlc-standhy in every variety 
of form and color, and all the kinds and degrees of excellence 

into which it can be moulded, 
no 
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Gathered together at this sausage Mt, are the peasantry 
flrom all the cantons of the Palatinate, arrayed in all the glory 
of their holiday costumes, and holiday spirits ; and the taste 
they display upon themselves aud their wares makes both 
quite Irresistible. At night, beneath the canopy which shelters 
this nnpoetical market place, is held a grand ball, and rustic 
feet keep time to rustic masic till 

" Daylight ushers iu the morn." 
« 

From Mayeuce to Worms, it is one continuous garden, and iu 
this famons city is the most famous wine of all. The Tineyard 
aroond the LUhfraaeMrehef prodnces a nectar which is labeled, 
when it is sent forth, and known everywhere as the LUhJ'rauciu 
milch — milk of the Iloly Virr^in. 

In Ehenish Prussia, we find Bacharack the most renowned 
for its vineyards, and so long ago as in the twelfth centnry, the 
then flourishing city of Nuremberg, paid the price of its free- 
dom with four tuns of this wine, to the emperor, and Pope 
Pins n. obtained every year several tons to be dmnk on grand 
occasions. Bnt its cellars were also the deposit of great qaan- 
tities from the Rhine Gau^ with which it must share its honors. 
Both have been celebrated in rhyme : 

" At nochheim on the Main, 
▲t WunsbuTg on the Stein, 
At Baoharach on the Rhine, 
There grows the best wine.** 

Here are the rains of the grand old castle of Stahbeck, once 

occupied by the Princes Palatine, and hefe we see everywhere 
the image of St. Werner, the legend of which has been handed 
down for centnries, and is related as follows : In 1287, the 
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father of the suiuted boy lived in Bacharach, and was a verj 
godly maDy whose devout life offended aa old woman who was 
his neighbor, and who was probably more offended that he did 
not allow his family to associate with her. lu revenge she stole 
his little son, and sold him to some Jews, who she knew would 
be glad of any yicUm opon whom to requite the tortures they 
were evei^where reoeiving from Christian people. 

In the vaults of a large house near by the river, they held 
their anuual feast, at midnight, to be in less danger of dis- 
coTery. The little boy was placed in their midst, and to the 
inquiry, what shall be done with him ? many voioes cry out : 

" Crucify him ! crucify him I" 

" So let it be," said the old man, who stood among them as 
high priest and judge. 

Immediately a black curtain rose, and exposed a cross with 
many implements of torture. It fell again a few moments, and 
when it was raised the next time, the little boy was nailed to 
the cross, with his month gagged to stifle his screams, while 
slowly one by one every vein in his little body was opened, and 
every ingenious torture inflicted that could increase his anguish. 
When death put an end to his suffering, the body was secured 
in a sack filled with stones, and thrown into the middle of the 
Rhine. But instead of sinking, it floated upon the surface, and 
the next morning a fisherman saw a little white hand stretched 
out as if imploring aid. He immediately communicated the 
intelligence, and soon the river was covered with boats pursu- 
ing the object, which could not be distinctly recognized, and 
which, to their surprise, they saw floating up the stream. They 
followed it till it stopped near where the old woman liyed, 
approached the bank, and by a sudden rising of the river, 
was thrown at her feet, as she came with the crowd to learn 



Digitized by Google 



THB JEWS— -KTJBSHBBBG, 213 

the cause of the ezdtement The hand pointed to her, and 
need it be said that all believed it to be the finger of pro?i- 

dencc pointing out the guilty. She was arrested, confessed lier 
guilty and was executed. £Yery Jew in the place was also 
apprehended, and as the body of the boy was laid ont in the 
church , erery one was compelled to come and place his hand 
upon it, and tortures applied to make him confess his guilt. 
Wonderful to relate, the veins bled afresh at the touch of the 
murderers, yet only one conld be brought to confession. Bnt 
this did not save those whom God had evidently doomed to 
destruction, and all who participated in the guilty deed were 
hanged, and the rest banished. 

The chOd was canonised, and a chnrch bnilt to commem- 
orate the event ; and St. Werner receives the homage of all 
devout Catholics who pass this way. 

If we conld listen to the l^nds of the Jews, what an array 
of guilt would appear against Christians ; bnt we do not need 
traditions to tell us they have been punished for their monstrous 
crimes towards this outcast people. In how many cities was 
their persecution and banishment the death-blow to all industry 
and commercial prosperity. Yet there are places still where they 
are not allowed to set foot. In some cities, one or two streets 
are permitted them, which of course are crowded to suffocation. 
In this year (1858), Frankfort, for the first time, bestows 
upon them some of the privileges of citizens, and Brenicu lias 
allowed them only witliin a short time to live and breathe with- 
in her walls. 

It was with the ezpulmon of the Jews, that the decay of 

Nuremberg commenced. To gratify the narrow prejudice of 
the trades and guilds with whom they were supposed to inter- 
fere, they were driven forth and forbidden to sleep within the 
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gates. The same stapid pr^adloe repulsed the Protestant 
weayerSy who came as exiles from France and Fhuiders, and 
when Protestantism was in the ascendant, no Romanist conld 
become a citizen and own property under its protection. So 
it has been-redaoed from the most wealthy and influential of the 
ancient free Imperial cities, to the most unin^ortant of proTincial 
towns. Though its freedom was purchased with the wine of 
Bacharach, it was not the less freedom, and Nuremberg has 
been called the cradle of German liberty. Here resided the 
emperors, and sat the imperial diets. In the seventeenth 
century her trade extended over Europe and Asia, and the 
most useful inventions and important manufactures owe 
theur birth to her enterprising citi2eD8» so that it became a 
proTcrb — 

Nuremberg's hand 

Goes through every land." 

But now there is no trace of her former grandeur except in 

ruins of proud castles and fortilications, which tell a sadder 
story of decaying energy and spirit, than of walls and monu- 
ments. She is now the great toy mart of the worhl, which may 
indeed not be so insignificant an honor as at first seems, inas- 
much, as the amusement of children is not the least important 
among human occupations. But it might well be shared with 
others among a great people. 

In one place, where the Rhine flows through a wine-growing 
district, there is a large stoue in the middle of the river, which 
the peasants tell us has the marvelous benevolence to udicate 
when there will be an abundant harvest. But, as in most other 
superstitions, the philosopher can hud a natural cause for what 
seems miraculous to the ignorant. The stone appears only in 
a dry season, when of course the river is low, and a season just 
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dry enongh to lower the water to the point of exhibiUog the 
stone is most foyorable to the fhiltfhlneBs of ylnes. Bot to the 

credulous inbabitauts of these borders, it would be quite use- 
less to explain away a snpematoral intenrention. Unbelief is 
not among their sins, and like the Indian and the Norwegian, 
the amusement of their lon2^ winter evenings is to tell the tales 
which have been handed down from father to son, from century 
to century, of the signs and wonders, and miracles, which haye 
been done in their midst. 

In most places, the vintage commences about the 12th of 
October, and in the districts where it ripens about the same 
time the day for commencing is designated by gOTomment, as 
on that day the watch mnst cease. The announcement is made 
by the ringing of bells a week previous, accompanied by a for- 
mal notice from the police. The evening previoos, the bells are 
again mng, and early in the morning they give ont a merrier 
peal at the hour the vintagers are to commence, and soon they 
may be seen issuing forth, not in their best, yet in holiday cos- 
tume, shiging as they go, with baskets upon their beads and in 
their hands, till the streets are thronged, and the hill-sides and 
valleys covered with troops of happy i>eople, whose hearts one 
would not think had ever been burdened by care or sorrow. And 
this is a sight upon which eighteen centuries have looked, and 
the only one, perhaps, which has not varied thtoagh all the 
changing dynasties, from the briglit autumn days when (Jicsar 
sat in his palace at Spure, and contemplated it ; tlirough all the 
years of devastation by barbarian hordes— in the dark ages, 
when bishops, and monks, and priests exercised a stem rule, yet 
milder and better than that of those savage chiefs, inasmuch, 
as it substituted for brute force the curbing of the spirit ; dur- 
ing the dawning of still brighter days, when Gharlemagne 
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broag^t order out of confusion, and erected a Btili higher 
standard of lav and honor ; through the mysteries of the 

Vc/mgcricht, or Secret Tribnnal, which filled the laud with 
terror, and made the dangeons of a hundred cities echo with 
the groans of innooent and guilty victims-Hintil the fiefcnna- 
tion stirred all the nations np to strife, and for a centnry de> 
luged a whole continent with blood ; and popes, and princes, 
and peoplCi learning to respect the opinions of each other, a 
peace for once filled the earth wfaidi did not erery monent fear 
the fierce war-whoop and the tramp of armies. 

AVhcther Eoman or Gallic legions reveled in yon castle-halls 
— ^whether pope, or prince, or prelate, waved the seeptee from 
its prond turrets— ~ whether Imperial or republican armies 
marched through the land, the vineyards lay ever smiling and 
peaceful upon the hill-sides, and the mountains echoed the laugh 
of happy vintagers, for the time indifferent alike to the fortunes 
of frfend or foe. 

Bread and wine were the food upon which all depended, and 
thongh palaces were demolished, and cities and villages destroyed, 
the harvest mnst remain ontonched, for when it &iled, famine 
and pestilence overtodc the victor and vanquished, and made more 
fearful havoc than the sword. We are, therefore, looking upon 
a sight which has varied little through all these changing times, 
and the mode of gathering the purple dusters, must be nearly 
the same as when the daughters of Judea were admitted among 
the grapes and pomegranates on Canaan's shore. Here, as 
there, a stone or tree alone marks the divisions Itetween the 
possessions of diffsrent individuals, and each knows his own 
little field with an instinct like that of the shepherd, who can 
call his sheep by name. 

From the summit of the highest peak to the bottom of the 
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lowest valley, they echo back their songs, aud coming and going 
all the day aro the files with their well filled baskets, which 
are in some cases deposited in large yats in t!ie fields, and in 
others in these prosy times, carried to barns or granaries to un- 
deigo the process of pressing in mills like those in which apples 
are ground, and often thi» same are nsed for both porposes. 
But this destroys half the poetry of the scene, so we shall con- 
fine ourselves to the more primitive modes. 

When the principal harvest is gathered, it is the costom to 
invite fHends to glean what remains, bat any one may partake 
in the toils aud pleasures of the vintage who will labor for the 
privilege of eating as many as he wants during the day ; and 
there are few, we imagine, who wonld not be willing to sloop to 
fttcA labor for mth a reward! 

In old times it was the universal custom to tread the grapes 
upon the spot, and this is still practised in many provinces, and 
this we saw with onr eyes. Into a large flat tab they are poured 
after being stripped from the stems; and naked feet, which have 
been washed in the clear stream which gurgles through the 
▼alley, commence the tramping, and over them the rich joice, 
in anything bat limpid streams, is seen to flow I What a dese- • * 
cration it seems of things beautiful, if not divine. And not at 
ail would any one be tempted to tarry long at such wine ; and 
not at all does it look as if one would ever be in any danger of 
looking at it long though it is indeed red. 

Sometimes the grapes are pressed by pounding thcui in small 
troughs by an instroment exactly like that which washerwomen 
use, and in all cases, when it is extracted, it must stand for 
some time to settle, and Is then poured into the tons, hogs- 
heads aud barrels, which have been cleaned aud made ready as 
they were wont to be in New England for cider. But not 
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like cider is the wiue, most pleasant and iDDOcent when it is 
new. How little some lectnrers upon temperenee know what 
tbey say when they talk of fermented and nnfermented liqnors. 

It is strange indeed that grapes should be so delicious and 
beautiiul in the clusters, and the juice only a few days ex- 
pressed so disagreeable and deleterious. Not nntil after it has 
fermented is it posnble to drink it ; but, judging from our expe- 
rience with apple juice, and the testimony of those who know 
nothing about the matter, we took a very generous swallow of 
new wine, and bemg about to repeat it, a friend exelaimed, 
" What are you doing ?" 

" Why, driukiug new wine to be sure, why not V* 
" You will learn if yon try it. Bo you not-know that half a 
glass will make you so dizzy that you cannot walk V* 

To be sure not ; how should I know, never having seen any 
new wine before ? but I have always supposed that it was harm- 
less before it was fermented.'' 

" After it is fermented you may drink as mndi as yon please, 
and the older it is the milder and less hurtful you will iind 
it." 

But having tasted, we did not care to repeat the experiment ; 
already our eyes were dim ; and besides, it is for from being 
palatable, haviug a strong bitter taste, like some kind of herb- 
drink. When the tuns are filled, they are placed in the cellars, 
and not for six months or a year does one think of opening 
them. Each tun is labeled with the vineyard and date of its 
contents, and the longer it can remain untouched the more val- 
uable it becomes. 

It used to be the custom to dance upon the hvUs when they 
were fdled, and (piitc a cotillion could l)e formed upon one, such 
as hiled the vaults of old castles ; and now one is usually taken 
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to the field, and wheQ it is filled, is wreathed with vines, and a . 
bloomiDg maiden, conTerted for the time into a naiad by a 

crowu of garlands and a dress of leaves, sits upon it and sings 
whilst the others sing and dance around her. When the vin- 
tage is over, a ball is celebrated in eveiy viilage, and enongb 
very old and very good wine is dmnk to send tbem reeling home. 

To one who has been accustomed to see this precious fruit of 
the vineyard only at the tables of the rich and on rare occa- 
sions, it is ahaost painfnl to look opon the reckless manner with 
which it is wasted in every inn, and on every table, even among 
the poor. In the regions where it is produced, it is to be had 
everywhere for eight cents a pint, and in the village inns the 
peasantry are to be seen at all honrs sitting at the long 
wooden tables with quart and two-qnart bottles, and pint and 
half-pint tumblers before them, a juink of black bread iu the 
hand and a pipe in the month, drinkmg and smoking, eating 
and talking, as if these were the only business of life. But 
famous as they are, we do not like the Rhenish wines, they are 
not so pleasant and delicate as the French, and indeed many 
of them we conld not distmguish from New England dder — 
they are certainly not a whit better. 

In a description of the vintage we must not omit the grape- 
euare, which is a grand remedy for all manner of diseases, and 
does sometimes perform marveloos cnres. People go to spend 
the vintage season where they can procnre grapes in abundance, 
and cat many pounds a day as long as they last. The blood is 
said to be thus wholly renewed and purified, and surely no 
physician could prescribe a more agreeable remedy, and one 
which we should think would almost tempt people to be sick. 

The p:rapc-sceds and sticks which have l)ceu pressed are 
dried, being first cut into oblong squares, about the size and 
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form of bricks, to be used for fael. We have seen thousands 
lying upon tkUs arranged one abo^e another in sheds built for 

the purpose, and when ready they are piled away and sold 
for so much a hundred, at a price which makes them about a 
cent a-piece. Turf is cut in the same form, and acres and hun- 
dreds of acres of heath supply hundreds and thousands of fam- 
ilics with all the material they have for fire during the long 
winter. The leaves, too, are all raked up in the forests, and 
every stick by the way-side is carefully garnered by the women 
and children, who may be seen all summer, when there is no 
more imperative labor, with their sickles, their rakes and their 
baskets, upon every hill and in every valley, gleaning and trans- 
porting what in America is left fbr time to destroy, but what in 
Germany is life to millions. 

We lingered until a November snow covered all the hills, and 
there was no longer trace of life or beauty, where we had traced 
the progress of the tiniest spire of grass and the first bursting 
bud and leaf through all the gradations, from fresh opening 
life througli maturity and perfection to decay and death. But 
where shall we find words to tell of the happy memories which 
we bring away, and which will be to us a well-spring of joy 
through all our pilgrimage in whatever lauds we rove. We have 
seen many happy homes, and hearts and minds, on which 
nobility was stamped with nature's impress, and had we been 
admitted as familiarly to the palaces of this fair land, are sure 
we should not have fouud the sterliug cxcelleuce that has glad- 
dened us in a hundred peasant cots. 
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THE ODENWALD CHURCnES FL NKKALS BALLS SMOKING 

DBINKING — WANT OF POUTfiNESS — ^UOCORALUY — ^ICABBIAGE AND 
BBTROTHAIiS. 

Not less famons than the valley of the Rhine are the monn- 

tains and forests of the Odenwald. Here feudalism had her 
strongest fortresses, and here her institutions took firmest root. 
Hero are scattered more thickly ruins, that tell of the days of 
old, and every valley and hill-side teem with traditions which 
mark the footsteps of centuries. Every conqueror from Cajsar 
to Bonaparte has marched through its valleys, and the walls of 
these prbnd castles have echoed to the revelry and execrations 
of a hundred armies, as success or misfortune induced them to 
flee to them for refuge and shelter. 

The high road from Darmstadt to Heidelberg is called the 
BergshmtB, or Mountain-road, as it lies all the way at the foot 
of these castle-crowned peaks, which present a succession of 
undulating hills and lofty mountains, once dark with the dense, 
impenetrable forests, but now covered with vineyards, or varie- 
gated with the garden husbandry which we have often de- 
scribed. The mountains are on the left as we journey south- 
ward, and on the right stretch far away the fertile plains, rich 
with the golden harvests. It was on a summer morning, Just 
alter a gentle shower, that we first beheld them, and like a 
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vision of fairyland or some dream in Eastern fable, they came 
upon our view. It is here that an Italian is said to have ex- 
clauaed : " Oh I Germany, Qermany, how mnch more beaatifiil 
art thoa than Italy V and sorely there can be nothbg more 
beautiful in that sunny laud. It was here that we first noticed 
the difference between Germaa and American agriculture,- and 
began to wonder how such results conld be produced. It 
seemed to ns the earth must groan with its abundance, and not 
only every hill and valley, but every rock, was made to bring 
forth fruit. In the fields of grain the stems stand so thickly, 
that the same extent of soil must bear two or three times the 
quantity we had ever seen before, and it was the same with 
rows of vegetables, with beans and peas, and turnips — with 
everythmg that was good for food for man or beast — ^the soil 
never seemed to complain of exhaustion. 

Tlic Bergstrassc is said to have been made by tlic Romans, 
and to have borne the name of Via Strata, meaning a way con- 
structed bp art, and everywhere are found the relics of the 
mighty legions who camped in the forests where now have 
sprung up villages, smile the viueyards or wave the harvests of 
the honest peasantry, who toil still to feed armies that live in 
idleness upon the fruits of their industry. 

It was in one of the brightest of the sunny nooks which 
nestle among all these mountain passes, that we took up our 
abode, and &om which we made excursions to observe rural 
life in the Odenwald. 

Many writers have affirmed that no traces of the famous god 
of the Scandinavians are to be found in southern and interior 
Germany, but they had not lived among the people, and listened 
to the traditions that have come down through centuriee, of 
the days when their fathers worshipped idols, and smiled at the 
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saperstitioDS wliich still rcniaiD, that could have originated 
among no other than an idolatrous people. 

The name Odenwald is believed by those best versed in eth- 
nology to be derived from Odin, thougli some perceive in it a 
derivation from the word Ode, meaning wild, and others from 
Od — Japiter, the god of the Komans, and others from Otto ; bnt 
there is mention of the name before there was an emperor of 
Germany, and he most, therefore, resign this honor. Othera 
woald ascribe it to the expression, O du Wold — Oh, thou 
forest; bnt there can be little donbt that the whole forest 
was once consecrated to the deity, whose altars may be traced 
in all these northern climes, and the ashes of which are not yet 
entirely swept away. The nominal religion is Catholic, the 
ceremonies of which are practised with a simplidty and single- 
heartedness that command onr respect, and in all southern 
Germany the priesthood exhibit very little of the pomp and 
parade which we have been taught to expect as the universal 
accompaniments of their order. If they are endowed with 
. riches, they must be expended on something besides personal 
comfort and luxury, or in the architecture and decoration of 
their churches. These are simple in the extreme, except in a 
few instances, where they indulge in stained windows and an 
expensive organ. The floors and seats are always bare, and 
the doors always open, as the Catholic church is the place 
of prayer at all hours of the day and week, as well as on 
Sunday. Service is held every morning at early dawn, and 
whoever wishes the quiet of an hour alone with his God, can 
enter, and be sore no profane intruder will interrupt his devo- 
tions. This seems to us a very proper use of a church, and 
more in accordance with one's ideas of the worship of an ever- 
present Deity, by daily and hourly dependent creatures, than 
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to keep his house shut, except on Sundays, and then in so luxn- 
rious a condition that oolj satia slippers can feel quite at homo 
apon its TelTet carpets. 

Fanerals in (Germany are almost nniversally in the morning, 
and sometimes ere it is scarcely light. We have often during 
an earljr walk met the sable train, and can always tell the 
rank of the deceased by the equipage and appointments.' 
Among the Catholics there is a serrice at the honse of mourn- 
ing and at the grave, the same as in America ; but among 
Protestants there is often none — ^not CTen a clergyman present. 
The friends and those who are to bear away the coffin assemble 
at the time designated by the family, and if others not invited 
wish to pay their respects, they wait in neighboring houses or 
in the street, till the procession moves, and follow to the grare. 
The pallbearers are appointed by the state, but paid by the 
family, and arc of three ranks. The first attend upon the fune- 
rals of persons of distinction, and may also attend on any occa- 
sion, if those who employ them are willing to pay the price, 
which is double that required for those of the second rank. 
Much of the pomp aiid state of such occa?^ions is passing away. 
Formerly a sort of arch was raised over the hearse, and hong 
with black, and from the top drooped long sable plumes, while 
four or six horses drew the carriage, also co?ered with black 
cloth, lianging to the earth, and with plumes upon their heads. 
But even dignitaries are not often seen in these days attended 
by so mnch pomp. Officers of state must employ the first rank 
of pall-bearers, who wear long black cloaks, and ride in car- 
riages, with equipage to denote their rank, but others may do 
as they please. 

In Hamburg the friends do not accompany the corpse to the 

grave ; but sixteen hired mourners attend, who are dressed in 
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black, with plaited rvdh round their necks, curled and powdered 

wigs, short Spanish cloaks aud swords. ]>ut now only the rich, 
and those who wish to make a display, are seen in this style, as 
it is expensire as well as ridicoloas. Among the Catholics we 
have often seen six, eight, and ten clergymen, some in white 
robes and some in black, preceding the hearse, on foot, and 
several young girls walking behind, with flowers and wreaths 
wluch they strew opon the gtare. In the chnrchyards, all 
snmmer the monnments are hnng frith wreaths, which fHends 
place there, and women making them and oiiering them for 
sale are sitting by the gate. When it becomes too cold for natu- 
ral flowers, artificial ones supply their place. ' The cities of the 
dead arc thus made pleasant ; but we have seen no cemetery 
that compared in beauty of position and charms of natural 
scenery with Mount Auburn or Greeenwood. The one at 
Frankfort is said to be more beautiful than P^e la Chaise, 
Yet it exhibits only a level surface, aud very little variety in 
the arrangements. All that is executed upon marble of course 
surpasses infinitely anything to be found in the New World ; 
and much more money, time and labor are expended by the 
state and by individuals, in adorning aud rendering attractive 
this and every resort of the people. 

In the country burial grounds there is one portion allotted 
to the aged and married, another to the youth, and another to 
the children. Hideous looking images of the Saviour, the Virgin 
and Saints, are erected at every comer, and also along the 
streets, which would be sufficient to disgust one with the thought 
of ever seeing them, if we really believed in the resemblance j 
. but the people look at them with spiritual eyes, aud cross them- 
selves reverentially whenever they pass, though laden with 
boxes aud bundles, and in the midst of the most uproarious 
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mirth. It is only in Ptotestaat distncts &at infidelity prevails 

The Catliolics here are not less deyout than they were before 
Lather and Calvia awoke, and they do not seem to be in aoy 
danger of renonndng their faith. 

The festiyate connected with the church are a pleafling fear 
turo in peasant life, and a distinctive characteristic of tlic Catho- 
lic proYiDces. One we often heard called the ^* feast of coose- 
oration,'' though we could nerer learn exactly what it meant. 
It could not mean the consecration of the indlTidnal chnrcbeB, 
as the celebrations occur all in the autumn, and therefore must 
have reference to something in common with all, and may reach 
heuck to the prunitive agei and the piomn^ation of Ghriati- 
anity. We heard one day, from onr room, the singing of many 
voices iu the street, and on looking out saw a loug procession, 
Btretehmg as far as the eye coold see, of men, and wom^, and 
children, bearmg flags, and dressed in holiday costume, with 
books in their hands, from which they were sinj^inp: lend and 
clear the hymns for the occasion, and wending their way to a 
chapel upon a high hill, whm service was performed by the 
bishop, who travels a eirenit to be present in each village at 
this festive season. 

The men were t^n one side of the street and the women 
upon the other, and it must be at least two miles that they walk 
to the chapel, besides passing through the principal streets, sing- 
ing ever as they go. Everything iu Germany begins and ends 
with a dance, and the church c^ebratioos are not an exception. 
Every village inn has its bail-TOom, the best finished and most 
pleasant room in the house ; but the ball itself strikes us as 
the most repulsive of any feature of peasant life. Very fre- 
quently they occur on Sundays also, and begin early in the 
afternoon, with two or three fiddlers for musimans. The smok- 
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ing and drinking commence at the same time, and in a few 
Lours the room is dark with the clouds from the fragrant weed, 
the wine is standing in dirty pools OTer all the floors and tables ; 
the men are stnpified, and all are heated and reeking with per> 
spinition, prcsentiiit;- a most dis^'ustiiig and heart-sickening 
scene, yet their feet uerer weary — they dance till night, and 
then tin morning. 

Bnt we hare attended balls where the assembly consisted of 
merchants, officials, and respectable mechanics, and at which 
gentlemen of the highest rank were present as spectators, and 
the room was also filled with smoke to soffDcation. The gen- 
tlemen walked abont between the dances with cigars in their 
mouths, puffing without ceremony into the faces of the ladies, 
and spitting npon the floor, without a seeming thought that 
they were doing anything' contrary to the most gentlemanly 
deportment, as indeed they arc not as it is here understood. 
No German imagines tobacco smoke to be disagreeable on any 
occasion, and in the most refined circles, after tea the c^^ 
are lighted, and the pnfling kept up for boors, where the ladies 
are elegant, accomplished, and dressed in the most recherche 
style. If they walk in the garden it is the same, they smoke, 
8m<Ae, smoke ; cigar lighters aare placed i^n the dining^able 
in hotels, and no where in Germany are there salons provided 
for ladies. There is no common room for the meeting of either 
gentlemm or ladies except the smoking-room ; and ladies in 
hotels are not expected to Imger after dinner, or spend the 
evening where gentlemen can enjoy their society. We hear 
this often lamented among themselves, but it is the cus- 
tom, and there is no snch thing as changing a (German cus- 
tom. 

The reason Germans adhere to the halh and dances so tenar 
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doosly iSy tha( it is the only way in widoli genUemen and kdiea 

are allowed to meet ; the ball-room is the only place, among 
high or low, where Capid can lawfully practise his profession, 
or any kind of aoqoaintanoe be formed that may lead to love 
and matrimony. So the girls are longing continnally for the 
balls. Alter having beea invited many times to tea, and met 
no gentlemen, we asked, if they were never invited on such 
occasions. " No/' was ihe answer ; " if we invite gentlemen 
a great heavy expensive sapper must be provided, that is so 
much trouble, and costs so much that we do not like it. Be- 
sides, gentlemen do not wish to come, they had rather go to the 
clnb-room and drink and smoke f and when we saw the 
which a lady thought it necessary to prepare, becaase three or 
fonr gentlemen were to be present, we did not wonder she did 
not care to do it often, and ooneluded they were more trouble 
than comfort. 

A German lady had remarked, that she often received polite- 
ness from Englishmen and i^'renchmen when she was traveling, 
bat never from a Gtorman, onless his attentions d^^erated into 
insolting gallantry. When we saw their mode of life, and how 
little gentlemen could associate with ladies in a pleasant and 
delicate way, we remarked : It is not strange they are not 
polite, they have no opp(MrtiDiity.of learning politeness. They 
are not taught to look upon women in the light of companions 
and helpmeets, but merely as the instrnments of supplying 
their animal wants— of cooking them mppmJ* 

A lady playfully remarked concerning her little daughter a 
year old, that she believed she would be an anthoress, she was 
so fond of pen and paper, at which the husband and father was 
almost ready to annihilate her, for harboring an instant the 
thought, that his daughter could ever become a thing so 
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despicable I Yet he was intelligent himself, rich, and trarelecl, 
but uevcr thought it necessary for women to know any of 
these things. 

There is not so much mamaiuwrwg in Gtermany to get dan^ 

ters married. It is more fair play, and is better on the whole. 
A mamma makes no circumlocutions in asking young men to 
many her daughters, and as soon as they are in business for 
themselves, they say they are regnlariy besieged* All this we 
take down from the lips of German ladies, for we should not 
Tcnture such remarks upon our own limited observation. A 
gentleman who had lived sometime in New York, and become 
accustomed to meeting ladies in those pleasant conversational 
parties, or of calling on them freely to spend an hour in an 
intelligent and rational way, retoms to hnd it terribly stupid 
to be confined entirdy to the smoking^oom, and to talk of 
bnsiness all the evening as well as all day, or else not talk at all. 
** Oh dear i'^ he exclaims, " I would like to run in and spend 
an evening with a family, it would so agreeably pass away the 
time, but then I do not wish to marry one of the daughters, 

• 

and I could not call twice before the mamma would consider 
me bound to come to this result.^' 

But in the ball-room they are free. Each yonng lady must 
be accompanied by a matron, but when there they dance and 
talk with whom they please, and those who cannot walk in the 
street together, or see each other in their homes, without scan- 
dal, may stand with theur arms around each others waists half 
the evening. When not dancing, the gentleman keeps his arm 
around the lady with whom he has last waltzed, till it is time 
to commence agam. These customs are the same among high 
and low, with prince and peasant, in the castle and in the cot- 
tage. A young man of the peasant class tells me that there 
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is no respect paid to women among them — tbey strike a woman 

just as quick as tbey would strike a mau, aud as we have seen, 
impose upon her doable burdens. If under any circumstances 
faTors are to be shown, the men receire them. 

The young girl whom we met in Winkle, and who became 
our traveling companion, told us many things we should scarcely 
dare repeat^ and should not expect to be belieyed. Bat she 
said the reason of the inmiorality among yonng girls was, that 
they were kept under this restraint without being told the reason, 
and secluded from temptation without knowing why, and when 
obliged to go into the world to take care of themselres, they 
haye no moral strength. She said, in one town, where she was 
in the spring, after her arrival from America, there was a con- 
firmation in her chaich, and three hundred gurls were to be 
confirmed, who were from fonrteen to sixteen years of age, and 
when the examination came only sixteen could be admitted to 
the church by this holy rite ; all the others were, at this early age, 
fallen women. We could scarcely bdieye oar ears, and should 
not haye credited the statement if we had reoeiyed it from one 
who belonged to a different commuuiou, but our informer was a 
member of the same church, and a most earnest defender of her 
faith. It was in the same yillage that we afterwards heard 
a bell ringing through the street. On looking oat, we saw a 
mau patrolling the town with this singular music, and she said 
it was the custom through all this pro?ince when a young girl 
had gone astray from lectitode, and had concealed her sin 
instead of confessing it to the priest as reqoired, for the police, 
as soon as they ascertained the truth, to take a bell in this way 
and ring it through the town, calling the name of the guilf^ one, 
and prodaimmg her fall. One would think a woman needed 
no such herald to proclaim her shame, especially when uo 
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means are used to ascertain her accomplice, but tliis is the way 
of the world where men rule. 

We remarked to a kdy that ia the coaotry in America^ among 
respectable families, these misfortunes seldom happened. " Why,^ 
she exclaimed, " and here so often But the unfortunate are 
not hurled down to infiBtfny so irrevocably as with us. Ladies 
in cities who need nnrses, prefier this ehias^ and they hare no 
^ffionlty In finding employment, and cases are known to occur 
of girls wishing to make this their profession, and voluntarily 
passiug through the degrading ordeal which alone can fit them 
for it 

In some provinces at the north, the law requires that the son 
who is to inherit the farm, shall also be a father, and in these 
cases marriage is not consummated till a child is born, and a 
woman must not expect to be made the lawful wife who is not 
first a mother. But in this case there is no danger of desertion 
and disgrace ; but on the contrary, certain preservation. 

In all j^aces where there is a regular betrothal, the law com- 
pels marriage, unless a marriage has been consummated with 
another without the knowledge of the parties concerned. If this 
happens, and the one first betrothed becomes a mother, the 
father must pay a certain sum every year till tiie child is fourteen, 
towards its support. But however frequently this may Ijo the 
fate of women, however numerous her companions in misfortune, . 
and though all abore her are kind enough to pity and for- 
give, it is not the less a life-sorrow, the shadow of which dark- 
ens all her future path. One we knew whom we saw daily 
performing her duties with a quiet industry and faithfulness 
that betokened her one among a thousand, and in all her 
deportment and dress displaying a refined and delicate taste, 
which is seen among few bora ladies. After many weeks, we 
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heard her story, which was also one among a thousand, in a 

different sense, and need not be repeated. The lady with whom 
she lived delayed for many weeks to tell her she had heard of 
the marriage her betrothed, as she knew the blow it woold 
be,- and when she did at last as kindly as possible, she said in 
teUiug us, tJte eff'ed was ihe same as upon a lady. The poor girl 
swooned and was for hours insensible. When she recortred 
from this, there followed days of weeping and then a long severe 
illness, during wliich life hung by the frailest thread. She had 
been a merry-hearted thing, though ne?er wantonly gay ; but 
never smee has she been seen to smile. In America she wonld 
have been cast away, and conld hot again hope to earn an 
hunest livelihood. But in this case the lady was only the more 
kind, though as high-toned and with as good principles as any 
conld have been, who from edooation or custom wonld have 
acted differently. The girl did not lose her place and feel the 
weight of scorn in addition to her misfortune, and thi^^, with 
many other instances which came to our 'knowledge, led ns to 
ask, has scorn and poblic censure the effect it is intended they 
should exert in promoting morality ? A noble-hearted woman 
will suffer enough though the world should kindly say, "neither 
do I condemn thee ; go, and sin no more." If misfortune dooms 
her to irretrievable shame, and whilst the bitter sting is in her 
heart, she must also be trampled in the dust, and evermore be 
condemned to a life, from which she revolts not the less, because 
appearances are against her, who is to blame that she must 
swell the nnmber of lost ones ? Leniency may be carried too 
far iu Germany on the whole, but it is also true that in America 
it is not carried far enough. In too nmny instances it is thought 
to be not much matter what the life of a poor peasant girl is, 
or what her sorrow, yet there are many ladies like this, who 
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make a distinction between weakness and corraption, and by 
judicious counsel, and kindly sympathy, bind up the broken 
hearty and heal the wonnded spirit. 

At least it seems to be proved that proclaiming her through 
the streets by a town crier does not diminish tlic numbers who 
follow her example, as in the town where occurred these two 
hundred and eighty-four cases, in one y^Bar, this had been for 
oentnries the custom, and the population was not five thonsand. 
But we are quite sure that if a different kind of social life wero 
allowed, and men and women could see each other upon terms 
of friendship, and for mntoal inteUeotual improTement, there 
would be less secret intriguing in high circles and in low. 
Yet a great proportion of poverty and crime may be traced 
directly and indirectly to the unjust laws, and injudidons requi- 
ations of the guilds. In the case we have mentioned, mar- 
riage would very soon have followed the betrothal ; but the 
young people lived in a small village where luxuries were few, 
and the trade of the young man was that of the finer depart- 
ment of cabinet-making. He had been made master workman, 
but could not be allowed this position in any other place, and 
conld not therefore earn enough by his labor to acquire the 
sum the law makes necessary before marriage is allowed. If 
be removed to toother pla/oe to work as a journeyman he must 
buy Ids citizenship, which was also impossible with his means. 
So they waited in hope of some better fortune, and the lady 
with whom the young girl was at serrice, was just about to 
offer them the money to enable them to begin, when she heard 
that the young man had yielded to the temptation which so 
often besets them, and married an M wcxnan who offered hun 
her deceased husband's establishment, if he would marry her, 
and thus he, with all others who do the same, doomed himself 



Digitized by Google 



234 



PEASANT LIFE IN GERMANY, 



to a life of degradation and misery for the sake of labor and 
bread. 

We knew one Instance where a yoang man had married, in 

this way, a widow with one cliild, in order to acqnirc the right 
of citizeDship and the position of master workman in a large 
town, and after her death wished to marry again, a yoang girl 
who was not a dtlzen of the place, though she had lived there 
several years. But her means did not allow her to pay the 
snm, which is two hmidred and Mtj dollars, and before he 
oodd many her he mnst pay this, and also deposit a certain 
snm for the support of the child of his former wife, and 
another, to make sure that he had a competency for his new 
honselceeping, as the state in its parental wisdom and kindness 
will not allow people to marry without the certdnty of a pro- 
vision for a family. All this required ^o much that both 
together, with the generous assistance of friends, could not 
make up the snm, and so they were obliged to give np the idea 
of embarking their fortunes together on the sea of life. In 
Fiich instances it is very common for fathers to say, if you will 
marry my daughter I will pay the price, and though the 
daughter has never seen the man to whom she is thus oflfered, 
she is sold without scruple, and thus made what the law and 
the world call respectable. 

That hundreds of children are born every year, for whose 
maintenance no one is responsible, is known and permitted ; 
but peojile cannot be allowed to wear the badge of respecta- 
bility without paying the state so much money, though we 
presume they do not frame the statute in these words. 

Nothing procures the right of citizenship but money. 
No parents of any position are citizens of any principality 
in Germany, without paying for it; and they may spend 
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their liyes therOi and their children be born and grovr old 
there, yet neither thej nor their children's chQdren are citizens 

without the price. An Englishman, in his travels, met a young 
man who had been some years in America, and returned for a 
little time to see his Mends. The police, the passports, and 
all the trammels of social life, seemed to him a thousand tunes 
more intolerable than ever, and he exclaimed : " It is 
better to be dead in America than alive in Eorope;" and every 
European who goes there thinks the same, notwithstandbg the 
blaster they make, and the fault they pretend to find for the 
sake of magnifying their importance. 
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THE ODENWALD — ^TOBACCO RAISING AND S5M0KING BLACK BREAD 

COSTUMES GAMES LEGEND OF EMMA AND EGINHARD — WILD 

ANIMALS— BEETS AND BEET SCGAB HABITS AND HEALTH 

LANGUAGE AND CUSTOMS. 

The Yaliejs of the Odenwald are watered by the Necker, 
which flows through them for thirty miles, before it reaches the 

plain near Heidelberg, where it lias boon described a tliousuiid 
times as a " tiara of diamonds set in emerald/' and where it is 
indeed the mirror to one of the loyeliest landscapes hnman 
vision is erer permitted to behold. From the hill-tops, the 
lihinc may be seen, too, winding away in another direction, 
.and the whole oonntry, npon both rivers, a garden under 
snch perfect cultivation, as few among Americans bestow upon 
the choicest parterre. There arc a few vineyards ; but neither 
YvTies nor fruit trees are so much attended to as in other parts 
of southern Germany, though the climate is sufficiently genial; 
because the people wish a more certain dependence. Cereals 
and vegetables do not so often fail of producing a sufiScient 
quantity to support life ; but a bad season will destroy grapes 
and fruit to such an extent as to cause a feimine. Tobacco 
flourishes luxuriantly and in the fields looks very rich ; but is a 
dismal sight in the autumn, hung over all the roofs and sides 
of the houses, black and shriveled, to dry and become fit to 
be made into quids and quirls, A fastidious American gentle- 
man says it bears no comparison with that which is grown in 
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Harana, and he would as soon smoke dried cabbage as Gterman 
cigars. The difference in the price indicates either a difference 

in the article or in the country; the one selling for five dollars 
a thonsand, and the other for fifty. We only wish they were 
beyond the means of any, as only by empty pnrses can men be 
driven from the disgusting habit of smoking and chewing the 
filthy weed. An American also remarked : "he wondered the 
women did not all look like Imcon, they were so obliged to live in 
smoke." While another nngallantly replied: ''he thought 
they did." How they endure it, is perfectly inconceivable. It 
became necessary that we should be shut up in the cabin of a 
river steamer, one cold autumn day, and in the same room were 
fifty men, pipe in month. Not being able to breathe, we pushed 
bfiL'k the window a few inches, and seated ourselves in front to 
catch every breeze and annoy others as little as possible. But 
the first time our eyes were turned away a gml^mom took the 
opportunity to shut the window, and did it so softly that we 
had no suspicion of the agency by which it was done. For a 
little time we tried to endure it, but being nigh unto choking, 
we at length ventured to admit the air again, though by a 
much smaller aperture, when auotlicr gcntlcnimi called rudely 
out, " Madam, wc cannot have the window open, shut it im- 
mediately." But not being accustomed to obey so implicitly, 
any lord of creation, we remained quiet, with open mouth in 
order to catch every particle of fresh air, or water that should 
kindly enter. But soon the steward entered, and the genUleman 
requested him to shut the window. He politely replied that 
the lady preferred it open. They said, " no matter for the 
lady, wr. wu!it it shut." An American gentleman had sat by till 
now ; but fast asleep. The buzz awoke him, and without the least 
suspicion of the cause of the commotion, he rubbed his eyes 
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and opened the window j quite innocent of any intentional offencei 
only expressmg Ids suiprise that we could sit there iu the smoke. 
Bat before be bad finished the words, the before-mentioned 
gentleman laid rude hands upon him, and commanded him to 
shat the window. Not being exactly icide awake, and having 
no idea of what had passed, he shook off his assailant rather 
roughly, and a serious affray was the consequence; which the 
captain was called to settle, and to say also that no window 
could be opened in the cabin. We had no inclination to resist 
lawful authority, and therefore snbmitted to sit the rest of the 
day In a room as densely filled with these horrible fnmes as any 
room devoted entirely to curing bams is allowed to be, and 
here sat several ladies working embroidery, and in great amaze- 
ment that we should be disturbed by such a trifle. These 
gentlemen were not Bauersleutc, but mercliants, lawyers, and 
physicians, astonished beyond measure that a lady should think 
of interfering with the comfort and wishes of men. 

In some places an attempt is made to raise Indian corn, but 
we have never seen any that deserved the name. A whole Geld 
will sometimes have only one or two ears upon a stock. They 
either do not understand how to manage It, or the climate and 
soil are uncongenial, though we cannot tell why this should be. 
They use it only for geese and pigs. The great staple is rye, 
which they thmk is cheaper and more healthy, but a Frenchman 
who pretends to a chemical and practical knowledge of husban- 
dry, says wheat can be grown as cheap, and is far more nour- 
ishing. It will take a long tune to convince Germans that he 
is correct, for they adhere as tenaciously to black bread as to 
tobacco. These huge black loaves arc seen everywhere, and 
nowhere in Germany is it the custom for the baking to be done 
in the family. In the country villages there is one grand oven 
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to which all transport theh* loaves after having kneaded them 
at home. Carts are seen at all times gCMng through the streets 
loaded with this commodity, piled in like so many stones, and 
about as hard. The form of the loaves is oval, abouL iwo feet 
iu length, and of corresponding breadth, and the color that of a 
brown Indian crust. The bread is always soar, because to make 
it very light, it is permitted to stand fermenting till it is honey- 
comb. Among the peasantry and common Burger the great 
loaf is placed upon the table, morning, noon and night, for each 
one to cnt a slice till it is gone. To onr taste it is horrible 
stnff, which we can in nowise swallow. But the wheat bread 
is as universally good j from north to south, from east to west, 
we have never seen it otherwise, and this is both kneaded and 
baked at the bakers, and always wet with milL It j& light 
and sweet, with a rich nourishing taste. An American writer, 
traveluig in (xcrmany, laments that American housewives do 
not eqnal the Germans in making bread, and does not seem to 
have learned, all the time he was here, that German house- 
wives do not know half a.s imich of bread-making as American. 
Kever a particle do they. make. What a relief to these 
honsewiTes mnst it be never to be obliged to bake, and then 
never to be obliged to wash 1 Wonid they not think in New 
England it were Paradise, indeed, never to have in their kitch- 
ens the muss occauoned by the meal, and dough, and beat, the 
parade of tubs and suds and slops attendant upon the duties 
of Monday and Saturday, to say nothing of the extra occa- 
sions, when there must be an extra parade. What an easy time 
they would think they had, and never think Mp necessary in 
parlor or kitchen, and with their nicely constructed domiciles, 
painted floors and papered walls, they would certainly be able 
todo oUtAe work, and have much time to play. Thirty or forty 
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loaves are baked ap at once, bat there is a continuoos eatiag, 
which requires a continnons array of dishes, and washing of 
plates and cnps, though the ceremonies at table are simple 
enough. In all the houses of the middle classes there is a 
roand table standing always before the 8o£ft, in every room. 
Upon this the cloth is laid, among a great proportion of them 
five times a day, or perhaps at ten in the morning and four in 
the afternoon the white cover! ug is dispensed with, and at these 
hoars the meal is very light. Among the peasantiy the table 
is long and sqnare, and stands before a bench, both being im- 
movable. -The Barger perhaps drinks wine in the forenoon, 
and the Bauermann beer, but coffee is never dispensed with by 
either, at breakfast and after dinner. Sapper among all classes 
is at eight or half-past, summer and winter, and is about the 
same as a New England breakfast. The peasantry of the Oden- 
wald live a great proportion of the year upon black bread and 
potatoes, indulging in meat only at weddings, Christmas, and 
church consecration feasts, and are said to average a longer life 
than any others in Germany, the number of those who live to 
the 9ge of sixty, seventy, and even ninety, being not few bat 
many. The ancient oostame of the men was a long dark blue 
coat, with rows of blue or bright buttons, and when they could 
afford it, for grand occasions, of silver, with the three-cornered 
hat that is still retained by court officials, but it is b^ianing to 
disappear, and the common dress of the laborer, as seen in all 
other lands, to be adopted in its stead The women, as among 
the Indians, yield more slowly to innovations. Their caps are 
still ornamented with beads and ribbons, plaited like combs, 
made into enormous bows, to stand out fW>m each side of the 
head. The peculiar head-dress of each district is retained 
long after every other part of the peculiar costume is given up ; 
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aud self-deuial of every other kind practised, tliat they may be 
able to purchase the ribbons and oroaments for this. 

We have foand two or three games and amasements strik- 
ingly like those of the Iroquois. One wbich is practised by 
the Indians at their New Yearns feast, and among the peasan- 
try of soatbern Germany at Christmas is, for two men to dress 
thefflselves, one to represent winter, in straw, moss, and eyer- 
greens, aud the other as summer, in ivy and fresh garlands, and 
go&om house to house begging. When nothing is given them 
they steal if they can, but this must be done with the greatest 
stealth, as it is an everlasting disgrace to be caught in the act, 
though all is in sport. It seems to us a remarkable coiucideuce 
that there should be exactly the same game among these two 
different people. Also, when in the long winter cTenings they 
gather round the light of the resin torch, which is still the 
chandelier of the American Indian and the German peasant, to 
listen to the stories of the aged men of the days of old, the 
histories, sagas, and traditions, which have come down through 
a hundred generations, if they vary from the truth or the form 
wbich has been repeated by all before them, in order to add 
interest to their tale, they are neyer forgiven, but looked upon 
with distrust and dislike ever after. These were in former days 
their only chronicles, and if not preserved with correctness 
were of no value. So said the Indian and so says the Oden* 
walder. 

It was to a little village among these wilds that the daughter 
of Charlemagne is said to have fled with her lover, from her 
father's yengeance. She wished to marry the secretary of the 
king, which, of course, was to descend from her rank, and 
when their liaison was made known, the one was threatened with 
death and the other with the scarcely less terrible living death 
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of impTisonment witliin the convent walls. But they sncoeeded 
in making their flight, and rested not tUl within the darlsest re- 
cesses of the forest of the Oilenwald, where they took up their 
abode in a rode hat, and lived by daily toil unknown, and yet 
content, for seven yefffs. Then, according to the fashion of 
traditions, the great emperor passed that way on his return 
from a hunting excursion, and entered a hut to ask for a cup 
of cold water. Immediately he was recognized by the daagh- 
ter, who hastened to prepare for him the refreshment which he 
needed. When he seated himself at table what was his sur- 
prise to Md before him bis favorite dish, which only bis Emma 
had known how to prepare for him. He looked up and knew 
at once that her hands had provided it for him now. She read 
her pardon in his eye, and fell upon his neck, where the hus- 
band and disgraced secretary found her on his entrance. It 
need not be added that complete reconciliation followed, and 
the happy pair were taken home to live again in the palace. 
A cloister was built by them where the cottage stood, to com- 
memorate their sorrow and their joy, and the place still bears 
the appellation of " Uessed spot^^ which words were uttered at 
the time by the king iu his transports at discovering his long 
lost child. 

In these days the hunter is almost deprived of his sport 
among the fastnesses which once afforded inexhanstible supplies 
of game to the royal parties that spent days aiul niglits within 
their shades. Foxes, wild cats, weasels, sqairrels, hares^ and 
rabbits, are still plenty, but not a bear has l)een seen smce 
1622, when the last one was killed at Barmstndt, and the last 
wuir in 1841, and it is more than two centuries since ihey have 
found a beaver. 

But the hunting of wild cats and rabbits is a privilege still 
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of only royal and noble families. For a peasant to shoot a 
squirrel would be a crime ia royal eyes, as great as stealing a 
cow, and if the pomsbment correspoDds, they will not often 
▼entare upon each sport. It is not many years since a poor 
man was confined in prison eighteen nmiths in the kingdom of 
Hanover, in darkness and solitude, for an offence to which he 
was probably driven by starvation. At the end of this time be 
was bronght forth and commanded to confess his ^ilt. Upon 
his remaining silent, the thumb-screw was applied, and after 
repeated applications and hours of anguish, he was forced to 
confession, and it was that he had stolen a cow ! 

A forest-master and game-keeper are kept constantly upon 
the alert, to watch the woods, on account of the animals and 
also the trees, and no bird of the air or fonr-footed thing, nor a 
tree or sbmb without permission, is at the service of the poor. 
But the forest-master is sometimes known to wink at the crime, 
if a peasant takes a hare or rabbit, or bit of wood, because he 
lives among them and knows their poverty; but they are 
taught, and really believe it to be a crime, and therefore do not 
often hazard their lives by sucli an olfcnce. They gain their 
bread by the sweat of their brows, and though so poor and 
toil-worn, seem content Their love for their monntains is like 
that of the Swiss peasant, and their songs tell the yearning 
of their hearts for home, when war and famine drive them 
forth. But they know nothing of the freedom of the Swiss 
mountaineer, and their cottages do not exhibit the neatness 
and thrift of the Swiss peasantry. Their homes look always 
filthy to an Englishman or American ; the women have the 
coarse ways and habits of the men, and no conception of the 
tidy, comfortable cottage of the American farmer or English 
peasant. It eannot be otherwise when the mothers and dangh- 
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ters are in the field, where you see them without bonnet, cap, 
shoes or stockings ; suDbarut and old at thirty, though at this 
age they get so dry and toogh, that they look afterwards 
always the same. 

The shelves for the dishes are iii the kitchen, and always 
open to all the dost ; a bed in every room, and pigsty and sta- 
ble ander the same roof. Seldom any are so well off as to have 
an extra set of enps and plates for company, and that which 
they use, like that of the middle classes in cities, is the commou 
white ware, which is seldom in these days upon the table at all 
in America, bat kept for baking purposes. Bat yoa neyer see 
a pie ill Germany, and not often a pudding. If there is any 
cake, it is like the bread purchased at the baker's, and never 
good — a New England honsewife woald not think it fit to eat 
If yon enter a peasant's cot nnceremonionsly, they will ask you 
to take a cup of coffee, and with it a piece of bread, whicli, 
like them, you must dip in the cup before carrying it to your 
mouth. This way of eating bread and coffee is also aniversal 
among all classes. It will be placed upon the table without 
cloth or other service than cup and saucer, pewter or 
German-silYer spoon, and your fingers. But to this yoa are 
welcomed in the same way as to the venison of the Indian, 
and commit an unpardonable offence if you rcfuisc, ihoagh you 
may already be full. 

Among the lower order of burghers, SaturkratU and salad are 
the almost every day accompaniments of dinner and supper ; 
and these, with cheese made of sour milk, and sour bread, 
cause a peculiar smell in all their kitchens, which often creeps 
out and indeed permeates the dress and fills the aur, so that 
sourness is the universal perfume. 

The peasantry sell everything they raise and everything they 
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make, not even indolgiog in the luxarjr of SauerkraaU except at 
feasts. Every inch of groand is made to produce somethiDg, 

and sometimes the same soil nourishes two or three successive 
crops. After everything else, they realize a good harvest of 
turnips, and dig, dig, dig fh>m April to' November. Besides 
the cereals, tobacco, potatoes, and turnips, they have cabbage, 
colewort, lucerne, rape, saiutfoin, poppies, hemp, and black 
tarnips. Buckwheat is raised extensively at the north and 
south, though it is Bwhweiizen, buckwheat, from its resemblance 
to the beech nut. Poppy seeds, besides being made into opium, 
are boiled and eaten like sago, not a stock or leaf is wasted. 
Everything that can be cut green is used to fodder the cattle, 
and children are everywhere seen washing the weeds and all 
refuse that cattle can eat. They gather the leaves and moss 
in the woods, and pick up every stick or dried branch that can 
serve for fuel. The lupin is raised extensively for manure, and 
considered to enrich the land better than anything else, and 
will grow in all climates. Besides these are the hop fields and 
the beet fields. The former seem ahuost as extensive as the 
vineyards, and did we not know they were hops, would look 
almost as pretty. Beer is even cheaper than wine, a bottle 
costing only one-fourth as much as a bottle of wine, and that 
which comes from Bavaria is considered the best. But it is 
everywhere the common beverage, and to be had in its whole- 
some, unadulterated state. Yet too mucli can be drunk of it 
even then, and those who indulge too freely are most blowzy 
and stupid-looking beings. 

Beets have been cultivated for the last thirty years very 
extensively for sugar. We find always in the most humble 
peasant's cot the best of loaf sugar, when sugar is used at all, 
for their coffee.- In southern Germany it is generally beet- 
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sugar, which is whiter than any other, and one, two, and three 
cents cheaper a poond, bat considered not so sweet, and there- 
fore not so cheap on the whole. But in Austria a great pro- 
portion of the popolatiou are eatirely igaorant of the ass of 
sngar, and in Bavaria there are consamed on an average, only 
two and a half ponnds a year by each individnal, and of coarse 
this must iudicate that half of them never taste it at all. The 
use of sugar is considered one of the evidences of a higher 
civilization, and if it is to be taken as a test, Anstria and 
Bavaria are the lowest in the scale, or about the same as 
Russia and Turkey. The Turks use scarcely any, as they never 
put it in their coffee, and know not the use of tea; and the serfs 
of Russia are scarcely more degraded and destitute of all that 
modern civilization considers necessary to human beings than 
the masses of the Austrian population. They know almost as 
little of the use of money as they do of sugar. In the same 
year that Austria consumed 83,000,000 pounds, China con- 
sumed 1,000,000,000. And America is many millions in 
advance of any other. The table which we consult was made 
several years since, but the ratio continues about the same, and 
as it gives at a glance a better idea of the -condition of the 
people -than any description, we transfer it. It imlicatcs the 
average quantity consumed by each individual, at that time, 
in a year : 
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The difference between England and Ireland is the same in 

sngar as in everything else, but ia soiuq of the other instances, 
where it is made, more is consumed than among people of nearly 
the same condition, in other respects, who must import a large 
proportion of all they nse. Bnt though it is not a necessity 
like bread, it is a hixnry people deny themselves only when 
compelled, and we involuatarilj judge a family to be comfort- 
able in other respects if they can afford sngar. 

A great proportion of that which is imported brown, is re- 
fined after its arrival, by which the greater tarilF upon white 
sugar is ayoided, and the expense lessened. But great effort 
is being made to produce all the sngar they consume, as not 
only the beet, but also the vine, the melon, the maple, and maize 
can be grown in different parts for this purpose. Of these the 
beet is the most important, as it is yalned not only for its sac- 
charine properties, but for the amount of forage it furnishes, 
which, as we have said before, has become for the last twenty 
years the absorbing subject of consideration among the agri- 
cdturists of Germany. It is said to enrich the soil by the 
invisible contribution it makes, and to afford three times as much 
nourishment for cattle by its leaves, as the same surfiice devoted 
to hay. Then from the sale of the root to the sngar manufactarer, 
twice as mucb money is realized as from the sale of the quantity 
of barley which can be raised on the same ground ; and greatly 
as the cultivation of the beet has increased, and the quantity 
of land devoted to it enlarged, the amount of cereals has not 
in consequence diminished. They have Occupied less space, bnt 
by enriching the soil with the greater quantity of manure for- 
nishcd by foraging plants, they increase the quantity per acre. 

Those which are red outside and white within are considered 
to produce most sugar, and next the white and yellow, and 
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those which are small more in proportion to their weiglt thaa 
the larger. Analysis discorers in the beet twenty-Dine different 
materials, the principal of which are water, fibre, crystalixed 
sugar, oil, gum, coloring matter, ammonia, lime, and oxide of 
iron, though all these may not dwell in the living plant. There 
are also twenty-fire kinds of beet roots, which prodooe from 
eight to ten per cent, of sngar. The soil most be Tery rich and 
deeply tilled, and a cool or temperate climate is better than one 
very warm. We see that in tropical climates, the plants which 
produce sugar are nourished by the air, and in temperate, by the 
earth, and the beets which grow in colder climates axe sweeter 
than those which grow in warm climates. 

It is said the sweetest grapes do not produce the most sugar, 
but firom twenty to thirty pounds of raw sugar are made from 
a hundred pounds of juice. 

The maple is not so profitable in Europe for sugar, as any 
other tree or plant from which it is produced ; on an ayeragc, 
only four ounces, and at the most only two pounds, being made 
from a hundred pounds of juice, and to boil and perfect these 
hundred pounds they burn forty thousand pounds of wood I 

The maize, in the climate and soil adapted to it, produces the 
' same quantity and quality as the cane upon an acre of ground. 
The brown sugar produced from the melon is similar to that 
from the cane, and the cultivation not so expensive as the beet 
*root. 

From these facts, we must conclude that sugar will become 

more and more abundant, especially in the countries where it is 
made from the beet, which is in other respects so valuable an 
agricultural product. The sugar beet is most cultivated in 
Baden, but is spreading fast through all Germany where the cli 
mate and soil will admit. The gallons of wine to each Individ 
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ual average manj times more than the poauds of sugar or meat, 
both ia Fraoce and Gennanj, and cannot be so nourishing. 
Nowhere among the peasantry is meat an article of daily food, 
while in New England the farm laborer thinks he is very ill- 
used if he has not meat three times a day. In America^ enough 
food is wasted erery year to siqyport the fiimOy of the German 
peasant, as they live, half that time. But the universally ac- 
cepted idea, that the average health of the whole people is 
greater than in America, is not confirmed by inqniry or obser- 
TaUon. The women of the dties do not look so pale and thin, 
but color and flesh are not always indications of health. The 
proportion is so great that you are inclined to think almost 
erery person yon meet is afflicted with salt^henm or scrofula, 
so covered are their faces with a dreadful humor, and the usual 
infirmities of humanity do not seem to be less common. Tlie 
delicate bloom and beauty for which American women are so 
renowned, is certainly Tery scarce ; but one rea8<m of this is, 
that wine and beer are used much more habitually, and must 
necessarily give to their skin a coarse texture, and ruin a fine 
complexion, if it is originally possessed. We have often heard 
American women gi?e this as a reason for luver indn^^ in 
wine, that it would make thm look so eoarse. 

The proportion of persons who are from birth or infancy de- 
formed, or who nerer pass the physical stature of children is 
startling. In the cities one cannot walk without meeting one 
at every few steps, and in Dresden and some other large towns, 
statistics give the proportion as one in every twelve. In Amer- 
ica these are very rare, and then as the result of accident, 
rather than inherited disease. In our intercourse with women 
of the higher and middle classes, we hear quite as much 
complaining, t^nd should not conclude we were among a pecu- 

31* 
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liarij healthy people, from anything we see or hear. Among 
the peasantry we can hardly jadge-^hey grow old so yoang, 

and their labor so disfigures them. In city and country, among 
the peasant girls, we are struck with the beaatiful glossy hair, 
which almost every one possenee, and the neatness with which 
it is combed and braided. It is evidently their peenliar pride, 
but where it is the custom for them to carry water, hay, manure, 
and everything upon their heads, ti)iey become bald upon the 
top very yonng, by the incessant IMction of the pail and bas- 
ket, and cannot keep it so neat. Those who work in the field, 
and yet have not the harvest labor to perform, seem very tough, 
bnt so often they look forlorn after attaining to middle life, that 
we cannot help thinking the severe toU of the field and the house, 
together with tlie exhausting penalties of womanhood, destroys 
their constitutioas, and before life's pilgrimage is half done 
dooms them to the gravo. 

The language of tiie OdettwaM is said to be middle German, 
though we do not exactly know whether this means half way 
between high and low German or not. But every district has 
its dialect, and those separated fay a forest, a riv«r, or a moan- 
tain, can scarcely nnderatand eaeh ot^er. Instead of saying 
Grossvater for grandfather, they say Herrc/ie, and for Grossmviter 
FrtuM. On the prairies of the west we have heard Grerman 
wives call their husbands Hit, when speaking of them, present 
or absent, instead of speaking their names. This is the way 
the Indian woman speaks of hers, and in no way can be induced 
to speak his name, considering it disrespectful In the Oden- 
wald the women reiterate continnally Er, he^ when talking of 
their husbands. And the men say md old, when speaking of 
their wives. This too we have heard often in America among 
. the descendant of Germans who spoke English — except that 
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they add another word and say, fny old mmm^ and sometimes 
merely wy woman. There is aboat the same difference in all 

things between the different German tribes, and their descend- 
ants, as between the dili'erent tribes of American ludians. In 
some respects they are the same eyerywhere, and there will 
always be foand some things pecaliar to each. 

Like tlie Indian too, the Odenwalder is very susj)icious of 
strangers, and very tenacious of his old customs, that have been 
handed down from his fathers. Bat towards those whom 
he knows to be fHends, he is cordial, commtmicatiye and 
obliging, and among those, wlio have almost every one a son or 
brother in America, we were in no danger of being treated with 
coldness. . Omr g^t trouble was that each one expected us to 
know his friends, though one was in New York and another in 
Wisconsin. In the family in which we were, four had gone to 
the New World, and were all so prosperous, that their letters 
were always filled with glad tidings, and the intelligence of the 
family concerning our country was much beyond that of many 
fine city people, who would consider themselves two or three 
ranks superior. As usual, they had the strong love of the Ger- 
man for their fatherland, but a bitter hatred of its tyrants. 
Very kindly they felt towards the people among whom their 
children had found home and friends and fortune, and in all our 
travels we have not found nobler hearts, united to that intel- 
ligence which always liberalizes, and never in our lives experi- 
enced more genuine and heartfelt kindness, which causes us to 
turn ever to that little spot as one of the brightest and sunniest 
in Germany. 
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WASHING — SAUERKRAUT — * HOUSE FURNIFUEE « HOUSEEEBFINa— • 

GIRLS GOING TO AMERICA — SCHOOL SYSTEM AND SCHOOLS— 
PAPEKS — ^MASTERS — EDUCATION OF GIRLS. 

After the ybtage and the harrest are fioished, commences the 
honse-cleaning and the preparations for the grand wash, and dniv 

ing October, one may sec everywhere tlie hiwus and the grass- 
plots covered with the snowy linen, and long Hues, forDiing miles 
of net-work by erery dimpling brook, and nnder every green tree. 

The harvests of linen are protected the same way as harvests 
of wheat. Durhig all the washing season, men are employed 
night and day to watch the groonds ; but are in this case paid 
by the families instead of the government, and receive a cent a 
wash ; bat each expects the articles under his supervision to be 
80 arranged that he can attend to several at a time, else this 

small sum would luit fay. If one family is so unfortunate as to 

• 

occupy the green alone, the watchman will not remain upon the 

premises nnless they will pay him the price of several. If they 
do not choose to do this every article must be taken in at night, 
and hung out agam in the morning. It is a curious sight, those 
throngs of busy women with great tubs and baskets of wet 
cloth, wending tlieir way to the brouk, wliere tliey may be seen 
with bare legs and feet, bare heads and bare arms, sousing and 
splashing in the cold water, then ringing, and shaking, and snap- 
ping and " hanging out to dry." What a laughing, and giggling 
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and gossiping among so many merry-hearted maidens, and then 
how clean and nice those piles of fine linen as they are gathered 

in heaps upon the yet green grass. The washerwomen go from 
family to family during all the autumn, and in every cue they 
commence their operation, at exactly twelve o^clock at night. 
From the great chests in the garret, where it has been collect- 
ing for half a year, the family bring the linen and deposit it 
iu the washroom, provide the £oap and lye, get the tabs and 
kettles in readiness and retire. At the appointed time, enter 
these weird sisters of the suds, and begin their task, which is to 
pour hot lye all night, draining it off as it cools and beating it 
over, till everything has been thos two or three times saturated 
with this boiling decoction; afterwards they are mbbed accord- 
ing to their necessities, rinsed and dried. If the running brook 
is near, the finishing touch is given in its limpid stream. So 
great pride have they in these stacks of fine linen that they 
sometimes borrow, and even sometimes hire, a quantity of a 
neighbor to fill their lines. This is their wealth, as fine dresses 
are of other people, or fine furniture, aud those who pass by 
ask of the watchman or the maidens, whose wash is that ? If 
it is wondrons large, and the qoality wondrons fine, it becomes 
the subject of village gossip, and those who possess it are set 
down as rich and thrifty housewives, as some whom we know 
are considered rich who have given great entertainments with 
borrowed china and silver. 

We inquired particularly concerning the expense, and learned 
' that for six in the family, two days will be requbed to finish the 
wash. They pay the women eighty cents a day, and must g^ve 
them plenty of coffee aud substantial food, aud with this and 
the lye and soap and extra fire, they reckon a six months' wash- 
ing to cost about three dollars I But a lady in the city told us 
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that she had her washing done in the house erery fortnight, 

rather than send it to the bleachers, because it was cheaper. 
It took a washerwoman two days, and she paid her twenty cents 
a day, and she of coorse found the soap and extra fire herself, 
and one of her servants assisted daring the whole time. If she 
sent it away, those who took it charged for these, and it 
amounted to more on the whole. But three or four dollars is 
certainly a very trifling expense for a six months' wash. Where 
I happened to be, a woman came in to do the starching also, 
and assist in the ironing, which was not included in the sum we 
mentioned. 

The country linen is mostly what in New England is called 

home madef and worn unbleached till It becomes white by con- 
continued washing. It is also coarse compared to that of the 

manufactories ; but wears a life time. During the autumn and 

winter, the little spinning wheel is the constant inmate of tho 

family-roQm of peasant and burgher, and we hare also seen it 

in many a city parlor, where the ladies sometimes have it made 

of ebony, and the cup to wet the thread, of silrer, and upon all, 

gay ribbons adorn the distaff, and a gay-colored paper or doth 

binds the flax to keep it clean and smooth. 

There must, of course, be great numbers of articles where the 

washing is done so seldom, and this species of wealth seems out 

of an proportion with eyeiy thing else. But notwithstanding the 

wealth and the poetry, we cannot help considering it a filthy 

custom, which will certainly vanish before the light of civilization. 

« 

Another grand operation is the making of Sauerkraut for the 
winter's use. For this they do not use cabbage alone, but also 

beans, and. sometimes turnips. Whatever the vegetable may 
be, it is first washed, trimmed, and if cabbage, cut in fine slices, 
and placed in a great barrel or tub ; first a layer of salt, though 
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not in great quantitie??, and then a layer of cabbage, till it is 
full ; but duriog the process the persons pack it tight with 
'great pounders, so that it is very solid, and then coders are 
placed upon the top, kept down with heavy stones. Thus a 
fermentation is produced which gives it an acid taste, and 
when rightly done and carefully kept it is not disagreeble to a 
strange palate, and one may soon learn to like it. When 
we beard the process described, we conid not help thinking the 
appellation, we heard given it by an Englishman, correct. 
He said it was nothing more nor less than rotten cabbage; but 
when we saw it, all unpleasant impressions were remored. It 
was clean and wholesome. In the city, few families make their 
own, but buy it of those who prepare it in large quantities for 
sale. When it is not rightly done, and fermentation is carried 
beyond the proper point, it is neither good nor healthy, so it 
becomes a nice art to make Saii,erkrauf* We liavc no doubt it 
was among the favorite dishes upon the table of Charlemagne, 
and very likely was made by the Germans of the days of Attila. 
In Frankfort it is the regular Friday dinner for all the people 
during the winter, but in the country it comes much oftener, as 
do also the boiled beef and salads^ for which they are so famous. 
Yet there is the same importance given to the cookery, and 
housekeeping talked of with the same ideas of the wondrous 
capacity it requires to perform its operations. One would think 

♦The regular cook-book receipt for making Sauerkraut is the following: "Take 
whitehead cabbage, cut out the Uiick, hard veina, and slit it as fine as possible. For a 
half-barrel take aerentj poondti or about thhrty-flTo large hea& of cabbage, one pound 
of Mlt, a quarter pound of eoaunln, half an ounce of tonnerie or a«flh»; ndz Ihcao 
with the salt, and aa the cabbage ii paekedt etrev It upon each lajer, and firom time 
to time use the pounder to press it tight. When the barrel Is fUl, place it In the eellart 
oover U with large.eabbage learea, place a board upon the top, and upon thli a hmrf 
•tone; It moat tiandflnuteea daja before II ifflt for om, and what Is taken out for din- 
ner must be aU eaten or put back In the barrel, aa It ia not good If U rcmaloa in the air.* 
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that all the mysterioos compounds might be learned in a week 
that are manofactnred in the course of a year ; yet we hear a 

girl of eighteen say she knows nothing yet of cookery, but will 
learn before she is married. Her sister has done the cooking 
dz yeaiSy ever once she left school, at fonrteen, and how She 
' oonid go in and ont every day and not learn herself, we do not 
understand. Every day without exception we have boiled beef, 
sometimes potatoes, and sometimes cabbage, and sometimes tor- 
nipe. Occasionally a piece of fried Teal or pork, and black 
bread. The table dishes are pewter, though one of common 
white earthen is given to the boarder or guest, as being more 
genteel, and the serving the same as every whei^ else — ^that i8» 
each one serves himself as he needs. If it is a burgher and not a 
peasant family, the house is large and commodious, all the un- 
occupied rooms are neat and in good order, and the unpainted 
floors sconred to perfect whiteness. In the parlor is a sofa oi 
hair-cloth, and in front of it the table covered with a fine red 
cloth, two bureaus, and cane-bottom chairs. Upon the bureans 
is the usual array of knicknacks which we see in every Ger- 
man parlor, being the gifts of Christmas, birth-days and name- 
days, little earthen men and women, all manner of designs in 
porcelain, china cups, and baskets of embroidered cards. 
Upon the walls in every room are pictures, and the ceiling 
over-head is painted in fresco, as it is everywhere among all 
classes above the peasantry. We have asked in some families 
the expense of these frescoed walls, and been told that in very 
ordinary houses, this alone costs from twelve to twenty dollars 
a room. It is very pretty, and in a sleeping room serves to 
amuse one who must lie in bed during the hours of day ; but 
for ourselves we should much prefer a carpet for. our feet, or 
many other comforts which this money would purchase, if the 
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condition of onr finances did not permit ns to indulge in e?ery 
liooiy. In the dining and fjEunily room, is a piano wluch is 
treated very much as. if it were a deal table, coyered with all 

iiiauuer of trumpery, 8o!Ied with dust and the drippiugs of 
tallow candles ; yet here has been educated one moaciany now 
a composer, and of coitisiderable reputation, in America, where he 
lias becu several years ; and here is another learning the same 
art, who is yet but eight years old, aud performs the most 
difficult pieces of Mozart, and plays the organ every Sunday 
in church, though his little feet cannot reach the pedals. The 
spiiuiing-wheel and piano keep time together, and the knitting- 
needles are everywhere. The gu*ls are not taught music, be- 
cause it would be considered a branch of education beyond 
their sphere in life, though one has a decided taste and talent 
for it. It is only necessary that girls should know how to 
keep house, and among those with whom they must associate, 
to mani^t an ambition for anything else would subject them to 
envy and reproach that would make any acquirement or ao- 
complishment a thoro. But the pai'euts have recovered from 
such narrow-mmded views, and we have often noticed when we 
met a family who had children in America, that they were 
more liberal, and infinitely more intelligent than others of the 
same class. The long letters w Inch are allowed to contain what 
newspapers dare not say, enlighten them, and in time prove good 
means of education. The housekeeping to which the daughters 
must sacrifice everything else, requires Ixit little of their time, 
and certainly requires but a very ordinary capacity, and among 
good housekeepers in England or America, would be called 
very far from excellent, as would be the case almost anywhere. 
It is the custom in the cities for the young ladies to be sent to 
practise a year with the cook of some large hotel, several hours 
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each day. When we ask why they do not learn at home, they 

answer that they do not have all kinds of cooking going on 
there, and besides, the servants do not like the trouble of them. 
Bat others say that those who serve their apprenticeship in this 
way learn only the higher departments, and when they have to 
attend to the doily wants of a small private family, are as 
ignorant as if they had not learned at all. In these cases the 
daughters take no interest in family afifoirs ahtil they are done 
going to school, and are strangers to every dnty of household 
economy. But after they have become young ladies, they 
spend a year in fitting themselres for housekeepers. Often 
when a young lady has become betrothed, you hear it sud she 
has gone to spend six months, or a year, in learning to cook. 
This is certaialy better than not to learn at all ; but if they 
were to practise a little CTeiy day at home, dunng their 
girlhood, they would become better fitted for all the duties of 
the household. It is this great parade and talk of the Ger- 
man ladies, about their housekeeping, that has given them 
the renown of excelling all others. We know very many 
ladies in New England who have nerer talked an hour in their 
lives about their household duties, and yet have them performed 
to perfection ; who employ the same number of servants as 
German ladies of the same rank, and have better dinners and 
much more tasteful and well arranged tables, without ever 
cooking themselves. To say that a lady who is able to have 
servants must cook herself, is the same as to say the President 
of the United States must be his own secretary, in order that 
his penmanship may bo well executed. He is expected to 
have a bead that can comprehend the duties of many depart^ 
ments and see that they are well filled, but not to perform the 
labor himself. 
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We hear the same talk about learning to sew, and girls 
eighteen and twenty have not yet learned to cut shirts and 
drawers, and go to their mothers every few minutes to be shown 
bow to turn corners and fit different parts together, which we 
have seen done by American girls of thirteen, without tiiinking 
it was any great accomplishincut. But all America is judged 
by what travelers see at hotels in New York. It is the univer- 
sal belief in (Germany that American children are not required 
to obey their pareuts, but go and come night and day, exactly 
as they please. A great i)roportioa of those iu New England 
would be glad if this were somewhere near the truth ; but there, 
as here, the fault Hes in a different direction — ^ui too setere a 
discipline, which ruius more children than excessiye indulgence, 
or perhaps it would be more correct to say the discipline is not 
of the right kind. 

It is very amusing to bear a German mother talk with her 
daughters about matrimony. On learning that two of her girls 
were to be seat soon to America, we asked, " What do you ex- 
pect them to do there 

** We hope they will get married. There is little prospect 
that they will here, young men are so poor ; and we have no 
dowries for our daughters. Besides, fire hundred young men 
have gone firom this town to America, and five hundred more 
would go if they had the means." 

We hardly knew what to answer, as we were well aware that 
plenty of girls were in the same anxious suspense the other side 
of the water, though they would not so frankly acknowledge it 
I^ut we find no fault with this frankness, and do not think the 
mothers or daughters who talk in this open way of what they 
hope and plan, are less delicate than those who, in simiUr oi^ 
cnmstances, would think it necessary to deny that they eyer- 
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thought of marrjiug, or bad any wish to, kuowiug all the time, as 
does every one elsu, that they are speaking falsehood. Bat the 
fault is, that they are taught no other way of living. We veo- 
turod to tell tbein it was possible they might not get married 
there, but if they would learu music or aujthiug else thoroughly, 
they would find no difficolty in taking care of themselves, and 
labor wonld not be any degradation to them. It had never 
occurred to them to fit themselves for teachers, as all the coun- 
try schools are taught by men, and a woman would be thought 
as much out of her sphere in the schoolroom as in the forum 
in Germany. We have visited many of these schools, and 
thought how iufmitely better off would be the little ones with 
some gentl&-hearted woman. But where more young men with 
a university education are waiting for the teacherships than 
there are places to be filled, and have no other way of earning 
their livelihood, and no practical kuowledge of anything in life, 
it cannot be expected that they will allow women to become 
their rivals. 

The school system is everywhere the same, as each govera- 
meut has adopted that instituted by King Frederick William 
III., when he ordained that the people should no longer be serfs; 
and provided for their education. His intentions were evidently 
good, though there is a little inconsistency in teaching people 
to read, and then forbidding them to exercise the power when 
they have acquired it, and even this seems quite unnecessary, 
where neither books nor papers are within the means of the 
people. Had they full permission to read all they could get, 
they would be little injured by kuowledge, so dear is everything 
printed in this land where printing had its birth. The present 
king of Prussia, in his premature old age and imbecility, has 
placed more restrictions upon the liberty of the press thau any 
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of his predecessors, requiring every colporteur wlio passes 
through his dommious to be searched, lest some opiuiou dispar* 
aging to tyrannj should find its way among his subjects. 

The school books are as carefully pruned as the newspapers, 
from anything tainted with liberalism, and are of course very 
simple in their contents, as all the children leave school at 
the age of fourteen. Some teachers seemed eminently fitted 
for their dnties, and the children well instmcted In the rudi- 
ments of arithmetic, geography, drawing, and natural history, 
which is all that is attempted. Mosic is tanght scientifically, 
and the notes always furnished of all that is sung. But it is 
also required that sewing and knitting be taught, and the first 
hour of every afternoon a woman has charge of the school, or 
of the girls, and they are busied with every description of 
needlework. 

The discipline was very much after the old fiishion of cuffing 
and knocking, dud the schoolrooms small and ill ventilated. 
The children assemble at seven in the morning in summer and 
leave at eleven, and from one to three in the afternoon. They 
read iu cuiicert, and recited the iimliiplicatioii table, wliicli to 
our cars was very amusing. Zwd mal zwei siiid vicr. Elf mal 
zwd sind zwd md zwanzig. It seemed impossible it could be 
correct, but when we repeated it in English they laughed so 
inordinately and were so incredulous that we could only con- 
clude habit alone at fault. There is a superinteudeut In every 
district, who visits the schools at stated seasons, and one hap- 
pened in whilst we were present. He listened to their exercises, 
and said some pleasant word to each, exhorting them all at the 
close to diligence and obedience. Our companion at the time 
was the young girl who had been educated in America, and we 
could not help wishing she could exercise the office of teacher, 
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for which she nhowed herself so well fitted hj the assistance 

and explanations she rendered those who would listen to lier. 
But knowledge did not add to her usefalness or happiness in her 
fatherland. Every daj some gossip came to her father to say 
how he had rained his danghter by allowing her to stady, she 
wonld never be a good housekeeper and never get married, and 
while she had elevated herself above the rank in which she was 
born, she still could not step out of it, and however intelligent 
or ladylike, she could not be received into one above, because 
she was born a ^peasant. Every day she wept bitterly to \i;o l )uck, 
where she was free to become what slie chose, and where 
society allowed women so many more privileges, and placed no 
barriers in the way of any. 

The schools we visited were in Catholic districts, and once 
also a priest camo in, who examined and encouraged the 
pupils to diligence with not less seeming interest than a Protest- 
ant clergymen, and in no respect that we can discover, does the 
state of education differ among those of one creed or another, 
or the intelligence of the people. 

We were present when a family in this city received a letter 
from a son and a brother, who had been some years in America, 
and having lost his wife, was urged to return to his friends. 
He said No, never ; this is the land of my adoption and the 
land of my choice, and here I have Mends whose worth you 
cannot imagine ; who have been kind to me in poverty and 
sickness, and who would be paixuts, brothers, and friends to 
my children were I to die. I would not be guilty of placing 
them under the care of a German schoolmaster, to suffer as I 
did when a boy. No ; this is the land of their birth, and I 
shall not take the responsibility of removing them from an 
atmosphere of freedom to one of tyranny and slavery." The 
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lady who received it said it was trae the teachers were despotic 
and unfeeling; bat oar ioference woald be that it was the 
same with them as with every other official who was not ac- 
countable to the people among whom he labored, the parents 
of the children where he taught, bat to some far-off power, 
whose ear could not be reached but by emissaries, and who 
was not likely to listen to complaints against servants who 
were faithful to him and endangered not his throne. 

There is little to stimulate ambition among the peasantry. 
They do not see any particular benefit. of knowledge, and care 
not to exert themselves to acquire what brings them neitlicr 
pleasure nor other reward. It is rare to see a book of any 
kind in their houses, and few of them can afford even the little 
Zeituiig, aboat a foot square, which the cities famish. Fami- 
lies ill the city, who indulge in many other luxuries, do not con- 
sider a ^pcr within their means, as necessary to their intelli- 
gence ; while families of the same means, or less, in America, 
woald take two or three. In southern Gkrmany, we saw no 
children's papers, and could not learn that any existed, except 
two or three in llamburg and Bremen. When we expressed 
our surprise at this, a lady was equally astonished that such a 
provision should be thought at all necessary for children, who 
had to go to school and study, and had no time to read. There 
are very respectable seientihc and literary periodicals for the 
learned ; but nothing like a newspa^ exists m the whole Oou* 
federation. 

Postage is so high that few can afford to write letters, and 
paper also is beyond the reach of the poor. In England, cheap 
postage has done more than all the schools towards educating 
the people. In Germany, the police force the children into school 
against their will. In England, they are left to do as they 
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please ; but since they experience & benefit which every day 
gladdens thousands of hearts, in the penny paper and penny 
letter, nothing more is needed to spur them to exertion which 
can prepare them to avail themselves of these blessings; 

Girls in the city leave school also at fourteen ; but after that 
time have " masters." A young lady came to board iu the 
family where we were, m order to be edocated. In onr sim- 
plicity we asked if she were going to school ; at which the 
Icdy who was to have the care of her was almost insulted, and 
replied : " Young ladies do not stay in school in Germany, 
till they are married." Upon which followed quite a stormy 
debate between ns, as we conld not understand why it was any 
more degrading to attend school than to have " masters." 
She said the girls in Germany learned mathematics and physics. 
I taked if she supposed they did not in America ? She said, 
to be sure, she had always heard that those who wished to 
educate their daughters in these branches, sent them to Ger- 
many ; that there were no masters capable of teaching such 
things among us. We thought of President Day, and Davies, 
and Loomis ; but our knowledge of the language was not 
equal to instructing her in the common items of newspaper 
intelligence, with which she would have been familiar, if she 
had been in the habit of readmg them. But though she was 
very profound in mathematics and physics, she was very igno- 
rant of all common and practical knowledge, and really 
believed the almanac-maker could predict the weather with 
certainty. The process which the young ladies go through in 
being educated, is like everything else where there is no free- 
dom of thought and speech, and where there can be very little 
use of knowledge. It is a mechanical process, which is a great 
weariness to the flesh without sufficient compensation. 
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A gentleman went to America to make his fortane, and 

settled iu a western city. After many years, he returned to 
Germany, to educate his children, saying it was impossible in 
the United States, anywhere, to give them advantages. 
" Masters " were not to be obtained at any price, and neither 
are they in Germany, except in the cities. No family, two 
miles from any university, to?ni or capital, conld give their 
children anything more than a common school edncation, which 
is nowhere so good as iu America, unless they have tutors in 
the family for each branch. We know a young lady who 
had at one time mne " masters^" and many American girls here, 
whose totors cost more than their board, clothes, and all other 
expenses. Yet it is possible for a family to take up their 
abode in the region of a university, and educate half a dozen 
children with less expense than could be done in America ; but 
they must live very qnietly, and be content with poor lodgings 
and simple food, such us they would not be contented with in 
America. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

DIT18I0N OF LAND — TAXES — HABITS OF LIFE — BBUNNEN — VILLAGE 
Un — SOBNB AT THE BRUNNBN — JL KEEnNO AND A MABBUGE. 

Whebe the land is owned in small proprietorships, the 
continual snbdiyisions among large families reduce them at 

length to very narrow limits, an evil, for whicb, however, 
there seems to be no remedy, except a return to the old 
law of inheritaooe, making the oldest son or child heir of 
all, to which no people will ever submit after once having 
tasted the independence whicb even a little bit of land confers. 

In England the land is still possessed by about six hundred 
families, while in some parts of Rhenish Prussia there are six 
thousand new divisions every year t and the whole is divided 
into more than twelve millions of parcels, some of which con- 
tain scarcdy an acre, and some only twenty rods, and are con> 
sidered large when of three hundred acres in extent. A pro- 
prietor mast pay the amount of sixty dollars in taxes in order 
to be entitled to hold the office of provincial depaty, and 
scarcely five hundred proprietors pay this sum. Many pay not 
more than ibl dollar, and some parcels pay not more than a 
penny a year. Many of the landowners have not so much 
money, and live not so comfortably as those who work upon 
the large farms of England and Scotland for daily wages, yet 

they would not exchange situations. All the toil that is 
see 
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• expended upoa a potato patch is so much money at interest. 
It improyes the land, which every year increasea in valne, and 
is a certain dependence in case of sickness or calamity. A 
much larger number can be fed and clothed from the profits of 
the same soil when owned by many than by few ; but it is 
impossible with this constant division for a few to become rich, 
or that there sbonld be any material improvement in the condi- 
tion of the whole. They live from year to year, and from 
century to century in the same way. All are upon an equality, 
as we have seen in Norway, and there is nothing to create 
rivalry and competition. In Gmiany this is one great canse 
of emigration. When the father dies, and the farm must be 
divided, the share of each is so small, that one or two are 
induced to sell ont to the others and seeic a home'jn a new 
conntry. Bnt to pay the money, the one who remains most 
make great sacrifices, and will not, iu many years, be able to 
add comforts to his house, or improvements to his land, and 
is therefore little better off for the increase of its dimensions. 
We find, too, in low as in high life, marriages are often con- 
tracted between those whose lands join, and " How much will 
ber &ther give her ?" is the question of the peasant as well as 
the pruioe when his heart is inclined towards a pretty maiden. 
Many practise self-denial, and devote their lives to the severest 
toil, in order to lay up for their daughters a dowry that shall 
tempt a husband ; otherwise they will never get married. 

Yet it often occurs that forms are sold for debt, and often that 
a drought, or hailstorm, or sickness, or fire reduces these small 
proprietors from poverty to wretchedness, and the hammer of 
the aactioneer is heard in front of a humble cot, where a bed, 
a few chairs, some kettles, a cow, and a pig are all that can be 
set in array to tempt purchasers. What becomes of those who 
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are thus deprived of llieir little all — an all that Wius so little — • 
we hardly know. Thej disappear, aud, like all the anfortaiiatey 
are rood forgotten. 

The taxes are nearly the same In all other parts of Germany * 
as in Prussia, and are imposed upon journeyiuen according to 
theur earnings, and upon all trade according to the profits. 
Besides a poll4az of one dollar npon every man — even the 
lowest day laborer — every person mast have a license to open 
a shop of any kind, and also a school, and no person is allowed 
to trade or teach withont permission, and most pay for the 
license. There is the tariff npon all fore%n goods, of course, 
and also a tax npon all home-made — npon salt, paper, lard, 
home-made spirits, malt, home-made wine, and upon tobacco- 
leaves — a- tax npon meal, and license necessary to grind it— a 
tax npon meat, and license to slaughter. One-fifth of the dear 
annual produce of the land goes to government, except in case 
of privileged nobles, who pay only one-sixth. 

The taxable population is divided into four classes : Ist, the' 
large cities, which are nine in number ; 2d, small towns, which 
are 132 in number ; 3d, all towns of more than 1,500 inhabi- 
tants ; and, 4th, all small towns and country. Then the people 
are divided into six classes, who pay a household tax according 
to then* position, the highest four dollars, and the lowest one 
groschen. The personal tax is paid within tlie first three days 
of every mouth, and if not paid at that time, is increased. 

The meal tax includes all kinds of grain, beans, peas, etc., 
and no quantity under a hundred pounds can be ground. The 
tax upon each hundred pounds of wheat is about thirty-six 
cents, and upon the same quantity of other grain about twelve 
cents. The tax npon one hundred pounds of meat is one 

* Austria ia never included when we speak of tiermany, finlefls particularly ipeclfle^ 
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• dollar. The tax upon trade includes all kinds of busiticss, incr- 
chauts, millers, innkeepers, ship-builderii uud masters, handi- 
crafts, etc Bat position and preferment are not conferred 
aoGordiDg to snooess in any bosiness. The merchant may get 
rich, but this will not bring him to any greater honor, or elevate 
his social position. Ue may enjoy his wealth, but his hav- 
ing shown skill and energy in one department of life, is no 
reason for elevating him to another, which wonld increase his 
social influence. Everything is done hy the police to prevent 
the servants and lower order of mechanics and tradesmeu ixom 
changing their calling, or in any way elevating their position, 
and all the way up it is the same. All who fill offices or hold 
government places must be educated with reference to them, 
and kept as a class apart from the people. A father who has 
sons asks them when they leave school what trade or profession 
they will follow, and when they have chosen, it is for life, how- 
ever anfit they may find themselves for the duties they may be 
called to perform. 

That there is so little advance in what pertains to comfort in 
their homes, may be partly ascribed to the habits which the 
men form in barracks, where they are all obliged to spend three 
years. They learn to practise neatness and order in some 
respects, bnt must live in a very coarse way, as regards per- 
sonal comfbrt and gratificatioD. Their becis and tables are of 
the rudest kind, and the Tness is served out to them with the 
coarsest utensils. They become accostomed to coarse, mde 
things, and when they have homes, do not feel the necessity of 
better. They have, perhaps, frequented galleries of fine arts, 
and become amateurs. They have lounged in public gardens, 
and learned to admire fine mnsic and fine ladies, bat fine arti- 
cles for their sleeping-rooms, and upon their tables and floors. 
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tbey do uot miss themselves, and their families do oot, of course, 
having neyer been provided with them. 

The eafii^ where the gentlemen meet to amoke and talk 
about business, are usually very handsome in cities, and the 
railroad dijj^ts aud all public buildings are ou a grand and com- 
modious scale, and though we have philosophized apon it so 
much, we still marvel and wonder how they can consider these 
so necessary, and be so content with the dark alleys and stair- 
cases, and bare walls of their own domiciles. 

Another reason why they remain from century to century the 
same is, that they go so little abroad. All summer they 
migrate from watering-place to wateriug-place within their 
own borders, where they sec nothing new. Those of the north 
find their own houses and way of living much in advance of 
those of the south, and from the Rhine to the Volga there is 
little variation. Those who compose the court circle in every 
principality are a class by themselves, and no degree of wealth 
or merit entitles one to be admitted within its precincts. There 
is nothing to excite the ambition of those below to become in 
manners or style of living like those above, as the barrier is 
impassable which separates them. But an English author says 
the mann^ of the nobility are in no respect superior to those 
of the bourgeois. It is impossible to tell a lordly baron from a 
dealer in merchandise, wliom he despises, by anything in his 
conversation or deportment. His instincts are no more refined, 
and in the gratification of his daily wants he exhibits no higher 
standard of taste than those several grades below him, accord- 
ing to society's dehuitions of rank and titles. 

Thousands and hundreds of thousands of dollars had been 
' spent in Berlin upon architecture and art before they thought 
to have aqueducts and sewers, so that beneath these Hue statues 
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and palace windows were coDtinoallj ranmng most filthy and 
offensiFe streams, over wbicli an Englishman wonders that even 
men of bronze and marble do not hold their noses. It is only 
within four or five years that this nuisance has been removed, 
and not till long after the Croton aqueduct had brought the 
blessed fountain to every house in New York. Which is, on the 
whole, the noblest work of art, a statue or an aqueduct? But 
in all the country villaj^^es of southern Germany there is the \ 
most generous provision for cleanliness in the eYer-mnning 
streams of water. The BRumnENS — ^they will linger forever 
among our plcasantcst associations with country life in Germany. 

It was in the early golden autumn days that we found our- 
selves ui a little inn of one of the most beautiful of the rural 
districts of the Duchy of Nassau. The first sound that greeted 
our ears was the music of the running water, mingled with the 
happy voices of children, the quc-qua of ducks, the squawling 
of geese, and the lowing of kine. We looked out, and there it 
was, indeed, the Bnmnen, wLich has been immortalised by 
Goethe, and serves for warp and 2voof of a thousand stories 
for those who weave romances from real life among the rural 
scenes of their fatherland. 

There is first, a great reddish brown stone reservoir with 
two large stone troughs, extending from each side, full of clear 
water. From the centre rises a large square pillar, from the 
front of which proceeds the stream, never ceasing in its flow, 
and several inches in circumference, which falls into the basin 
below, and makes the only music perhaps of which the ear 
never tires. From grooves at the ends of the troughs the 
superfluous supply is carried off, and finds its way into neatly 
paved drains upon each side of the street, which we can trace 
for half a mile, when the streams are lost in u runuing brook 
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that winds ia a silver thread throagb greeo fields aud luxariant 
gardens. 

It ^Y;ls uoon when we first cast a hasty glance npon the 
Bceae, aud then, as every day afterwards, the cows were driven 
down to drink, the oxen and the horses came from the field 
and slaked their thirst in the crystal fonntain, the maidens 
came to fill their pitchers, and the children stopped to splash 
their naked feet upon the stones. We can never forget the ex- 
hilaration which thrilled us as we looked npon this viUage scene. 

The Tillage itself is far from pretty, having been bnQt in 
those dark days when everything was dingy and dark. The 
houses standing close together, and close to the streets which 
are narrow and gloomy, with miserable rough pavements, that 
give yon the feeling that yon are walking upon thorns, and are 
every moment liable to a misstep which may send you head- 
longi But we are quite inclined to forgive the stupid people 
who built the bouses and made the pavements, having seen the 
Brunnens, and enjoyed the beauty of the fields and lanes. 
Here we are reminded of New England, and in many a valley, 
and upon many a hill-top might easily Imagine ourselves at 
horn ! Oh, how beautiful I It is the time of the utmost per- 
fection of every thing in nature, and before even a loaf or green 
blade is tinged with the symptoms of decay. The principal 
features of rural life must be everywhere the same. The fields 
must be ploughed, the seed must be sown, the harvests 
gathered wherever " oats, peas, beans aud barley grow." 

" The mower wbets his aoythe, 
And the milkmaid ein^eth blithe," 

and the " coW-boy whistles as he goes,** very much in the old 
world as in the new. But — 
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" The little boy that tends the eheep 
Under the hay-cook fiMSt asleep^** 

is not to be found just here, though far to the north and &r to 
the south, we hare seen even him, for in those parts may be 
still found large tracts devoted entirely to grazing, and the 
little boys and girls who attend school in the autumn and win- 
ter, go forth in the sommer with the shepherd's crook, and 
wander all the day among the hills. Here are no lowing kine 
or bleating sheep, because it is more profitabK^ to keep them in 
the stalls. But there is the ploughman plodding wearily on 
his way, and more wearily we think, that his plough is a cnm- 
bersome thing, and the carts jnmble and rattle over the stony 
street in a more lumbering fashion, because they are heavy 
and unwieldy in their construction, and the hoes and shorels 
mnst be of themselTcs a weight. What a cnrions sight to see 
women with these implements upon their shoulders, or goad- 
stick in hand, caUiug haw buck, and gcc hci" for we presume 
these terms " like love and beef-steak, are the same in all 
languages.'' They are in costume, too ; but what a costume ! 
a petticoat, and shirt with short sleeves, with suspenders across 
the back — no stockings, shoes or coiffure. This is then: every- 
day working gear. On Sunday morning they may all be seen 
wendmg their way to the village church, in a neat dress, which 
partakes more of Parisian fashions, and a pretty shawl, with 
the prayer-book in their hands ; some with bonnets and some 
without. There is something of the quiet air of a New England 
Sabbath, though nowhere in (Germany is it recognized as holy 
time after morning service. 

The chimes of this village church ring through the welkin 
with a pecaliar sweetness, and we afterwards heard were 
scarcely equalled by those of any cathedral. We heard them 
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first when roving^ tax away in the yalley, on Satorday evening, 
when the sound of the raill-whcel was hushed, and the " tired 
laborer hied bim home/' when the ^irds had ceased their war- 
blmg, and no other liTmg sound broke upon the stilbiess. Our 
companion that evening, was a young Catholic girl of the village, 
and at the first note of their solemn peal^ she knelt down and 
crossed herself, and this did every one whom we saw, whilst 
they were ringing. Neither religion nor education prompted 
ns to a similar manifestation of devotion, but there came upon 
onr spirits a softer tone, and a thousand sweet associations cnme 
sprmging up to give mellowness to our feelings, and bid the 
silent tear to flow." Yet — 

** It ia not grief that bids me moan, 
It is that I am all alone.'* 

On Saturday afternoon, the children who are " let loose from 

school," or rather the little girls, are employed in cleaning the 
streets, and before sunset they are all neatly swept, the stones 
around the Brwmm are newly washed, and the Sabbath rest 
has already commenced. Early in the morning we hear again 
the chimes, and when we look forth there is no sign of toil ; but 
a well-dressed, quiet throng, going up to the house of God. 
Again at eleven they answer the same summons, and a few go 
agam in the afternoon ; but this is not required. It -is a holi* 
day, and walking, riding, and paying visits, are among its jtrivi- 
leges ; but though we have walked the whole circle of the vil- 
lage, and rode many miles in the surroundmg country, we have 
seen nothing that is offensive. In some hall or hut, we doubt not, 
there is a village dance, which on Sunday or other day, would 
strike us as revolting ; but wc must enter in order to be trou- 
bled by it. In this little town of perhaps two thousand in- 
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habitauts, there are also four public gardens, where are seats 
and tables, and in the house a^'oimng, wine and beer for those 
who wish to bny. Many assemble here to drink and talk ; bat 
an is orderly, and a few are strolling through the fields. Bnt 
we hear no sound of mirth or revelry, and all have a deceut re- 
respectable look, that inclines as to class them above the lower 
orders of peasantry to be foond in many other places. Some 
of the new houses in the suburbs have something of the plea- 
sant cottage air, which is seen among the German population 
of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Bnt, however old and dingy 
the habitation, flowers may be seen blooming in every window, 
and in every room there will hang rude pictures, gaudy with 
the bright red and yellow tints, which please the eyes of 
children. 

How soothing is this Sabbath stillness 1 How sweet the 

rest and leisure to the weary. 

On Monday morning, the first sound that greets our ear is 
the blacksmith's hammer. The day has scarcely dammed, and 
we look oat to see how a little village in Germany wakes up. 
It is not long before the hay-makers and harvesters arc out, the 
mill-wheel is splashing in the stream, the geese come waddling 
to the rill, and all is busy life and bustle again. All day it is 
one continnons throng of women to the Brunnen. They come to 
fill their krugs or jugs, which are of stone, and large enough to 
hold a gallon or two — sometimes with large tubs of vegetables 
to wash, especially great quantities of lettoce and isresses, which 
are soused in the troughs, and rinsed a dozen times without 
reference to the quantity of water, where it is furnished by a 
stream that might turn a mill, and sometimes they wash them- 
selves, and the little ones, with round, r^ rosy cheeks, that 
waddlo along holding by the mother's apron. Often she carriet 
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an infant in her arms, u [)ail of water opon ber bead, and has two 
balancing themselves by her dress. We have won the glances 
of a bright^jed little hoy bj dropi»Qg him a kreiUzer, and the 
mother gives ns a friendly greeting, bdog flattered like all 
mothers, by the preference we bestow upon those she loves bet- 
ter than herself. What a place for gossip, what a retailing of 
all the news and scandal a village can fiinush, as thej meet^ 
sometioMS two and sometunes twenty, every half boor. How 
well we understand the- pictares o( the poem, and the romance 
as they whisper, and hush, and look sliiy round. Goethe had 
looked npon jost sack a soene when he wrote those lines in 
Fausif where two girls met to fiU their kmgs, and one who 
needs no evil tongue to sting her heart, and make her blush 
for shame, is accosted by the other with a look and word that 
are like the dagger's point : 

" Licschen — * Efaat tliou licard notliing about Barbelchen?* 
" Gretchen — * Not a word : I go so little out of doors.' 
"Liesch^n — ''Tis fact; Sybilla told it to mc herself tO^y. She's 
played the fool at bat, aad so end all her fine lady airs." 

It was to just such village beau^ties that Goethe himself 
professed the love he did not feel, and made the vows he never 
meant to keep. 

What a rendezvous it is for lovers, too, so well they can 
plan a meeting, speak in low accents what the splashmg krag 
shall drown to other ears, and steal away 

** As Ught of wing and gay of heart • 
As £dea*s garden bird." 

At noon, as we said before, the cows are driven down to 
drink, and the laborers return from the field, one and all stop- 
pmg to get ft dnm|;ht| op to perform their ablations at the 
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foantain. The water itself is like silk or velvet to the skin, 
and giyes a dear hue to the complezton, and is also sweet to 
the taste. We cannot leara who supplied these aqueducts, and 
have no idea how long they have flowed, but it was some g^ood 
genius that thought to bestow such a blessing ou the poor. 
Brwmm masters are appouited in eyeiy Tillage to see that 
they are kept in order, and at certain times tbey are cleaned, 
and new overseers take the place of the old. Then there is a 
feast, for which the children go through the village and collect 
eggs, which thej lay npon green Iwr^B, in a basket ornamented 
with field flowers, till evening, when they are roasted, and a 
great supper is given. 

It was by this same Brumen that we stood with the young 
peasant gki who had been onr companion in all onr summer 
jonrneyiugs, when a young man happened to stop there, too, 
for a glass of nature's nectar. We were speaking English 
without a thought that he would uuderstand us, when a smile 
betrayed that it was no strange language to his ears. His 
answer to onr inquiry rcTealed that he, too, bad been in 
America. 

" And why have you come back 'i" we asked. 

" Come back to get a wife," he said. 

"But conld yon not find such a commodity in America, 
that you must come so far and spend so much money to 
obtain it V 

** Yes ; but I wish to be sure that she is respectable, and we 
never know what those may be whom we find there. I cannot 
tell what sort of home they will make till I know what sort of 
home they have left.'' 

And so we learned that he had been seven years on a west- 
em prairie, to which he went a penniless youth, and becamo 
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able to spend several hundred dollars in returning to the land 
of his birth to gladdeu an aged father before he should lay his 
bead in the graye, and awake the voice of gladness in the cot 
of his yontb, before it shonld be made qnite desolate by the 
grim messenger before whose ruthless scythe all men must full. 

Bat here he had been three months and had not yet found a 
wife. ''There were not bo many pretty gnls/' he said, "at 
the Brwmen now a-days as there were before be went away." 
But we could not help thinking the change was owing to the 
different ideas of beauty which he had formed, and as they ap- 
peared in their working dresses, and went through the dusty 
street with the water dripping from their heads to their feet, 
he could not believe a "neat handed Phillis" could be found 
among them, thongh in his boyhood, at the Brumen or in the 
village dance, they had seemed only bright-eyed and merry- 
hearted maidens, to whom his boyish love made no objection. 

But now he was no longer a peasant boy nor a peasant man, 
bat a citisen of a Republic, where he could become a man of 
wealth and influence, and no one would ask in what rank he 
had his birth. His ambition had evidently experienced a little 
of the mushroom growth which would be natural from a 
sadden transition to freedom, and a wide field of hope and 
promise, but it was evkient that the spirit of young America 
had been infused into the sluggish blood of the German youth, 
and industry and energy would not fail to obtain what he had 
learned were their sure reward on prairie soil. 

But I began to think, from the stolen glances of a pair of 
dark eyes, that I was in some danger of seeing my little maiden 
transported, and with a friendly invitation that he would call 
and see me before he returned to my fatherland, I said good 
• bye. 
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Njt long after we had returned to the city, he fulfilled his 
promise, but we were not flattered with hearing that my polite- 
ness had given him courage to come. We had not mUtdcen 
the purport of those glances, and now he wonld know if there 
was any reason why he should not win the heart of the ** blue- 
eyed Mary," whom he had concluded would make exactly the wife 
he had come so far to find. It was a conelosion which did him 
no evil in onr eyes, and we could not deny that he had used 
bis eyes to very good purpose. Our selfish interests would have 
prompted us to bid him go elsewhere ; but as we had often 
thought onrselvesy what a nice, thrifty little housewife she 
would make, if transplanted to some Tine-trellised American 
cottage, and what a bright blooming flower she would be her- 
self in an atmosphere of freedom, we coald not be guilty of 
saying "nay," though it would be the greatest affliction we 
coald experience in a strange land. She was pretty, with the 
bright fresh hue of innocence and health, and three years in 
England, and three years in an American family, where she 
had experienced the kindness of friends, had developed her in- 
telligence beyond that of many a fine lady, and in no bred and 
born lady did we ever meet more refined and delicate instincts. 
During days and weeks of daily interconrse we had found her a 
companion invalnable for what she could tell ns of her people, 
and to be trusted to any extent with untold gold. We had, 
therefore, only to say, she was worthy the love of any prince 
of the land, and still we knew that in her own she must ever 
remain a peasant. If he could prove his title to claim so pre- 
cious a jewel, to be intrusted to him and him alone, a thousand 
miles away, he was at liberty to try his skill in winning her 
' love. The days of courtship we wOl pass by, though it was not 
the least among onr unexpected pleasures to share the confi- 
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dence of two young loving hearts, and be admitted to all their 
secret counsels while passing the happy season of preparation. 

The betrothal took place in the peasant father's home, where 
we saw him place his hand upon the yoathful heads and give 
them his hearty blessing, and for the wedding we assembled in 
the salon of an American consul, who performed the ceremony, 
as the Amerioan law xeqnireB, in considering it a dvil contract^ 
when a dergyman of the independent Lutheran chnreh joined 
them in holy matrimony, as is costomary, in consideration of 
its being a religious bood. A pleasant party of many who 
knew and loved her, assembled to offer their congratulations, 
and present some testunonial which shoold seenre her a welcome 
in the " land she was going to.** 

Ho peasant girl would think herself lawfully married without 
a wedding dress, a wreath, a dance, and a feast Onr little 
apple-blossom bride appeared .in a doad of white mnslin which 
might have graced a princess, and for the dance they repaii*ed 
to their village home. After a few festal days, which were cele- 
brated in tme German oonntry fashion, we saw them on the 
ship which was to bear them to "loved New England^s shores,'' 
and waved a last adieu to all we had then learned to love 
among a strange people, feeling with the bitterness of the first 
pang, what it was to be alone* 



GHAFTEB XIX 

THE BLACK POSTILLIONS — ^FABK-BOUSES — FOOD — ^WOMEN 

AND COWS WINDMILLS A GERMAN YAXKKK PORCELAIN 

STOVES — A HOTHEB, BUT NOT MABBI£]>~-BRAU)INa STBAW — 
CLOCKS — THE TAZ-aATHERBB — ^INNS — ^BOABDING-HOUSES. 

TwENTT years ago, when Howitt wrote his " Rural life In 

Germany," iu describing liis trip to the IJlack Forest he says : 
" Our postillion wore a light yellow jacket, cat like a foot 
soldier's coat, toroed up with red, and the seams corded with 
red. Under the left arm he carried a horn, and at his back the 
tassels of the horu-bclt stood oat like two great cauliflowers 
dipped in red dye, which go sorgiog and bobbing in corre&- 
j^ndence with the motion of the carriage. When it is wet or 
cold he pat on a great coat, bnt the caaliflowers are palled 
up and stick out at the back of the neck. Ilis boots are a [)art 
of his trousers, the leather commencmg abont half way between 
the thigh and knee — a black glazed hat with broad white brim 
and a heavy whip completes the costume." 

One cold foggy morning, we hastened at an early hour to the 
station at Freiburg, and entered exactly such an EUwagm as 
he also describes, which is a narrow oblong coach, hung high in 
the air, with black leather top and yellow wooden bottom, 
divided into two compartments as entirely distinct as if they 
belonged to separate carriages, in the first of which are seats 
for four, and in the second for two, with no means of command 
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cation between. The fog was so dense that we did not at first 
see the postillioD, or anything else three feet from the window, 
bat when a long hill obliged hun to descend ftom his " high 
estate," there he was, to be sure, with his yellow coat and cauli- 
flowers, ezactlj as he had been for half a century, and perhaps 
for a cSitory and a half, or ever since the Thirty Years War. 
The mass of flesh and blood within mast now and then be re- 
newed, and in this case it could not have been long since there 
was a change, as the yonthfal, chnbby face indicated a form 
whidi had not been many years in such harness. But the pos- 
tillion has an identity distinct from the man, and the cOachracn 
as a class have so marked a physiognomy, and a uniform exactly 
* to correspond, that we have never been able to distiognish one 
from another, or call any man by his name. When one dies, 
another takes his place, wears the same coat and hat, and cracks 
his whip with the same ffi/sto. And these whips make exactly 
the same mnsic, whether flonrished in Frdssia or Bavaria, on 
the Bhine or the Bannbe, by one hand or another. 

What the country was throuii^li wliich we were passing it was 
impossible to tell for many miles, so closely was the misty car- 
tain drawn before oar eyes. Bat we knew from the books of 
a hundred tonrists that we were in the WUlerUhal, or Valley of 
Hell, as we enter it immediately after leaving Freiburg, where 
it is a wide plaui bordered with gentle hill-slopes covered with 
vineyards, and arrive through it npon the banks of the Dreysam, 
a small bat pretty stream which plays a thousand freaks as it 
coqnettes with the wild iiowers that bloom to the very edge of 
the water, npon the greensward, and spatters and frets in pre- 
tentions anger as it bonndsover the moss-grown rocks that 
impede its course. 

The curtain was lifted just as the scene in its wildest grand- 
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eur broke upoa our view, aod never did we come so near going 
wUd oarselves. How many a story of genii and giant, ghost 
and hobgoblin, sage and seer had we read, the actors whereof 
dwelt ill this same valley, and had for tlieir haunts tlie recesses 
of the Black Forest. In our childhood, the idea had possessed 
ns that the people were also black, and were given only to dark 
and terrible deeds, and we are not snre that we had entirely 
overcome our fears ia venturing among them. At its termina- 
tion the valley becomes very narrow, and then pile on pile rise 
the roeky heights, covered with a verdare that is mdeed black, 
though it is mostly of the fir tree, and so thickly the branches 
arc interwoven, that it seems impossible that a bird can find 
his way in and out. Yet we heard many a clear note that 
assured us of their freedom and of their happiness, but we could 
well believe any tale of robber, thief, or murderer that took 
refuge in so impenetrable a forest. But now the clearings have 
broken the spell of the darkness and solitude that reigned so 
. long, and the form-house and the harvest field that from dis- 
tance to distance lie scattered among the hills, relieve one of 
all terror, though there are still miles and miles of wilderness, 
and the mountain gorge frowns not less wUdly beneath the thick 
masses of sombre foliage, that cling in tufts along its snmmit. 

Though we do at length find ourselves at an incredible lieight, 
we can scarcely be said to have ascended, for the road winds 
round and round till it forms three terraces, one above another, 
making the rise so gradual that we shoftid have no idea of the 
dizzy precipices we have passed if we could not look down upon 
them when safely arrived at the top. Here they call it the 
** Kingdom of Heaven," or MimmdreuA, though we do not see 
any particular indications of its being a heavenly region, 
but we have certainly struggled through a long narrow way, 
though it was not straight, in order to reach it, and may well 



Digitized by Google 



284 



PEASAJTT LIFE IN GEIiMAJNY, 



rejoice that we are safe. Far away we see the peaceful lake of 
Titisee, into which the Drcysam flows, upon which the now cloud- 
less san is shedding a flood of golden light, and soon begin again 
to descend, though not to any great depth. Onr destination is 
a little village in the heart of the Black Forest, and here we 
soon find oarselres quite at home among the happy villagers, 
and where the sorronnding conntrj reminds ik of the farming 
districts of many parts of New Hampshire. In the vOlage the 
houses are scattered about here and there without regularity, 
and most of them are very neat looking; some are cottages two 
or three stories high, and with green blinds to the windows. To 
•each is attached a garden or greensward, and everything indi- 
cates the thriving and comrortahle condition of the inhabitants. 

The farm-honses are built like those in Norway and Switzer- 
land, a balcony running all around nnder the projecting roof, 
which has very steep sides, and is thatched. The miniature 
representations carved in wood, which find their way to Amer- 
ica among the toys for children, are correct as far as the form 
is concerned, but time, and wind, and weather, have sadly 
changed the real domicile, which is almost black ; the balcony 
is filled with all manner of old trumpery, the manure yard blocks 
np one side, and the wood yard the other, and the upper room 
beneath the roof is filled with smoke, which escapes slowly 
through little apertures at tlic sides. Iii this room are hung 
the beef and hams to be cured, the peculiar construction being 
for this purpose. Rere they are spinning wool from a distaff, 
as linen is spun, and this Is the only kind of wheel they use 
for any purpose in southern Germany, Switzerland and Italy. 
But they cannot red off a fourth- part as much in the same 
time as from the great whed used in New England. 

Here we shall be offered nothing but bonny-clabber for break- 
fast, and at ten o'clock, if wc wish for lunch, we may have black 
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bread and potatoes, of which all partake. To do the work of 
the iield and the house there are four men and foar maideus, 
but thoagh the maidens help the men eyerywhere, we never 
flee the men ftssisting in any household work, never saw a 
man carry a pail of water, or make any burden lighter for those 
who have to work oat doors and io, day and night. 

Bat the fSitrmers in this region are only peasantry, and not at 
all like some who may be fonnd far to the north, with intelli- 
gence and refinement. At dinner we have pork and potatoes, 
at four o'clock potatoes and coffee, and for the last meal in the 
evening potatoes and milk. The only cheese we have seen made 
in Germany is the little ronnd ball in the palm of the hand, 
of sour milk, which is known in America as Dutch cheese, and 
made now and then as a curiosity. They cannot afford sweet 
milk for cheese, but the bntter is much more yellow and sweet, 
than in Nassau and Darmstadt, where it is white and never 
salted. >iowhere in city or country, in middle Germany, did 
the batter seem palatable, but always thin and insipid. Bnt 
' among the grazing districts of the north, it has the gennine 
golden hue, and rich taste ; and here also, where the cows arc 
allowed to wander over the hills. Bat Swiss and English cheese 
are everywhm to be purchased of ample proportions, green, 
yellow, and vari^ted. 

The okl-fasliioiied dash churn and the barrel churn, exactly like 
those osedinKew England, are everywhere, from north to south, 
and east to west. A hundred times we have seen some Frm or 
Madehm turning or splashing the dash on some back piazza or 
in the yard, as we have seen a hundred times in New England. 
The butter is worked upon a board with a wooden spoon, and 
made into balls, and no difference can we discern in shape and 
dimensions -ftom those from which we have cut slices all our 
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life; 80 we condade there is an instinct in bntte^ma]c^Dg, as in 

many other things, which we find the same the world over, 
however widely apart maj be the bands by which it is spatted 
wodfTessedl 

In Russia and all middle GermaDy cows are yoked to draw 

tlic plough and the cart, as oxen and horses are clsewlicrc. 
The yoke is fitted to their foreheads, and with their heads all 
labor is performed. We allnded to this pecnliarity to a yonng 
peasant, who said, " Tes, cows and women have to do a good 
deal with their beadi iu this country and these two facts led 
a lady to exclaim, " she should not like to be a cow or a wo 
man in Crermany.'' Bat in the sonthern part the cow is treated 
more like a fine lady, and chews her end leisorely in the field 
or at the stall. 

Upon this* farm are 14 oxen, 12 cows, 2 horses, 6 sheep, 4 
hogs, 8 pigs, and 8 hens, besides 11 yearlings. There are also 
five goats and sereral rabbits, which mn abont freely with the 

chickens. 

As we enter Qermany from the north, the first carious object 
that meets the eye is the picturesque mndmM, with its long 
network wings, that are adjusted to the different points of the 

compass, according to wkicJi, way the wind blaws, and turn the 
little wheels within that grind the com and sift the meal. 
They do not accomplish so much as those which go by steam 
or " water-power," but one may liope they will be left to the 
landscape when a more modern apparatus for making flour has 
taken their pUce. But in the interior the mills are after the 
most approved American models, as this was found necessary, 
in order to compete with England in the manufacture of this 
article, and we see therefore in the rural districts large, sub- 
stantial brick edifices, with all modern improvements for the 
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miller's bosineES. Farther soath the old-fashioned wateriaiU is 
still perched apon every little cascade with its companion the 

sawmill, wliich may often be seen from the road converting the 
tall trees of the forest into " building materials," and making 
sad haTOc with the " monarchs of the wood." 

Very little wheat is raised, though we cannot tell why, as 
the bread of wheat flour is no dearer than that of rye, and both 
only from two to three cents a pound. Potatoes are eight 
cents a bushel, and apples ten and twelve. Bat they know 
nothing about good apples in Germany, though they will not 
believe it ; yet where they have such delicious grapes, pears, 
peaches, and pomegranates, we do not see any particular neces- 
sity for their ckuming also the best apples. 

OoflTee is eighteen cents a pound, and sugar twenty-two ; yet, 
if we enter a peasant's cot, they will offer us a cup strong as 
lye, and feel hurt if we refuse. Among all the villages in this 
region the women are employed in braiding straw, and also in 
making and polishing different parts of the clocks and watches 
for which the Black Forest is so famous. We had not ex- 
pected to hear a word of English here, but we are scarcely 
seated by one of those great porcelain stoves when an old gen- 
tleman accosts us in our native tongue, which he speaks very 
well. We ask him how he learned it, and he said, in true 
Ya/nkee parkmt^ When I was a young man I went to England, 
yo» know, with & lot of clocks and watches to sell ; you know 
wc only partly finish them here ; then, you know, one goes and 
sets up in London, where we put 'em together, you know^ and 
sell 'em." If an Englishnuin had heard our colloquy he would 
have been greatly horrified, and quite sure nothing but a Yan*. 
kee ever talked that way ; yet this murderer of the king's Eng- 
lish had never before looked upon an American. We have the 
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honor always to be taken for an EngUsh lady onrselTes, and 

thongh we are particular to give our residence as America, not 
being at all ashamed of the laud of our birth, jet they will 
often set it down as £nglaod. But it is a little gratifying that 
the twang does not betray ns 1 We were amnscd, snre enough, 
to hear it in all its force from a German, who spent six years 
in England, where they profess never to admit their noses into 
partnership with their tongues when talking. This is done 
only in Oonnecticnt and Vermont 1 

What curious objects are these greo.t porcelain stoves, some 
white, some cream color, and some blue I When we lirst saw 
them in hotels, by the way, we thought they were movaUe 
closets for china and other table furniture. In the room where 
they stand iberc is no sign of fire or door for wood or coal, but 
they are ac^sted to the wall, and open into the hall, so that 
the same chimney senrei for the neoessaiy masonry of any 
number of stories. We have seen them in palaces twelve feet 
high, prettily omameutcd, and furnished with shelves and 
niches for statues and knicknacks. This one before which we 
sit is six or eight feet high, and raised a foot from the floor to 
allow space beneath for an aviary, which contains some twenty 
or thirty canary birds, who have a warm and equal tempera- 
ture, and hop about as merry as if in theur own sunny clime. 
There are also two or three cf^ges in different parts of the room, 
with smaller fiimilles of the same genus, all being raised for the 
market. If we enter any twenty bouses at random we shall 
see the same.* 

The stoves are made in different pieces, and baked like other 
articles of potter's clay, and then cemented together. When 
whole they are veneered with a fine compound, and painted. 

• &ian8oiillMraO«niia]i]rflMniiliiffof eanary birastosfObagrettbiuliiMi. 
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We saw them in their embryo state, in company with all man- 
ner of pots, and pans, ia the raw 7?ialerial, placed over a slow 
fire that will require a week to hardea them. The expense of 
the cheapest is aboat twenty dollars, and of the finest, forty* 
fifty, and sixty. Cooking stoves are sometimes made of them, 
and give a verj neat appearance to the kitchen. When once 
thoroaghlj warmed, they remain so half a day, and do not re- 
quire sach constant attention as those of iron, and give a more 
agreeable atmosphere. 

On the floor by the stove, a little child is playing, and we 
ask a pretty looking yonng woman if it is hers. She says 
"Tes," and looks as gladsome as any yoang mother with her 
first-born. A little while afterward our young companion asks 
for her husband. '* Oh,'' she said, I have none.'' 

« Bat I understood this was yonr chUd f 
Yes, it is, but I haye no hnsband.** 

There was nothing more to be said, of course, but the little 
one seemed to be the pet of all, and grandfather and grand- 
mother fondled and kissed it as affectionately as if a golden 
ring glistened npon the finger of their daughter. When the 
young girl who was with us bad become familiar with them, 
they told her that a few years ago, when a maiden thus be- 
came a mother, she was obliged to have a paper pinned to her 
back, and to stand on the church doorsteps whilst all the i)co- 
ple passed in, then to take her seat apart from the congrega- 
tion, whilst the priest reproved her. The fashion of wearing 
the hair, as in Scotland, Is different among the married and nn- 
married. Virgins have it in long braids down behind, ])ut tlie 
married woman fastens it beneath a coquettish little cap, which 
is made of embroidered silk, or cloth of gold and silver, and 

worn npon the back of the head with pendant ribbons a yard 

13 
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long. A mother mast assome the cap, whether she be wife or 
not, and to deepea her shame, the priest sometimes obliges her 
for many weeks to wear straw bnuded in her hair. Some pim- 
ishmeiit that all could see was iiiliicted upon many other kinds 
of offenders, it being the decree of the Church. Bat these cus- 
toms are becoming obsolete. It was neyer erident tliat snch 
punishments deterred from sin. 

AVe heard here for the first time the "Wohl hekomnCs — 1 
i0uA Mce %DdL,^^ which the author of Home Life mentions as 
haying greeted his ears on the shores of the Baltic, when he 
happened to sneeze, and afterwards were often fhyored with the 
same salutatiuu whcu experiencing the same affliction. Instead 
of good morning and good evening, they saj, " God greet yon," 
and the shaking of hands is the same everywhere. We often 
see husbands and wives bid each other good night in the same 
fashion when leaving the compaDj, and when we all meet iu 
the morning the greeting is the same. If we ask for a pm, 
when it is handed us we mnst smile, or some evil will follow. 
We were one day sitting quietly at our work when the servant 
ran in, saying, " Madam, did you call " No." Oh, what 
will become of me i''. she cried ; " I have heard the death call 
— I have heard the death call I" and with her hair streaming 
down her face and neck, she ran wildly about, })roclaiining that 
she should die — she hod heard the death call. We afterwards 
learned that it was a common superstition, that if one heard or 
unagined he heard a voice, he waji sure it was the angel of 
death summoning him to judgment. But this we have hoard on 
the coast of Cape Cod, and many others of a sunihur kind. 

It is rye straw of which hats and bonnets are made, and it 
is bleached by being exposed to the dews of night for a fort- 
night \ but it must be carefully watched, as rain will ruin it. 
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When ready for use it is carried to a great room, where it is 
sorted, and cat for braiding. Only a few are eo^loyed in the 
(aeUxj, as those who braid and sew take home the straw, and 
receive so mach a yard when they return it. One girl can 
braid twenty yards a day, and earns eight cents. When they 
are sewed they are thrown into a great cauldron and boiled ; 
and If to be colored, are boiled in the dye — alterwards dried 
and ironed, which is done by men. In the room where they 
hang to dry, I could not have breathed ten minutes, for the 
steam and heat, and felt a severe pressore on the loQgs for a 
day or two, though I remained not more than a minnte ; yet 
here those who attend them stay, from seven till twelve, and 
from two till six. In the great store-rooms they are piled by 
the hundreds of dozens, according to their degrees of fineness, 
and there are also boxes of the most beantlftal straw flowers 
of all colors and varieties, delicate wreaths and bouquets^ 
wrought by these same peasant girls* The kgham hats are 
braided in Italy, and sent here to be sewed and shaped. Bnt 
the form in which they are transported to the milliners' shops 
of every country, is exactly that of the siigar-shovd of the 
Quakers, from which they are fashioned h, la mode. Some of 
the finest Florence braids worth thirty and forty ddlars in the 
manufactory. What will they be when they get across the 
Atlantic, and who will be willing to pay such a price ? As 
with flax, the straw in order to be of the right consistency, 
must be cut before it is ripe, as then it would be too dry, and 
break. The crop is therefore good for nothing but for the 
straw-dealers, and must monopolize a great surface of the 
earth. 

Clocks are cheap and plenty in Germany. Here, where they 

are made, a good time-keeper may be bought for two dollars. 
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But there are also many nice ones with Parisian bronze, gflt, 
and marble stands, and glass covers, that are expensive. Each 

person makes a separate part, and all the mechanism is finished 
in four or fire days. From this one factory two hondred and 
fifty are sent every month, and they have more orders than 
they can supply in three years. 

We everywhere hear the people of the Black Forest spoken 
of as good/' by which is meant that they are kind-hearted, 
well-meaning, and honest people, which was verified by all the 
observations we made among them. The owners of the straw 
and clock factories, reside in the village as a kind of gentry, 
and live like the mercantile class, in their families. There is a 
reading-room in the inn, with a goodly number of €krman 
Zeituvgs, and scientific publications. Two or three persons 
speak English, and many speak French. The priest and some 
of the men of higher intelligence meet every evening to prac- 
tise in these languages, and talk of what is going on in the 
world. We have never seen any indication that the Catliolic 
clergy of Germany discourage intellectual cultivation, although 
the governments are in no wise anxious to have their people be- 
come enlightened. . 

The villages included in the Black Forest, belong to the 
Duke of Baden, and he supports the clergy, instead of their 
receiving, as formerly, a certain snm by direct taxation of the 
people. The tax-gatherer arrived whilst we were there, and 
sitting at a table in the inn, with a great book, in which were 
written all their names, open before him, the people came and 
paid the money, saw it credited to their account and departed. 
He looke<l as if he bad collected taxes all his life, and probably 
had. II is eyes were as cold, and his face as hard as the 
Gulden he looked on with so much indifference. Not a muscle 
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of his face moved from the time he came with empty coflfers, 
until he trudged away with some ten thousand dollars under 
his arm. Every one was ready with his money, and during the 
hours of basincss, they came and went, looking sometimes sor- 
rowfully, but without hesitation, till the last dollar was de- 
posited, and not a word did we hear during all the three days, 
except when each one spoke the name to which he was to 
credit the amount. We thought, " kings are men of wondrous 
power as well as wondrous riches.'* 

It is so seldom that a lady of any nation alights in such a place, 
that whoever finds herself the exception to this rule, is looked 
upon as an object of wonder, if not admiration, in all the 
country round. At the principal inn, we found much difficulty 
in obtaining bed and board. They could not understand how 
a lady could be trayeling for any good purpose, though on all 
the thoroughfares in Germany, or anywhere else in Europe, a 
lady with only her servant may be seen every day, and it is 
quite as couTentional as to have a baggagMiuuUr, But we 
insisted that we must stay, and they must accommodate us. So, 
after a solemn conclave had been held, and long deliberations, 
they concluded to allow us j and in no other place, in a hotel, 
city, or country, had we so good rooms, so good food, so kind 
attentions at so reasonable a rate. The lady of the house " 
was a peasant-bred woman ; but dignified and lady-like, and 
her husband a refined and gentlemanly man. Neither they 
nor their children could l>e guilty of anything coarse or rude, or 
unfriendly, any more than knight or princess. We dined every 
day at the public table, and before we left had visible proof of 
the influence of a lady's presence among gentlemen, or un- 
cultivated men. Theur toilettes and deportment were essen* 
tially modified, and could all the inns of Germany be modified. 
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or rather modernfied, and provided with ladies' salons, where 
smoking was aot allowed, and convcrsatloa made both com- 
mon and proper, gentlemen woold soon lose their boorish 
renown, and learn to look apon women as companions and 
helpmeets in something besides catinj^ and drinking. 

At DO place said we farewell with more regret, or beard a 
more cordial ** God bless yon," when we departed. 

The whole system of inns in Germany is disagreeahle for the 
traveler. Evcrytliing is done by the piece, and thus it is im- 
possible to know beforehand what a week or a mouth will cost, 
for, in a strange land yon cannot be acquainted with market- 
prices, and will be as likely to order the dearest as the cheapest 
food. This also varies greatly in different places. But every- 
where in the coantij, comfortable rooms and board are much 
dearer than in the oonntry in America^-mnch dearer, too, in 
the cities than in the cities of the same size at home. People 
who study economy can live as cheap in one place as another, 
and we know families who live more comfortably in New York, 
eren, on eight hundred or a thousand dollars, than any fhmily 
can live in Germany for the same money. The people who 
come to Europe to live, in order to economize, are strangers 
and do not care for appearances. They rent apartments in a 
street and building, such as they would not enter for any pur- 
pose at home, and live upon coarse food. Service is, indeed, 
cheaper ; but this and everything else has doubled iu the last 
five years. But in all the smaller cities of America, families 
live prettily and more comfortably on the same money, than 
families of the same rank do here. We have paid from seven 
to eight American dollars a week in a small country inn, 
where our room was small and insufferably dirty, our food 
literally boiled beef and cabbage. In a pUice of similar pre- 
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tension in America, one may have for two or three dollars at 
most, a beautiful room and the fat of the land. 

It is not the custom of hotel or boardinghonse-ke^>ers to pay 
thdr Berrants at all. All who come must pay for the service 
tliey receive, and find it charged in the bill ; but besides this, 
one must give TrinJxgdd — drink-monej, as a fee. They say the 
money thus charged is all pat together and then divided among 
the servants ; bat if this is done, they receive enormons wages, 
out of proportion to everything else in Germany. No person 
believes any such division takes place. For a week's very 
trifling services we have paid a dollar and a half or two dollars 
Trvnl^d, Where we boarded a month or three months, we 
have it in our bill, with candles and coffee, though we had 
no extra service. If you engage board for so much, it means 
only food and rooms ; what the servant does in preparing your 
portion of the dinner, and making your bed is as separate as if 
she came in from another house to perform so much labor. 
Oandlcs are extra, and never in hotel or family is there a bit 
of fioap. This yon most carry with yon, wherever yon go, 
and if yon have any little commission performed it Is also 
extra. We have been often charged for depositing a letter 
in the office twelve cents, when the servant had only to go 
across the street All these things are, of course, included 
in every bill In every country ; bnt if you are told the 
whole amount in the beginning, you know whether they are 
within your means. We have fooud iu some cities the cus- 
tom that when a family of wealth and distinction give a party, 
all who accept are expected to give a Trinkgdd to the servants 
on leaving, and have known many stay at home because they 
could not afford this demand upon their parses — at least the 
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amouut that it woald be in the course of six months or a 
year. 

Bat while we hare fonnd sach meaoDess and fraad, and exac- 
tion, we have also experienced much generous kindness. With 
ono lady we took up our abode, with the express stipulation 
that we shoold pay only when there, and when absent in onr 
wanderings, as we mnst often be, onr things were to remain 
and no charge be made. We remained on these terms several 
months, and in the most friendly relationship with our hostess, 
who belonged to on " old family," and considered herself a 
high-bred lady. Once we gave np onr room to accommodate 
her, and lodged a long time with bugs and sj^idcrs, that she 
might be able to add to her income and pleasure, and when we 
left, fonnd in our bill a charge for the time we had been absent 
as well as present, and purposely handed to ns at so late an 
hour that there was no time for proof or parley. We must 
pay or lose an advantageous journey. We had not slept one 
night under her roof without bdng conscious that fleas 
were also onr companions, as this is one of the penalties of 
living with old families, that the fleas and bugs are as old as 
they, and as tenacious of their privileges. 

The next thne we preferred those not so high-born, but 
truly high-bred, and experienced a generosity and kindness as 
unexpected, and a friendliness we do not often meet among our 
own countrywomen, and do not suppose that unkindness or 
exaction, on the whole, is more fireqnent in one country than in 
another. Tet it is tme that " to bear one another's burdens " 
is not so common in Europe as in America ; for, alas I they are 
not so often called upon to aid the exile and stranger, 
and practise self-denial for the good of others. They are taxed 
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to support the poor, bnt tbeir sympathies are not called ont so 
continually. This we saw alluded to and lamented in a Ger- 
man paper, while it said that people were too prone to saspi* 
clon, and cared not to aid a person till it coold be -proved that 
he had come to misfortane by no evil deeds, and was not in 
need of assistance, because he had been extravagant. lu the 
same article they bore testimony to the manner in which all 
were received on American shores, and a friendly hand ex* 
tended to all, without inquiring of their worthiness till it could 
have time to prove itself. Societies for all benevolent objects 
among ladies are the exception in Germany, and not the rule, 
it being considered more wt>man1y to stay at home and em- 
broider, than to thread dark alleys to discover and alleviate 
suffering. 

Miss Sieveking is the Mrs. Fry of Germany, but there are few 
ont of Hamburg, the immediate scene of her labors, that take 

any iutorost in her appeals, and many among the educated 
ladies of other cities that never heard her name. The terrible 
fear of becoming still more indifferent in the eyes of men, who 
now look upon them as only fit to minister to their wants, 
deters the women from going out of this sphere which their 
lords have prescribed for them, and only by showing how 
well they can cook and mend, can they hope to get hus- 
bands, and withoat husbands, alas I what a deplorable con- 
dition 1 

Ladies who have the best means of knowing, and no motive 
for misrepresenting their country, say family happmess is very 
rare in Germany. Marriages are so often mere arrangements 
of convenience, and where women can do nothing else, they 
enter upon funily duties with so little idea of their roquire- 
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ments, tliinkiiig only to get a home and support, that it is 
impossible the result should be otherwise. A German ladj 
who had been ia America, Bsid she wished all the men coold go 
there to learn to be husbands ; bnt the women must also learn 

to be somewhat different, before any special exhortations or 
examples will chaoge the men. 
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CHAPTER XX 

AOBICULIUBAT* FAIRS — COSTDMBS— OABDBN PBSnYALB. 

Wi were in Preibei^ at the time of the scmi-antraal fair, 
bat saw only a repetition of what wc Lave (Icscribod else- 
where, except that the costames were those of the soath more 
than the north, and many we had not seen before. At the first 
glance one seems to be among a homed race, so peculiarly is 
the coiffure of the women arranged. Tlic hair is eoiubed 
smoothly behind the ears, and brought to the top of the back 
of the head in a twist, which is surmounted by a bow of black 
ribbon four and five inches wide, each bow standing straight 
out from the side eight or ten inches, with euds friuged with 
gold or silver reaching a little beyond. It was a great mystery 
to as how they could be kept in their places without loppings 
till with quite unlady-like scrutiny wc had peered among them, 
and ascertained that some were starched, and some were lined 
with stiff paper or canvas, that kept them in no daflger of 
wrinkles or tumbles. 

The dress is a bodice of silk, or some fine stuff, cut square 
in the bosom, and the front crossed with different Colors. The 
petticoat of green or red flannel, very fall, and plaited with 
very fine plaits. All through the Tillages of the Black Forest 
we saw this petticoat, but with different bodices aud other 
co^ures. The Viedcmder, near Hamburg, has a petticoat some- 
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thing similar, but with larger plaits, and, like this, reaching 
little below the knee, bat with a blue stocking instead of white. 
Some of the men have also a white stocking, the troasm com- 
ing only to the knee, with TolTet Test, and long coat of the 
same. In some districts at the north the costume has gradu- 
ally disappeared, because too ezpenslTe; and in these cases, 
very eTidently, was once that of the ladies of the court. Upon 
the Elbe and Eyder, among the Freisians, a servant girl is not 
cousidcrtMi respectably dressed unless she has a frontlet or thin 
clasp of gdd across the forehead. In Buckeborg, the petticoat 
is of the finest scarlet broadcloth, striped with ribbons, and the 
boddice of black velvet. Around the waist, the chemise is 
brought oat iu a pufif, and the sleeve is also visible to the 
shoulder. Around the neck is a broad velTet band, worn tight, 
and ornamented with buttons of gold and silver, or anything 
pretty within liie means of the wearer. It is one of the pret- 
tiest of all the different costumes, and also one of the most ex- 
pensive. They deny themselves everything else in order to 
acquire all that pertains to a full dress. Yet many cannot 
afford it, and s^oirus of modern date are taking their place. 
The men wear long liueu coats and straw hats, which measure 
a yard in diameter across the brim. 

But the AUonhergers, near Leipsig, are the moet comical 
looking, their skirt being of many colors, and fitting from the 
waist to the knee almost as closely as drawers, and is yet but 
one piece. 

An agricultural fair in Germany is in many respects a more 
showy exhibition than can be produced in America. One 
which took place near Garlsrahe, which is the residence of the 
Grand Duke of Baden, will give an idea of all, where a similar 
attempt is made at a grand exposition. Upon a large platz in 
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the depths of the Hartzwald, or forest of the Hartz MouataiaSi 
were the preparations for the fdte, where the most conspicaoos 
object, upon approachlDg; was a graceM payilion coDStrncted 
for the occasion, the covering heiiig of white linen — for it was 
to shelter royalty — and the pillars, knotted trunks of oak and 
fir, wreathed with Tines and flowers of every hne. Around the 
lawn was a wide promenade; and when a salnte of three gnns 
announced the arrival of the royal cortdge, the throngs of 
peasantry that had come through the forest in every durection 
from all the different provinces of the dachy, formed themselves 
into a procession behind the long file of carriages that composed 
the courtj and when they had marched three times around 
with mufflc and flying colors, the royal carriage stepped in front 
of the pavilion, befbie which the Orand Bnke and his snite 
alighted, and the multitude arranged themselves in groups 
arouud the long tables which covered the square, loaded with 
the productions of each province. 

But not only the dominions of the Bnke of Baden were repre- 
sented, but troops from the Odenwald, the Verstewald, the 
Valley of the Khine, and the PalatinatCi could be recognized 
by their several costnmes, and in the procession the women, 
maidens, and little girls, were the first after the royal party 
and members of the scicntilic congress, not only gay with the 
many colors of their national dress, but crowned with wreaths 
and bearing flowers. There were the Inroad petticoats and 
variegated bodices of the Brisgau; a long row of yellow- 
painted straw-hats, with the dazzling hue a little relieved by 
sprigs of green, from another district of the Black Forest; and 
in strikmg contrast, a troop of yonng girk from the Swiss 
Cantons, with a straw hat of a more coquettish form, the little 
red petticoat more jauntily worn, and set olf by a snowy-white 
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apron. More lightly, too, they trip oa their way/ and ire 

therefore faucy have lighter hearts. 

After the maidens came the young men, uot as fanciful, but 
not less distinct in the characteristics of the land where they 
dwell First, the peasantry of the valley of Einzig, with thick 
heavy hoots and stout grey roundabouts. Then those whose 
toil allows a lighter costume and gayer mien, and which we have 
before seen among the extensiye hop-fields of the Pakitinate. 
They are followed by the shepherds of the Black Forest, walk- 
ing side by side with the miners of swarthy tint. Each group 
exhibits in its march, that for which his district is most 
famous. One is leading a spirited horse, with gay bridle ; 
another a yoke of fat oxen. Some are holding aloft sheaves of 
wheat, others clusters of grapes, and still others, strings of 
yegetables. * There are flocks of sheep and herds of swine, goats 
from the hills, and herds from the yalleys, and representatiYes 
from all the feathered tenants of the farmyards. One might 
have thought Noah had opened not only the windows but the 
doors of the ark, and let all that were within go forth. 

Befm the pavilion was erected a "trinmphal colmnn," con- 
structed by a fanciful scaflfolding, covered with branches of fir 
and cypress, and hung from top to bottom with every species 
ci grain and fruit and vegetable which the duchy produces. 
What melons, what peaches, what pears— what a temptation, 
those ripe and purple clusters, and with what exquisite taste 
has all been arranged, so that the sombre and green come in 
pleasmg contrast with bright and mellow hues. 

How much more honorable and more gratifying must be a 
sight like this to any king or potentate, than so many men 
armed with spikes and bayonets, cultivating and exercising the 
basest instead of the noblest passions of the souL Yet we could 
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not help thinking it would be well for the Grand Duke of 
Baden, or Wurtemberg or Hesse Darmstadt, to see these gay 
and merry troops under less favorable drciUDstaiuses of toil and 
pftvatioD, exMUted in th^ homes. It is difficult to imagine 
groups like these can ever be cold or hungry, or suflfering for 
food ; but though the land is filled with plenty, it is only the 
tables of the kings that hare always enough. In every pro- 
vince there are occasionany scenes like those described by 
another, as having taken place in Upper Silesia, in 1848. "In 
the autumn of 1847, their potatoe crop failed. This was almost 
their enUre dependence for fo6d during the winter, and the 
other harvests were this year not so good as nsnal. They were 
obliged before winter, to resort to roots, and mingle chalk with 
their meal. When winter came it was with anezampled sever- 
ity, and the year 1848 opened on a scene of snffering and des- 
titution in Upper Silesia, snch as the world has seldom witnessed. 
Men wandered starving and haggard in the streets, grasping 
food where they coold £nd it. Corpses lay onboried by the way 
side. Hooses were filled with the dead, and no one knew it, 
and the officers of the government, who forced open the doors, 
not unfrequently found the famishing wife in the arms of the 
hosband, who had perhaps been dead for days. All that is 
di^gastiag, heartwkemng in bnman misery, was experienced 
' by thousands and tens of thousands, in this Prussian province. 
The Catholic clergy labored incessantly among the sufferers, 
and the * sisters of charity,' were known not seldom to have 
slept in the snow while going abont to help the starving. Bnt 
all aid was of no avail. As the spring came on, to the horrors 
of famine were added the raging of a fearful pestilence, caused 
by the uaboried dead, and the foul nourishment on which the 
inhabitants had lived. The priest was swept away with the 
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Bick wbom he would relieve, and even the immense establish- 
ments for feediug the people, erected by the Catholic clergy, 
were- of little use. The whole popolatioii were so weakened and 
hopeless, that 1^ highest wages could not induce them to 
labor, and they coold hardly make the necessary exertion to 
receive the food which was offered them. The government for 
a long time paid no attention to the complaints which were 
made, and it was not till in some districts one-fifth, and in others 
nearly half the population had perished, that it deigned to con- 
tribnte its aid.'' 

By one who assured us it was true, we were tdd that once 
the king set out to visit this province, that he might see for 
himself if the reports were correct. But first he sent a messen- 
ger to apprise the people of his coming, and commanding that 
they should appear in theur holiday dresses to greet hun as he 
passed in the streets. Those who had strength obeyed, as no 
command of tlic king is to be resisted, without danger of worse 
punishment than £unine. They were also commanded to smg 
and cheer hhn. When he saw them in gay attire, and heard 
their voices in lend chorus ring through the air, he exclaimed, 
" What a happy people I I had not thought to see such com- 
fort and happiness in all my dominions." So he returned to his 
palace to revd in luxury upon the fleeh and blood of his sub- 
jects. The burdens of taxation arc so great, and their poverty 
so wretched at all times, that only a little additional misfortune . 
reduces them to starvation. 

We were remmded of this visit of the king of Prussia to bis 
star V ill t,^ people, as we looked upon this dncal cortege in the midst 
of the gay peasantry and agricultural plenty. Here is enough, 
and to spare; but it is not those who toil who ei\joy the fruit of 
their labm, and the foilure of a crop in Baden or the valley 
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of the KhiDC, produces conscqucaces for which they cannot 
provide, and from which thej cannot recover in many gaceeasive 
years. 

Still we must not depreciate the labors of the men of science, 
who have done much to insure good husbandry, and certain re- 
salts vhich cannot fail to be of some advantage to the peasant, 
thongh the largest profits fill the coiFera of princes. In many 
cities there are voluntary associations for distribatinj^ prizes to 
those who produce the best flowers, fraits, and vegetables, and 
the exhibitions of these are very attractive and beantifnl. The 
flower festival is held in April, when all the gardeners fh>m 
the surrounding country bring from their greenhouses and 
conservatories what they have been able to grow to rare perfec- 
tion, and ladies and gentlemen contribute firom their private 
stores what ^1 serve to adorn the festival. We saw one of 
these in a northern city. The hall was very large, and all 
aronnd against the walls, half the height, upon a sloping mossy 
bank were arranged the flower-pots, in a manner to place their 
contents in the most favorable light, and give the cheeks of the * 
pale and rose-tinted beauties the best relief. A richer display 
of gold, green, and scarlet we never beheld, the children of 
every country and clime. The floor of the centre of the hall 
was covered with moss, and here and there, in groups, a bed of 
roses, of hyacinths, of tulips, of cactus, in every phase of bud 
and blossom — little knots of shmbbery — vines woven in most 
gracefnl tracery, tall trees shading the delicate garden chair, 
which the maker has placed here also to exhibit in its most 
favorable light, and upon little tables are vases and little moss 
beds arranged in dishes teeming with the same Inxnrioas 
beauty. Around this bed a bank of earth, covered with turf, 
is raised, upon which flower-pots are set so thickly that one 
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can only see a conUniions fine of yariegated leaves and petals. 

In one corner are early radislies, cucumbers, turnips, and cab- 
bages, not less ambitions of attention and reward. In OYerj 
flowerpot is perched upon a little stick the name of the flower, 
its price, wbere it was raised, and by whom owned, and when 
any one is sold this is added to the items of intelligence. The 
gardeners stand by theur several groups to give informatum 
and make sales, but nothing is* removed till the* exhibition 
closes. The medals are arranged in a glass case with the 
names of those to whom they are awarded. In the summer 
there is a similar exhibition of fruits, and in the autumn of 
vegetables, when flowers only appear to vary the scene, and 
there is no occasion out of the common course in Germany, 
where flowers do not grace the board, not a spot of earth upon 
which the tiniest violet can bloom, that is not made to produce 
one. 

This society was commenced by a few gentlemen uniting to 
form a little capital, which increases by others joining as they - 
* become interested, and by what is taken in entrance fees at the 
door, twelve cents each being the price admission. There 
are now several hundred different societies for the promotion 
of agriculture in the states denominated the ZoUverein, or 
states united by a Taa^veran, and to these belong several 
thousand members, all in correspondence with each other, and 
meeting often at different places for discussion upon all subjects 
relating to agricalturai interests. All that science can do is 
brought to theur aid to analyze soils and discover the chemical 
nature of grains and fruits, with reference to their adaptation 
to each other, and those of all ranks uiiite heartily iu the 
work. Some are private associations and some are supported 
by the government. 
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lu Darmstadt an experiment was commenced many years 
since of forming a class of thirty or forty peasant youths a 
year, to be taogbt by tiie " Grand Ooonsellor of the Forests,'' 
belonging to the royal domains, at the expense of government, 
lie delivered a course of lectures upon the nature of soils, and 
the best methods of agriculture, and gave them lessons in 
drawing. Each class enjoyed the benefit of his instnictions 
three months, and the first year bis saecess was so great that 
he was astonislied, and before the members of a scientific con- 
gress said : " Do not think that to be bom a peasant is to be 
bom without capacity ; I have proved the contrary. Out of 
forty pupils only one has failed to answer to what was expected 
of him. All the others have exceeded our hopes even." In 
the course of time, as these yoni^ men are scattered about the 
country, there must follow very beneficial results, though the 
knowledge they acquire in so short a time is, of course, very 
limited. When they have experienced the benefit in an im- 
proved cooditioii they will make exertions for self-improvement, 
and a new generation will be still more thoroughly imbued with 
the spirit of enterprise and progress. 

But the efforts of one of the members of the royal family 
of Austria seem to be attended with still greater blessings 
among the Tyrolese and the inhabitants of 4he Stjriaa moun- 
tains. The Archduke John, one of the youngest of nine bro- 
thers and sisters, and therefore very far removed from all hopes 
of wearing a crown, turned his ambition into a diffimnt chan- 
nel, and devoted himself to the humbler sphere of agriculture 
and manufactures. Very early he selected a rural retreat 
in the country, far from Vienna, and by associating with the 
people, and taking an kterest ift their affiurs, gained their love 
and inspired them with a desire to emulate a higher life, fie 
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spent a yenr in England, and traveled over all his own conntry, 
iu order to improve himself, but iiis movements were uever ap- 
proved by his family. Ye&," said his brother the emperor* 
" John is a very brave man, a very brave man, bat he has one 
great fault : * what he shoald not do he does, and what he 
should do lie does not.* " la all the French war he is conspicu- 
ons as the leader of armies, and especially as one of the be- 
loved leaders of the brave Tyrolese, who wonld not. yield even 
at the command of thenr king, but choosing a general from 
among themselves, defended their country to the last moment. 
The rifle of Hoffer, not less skillfal, nor less brave than a noble- 
man, is preserved among the cariosities in the honse of the 
Archduke John. When the war was over, he returned to his 
rural life, and married a wife from among the peojilc, with 
whom he has lived happily daring a long life, and who has 
been his helpmeet in his labors for their good. He has fonnded 
many agricultural societies, whicli have introdnced a better 
husbandry among the Styrian peasantry, and any calamity 
which befalls them, from fire or drought, fSEuls not to move his 
heart to pity and his hand to help. Very beantifnl is the de- 
votion of these people to their benefactor, and this instance of 
daily association of the high-born with the lowly, proves that 
respect for the one does not diminish while the heart of the 
other is softened and filled with sympathy by a knowledge of 
the character and wants of his dependents. Often he assumes 
the peasant costume, rambling freely among the mountains, 
talking with them by the way, and sopping with them at the 
village inns. To his royal relatives he exhibits a vulgar mind 
by these habits, but no other member of the family has, for a 
century, shown a capacity for anything bat brutal tyranny, 
while to him the iotrieacies of science and art are familiar, and 
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the prosperity of the empire has been more proiiioted by his 
deYotion to the stadj of meQ and mechanics than all the others 
hare accomplished together. At Gratz he established, in 1812, 
an institution for the oucouragcmcnt of everything relating to 
science, arts, and manufactures, and where are collected speci- 
mens of the mineral and agricoltnral products of the whole 
country. It Is called the Johammmj ftom its fbonder. 

Near Braudhof, the residence of the Archduke, are the iron 
works, which also originated with him, as iron is the staple 
article of Styrfa, and all the improTements made in other conn- 
tries are introduced immediately into his manufactory, where 
the royal cannon are moulded, and the principal steam-engines 
for ships and railroads are produced. Very gladly wonld tiie 
people of Styria and the Tyrol throw off the iron yoke of Aus- 
tria and constitute themselves into an independent govern- 
meut, and many fears have been entertaiued that the prince, so 
popular among the people, might attempt to put himself at the 
head of snch a movement, but it does not appear that he has 
any ambition for that kind of power. In the revolution of 
1848, he was in faror of annihilating Austria, Prussia, and all 
the separate governments, and astonished the courts as well as 
people, by being the first to cry out, " No Austria, no Pmssia, 
but one united fatherland." The liberal party looked to him 
as their hope, and when they did not succeed he was obliged 
to bear some of the blame ; but his home is in the hearts 
of the peo})lc, who have lost none of their affection for 
him. Now he is like a patriarch among them, being " old and 
well stricken in years,'' and they look to him as a father, of 
whose kindness and parental care they are snre in prosperity 
and adversity. His has been a life full of good deeds, while 
his kindred who have worn the crown and waved the sceptre, 
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have done little else than stain their hands with the blood of 
the innocent. What magic can there be in power, that so 
many shoald prefer it with its load of crime and guilt, to a life 
of peace and lore ? 
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AMTOSMBNTS OOMTINimD — A PASTOI^S WELOOMB — VILLAOB SAIS- 
IKO — MABBIAOS CONTRACTS — WBDDIKOS — GOLD AND 8ILTIB 

WEDDINGS BIRTH-DAYS — NAME-DAYS — GAMES. 

There is probably not a week in the year in which some 
festiral does not occar. Every unusual event is converted into 
a fke^ which in other conntries is passed by as of no conse- 
quence. An ordination in America is an occasion of assembling 
together, and the people verily rejoice ; but in Germany there 
is a great ezpresnon of this joy besides. It was our good 
fortune to accompany a village pastor and his family, in the 
north of Ilanover, when they went to take up their abode in a 
new place, and be ordamed over a new people. We did not 
expect any demonstrations of welcome on onr arrival ; bat had 
scarcely entered the village, when a troop of boys and girls 
issued from aside street and screamed at the top of their voices: 

They are commg, they are coming 1'' and then they arranged 
themselves on each side of onr carriage, and taking off then: bats, 
bowed and cheered ns all the way to the place of onr destina- 
tion. On reaching this, we wore escorted through a high arch, 
erected for the occasion, of evergreens, and flaunting with 
flowers and ribbons. Before this we alighted, and walked 
beneath the gay canopy to the door, over which, upon tlie 

outside, and over every window, was a wreath suspended by a 

8U 
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gay ribbon, to crown a semi-circle of white paper bound wiUi 

scarlet, upon which were texts of scripture, or words of poesy, 
that spoke of welcome and joy. 

Within were corresponding words and devices ; the floor was 
strewn with a carpet of green, decked with loses, and all aronnd 
were trellised vines and bouquets of flowers. As we had come 
somewhat earlier than they expected, the supper was uot ready; 
bat great loaves of luread lay npon the table, joints of meat^ 
chickens, yegetables, batter, cheese, and all that coold be 
needed for a hearty meal. The elders and their wives were 
there to greet as, and all at oar service, upon whom we might 
call for any attention. It was indeed a welcome to gladden a 
pastor's heart, for all had been done by the ^lagers in the 
most cordial sincerity and love. 

On the Sanday sacoeeding, was the ordination, when the 
charch was also decorated. The ceremonies were similar to 
those in America, except that the clergjrmen were in Tobes. 
A sermon was preached; the solemn laying on of hands, the 
right hand of fellowship, and the fimd blessing were the same 
that we have often seen. Bat the pastor is expected to give a 
dinner afterwards, and have at his table the assisting clergy- 
men, the elders, and any othel: strangers he may choose. 
Ample stores are provided, howeveri by the people, and ample 
service given by the village yoath and maidens, who afterwards 
serve themselves to what is left. 

A village raising is another festive scene. When a house is 
finished, all except the roof, and that is ready to place apon 
the walls, all the prindpal families are invited to witness the 
ceremony, and partake of a feast, to which each guest must 
contribute. When the rafters are joined, a man ascends to 
the highest point with a large wreath, with which he crowns 
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the united spars, and then making a speech, takes a bottle of 
wine and hurls it to the earth. If it breaks, well and good ; 
but if not^ no lack will come to the house or its owners. The 
man who bears the wreath is followed by a long procession, 
who wait till he has fulfilled his commission, and receive him 
with shouts as he descends, when all proceed to the table, 
where thej eat^ drink, and are merry for many homrs, and then 
a dance closes the scene. The empty barrels tell in what con^ 
dition they must reach their homes. 

When a baby is bom among the poor, the Tillage matrons 
lire expected to call and fill the mother's cupboard with good 
things, to last till she is able to attend to it herself, and when 
she first appears at church, thanks are offered for her recovery. • 

During the winter, spinnmg circles are held two or three 
times a week, first in one house and then in another, W, all 
have been visited, when they begin again. Each maiden's 
wheel is carried by her lover, who accompanies her, and sits 
by her side during the evening, with his elbows upon his knees, 
a little pipe in his mouth, and knitting-woriE in his hand, with 
which he keeps as busy as she with her distaff, unless he stO})s 
to give her a kiss now and then, which she does not take at all 
amiss. The pastors' wires sometimes try to interfere with 
these spinning circles, which do not always end as decorously 
as they begin ; but they find it, on the wliole, better to permit 
them to meet openly, as otherwise they will meet secretly, 
and in less proper and more dangerous ways. It is some re- 
straint upon them, that when they come to be married they 
are not allowed to wear a bridal wreath unless they pre- 
serve their parity, and we saw the pastor on one occasion, 
when it was evident the wreath was unworthily worn, take a 
handkerchief and spread over the head of the bride, thus 

14 
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pabtisbiDg what perhaps few besides would have obsemd. 
In some provinces, when the father goes to roister the birth 

of his child, being asked tbe date of his marriage, as he 
alwagrs is, and iiuding the birth too 8ood, he is compelled to 
pay a som to goremment. Yet all this seems on the whole 
to be of little use; as a lady tells us, who has lived manj years 
iu a uortheru village, that she seldom kaew a wedding where 
the wreath could in all honor appear. 

Among the wealthy peasantry, a marriage is sometimes agreed 
upon by the parents, when the children are infants or very 
young, iu order to uuite lauds or other possessions, after tlie 
manner of princes, and in these cases of betrothals without 
their consent, the children obey, and cases of infidelity are very 
rare among married peasants. Before and during a betrothal, 
they suffer no discredit for any degree of immorality ; but after 
marriage, are disgraced, if not strictly upright. It often hap- 
pens that several chUdren are bom before the parties are old 
enough or in a condition to marry ; but when they arc, it takes 
place with the same ceremouy as if tlie wcddiug had preceded 
the chUdren. 

A wedding at the north, in the primitive style, is a grand 

affair. In every village is a man whose special ofHce it is to 
carry wedding invitations, which he docs on horseback with a 
long staff buckled to his side, hung with ribbons of every 
color of the rainbow, a large knot of the same in front, his hat 
gay with long streamers, and his horse^s head and tail in corres- ' 
ponding array. This is the uniform of the person who has the 
ofiBce, and is kept sacredly tbroi^h many generfttions. He sets 
out in gay spirits, stopping before every door, calling aloud to 
those within to come forth, when, in rustic rliyuio. lie tclLs hi;i 
errand, endeavoring to be as humorous as he can, and they 
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offer him a glass of brandy, to keep up his spirits and sharpen 
his wits. Before he has deli?ered a hondred messages, how- 
ever, he is apt to get somewbat dull. Every family is re- 
quested to bring their own knives and forks, and spoons, and 
where servants are kept, they also are expected to come. If 
the wedding is among the poor, a present mnst be offered, and 
in this way many obtain their means of going to housekeeping. 
The bride is escorted to the house of her lover by a cort^, 
consisting of the bridesmaids, who sit with her in the carriage, 
where also are her bed and spinning-wheel, with the distaff 
adorned with gay ribbons. Fonr horses draw the carriage 
with ribbons flattering from thehr heads, and in front ride the 
£ridesgrooms on horseback, with flowers and bows in their bot- 
tonholes and hat-bands. The bride enters her new home with 
great ceremony, where she is greeted by the company already 
assembled by drinking her health, when they all proceed to 
church, where the pastor awaits them. The form of marriage 
is the same everywhere, and like that of the Episcopal church. 
If they are not able to furnish themselves with rings, they 
exchange a piece of coin instead, and thns their troth is sealed 
and they are pronounced husband and wife. The schools are 
not in session on a wedding day, as the schoolmaster must be 
invited, and the children are all allowed to be spectators, and 
the young men shoot with guns, both going and returning from 
church, making a great noise. 

When the procession returns the dinner is ready, and has 
been the same at every wedding-feast for a century. The pastor 
and family, and any others who are not peasants, have a sepa- 
rate table, with plates and knives for each person. Bot all at 
the wedding-table are nut furuislied willi these luxuries, but liel]> 
themselves with their fingers or each other's forks and spoons 
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directly from the dishes, which consist invariably of soup, boiled 
ham, boQed rice with sauce, and roast veal On the pastor's 
table is also roast dnck, made particalarly excellent in the ejea 
of the people by being strewed with sugar and cinnamon 1 

The festivities continue three days, but the pastor and 
schoolmaster only attend the first, and on the third all are so 
weary that they retire early, and are not yery many. 
• The dance commences soon after the dinner, daring which 
every man must dance with the bride, and the groom with eveiy 
maiden, and at the end of eyery figure or waits each must pay 
a few cents. The most interesting ceremony is that of stealing 
the garter off the bride, which uiust be done by one of the 
yonug men ; but, knowing this beforehand, she places it very 
low, and when it is removed, the husband must redeem it with 
money. Then her shoe is passed around to receive any volun- 
tary contributions. They dance all night, and in the morning 
sleep upon benches, or chairs, or tables, for a little while, and 
tiien dance all day and all another hight. 

In the Black Forest we attended a wedding, where the 
parties were Catholics. Tliey came from a distance to the 
hotel, and walked in procession to the church, the men on one 
side of the street and the women on the other, preened by 
'six little girls of seven years of age, dressed in white, with 
wreaths upon their heads, and long saslies. lligh mass was 
performed, and burning candles placed before the bride. 
When they were ready, the fibther of the bride led her to the 
altar, and the young man was led by his father. When they 
met, they knelt upon a cusliion, side by side, and the priest read 
the service. When he attempted to put the ring upon the 
finger of the bride, he dropped it, which excited a great com- 
motion among the people, as it is considered an evil orocn. 
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Tiiej formed a procession, similar to ilic first, to return to the 
inn, where the bride was greeted with kisses and congrata- 
Jations for half an hoar, when they drank coffee, and departed 
to their new home, wlicrc the feast and dancing were the same 
as we have before do scribed. 

The anniyersary of a wedding is obseryed in some way by all 
ranks, but a lady told ns that when the marriage was not 
happy, it was not a very pleasant custom, and that she never 
once mentioned her wedding-day in the twenty years she 
U?ed with her hnsband. Bat we knew a silver wedding ob- 
served nnder very cnrioas drcamstances. The parties had 
lived together pleasantly enough for many years, and liad 
several children, when the husband, who was a very sentimen- 
tal man, fell in lore with a very sentimental woman, and left 
his wife and children a long time, to live with her in platonic 
.friendship, but as the prince to whom they were subject would 
not consent to a divorce, at length they removed to a distant city, 
and were married. When the twenty-fifth anniversary arrlTed, 
the husband and father returned to his first wife and children, 
to celebrate the silver wedding, which was attended with all 
the ceremonies uaxiaX on sach occasions, and seemed to pass as 
joyously as if they had not beeil separated. A silver wreath 
is worn by the wife, and a silver buckle by the husband, friends 
are invited, gifts presented and congratulations offered. When 
they had passed a week together they separated again, as 
amicably as they had met, perhaps not to meet again till the 
golden wedding, which occurs on the fiftieth anniversary, when 
they wear a golden crown and golden buckle, and children and 
grandchildren become part of the festive circle. 

In Saxony, the wife may divorce her husband for infidelity, 
. * as in other countries the husband may divorce the wife. Big- 
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amy is a cause of divorce, and. desertion on either side, or 
any attempt on the life of the other by either party, or any 
disgracefviY crime that Is panlshed by imprisonment. There is 
a case now pending iu Hanover, where it is under discussion, 
if the husband may open letters directed to Ids wife, if he sus- 
pects her fidelity. It was decided in one conrt that he might, 
and the accused wife appealed. The decisions of the higher 
court are not made kuown. Wheu the wife divorces the hus- 
band for infidelity, he can have none of her property, and she 
retains the children, while yonng, bnt he may have them when 
older to educate, if proved that he is better able, but both 
parties arc allowed to see them, unless lil^ely to be a moral 
injury to them. 

It is cnrions that m Prussia the laws were made more strin- 
gent concerning divorce lately, in order to i)roiuote morality, 
and in Saxony relaxed to promote the same end. 

Birthdays are also among the honored ones, and we said to 
an elderly nnmarried lady : " Ton cannot be so sensitive in 
Germany about telling your age as they are in other couotries. 
If any anniversary is kept, all must know your age." 

" And why not,'' she said, " why should I be ashamed of my 
age ? I am fiifty-two, what matter is it who knows V* Bnt 
we were told by others that they often attended birth- 
day festivals, year after year, without knowing the age of the 
person whom they congratulated. It was a question neyer 
asked, and a subject never alluded to. It was not necessary 
to know exactly how many years one had lived, in order to 
wish them still many more of happiness and love. Presents 
are a part of the ceremony on all occasions. We caibe down 
one bright spring morning to the breakfast-room, without 
knowing that it was the birth-day of any one in the house. The * 
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walls and windows were festooned with green, the table was ar- 
rayed in flowers, and loaded with toys, and arronnd were hang- 

various articles that told distinctly euough in whose honor 
was all this. A door, the upper part of which was glass, 
separated this room from the nursery, and soon we saw a little 
head with silver curls appear, crowned with a wreath of shin- 
ing leaves and rosy buds. What a shouting of merry voices 1 
Then came the nurse with her little charge dressed in white, 
with another wreath about her waist. How she clapped her 
little hands as she was seated in a high arm-chair, converted 
into a Naiad's bower, by an arch of green, and wreaths of 
moss and ivy, and placed at the table. She was only two 
years old, and did not at all appredate the new hat and cloak, 
or dress, but was immediately absorbed in trying to feed a pair 
of sugar twins, that were perfect representations of a living 
German baby in swaddling clothes. They are rolled up like a 
•mummy, and we never laughed so heartQy as when we first saw 
one hi such a plight, with its little woman's cap tied close 
under its chin. We had never quite appreciated a birth-day 
festival till we saw this. 

Among Catholics name-days are also observed, that is, the 
day on which they are christened, but we were present only 
once where this occurred, and. it was then the mother of a 
family who was honored. Wine was sent her from her aged 
parents, far distant, to drink on the occasion, and had been 
sent every name and birth-day since her marriage. We had 
a sumptuous dinner with a few friends who brought gifts. lu 
the evening, games were played, and the children danced. 

Cards, games and puzsdes, may be seen upon every German 
table, and we were never anywhere that they were not the 
amusement of the children, on Sunday and other holiday even- 
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iDgs. This is a strange sight to an American, and many a dis- 
cusBion we have had with the parents ooncermng it. They say 
alw uy s, it is better to afford them innocent amnsement at home, 

than to have them sighing from weariness, and longing for for- 
bidden pleasures. The children look upon cards as upon toys 
of any other kind, and use them in the %ame way. In answer 
to whether it does not lead them to a taste for gambling, they do 
not think there is so much danger as when they are concealed 
and prohibited at home, for they are sure to learn by stealth 
when they go into the world, and become more excited in this 
way than when practising it always as an innocent amusement. 
But in all these things we cannot judge. 

The pleasant and oft recurring festivals we like. They fill 
the home with joy, and scatter oyer all. life's pathway those 
ha})py memories which give to the darkest some brightness, 
mid to the bitterest cup some sweetness, and no pilgrimage 
through this world is in danger of not being sufficiently weaty. 
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COSTUMES "WOMEN WORKING IN THE FIELD — LODGINGS AT AN INN 

KITCHEN WORK RECIPE FOR PRESERVING FRESH FRUIT 

CIDER MAKING ^TILES CARTS WOODEN UTENSILS APPLE-BEE 

— S AUS AG E3 — FOOD CHIMNBY-aWEEPS — TITLES — ETIQUfiTTK 01" 

CALLING ^BEIBOTHALS. 

It is curious that ia some peasant districts the women adhere 
as tenaciously to the bat as the Indian women, though in 
no other respect do they don men's attire. Bnt not at all 
times arc they so becoming as at the fair, where they serve to 
giro variety, and in gala dress did not seem out of place. We 
haye seen those happy-looking wives and meiry-hearted maid- 
ens, bearing the bnrden and heat of the day in the midst of 
their toils, and learned that those we saw before were not only 
holiday costumes but holiday smiles. 

In the Black Forest, where a new road was bemg cut 
through a mountain, and for tiiiles the hill mnst be dug out, 
we saw droves of women, with those same painted straw hats, 
breaking stones with an iron martel upon the highway, and 
other droves filUng the wheelbarrows with dirt, and filing off 
in a long row to empty them into the valley. Besides the hat, 
their costume was a coarse j^etticoat like the froddng of the 
New England farmer, and a sort of jacket of the same ; often 
no stockings or shoes, or if they have, so coarse and hard 
that they seem to be more painful to the feet than the stones. 

In the region of Bremen, or Ilamburg, wc have seen whole 

14 
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troops of people with the sabots, or wooden shoes, which aro 
great cLwaay things carred from one piece of wood, and go clat- 
tering at every step. In the sonth we noticed none bnt leather ; 
but they arc too costly to be worn every day, and so these 
poor women tramp from moruing till night, barefooted upou 
these sharp stones, doing the labor that, in America, is only 
performed by the lowest class of Irishmen. Thdr dress and 
appearance reminded us of the negro women upon soHthern 
plantations. What most the homes be which are arranged 
and sanctified by soch women, and what the children, nursed 
and cared for by snch mothers ? 

lu some places a kind of a higher class is formed by those 
who do not allow the women to work in the fields and on the 
roads ; it was in snch a family that we epeat a little time 
daring the apple-gathering and cider-making period, in the 
autumn. They kept the village inn ; but on a road that did 
not bring them a throng of customers from foreign parts. 

The father was, in appearance and manners, like the better 
class t>f farmers in New England, and the wife and daughters 
also very similar to those we should find in the same position 
at home. And, alas,. we mnst s%y the comparison goes farther. 
In both cases when they arrire at a kind of independence, it is 
the man alone who arrives at ease. Being no longer obliged 
to work in the field, he only exercises a kind of supervision 
over his affairs, working a little every day if he chooses, and the 
remainder of the time smoking and chatting with his cnstomm 

As nsnal in German inns, thef^ is no place where a woman 
can sit down and be decent or comfortable, except in her room, 
and here we took all onr meals. The rooms for guests 
were famished with the usual quota of long wooden benches, 
placed against the i^lls, and the long wooden tables In front — 
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and never made more cheerful by cloth or napkin. There might 
be seen at every hoar of the day also, the osoal qaota of wmo- 
bibbera and beer-driiikers, manching black bread, and smoking 
and gossiping, as if these were the great objects of life. 

We asked for a room with one bed, but were obliged to take 
one with two, and when we came, to pay onr bill, found we 
were obliged to pay for two also, thongh only one was occupied. 
It was made up with special care for our comfort, and consisted 
first of a thick straw bed, as foundation-; upon this, at the 
head, a large solid straw pillow, made npon the principle of an 
inclined plane. Then came another hard bed, but a little softer 
than the straw. Now, the suowy liueii sheets, ami two featlior 
pillows, upon which it would be impossible to sleep except 
in an npright position. Upon these were placed two feather 
beds, each half a yard in depth, so that from the top to the 
bottom, the wliole measured two yards. In many j)easaut 
houses that we have seen, the guest-chamber is furnished 
with a ladder upon which to climb to the top of the bed, and 
we should certainly have needed one here if we had thonght 
of finding repose upon such a mountain ; but iustead of this 
we spent half an hour removing the several layers, until the 
proper height was reached for onr convenience. We did not 
have to make onr bed but it was considerable labor to re- 
make it ; but we could not think of asking any change in the 
arrangements, as this would destroy the beauty of the bed, 
which is everywhere made np as high and round as posnble, 
in order to look well in their eyes. How it is possible for 
people to preserve health, sweated and sweltered every night 
by snch a process, we do not understand, and they wondered 
not less how we could sleep in any other way. The only other 
famitnre of the room was a deal tables upon which every even- 
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iug was set a bowl of fresh water for oar morning ablations, 

and a tumbler filled with the same for our Diouth ; with each day 
a dean towel, and three times a week all the linen of the bed 
renewed, which was a lozory we never fonnd elsewhere, and in 
no city oftener than once a month. 

We had furnished ourselves with chocolate, knowing it could 
not be purchased so far in the coontry, and had, every morning, 
sweet milk, and the osoal good bread, with two ^;g8, fdr 
oar breakfast. For dinner, boUed beef and black bread, after 
a soup which was only the water in which 'the beef had been 
boiled, sometimes a pickle, and perhaps for dessert, a piece of 
Med pork, or Hver, with potatoes. For sapper, chocolate and 
bread, bat others had a hearty meat-supper, at nine o'clock, in 
the commou room. The mother and daughters worked all the 
day in the kitchen and dining-room, and when we have looked 
oat very early, we have seen the wife washipg flom and sweep- 
ing the street in front of the house, looking weary ere it was 
dawn, while her gude man slept. The daughters were very 
pretty, and dressed like New England gurls of the same rank, 
having wholly discarded the peasant dress. They allowed as 
freely to cuter the kitchen, and initiated us into all the opera- 
tions of dairy and pantry, and this we found all German house- 
wives willing to do. 

It was, as we said, the bnsy time of the year, and those who 
went to the fields, came liome with carts laden with apples, 
pears, and nuts, which were deposited in bins for the several 
purposes to which they were destined. What we call in 
America English walnuts grow here in great abuodance, and 
taste, wlieu green, very much like- buttcnints. The bark is 
peeled off and dried lor fuel, and the nuts put away in heaps, 
for the children to crack around the winter fire ; but among 
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the poorer families, they arc carried to market, and exchanged 
for articles more necessary to life. 

The cideivpress stands in the great barn floar, instead of 
having a house by itself, as in New England, and occupies only 
some feet of space, being turned by a man instead of a horse. 
A half tun stands to receive the expressed jaice, in the taste 
of which we perceive no diiference from that we were ac- 
customed to sip npon the philosophic principle of suction, 
through a straw, and which we sec children doing in exactly 
the same way here. In the kitchen there is a scene, too, cor- 
responding exactly to the one exhibited in a New England 
kitchen, whilst the cider Is making in the bam. A great kettle 
hangs in the fire-place, behind the stove, filled with halves and 
quarters of apples boiling in the liquid, which their brothers 
baye fnmished, and when it is done it will be dder apple-taucCj 
snch as American honsewives put up for the winter, and which 
keeps good here, as there, till spring. On the stove is another 
kettle with pear-ioiue, prepared in the same way, bnt sweeter 
and richer ; and aronnd are yarions small earthen pots with 
stews and sances of a different kind. We have seen in the 
summer, a way of putting up fruit and berries, which we never 
saw before, and hope shall not be considered descending to 
insignificant particulars in transcribing a few recipes from a 
Grerman cook-book, as it was not in the cook-book alone that 
"we learned them. 

Many times in- the winter we were regaled with fresh straw- 
berries and fresh gooseberries, and when summer came, learned 
how they were thus preserved : 

Take unripe gooseberries, clip the stems and blossoms, be care- 
fdl not to cnt the skin of the berry, and pnt them m a clean dry 
wme-flask. Take a large kettle and cover the bottom with hay. 
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then place the flasks so thej will not touch each other in the 
hay, and so sopported thai* they will not fall ; corked, bat not 
tight Then filling the kettle with cold water, set it over a hot 
fire, and boil till the water has entirely evaporated, whfeu the 
kettle must be taken off, but the flasks allowed to remain in 
the hay till morning. Then leal them tight with rosin, and 
place them in the cellar, tn a lying posture. After eight days, 
turn them and cover them with sand, and when they are taken 
out for use they are good as when bottled. 

(Gooseberries are also prepared by clipping them in the same 
way, wiping them with a cloth, and patting them in a dry flask, 
sealed tight ; thus, no sugar is used till they arc put upon the 
table. All plums, berries, and fruits are prepared in this way, 
and need no attention aft^wards, being in no danger of fer- 
menting, much labor and expense are saTed, and as a relish, 
they are better than when preserved in sugar. Sometimes tin 
boxes are osed instead of glass, and then they are soldered by 
the tuiman, but afterwards placed in hot water, to be sare to 
derelop any air-hdes that have escaped notice. We hare 
seen a hundred of them in one store closet. 

Not only apple sauce, and pear saace, and plum sauce are 
stewing npon the stoTe, bat a dozen pots of soor milk, which is 
taken, after the cream is removed, and put in a warm place till 
it becomes of the right consistency to mould into the little 
Dutch cheeses we have mentioned. They cannot afford sweet 
milk for cheese. To a hoasewife's work there is no end in one 
country or another, bnt in a honse where the women do all 
these things, and work also in the field and on the highway, 
what a life of slavery they must lead I 

On the steps which lead oat into the bora we hear the 
chonhdash splashing, and as we go to see, the noise of the 
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.flails in the ^anary strikes our ear, so we go there to see also. 
The bundles of rye are strewn npon the floor in no dififerent 

fashion from that to which we have been accnstomed, but there 
are three men threshing instead of two, and they keep time not 
less exactly, bat t^e motion of eaoh is slower, and the mnsic 
of the strokes a little different on this account. The flails are 
square instead of round, and heavier than those wliieh the ma- 
chines have everywhere superseded in America. The threshing 
machine we have not seen in Germany. We have also visited 
the brick yard, where the process of moolding and burning the 
clay is very similar to that in America, but either the material 
• is not so fine, or they do not work it so long to make it soft 
and smooth. ' The bricks, when finished, are coarse and rude ; 
but though houses are built of them in city and country, they 
are always covered with stiicco, a kind of plaster, which may 
be made of any color, and admits of various species of orna- 
ment. With time it becomes dingy, and in all old towns, gives 
a peculiarly antiquated appearance to the walls. In America 
the climate would not admit of this species of finish, and we do 
not know why it is adhered to here instead of using paint, un- 
less that paint would not cover the rude bricks, and the bricks 
can be made in no other way. 

In the country, the first peculiarity that strikes one in the 
houses, is the roof covered with tiles instead of shingles. The 
process of moulding and baking these is similar to that of making 
the porcelain stoves. They are made of coarse potter's clay, 
which is either red or black, according to the coloring matter 
they use. It is in the marshy districts that they find the right 
kind of earth and stone for the mixture. The tiles are in the 
form of shingles, only a little wider, and placed upon the roof 
in the same way, one above the other. In the olden time the 
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peasants' houses were everywhere thatched with straw, and 
this is used still among the poorer classes, being much the 
cheapest materiaL Bat famera and tho^ who wish to pro- 
cure the benefit of insarance, most pay so mach more where 
the danger from fire is so great, that it becomes cheaper in the 
end to use the tiles, and they last much longer thaa shuigles. 
They have been so long nsed that they have given an indiyidn- 
ality to the German landscape, of which the artist avails him- 
self to give effect to his sketches. When they are new they 
look neat and pretty, but become quite black with time and 
weather. So also does the straw, which we still see upon some 
old farmhonsesy with high peaked roof, and the ea/oes coming 
down almost to tlic cartli. After a few years they are black as 
mud, and look not so well as black shingles or black tiles. 

We do not see anywhere the pretty wagons which in Amer- 
ica are deemed necessary for going to church and pleasure 
rides. On holidays the women and children are piled into the 
hay carts, with scarcely less ceremony than the corn and pota- 
toes, and acting upon the principle of conforming in all things 
to all men, and when with Bomans or peasants, doing as they 
do, wc have enjoyed whole days of sight-seeing from village to 
Tillage in a cart that furnished us with no better seat than a 
rude board placed across from side to side, npon which it re- 
quired all our moral and physical strength to preserre our up- 
rightness. But the cart is by no means so graceful an affair as 
the one used in America. The sides are a rude ladder^ and 
the bottom rough, heavy boards. Underneath hangs a basket 
with hay and other prcveTider, *' swinging as we go," and when 
we stop, is tied under the horse's nose to strengthen hun for 
further efforts. To get in we dimb over the wheels, and to get 
out, jump near half a rod ; but not in coach or carriage had 
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we ever such genuine enjoyment, with sometimes only a peasant 
yoath, and sometimes a peasant youth and maiden for oar 

companions, now stopping to chat with a Fran at her spinnings 

wheel, a damsel at the brook, or a boy raking hay. ITcrc and 
there upon the doorsteps are men and women weaTing baskets 
of msfaes. 

" For green grow the rushes 0," 

by every stream; and wherever there is a water-power ^ it is 
made to serre some purpose, either to the blacksmith or the 
cooper. We have been qnite enchanted with the variety, con- 
venience, and neatness, of the wooden articles in every comfort- 
able dairy and kitchen. An American housewife would scarcely 
know the use of many of them; bat would feel very rich were 
she once supplied. They are made, like almost everything else, 
by the peasantry in their leisure hours, who receive the different 
articles from a factory in an unfi.uished state, or make a begin- 
ning which the machinery most perfect. Thus a^e prodaced 
the wooden spoons, forks, knives, ladles, skimmers, boxes for 
flour, salt, spice, and fruits, that enable one to have everything • 
very handi/f and yet secure from dust, and give such a nice 
Atnuemfary look to cupboard and storehouse. 

The kuikhgs, so characteristic of American harvesting, we 
do not Kcc in Germany, as the little Indian corn that is raised 
makes no such gatherings necessary. As we have elsewhere 
said, it is only the pigs and g^ese who luxuriate upon this aF> 
tide; but the ofipMee, for cutting and drying the winter's store, 
exhibits the same features, and the long pairing that can be 
turned over the head three times without breaking, when it 
falls gives the maiden the initial of her lover's name as correctly 
in one land as the other, and never yet did we see a woman who 
had not consulted this oracle I 
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When it is time to kill pigs and salt meat, which most be 
done before Christmas, all the paraphemaUa for batchering, 

trying fat, aucjl makiuf^ sausages, is not less imposing, nor less 
disagreeable, and for children is not less a grand gala season, 
among one people than another. Bat in Germany sausages are 
made eyery month in the year, and we have counted thirteen 
different kinds, with as mnch difference in the taste, as between 
meat when fried, baked, and boiled. Several kinds have in 
them a mixtnre of meal, wheat, or rye, or oats; and some are 
, smoked after being staffed, like dried beef, and so thoroughly 
cnrcd in this way, that they need no cooking in order to be 
palatable; some are mixed up with warm blood right from the 
anunal, and considered thos greatly enriched; some are a mix- 
ture of liver and fat, with salt, pepper, and other condiments; 
others are made of smoked meats, with white bread, and but- 
ter, and spices, and it has lately been ascertained that horse- 
flesh is to a great extent used in their composition. During 
the festal week of Pfingsten (Whitsuntide) 185t, several thou* 
sand pounds were served out to the })oo})le of one city in the 
form of sausages and salt beef. We only marvel how they can 
afford to 'slaughter horses for this ignoble purpose, as they 
seem altogether too precious and beautiful to be food for man t 
If we were sure the sausages had nothing worse in them, we 
should eat them with a better relish than we sometimes do. 
There are many of them especially designed to be eaten with 
BviUrlrodj in the fbrm of sandwiekes, and to be found every- 
where at restaurants and merry-makings, upon steamboats, and 
at railroad depots. 

In Southern Germany we seldom have bread and butter 
placed upon the table separately, but already spread, and with 
slices of smoked meat or sausage between. Ham is eaten in 
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the same way as dried beef, or cat into little bits half an inch 
square, and placed open bread. To os it seemed like eating 

raw meat, and we could by no effort succeed in swallowinpr it, 
to the great surprise of those who esteem it a luxury. Tiie 
head and feet of pigs are converted into the compoand every- 
where known as soute, or head-cheese, and not at all different 
from what we have always seen it. But a kiud of sausage is 
also made of thp same materials. 

We have never seen what in New England is called a boiled 
diskf consisting of boiled beef, pork, tongue, and all garden 
vegetables. The boiled beef is eaten alone or with bread; 
afterwards come the vegetables, and never more than two 
kinds, with perhaps rioe. They have a way of making inmips 
very savory, catting them ap after they are bdled, and stewing 
them in a rich gravy. We have seen boiled, but never 
baked beans, which would certainly be an acquisition to their 
hUl of fare, if they coald be convinced of it. 

Oofke is the common beverage among the poorest peasantry; 
but with the West Indian Mocha they mix burnt barley, oats, 
and a great deal of chickory. At breakfast, when they merely 
eat bread with it, they ose no sugar, even when tiiey are able, 
and having seen how little sugar is nsed any way, we most 
know that most of the coffee is drauk without it, and some- 
times withoat milk. 

Hot bread of any kind is oat of the question where it is all 
purchased at the bakers, and they do not know the nse of soda 
or saleratus in city or country. We once asked a lady for a 
grain of soda, and she had not the least idea what it was, or 
what coold be its nse, and had as little idea of castards. No- 
where, in town or country, have we seen this delicioos mixtore 
of butter, milk, and eggs. 
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Fishing or angling is not so common a sport in Germany as 
in other ooimtriesy bat in the liTers, fish are very plenty and 
good. Many years ago salmon were so abnndant in the Weser, 
that t]ie authorities of Bremen were obliged, or rather felt 
obliged, to make a law forbidding families to give it to their 
servants more than twice a week, not considering it healthy to 
eat it oftener, which they were in great danger of doing when 
it was 80 cheap. The last few years it has been so scarce, that 
the richest families could not afford it, and enough for a coarse 
at dinner cost several dollars. Within a few weeks twenty 
* thousand have been pnt in the riyer, which may soon oblige 
them to make another law for the health of servants ! So 
precioas is every spire of grass, that farmers do not like the 
angler upon the borders of their streams to despoil it, and in 
the large rivers nets ensnare the victims by thousands, as 
they do on the slioros of the Potomac. 

Chimney-sweeps are not the least carious of German insti- 
tutions, and are, like all others, government appointments. 
When we first met them we thought they were negroes, they 
are so thoroughly black from top to toe; but soon learned 
they were not so from nature's coloring. They cover them- 
selves closely, leaving only the eyes and ears free, and carry 
with them the machinery of theur office. Two and two they 
are usually to be met, and seem as entirely a race apart as 
colored people are in America. We never saw them speak- 
ing or spoken to, but with slow and measured tread, enthre]iy 
absorbed in their meditations, they march around, entering 
each house at the time appointed by the police, and sweeping 
the chimneys at their own discretion, the occupants never 
being consulted in the matter. They give notice in time for 
the stoves and fire-places to be cooledi and bat very little 
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time is required in the operation. The brooms and scrapers 
have very long handles, and the chimneys are so constructed 
that they reach through a narrow aperture and bring down 
the soot without filling the room, thoogh they look pretty 
thoroughly covered with it themselves. In large and small 
towns it is the same — the chimney-sweeps are a part of the 
govemmental corpf . . 

Sldghingand sledging are not among the amusements of the 
peasantry, though favorite sports of the higher classes. They 
have wood to cut and draw, and chop, but so many other mate- 
rials are nsed for fire, and wood is so dear, that this is not so 
important a part of the winter's labor as among the farmers 
in America. The hcatli must be dug in the summer, and every 
patch of wood is owned by king, or dnke, or noble, who has a 
forester to guard his possessions, and treasure the princely 
revenues which accrue from the sale of timber, wood and bmsh, 
on his domains. We arc here reminded of the curious custom 
of giving to the wife of a man who bears a title, the same with 
a feminine termination. The wife of a forester is the Frau For- 
esterinn, the wife of a general the Frau €kneralinn, and of a 
consul the Frau Consulinn, the last syllable answering to ess in 
English. However humble the office, the title must be used 
with not less ceremony, from Madam Prwy CcmdU/eress, to 
Madam Day-hook Keeperess. The German language abounds in 
compound words, formed by adding to the beginuiug and the 
end of the original. This becomes very amusing in addressing 
titled ladies, conrertmg a sunple woman into Frau Oberconsis- 
torialdirectorinn. Mrs, Directress of the upper Consistory 
Court ! and must all be repeated every time slie is addressed, 
or you commit an unpardonable offence. A merchant's wife, on 
registering her name at a watering place, was asked if she had 
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no title. " No," she said : " I am simi l y Frao G J* " Bat 

jou must have a title, it will bring you so much more consider- 
ation.'' Still she decliaed assnming honors not bestowed, but 
still the man perasted, and finally set her down as Fran Ober- 
ajipellationsraihinn^ by which she was afterwards called. One 
• would thiuk titled people would become of little importauco 
among such an* armji bat it is only those who ha?e some sort 
of goyemment office who can sport a title, and there remains a 
still larger class without this distinction. In the free cities, 
merchants, and those of their calliugs, may be elevated to the 
highest offices, bat when there they remain for life. Senators, 
representatives, and judges are never removed, unless for crime, 
and being human they are very apt to prefer their own interest 
to that of tlie people, and forget those with whom they were 
once on a level. In FrankfortH)n-the-Maine, there are three 
men who officiate as Burgomasters in rotation, and which shall 
serve is decided by shalving three balls, black, white, and red, in 
a sack, and drawing them by chance. The one who happens to 
get the white ball is Burgomaster for three years, and the next 
three, and so on, as long as he happens to get the right ball. 
Tliere is no new election from among the people till cue dies, 
or is deposed for some special ofTcucc. 

The customs and peculiarities of the higher classes do not 
come within our special province, yet may now and then illus- 
trate the condition of the lower, from whom liiey are separated 
by so broad a gulf. But the broad gulf of ceremony sepa- 
rates all Germans from those of other nations who may come 
among them. The etiquette of England and America, which 
recpiires that a stranger bo sought by the inhabitants in whose 
midst he comes, is exactly reversed in Germany. If one has a 
letter of recommendation he must go and present it, which 
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seems very mach like saying : " Here I am, and dow of course 

• 

yon cannot avoid receiving me/' and is so disagreeable a cere- 
mony that many stay a year without presenting a letter, and 
thus of course stay a year without making a single acquaint- 
ance. A yonng lady residing in a family can never receive 
a call or an invitation unless the famOy choose first tb take her 
round to thu liouscs of their friends. In that case she would 
probably find them very cordial, and very glad to see her, aud 
afterirards experience their hospitality and kindness. But if 
she happened to be in a family where deep mourning made it 
unconventional for the family to pay visits, or for any worse or 
better reason they chose not to do it, and though the friends 
and acquaintances of the family call often and know she is there 
qnite alone, and in a way to make it impossible for her to see 
anything of society or amusements, they take no notice of her, 
and never imagine they seem unfriendly, or that she must feel 
strangely desolate thus left to herself. In the same instance in 
England or America there would be greater e£fort to pay her 
attention ; all within the circle of the friends of the family would 
call and be sure that she did not feel neglect from the peculiar 
circumstances in which she happened to be placed. We knew 
a young lady thus situated, and for five months no human being 
manilcsted the least iuterest hi her, and during all that time she 
entered but one house in the city. In another city the family 
took her to all their friends, and she was afterwards treated 
with the utmost kindness and consideration. We sometimes 
asked if there was no such thing as inducing people to abandon 
so barbarous a custom, and they always replied, ** no such thing 
as inducing a German to abandon any custom." The fashion- 
able hour for calling is between twelve and one, aud it would 
be quite dangerous to presume upon the forgiveness of any 
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genteel family if they should be surprised by a friendly call at 
any other hoar. Then the ladies are siiting up for coils and at 
no other ticie may be in Jix, and of course it may happen that 
few are a^ home, bat this we could never consider any great 
calamity, as a card answers all the purposes of snch a call where 
there is only time to see how people are dressed, and ask how 
they find themselYes.'' If it is snmmer, yon do not find your- 
self in a yery agreeable temperament, unless yon are among 
those who " keep a carriage " to ride on such hot summer days. 
Bat the finding of the people before yoa can ask them how 
they find themselTes, is still more disagreeable. Nay, seldom 
is the name npon the door, and npon every floor there will be 
a family. You knock upon tlie first one you see, and some cue 
calls oat " herein " — come in. You open the door and see two 
or three people, who look np in great astonishment^ wondering 
who yon are. Ton ask if snch a fomily lives here, they tell yon 
" ndn, ohen" no, above. You ascend another staircase and repeat 
the same experience, and after three or foar, yoa find those 
yon seek. Often the staufcases are dark and dirty, as it is the 
doty of each family only to attend to one. In the sabnrbs of 
the cities, the modern houses of the wealthy have highly fur- 
nished and elegant entrance halls and staircases to correspond 
with the interior, and we have seen the ivy creeping npon the 
bannisters and over the walls. Where there is only one family 
in the house, the outer door has a bell attached to it, which 
rings when the door is opened. The parlor is nsnally on the 
second floor. Whoever calls, finds his way to the room he seeks, 
though on the way be will perhaps see two or three heads 
peeped out at difTerent doors to learn who has entered. From 
some of thorn he learns where to go, and when he reaches the 
salon, knocks, and hears ** herein,^ which he obeys by walking 



Digitized by Google 



EnQUETIB. 



337 



in, and whoever is there rises to receive him. We never knew 
any one to open the door, thoug^h thfere might be half a dozea 
chikLreo with " notbiag else to do.'' 

They are nnder the impression in Gtormanj, that there is no 
politeness or ceremony of any kind iu America ; hut most well- 
bred Americans wouUl be amazed at the little there is in Ger- 
many. A lady told oa how disturbed her husband was at the 
iU-manners of the people in hotels at table. She had the idea 
that all Americans ate very much like pigs. When we came to 
sit at the same gentleman's table, we wondered how it could 
disturb him if they did, as there was not the slightest order or 
ceremony obsenred towards guests, or towards eatables, by 
those around him. Eacli one put his own knife in tlic butter, 
and the children reached this way and that, and arose out of 
tbeir ehairs to help themselves, in a manner we had never seen 
in barbaroas America. Children with unwashed hands, day 
after day, and week after week, handled the bread and cheese 
without mercy, and now and then dipped their fingers iu the 
molasses and drew them over the tabloHsloth to their mouths, 
and this at the table of a gentleman, who held the highest posi- 
tion a gentleman can hold in the laud. Yet the same children 
would be punished, if they failed to say " good morning and 
"goodnight^" on rismg and retiring. 

Not the least amnsing characteristio of German etiquette is 
the custom for men to kiss each other. We have often seen, 
in the public street, and in depots and upon boats, two aged, 
bearded men, express their love for each other in this way, 
bestowing a kiss upon each cheek, and sometimes an additional 
one upon the lips. We thought it very ridiculous, and quite 
disgustmg at first, but when we came to reason with ourselves 
upon the matter, and ask why not ? why should not men kiss 
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each Other as well as women ? we had no answer, and do not 
mtend to waste aoy logic in proving to them or anj one else 
that it Is not a fit and comely way of manifesting their affec- 
tion ; but when each has to remove a pipe from his month 

for the purpose, and stroke away the long moustache, we could 
not help thinklog sweetness no part of the ingredient of sach 
kisses. 

Among the npper classes, the annonnchig of a betrothal is . 
a formal ceremony attended with manifestations that strike 
one as having no lack of the honey of life. At a dinner party 
given in honor of one soon to be a bride, there were present a 
yonng gentleman and lady, who, dnring all the time, had com- 
ported themselves with the most becoming dignity, without any 
appearance of special interest m each other. When the din- 
ner was nearly finished, the father of the yonng lady arose and 
said he was happy to announce to the assembled guests to 
whom ho had the honor of speaking, that his daughter was 
betrothed. The yonng man then arose and greeted her, her 
health was drunk by all, and then the two seated themselves 
together, and commenced a series of the most ravishing 
caresses, which are never seen in other countries but in the 
most private drcle. Those who are betrothed are expected at 
all times to practice the same, and on all pnblic occasions to 
devote themselves entirely to each other, with arms entwined, 
and " kisses long and sweet.'' We see no objections to the 
custom, but were cnrions to know if the same pnUidty of en- 
dearments continued after marriage. " Oh, no," said the lady 
we asked, " they are not continued either publicly or privately. 
We always know a married pair in company by the distance 
they keep from each other, and those who are betrothed by 
the proximity." 
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In Sazenj and some other provinces of soathera Germany, 
the bridal dress is presented by the brid^^m, and arrives in 
a little baslcet adorned with ribbons and flowers, wbicb tbe Mr 
one uncovers, to find dress, veil, wreath, shoes and stockings, 
all in the most recherM style and arrangement, bnt there is 
nothing to indicate that cnmHm is considered necessary I 
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CHAPTER XXllI. 

AMUSEMEHTS — ^PAUIEBS — SmUN£S — ^MARIAZELLE — HABIA TAF£L 

BLACK LADT OF ALTOtTINCS — ST. WENCBSLAUS — EASTER MONDAY 
IS yiENNA — ^WHITBUNTIDB IK FRAXKFOBT ON THE KAINX — 

CONFIRMATION — CHRISTMAS. 

The festival days arc so maoy in Germany that we ore uot 
sure that we shall bo able to Dumber them or call them all by 
name. In the Catholic portion of the country, where we 
mostly sojourned, they come much oftencr, and arc kept much 
more scrupulously than among the Protestants at the north, 
where peculiarities, especially in the* cities, are fast disappear- 
ing, and English manners and customs tahfng their place. To 
some we have already alluded, as the Feast of Consecration, 
which occurs in cTery Catholic village once a year, and in each 
' one on a different Sunday, and belongs especially to the Catho- 
lic church. One sees very often in traveling a little chapel far 
away on a hill, so secluded that it is difficult to imagine whence 
the worshipers come, if it be its purpose to accommodate 
those who meet for prayer and praise. But we soon learn that 
they do not mind distance. There is a winding path that leads 
to the to]) of the hill, and on any festal day a long procession 
may be seen wending their way, in the performance of a kind 
of pQgrimage, to a spot they believe to have some peculiar 
recommendation as a place of worship. We may 'also some- 
times see two or four weary-looking wanderers, with a bundle 
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hanging upon a stick across their shoulders, on their way to 
some far distant city or charch, or consecrated spot, in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the old Orosaders, or rather of the 
ancient Polnerf, who enlisted not in the wars, but with staff 
and often with naked feet, traversed thousands of miles to offer 
np their deTOtions, or ask some faTor which they hoped to 
procnrCy because of the penance they had performed. The 
land Is fall of legends of these Palmers, who were often princes 
in disguise, or knights hoping for a glimpse of their lady-loves 
as they knocked at some door and begged an alms or night's 
lodging, which no ftmOy, h%h or low, was at liberty to refuse. 
Yonng maidens, also, performed a pions senrice by washing 
their feet, sore and travel-stained ; but we do not know whether 
they followed the example so far as to wipe them with the hair 
of thdr heads. Yet it was then and is still the costom to 
gather sweet-scented herbs, to soak in the water which is to 
bathe the feet of guest or stranger, and fair damsels hastened 
with nimble feet to plack the most fragrant leaves and roots^ 
to soothe the pain of those who were termed Aoly wanderers, 
and whilst they prepared and applied them there was ample 
time for words of recognition, for vows of unchanging MeUty, 
and sometimes for more tender protestations of endearment 

Every Catholic conntry has its shrine, which is resorted to 
by kings and nobles even at the present day, and in all the pro- 
vinces are many of less importance, which are repaired to by 
the people on all occasions, when they need special aid or foi^ 
giyeness. The one most distingnished in Austria is called the 
Mariazdle, and is situated in tlie midst of the Styrian moun- 
tains ; and to it the inhabitants from every part of the king- 
dom come in thrcmgs, from May till September, and eren 
amidst the snows of winter, it is not quite deserted. In Vienna, 
at the time appointed for the pilgrimage, a notice is affixed to 
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all the church doors, aud those who wonld join the procession 
exhorted to be ready, when, amidst the ringing of bells and the 
inttering of baanen, a {uobb, and at the buha time jojom 
groop is aeeo in every street, which, as thtij pfoeeed, becomes 
a grand procession, and few souuds ure more impressive than 
the chant of a band of pilgrims on their march, as it comes 
upon tbe ear amidst the lonely sditiides of the Ugk Alps, 
among efiifii and precipices. The simple peasants of Ansbm 
and Bavaria are no mean choristers ; and the deep melody of 
then* voices, the solemness of the scene, and the earnestOiess 
of the manner of those who tkns raise the hymn in the g|Eaiid% 
est temple of the God of nature, serve to increase the efiact 
which it produces on the miud. It is uut ditiicult to believe 
those sincere who engage in these exercises of piety. 

Bnt some of the alber scease an similar to those wbidi 
attend the camp meetings in the woods of America. The iims 
in the neighborhood are (juite iusufficient for the accommoda- 
tion of the multitudes, who are obliged to resort to the primi- 
tive bed of oar first parents, and be covered like the " poor 
lost children of the wood," on whom the robins toolc pity, and 
buried iu leaves. Those who are able to find a lodging aud to 
pay for it, must still bo content to share a bed with another, 
and perhaps with half a doien, and thos, indoofs and wt, the 
high and low, the rich and poor, men and women, are mmgled 
together in most unceremonious and most unaristocratic asso- 
ciation, and theur songs and revekies in the Md are very dif- 
ferent firom the hymns and ^acolatioas which are heard as 
they set ont. 

A certain number of villages unite for one procession, that 
which each shall join being designated by the charch, so that 
eighty are formed dnring the snmmer, and the number of pil- 
grims doring a season often reaches 100,000. Many of them 
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have some malady, of which they wish to be cured, and believe 
the iutercession of the Virgin will avail with Him who heals 
all diseases. Mariazetle is translatedy " Meuy tn tke cell," the 
image of the Virgin occupying a small chapel, which was ori- 
ginally a rude cell built by a priest who came among the peoplo 
in the eleventh ceutary, to preach and to teach. Afterwards 
a maargraye of MoraTi% in the twelfth centnry, being 
tronbled' with the gout, and warned in a dream, that if he 
would make a pilgrimage to 3Iary in the cdV^ he would be 
cored, repaired thither with his wife and was healed. In grati- 
tude he baUt over the image a stone chapel, which still remains. 
The image itself is said to be seven • hundred years old, and is 
of the rudest description, being of lime-tree wood, and painted 
bhiclE, and only eighteen inches high. She is seated in a chair, 
holdhig the infant Savioor in her arms, clothed in the costliest 
stuflFs, and glittering with jewels and gems. The pilgrims 
walk about on their knees, and always in the direction of the 
son. The g^ts of those who malie offerings and sacrifices are 
hnng aronnd, and are gleaming with gold, and silver, and 
diamonds, from empress, prince, and peasant, who i)urchase 
with them iudolgence and forgiveness for the past or permis- 
sion for the fntnre. 

In another village, in a dUferent direction, is a shrine, de- 
nominated Maria Tafdj or JSLiry of Die. Littk Table, concerning 
which the tradition is, that upon an oak-tree stood an im- 
age of the Virgin, and beneath the spreading boughs the 
peasantry of the snrroonding country were accnstomed to 
assemble once a year to pray for an abundant harvest, and 
enjoy a feast at a stone table. Bat though surmounted by an 
image of holiness and power, the oak did at last fall to decay, 
and a peasant passing by, thought it an misightly thing, which 
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it would be doinir trood service to destroy. But when he lifted 
his axe for the purpose, instead of hitting the tree, as he iu- 
tended, it foil apoa his foot. On looking op he saw, for the 
first time, the image, and now knew he had committed an act 
of sacrilege. But his penitence procured him the pardon of the 
Virgin, and her prayers the healing of his woand. A church 
was afterwards bniit npon the spot, and is now the resort of 
thousands of pilgrims annnallj, who hare faith in ** the inter- 
cession of the saints." 

In France the most noted shrine is that of Notre Dame, in 
Marseilles, to which all who are disposed to make pilgrimsges 
in that eoantry wend their way; and thousands who cannot 
visit her there, carry her image with them, that they may bow 
before it to say their prayers. In the ships of the Meditma- 
nean, it may often he seen in the cabin of the captain, with a 
lamp and burning incense before it, as a protection against the 
fury of the winds and waves. We have often seen in America 
the celebration of St. Patrick's day by the Irish, as this is the 
Patron Saint of Erin, and in thdr own land the pilgrimages are 
made to his shrine. In Spain they throng to St. James of 
Compostella, and in Switzerland to " Our Lady of Einsic- 
deln I" 

In Bavaria may be seen the JHtuk Lady of AUiHting, and the 
Shrine of Nepomuc in Prague, the latter being more ex})en- 
sively decorated than any other in the world. There are said 
to be tburty-seven hundredweight of silver npon the shrine 
alone. The body of the saint is inclosed in one of crystal, and 
this is inclosed in one of silver, borne aloft by angels nearly as 
large as life, pf the same solid material, and four others, sns" 
pended in the air, weigh nine hundred and ten marks of 
silver. Here may also be seen the chapel of St, Wauxdaus, 
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tbe patron saint of cattle, not onlj in Bohenua, bnt all 8ontli- 

eni Germany. His image is almost as common as that of 
the VirgiD, in little nooks bj the wayside, upon the balconies 
of the stables, and in the churchyards, and, like them, also 
hideons to behold. Bat the chapel dedicated to his saintship 
is iulaid with topaz, amethysts, aud other precious stones. 
Alas, how much money is devoted in Grermany to honoring 
the dead, that shonld be expended upon the living I 

Bnt Our Blads Lady of AlfdtHng seems to have been the 
longest an object of devotion, as her spiritual empire upon 
earth dates back to 696, and the gold, gifts, and frankincense^ 
that have been ponred ont a her feet, bear the names of kings 
and potentates, from Charlemagne and Otto to Pope Pins VI. 
Hero, as at MariazelU, the Virgin and child are both black, 
without its derogating at ail from the homage that is paid them. 
They are covered with gold, silver, and brocade, diamonds, 
and other costly gems, testifying to the sacrifices with which 
the rich and powerful have been willing to purchase her favor, 
and still thousands come from the most distant partis of the 
kingdom to keeel at her feet. 

One can easily imagine what gala scenes these festive throngs 
must make, and give to the countries in which they take place 
the appearance of a perpetual holiday, which we cannot help 
believing, also, might be spent in a more profitable way. 

Another annual festival is that of Easter Monday, but this 
is also observed among Protestants, and especially in Eng- 
land. It has been more than we could do to learn the fast days 
and feast days of all the year, and their times and seasons; 
but Easter begins in A])ril, and on Easter Sunday begin the 
holidays. Those who do not go to church at auy other time, 
may be seen there at this and on Haster Monday; the gardens, 
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salons, and promenades, are thronged witb pfleasnre-fleekers. 

But more especially is this festival observed in Vienna, wlion 
the Profer, the largest park belonging to the city, exhibits a 
scene of gaiety and finery not dseirbere to be seen. From the 
highest to the lowest all come forth ; the emperor in his robes, 
and the peasant in his rags, fivery variety of regimentals, 
of every nation under heaven, gleaming swords and waving 
plomes, are mingled in one grand cavalcade. 

The Prater consists of little islands formed in the Dannbc, 
which break its course and divide it into many small streams, 
which wind roand and round, finding their way as they can 
for nearly four milesj before they nnite again in the broad flow- 
ing river. There arc avenues ami promenades and drives in- 
numerable, with sanny nooks and coquettish shadows, little 
forests for shelter, and broad gardens for pleasure, coffee-honses, 
restaurants, and everything man can devise for amusement. 
But the peasantry are not to be seen as a part of the pioiniscu- 
oos crowd. They form a separate assembly, upon a different 
part of the same grounds, but where they are not less free to 
enjoy themselves in their own way. Theirs is called the 
Wurste Prater, because the sta})le article of sale and consump- 
tion, as we have seen to be in many other places, is saiuOfges — 
WwrsU, One might think it a regular sansage fair, and it is 
nearly the same upon every Sunday and other holiday with them. 
There are a hundred booths hung with all possible forms and 
varieties, and one continuous stream of smoke from the pans of 
frying sausages. Every.peasant you meet will have in his hand 
a piece of black bread and sansage, and these will be the con- 
lents of every plate, with a \Mi oi" beer by its sidej all around 
upon the grass are groups in families or in cliques, and beneath 
temporary tents, dancing in one, a Juggler and his wondering 
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QtrngnffkUm in another, a cirGiis in the distance, and laughing, 
BiDging, and chatting, everywhere. 

Those of high degree may be seen wandering through these 
luerrj crowds, and often partaking of the humble fare; and 
deer from the neighboring park come fearleeely up to be fed 
from the hand, and in the eyeni^g the hunter's merry horn enm- 
mons them to their evening meal, when a whole herd, not less 
gracefal nor beautiful than the fiEur ladies of the garden, may 
be seen playing and ambttlating npon the greensward. In the 
evening, fireworks make the whole one brilliantly illnminated 
scene, and not till far into the night have the princes returned 
to their palaces, the YiUagers to their hnmble homes, and the 
moon is left to reign supreme over the stillness which it seems 
almost sacrilege to break, when she sits in her queenly beauty 
in the blue vault of heaven. 

Still more general and more merry is the festival of WAU- 
simHde, which occurs six weeks after Ea^, and contmues two 
days. It is the only occasion daring the summer when every 
description of labor ceases, and every laborer is free ; and this 
Is the same in England and all the Protestant countries of the 
north, as well as the Catholic countries of the south. It is the 
universal holiday, and is observed very much like the Fourth of 
July in America. Whole cities empty themselves into the 
country, and the thoroughfares in every durection are thronged 
with crowds in carriages and on foot. The rail-cars are filled, 
aud the fields and forests are alive with the gay multitude. It 
was in Frankfort-on-the-Maine that we first looked upon the 
scene. Two miles from the city is a h&rge open Plata in a forest, 
fiUed with seats and tables, and made beautiful by all the in- 
veutious of art. Kestaurants and colTee-houses are near, and 
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ewsj day, from Maj to October, may be seen a goo&f nnii^ber 

of city idlers, and upon all Sundays a crowd leisnrely sipping 
their 'coffee, walking and chatting in the open air. But on 
Whitsimtide there is an immense conooorse, and some of the 
features d the ilBstiTal reminded ns of a grand musUr, as they 
were wont to be held in Amei^ca. Hogsheads and barrels of 
beer are standing here and there under the trees, and the fau- 
cet turned for all who would refresh themselves at snch a foonr 
tain. Tables are loaded with all manner of good cheer, yet so 
dense is the mass of liying people that it is almost impossible 
to move. The pleasure of making one in such a crowd we 
could not well nnderstandf as it was hot and dusty, and no 
provision possible for the comfort of soch a multitude. Yet it 
is one of the festivals of the Church, and must be kept ; and 
among the peasantry of the surrounding country, not to go to 
the Fartsi on Whitsuntide, would be a great neglect of veneror 
ble and sacred institutions. A lady remarked that they wodd 
sell their beds and go without food for a week, rather than fail 
of the means to come from far and near on this occasion. 
Frankfort professes to be a free city, and is governed by a bur- 
gomaster, instead of a prnice or duke, but not less stately and 
lumbering is his equipage as it rolls along the great Strasse. 
There, too, is the carriage of the Eothschilds, black as jet, the 
horses also black, and liveried servants in black with gold 
bauds, appropriate insignia of such a master. But there are not 
here, as there are certain to be at an American muster, drunk- 
enness and coarse revelry, noise, and angry confusion. Wine 
and beer do not have the same eflEect in this climate as in that; 
and the police are more numerous, more watchful, and much 
more feared. Whatever of pleasure they find is enjoyed 
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quietly, and at OTenixle thej begin to diBpene, leaviiig the 
M woods grand and still, as if no mirth had ever echoed among 
their solitudes. 

In the coontrj, and among the peaeantry every where, they 
dance aronnd the ik&y jpafe at Whitrantide, as in England on 
the first of May, and maidens awake in the morning to find 
their windows and doors bung with wreaths of evergreen and 
flowers, signs of their lovers' truth. Not one, bat many poles 
may be seen in every vfllage, dressed firom top to bottom, and 
also little arbors in firont of every door, called lovers' bowers, 
in which they sit and sing, or dance and play. They seek 
everywhere, for this oceasiOD, birohen bonghs, and if the festi- 
val comes and the leaves of the birch are not yet green, there 
is great lamentation, and if there is only the slightest appear- 
ance of green upon the twigs, they arc preferred to all other 
trees of the forest to hang over the windows and adorn their 
rooms. Oonnected with it is also the sport of making wreaths 
of nettles, which are sometimes placed in beds, or slyly thrown 
upon those who slumber too late in the morning. *At Easter 
the children make themselves merry by hiding eggs in the 
grass, when there is a great hnnt for them, and great glee 
when they are found. 

Though not among the feasts, yet as an important occasion, 
and celebrated with special ceremonies, that of Confirmation 
cannot be exdnded. It is the law of the state in every em- 
pire, kingdom, principality, and dukedom, that all persons 
most be members of the Charch, and, somewhere between the 
ages of fourteen and sixteen, every child must be eonjimud, and 
thus received into full communion. Three years previous to 
this period, the pastor of the congregation where their parents 
attend worship, commences a course of religious instruction, 
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which is only continned on Sonday afternooiis dnriog the first 
year, but in the two sacceeding years, two or three times a 
week. The catechism is the first book of study, and afterwards 
the Bible, with which they become yery fhmiliar, being obliged 
to commit a great portion to memory, to compare texts, and 
repeat those of the same import iu different parts of the Old 
and New Testaments, and tell quickly the chapter and Terse 
where every one is to be found. This catediizhig is the same 
in Catholic as in Protestant proTinces, bnt Catholic children 
are expected to come to the confessional at the ago of. 
eleven. 

The knowledge of Scripture is quite wonderful among intel- 
ligent children, but before they can be confirmed they most all 

repair to the Siqwjiiitendent amons- ]-*rotcstants, and to the 
Bishop among Catholics, to be examined as to their fitness ; 
and if he thinks them still too yonng, or without sufficient ap- 
preciation of what is required of them, they must wait another 
year. Iu cities, and among the higher classes, the dress for 
the occasron must be either white or black, and is usnally 
black. When we were present there were thirty or forty girls, 
all in white muslin, without bonnets. The church was dressed 
with green and wreaths of flowers, and especially adorned 
about the altar. The clergyman stood within a railing, and 
called the names of each, first the girls and then the bojs, 
placing his hand upon the head of each, and repeating the 
words of consecration. The parents are required to bo pres- 
ent, and usually the friends and acquaiutances make great 
effort to be present also. If they receive the communion the 
same day, they must dress in black, as no one can partake of 
the emblems in any other color. But iu the country, where 
the peasantry have a peculiar costume, they are allowed to re- 
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taiii this, but whatever dress is worn at this time, and always 
at the commuuion, must be kept for this onlj, and not dese- 
crated by common use. 

No one Is permitted in the whole coantry to practise any 
profession, or work at any trade, or enter npon any bnsiness 
whatever, even making cigars or selling pins, who cannot show 
the testimony of his pastor to his haying been confirmed ; so 
that it Is to hun like his passport or certificate of citizenship, 
and gone through as he pays his taxes, or serres the reqnired 
period in the army. Often they never afterwards commune or 
enter a church, and iu Prussia have the utmost hatred to the 
government that requires of them such hypocrisy. 

Among the girls it is the passpcnrt to yonng ladyhood and 
its privileges. Before tlicy an; confinned they are little girls 
in short dresses, but immediately afterwards assume the long 
skirts of woman, go to balls, and commence dancing and 
" chatting with the beanx.'' It is therefore the mnch-desired 
and longed-for period, and looked upon merely as what intro- 
duces them to gaiety and happiness. Of balls and dances we 
have spoken sufficiently ekewhere. They are the one grand 
and neyer-failing amusement in all Germany, merely because 
they are the only common ground of meeting for boys and 
girls, men and women, to become acquainted and make 
matches. 

. Yet above all stands Ohristmas as the grand national fete, 
and though it is celebrated in England, and now, to some ex- 
tent, in America, it is only in (Germany that it is universal, and 
the love of its festal joys woven into the hearts of all the people. 
This is the home and heart fete, to the pleasures of which 
the old never become iudilferent, and which the young welcome 
with a delight which has no eqnal. Yet the churches are not 
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trimmed in Oermatiy on Christmas day, as in England and 
America. There is public service, but it is not made more 
eqteciaUy attractlre on that day than anj other. The pecnliar 
attractioo is at home. 

In cities a Christmas tree is erected in every dwelling, how- 
eyer humble, and we cannot miderstand how so aniversal a de- 
TaatatiOQ of the forests erery year does not become a serioas 
evil. They are of aU sizes, firom three feet to twenty in height, 
and as the forests are not common property ia Germany, every 
one must be paid for, and costs from twenty-iive cents to three 
dollars, according to size, and also according to the price asked 
for them by government, ^nt sometimes families who Hyo 
far from woods, and cannot aflbrd to Imy a tree every year, 
plant one in a large box, which in the summer is allowed to 
stand out doors, and in the winter is removed to the cellar, 
hmtg brought forth only upon Christmas week. The manner 
of trimming it and making all the arrangements is similar 
everywhere, in some respects, and yet varies in every family ac- 
cording to the means and taste of the individuals. In the 
sonth, too, there are some essential differences from anything 
which is done in the north. It is not always observed on the 
same evening, but any evening during Christmas week, and in 
families^ first in one hoose and then in another. We hap- 
pened to pass from the extreme south to the 'extreme north 
during Christmas week, and so observed the peculiarities among 
many people. 

In the southern cities little booths make their appearance 
again upon the Platz, as in the time of the fiiirs, and are filled 

with all things beautiful and fair to look npon, with things curi- 
ous, and things monstrous, and tilings meant to be divine. 
Everywhere are to be seen little stacks of what appear to be 
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stick- brooms of dark brown, or black colur, tied in the middle, 
aud making a still' brush at both cuds. What special mission 
have tbeae at a Ofar istmaa f«BtiTal ? Thdj are for the Peb-mdb- 
ds to ponish disobedient childron. 

A long time before Christmas, usually the first week in 
December, there enters a messenger into every dwelliug, who is 
tke especial terror of all the children, not only becaoae hia 
whole aspect is terrific, bnt also because he seems to be 
acquainted with all their lives, aud to know whether they have 
been good and obedient, and therefore deserving of a merry 
Christmas, or whether they must be pmiished by ha?ing no 
gifts, and be condemned to solitude daring^ the time others are 
happy together. At the north he is called the Kncchi llur 
prec/Uf aud is considered to be the messenger of Christ, sent by 
hiffl to make these inquiries and pronises. To those too young 
to understand that it is all a fhrce, he is looked upon as a gen* 
uiue prophet, and what he says either fills them with the great- 
est joy or causes them the greatest sorrow. Among many 
families the custom is given up, as the children are so fright- 
ened, that serious eonseqnmces sometimes follow, and it Is 
seldom that a child for any fault is deprived of his Christmas 
pleasure. 

On Christmas eve a good i^ophet comes in the form of a 
blooming maiden, dressed in white, who sometimes pronounces 

forgiveness to those whom Fdz-iiickds has condemned, and in 
obedience to her command the door opens and exhibits to them 
the little world of treasures that have been prepared. The 
Christmas tree that we saw was fourteen feet in height, and 
eight in circmnfercuce. The last thinjjj before the door opeus 
is to light the candies, which are only three or four inches in 
length, and of all colors, sounded by slight threads to the 
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twigs. Besides these, are little silver balls aud spangles, with 
e?ery variety of toy and knick-uack, all of bright colors. 
Uttder tlie tvee wm * auniafenfo landscape, forned bj mon aad 
trees of lilipntiaa dimensions — moontains in tlie bock ground, a 
valley and meadow, a silver brook, and little hills. The prin- 
cipal feature was a stable, and in the manger the Christ child 
with the mother, and Joseph wotehiim; by. Far off are tho 
shepherds on their way to fell down and worriup him, and the 
star gleams above that guides them to the spot. In the gar- 
den leaps and sparkles a little fooatain, and horses, cows and 
sheep, are browsuig in the fields. Onr words may help the 
imagination to picture the scene, bat a description can give 
bat a faint impression of the reality. 

Throogh the centre of the room is a long taUe covered wit^ 
presents for the little folks, and standing by tiie walls are 
smaller ones, with something special for each. When the three 
haudred lights, and two thousand spangles shed their radiance 
over all, it is a feiry land, and we caa scarcely belieFC we are in 
the ordinary world. Bat the clapping and dancing and singing 
of the children are still the most beantlfal of all. One little boy 
mns all around, kissing everybody, not at all knowing what 
he is about, only that he is thus relieved of his excess of exhil- 
aration. " Oh, what a beantifhl Christmas, what a beantifhl 
Christmas !" he exclaims, even after he is asleep, when weariness 
and slumber cannot restrain him from clapping his hands for 
joy. 

Nnremberg is the great toy mart, as we have said, and 

nearly all that is espcciully fine and beautiful has come from 
there. Upon the table may be seen a Swiss village compre- 
hending in the area of a square yard all that one sees in 
a veritable l^cfrf. The houses are perfect in theur oonstmc* 
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tioii, and in the stable and cow yard the hay and straw are 
storewn about as if veritable animals were there, the lof( is filled, 
bones m in the staUe, the cnrryHSomb hange 0T«r hend, the 
backet to give them diink, and the atldc broots to sweep the 

floor. 

In another direction is a forest and a hunting scene, with 
stags and hooiids in fall gallop throogh the woods. In the 
distance a fortress just sealed by the enemy, and on an open 
field a battle, the men being made to shoot and to run by curi- 
ous maohiDery, just as the flash of arms fills the air with smoke. 
One little boy finds himself in a suit of annor, another in r^ 
mentals, and for all, are added also, articles of dress, dolls and 
baby-houses for the girls, and more costly tokens of love or 
charity for their dders. 

Is it the same e?«vy year, we ask f The same, with soffident 
variation for snrprise ; bnt the peculiar joy is always the same, 
for it comes to the parents freighted with remembrances of 
their own happy chfldhood, and in many honses may be seen a 
C^asBHsase with shelves, upon wMch ace arrai^ed the gifts of 
years, or enongh to mark each season, and call np the past 
with its hoors of lo?e and pleasure. In one we saw the 
first toy the mother leoeiTed in hst infancy, and now she had 
by its side the first over wlddi scTeral children had crowed with 
delight. 

For weeks before all are busy with their secret preparations, 
and each ofie recei?es something that is wrought by the hands 
of the giyer. Bat not the least pleasant characteristic of 
Christmas tune is, that the poor are universally remembered. 
Every family of good position has one or two for whose joys it 
cares on this occasion, and whose homes are brightened with 
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gifts from generous and loving hands. Some who are rich give 
in Christmas presents, of all kinds, thousands of dollars, and. we 
knew a person who bestowed fifteen thonsand in charity in one 
year. In Hambiirg, which is one of the richest dties ijK Ger- 
many, half a million of dollars arc sometimes spent in thia way, 
which we must think is carrying it to excess. 

Among the peasantry, a Christmas tree is never used, and 
they do not give presents. They have a dinner which is tiie 
best of the year, and at which they have for variety white 
bread, though not always, the same in other respects as it is 
in £ughuid, and always a dance in the evening. In some 
provinces there is service in the chnreh yery early in the morn- 
ing. In a small village in the kingdom of Hanover, we arose 
at the summons of the bell, at five in the morning, and were 
rewarded by one of the most curious exhibitions we have seen. 
Every person entered carrying a lighted tallow candle, and the 
clergyman's family, and some others of a higher class than pea- 
santry, bore cue in each hand, or had them carried ])y their 
servants. In this way the church was lighted, and when all 
had assembled, we saw every woman and yonng gurl in uniform, 
which was a dress of dark stuflf uud a fine lace cape or a sort 
of under kerchief, coming down to a point in front with a 
double ruffle round the neck, a little lace cap of the same, and 
a white apron. How perfectly neat and pretty they looked ; 
but wcf marveled to see so fine lace upon people whose sur- 
ronndiugs in every other respect indicated the greatest 
* poverty. Then we learned that this little town was fiunoas 
for the manufacture of this article, and had supplied many 
a dress and kerchief for the queen and royal ladies of Eng- 
land. It takes the little leiiiure time of many years to make 
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what they wear themseWes, and they provide it especially 
for their oonfirmation, and only wear it on this occasion, at com- 
mnnion and OhrlBtmas. The same articles aro often handed 

down through many generations. 

When the chnreh service was finished, each one blew out 
bis candle and retired. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

AXOSBMSm COMTIKOXD— OBSEBTANCB OF SUNDAY-- CHAH6B OT 
MANIIIIIS nt THB NEW WORLD — PEASANT MANNERS IN THU- 

BINGIA FEAST OF THE GRASKONIG OR GRAS3KING WEDDIXG 

FESTIVITIES — COSTUME — UNIVERSAL FONDNESS FOR SPORT 

INQUISITIVENESS — PENURIOUSNESS. 

Nothing amazes the people in. Germany more than that wo 
are able to live without all these amusements. " Ton have no 
holiday hot Snnday/' exclaims a ladj, and when we tell her 
this is a ho-Ij, and not a hol-yniay, she is still more amazed. 

" Why, what can you do all the afternoon and evening," 
asks a yonng man, "if yon do not ride^ or walk, or dance ?" 
Alas ! we should hardly dare to tell them how Snnday is spent 
with us, any more than we should dare to tell Americans exactly 
how Sunday is spent here. " And you have no festal days ?" 
asks an old lady. "Only Thanksgiving and the Fourth of 
July." " But that is a national celebration, and not a feast 
for God." We could hardly prevent a smile as we answered, 
there seemed to be little thought of God in the way they kept 
Snnday, or other festal days. " Oh, yes,'' she said, "we go to 
church in the morning.'' Yes, and the more we see of them, 
and talk with them, we are sure they are really pious and 
devout. Their faith is not less orthodox than that of Ameri- 
cans, and as great a proportion, perhaps, are sincere and heart- 
renewed OhristiaoB. That they differ aboat the manner of 

9G8 
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spending Sunday evening, and in many other things, is not 
proof that their religion is not sonnd. They will tell yoa on 
good authority that Lather danced on Snoday, and joined 
heartily in all the sports of which they are so fond. 

Having heard the origin of these feasts, and seen how they 
are inworen with the life of the people, and associated with all 
the events of their history, we also see them in a different light 
than when we merely looked on, knowing and thinking no far- 
ther than the present moment, and wondering, as every one 
must, that a whole people, old and yonng, shonld enter so 
heartily into sports that the children of other coontries consider 
almost too trivial for their amusement. The parents and grand- 
parents relate around the h reside the stories which have come 

. down to them for centoriea, and thus the links are kept uor 
broken of a long cham of family and national history, as 
precious and glorious to them as the deeds of our fathers at 
Buuker Hill and Saratoga. 

It is not less remarkable that when they go to America they 
give them all np. The diatn Is broken. They cannot worship 
in the same church, cannot dance on the same green. They 
have now a new world and life heioie them, — ^a new future to 
make for their children. They have also enough to employ 

• their minds and energies, in learning about the new government 
in which they are so proud to feel they may take a share, and 
in teaching their children the responsibilities of their new posi- 
tion. They remember the fatherland with the deepest rever- 
ence hnd alFeetlon; but it would only be a farce for a village here 
and there, or a few families to try to keep up the customs of the 
old world upon the prairie and in the wilderness. We often 
bear it spoken of by their friends, how strange it is they become 
so soon Americans in every thought and feeling, and so attached 
to their new homes. But being now quite thoroughly acquainted 
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with both worlds, we do not wonder at all at the love lliey bear 
"to the land to which they go and no less do we wonder at 
the k>Te of all her children tat the fatherlaad, which they 
leave. The tone with which every German speaks this one 
word lias in it a depth and nieaninj^ which no other lips can 
coDTey, which, perhaps, do other heart can exactly feel. It 
has more than once brought tears to oar eyes. How long they 
have been a people — ^how long they have lived upon the same 
soil — how much they have suflered for themselves and others, 
all tending to root their hearts to erery hill and valley, rock 
and fern. Car fatherhwd 1 we do not wonder it is so dear. 

Yet it is tme that many of the old festal days are no longer 
observed even here, that a new life is sprinLi:iug up among the 
people on their own soil. Each revolution disturbs the old 
order of things and awakes them from their dreams. Espe* 
dally did the turmoil of 1848 demolish forever many a festal 
board and many a long-cherished monument of other days. 
Kailroads, steamboats, and telegraphs also have an influence, 
thongh they q>erate mnch slower here than elsewhere, because 
they are all government machines^ which the people cannot 
wield for themselves. By various causes they have been re- 
duced in half a century from three hundred to thirty-flve differ- 
ent states, and never themselves give up the hope of one united 
ihrtherland. Yet the districts where quite distinct customs 
obtain arc still as many as two hundred, and there arc still to 
be observed as many, perhaps more varieties in dress, that 
give to those who wear them something peculiar and charac- 
teristic. In the observation of feasts there is a general resem- 
blance, and yet in each little Gau or county there will be some- 
thing entirely its own, which is with reluctance given ap, and 
which others do not seem difqposed to adopt. 
The same is true of the dwellings. While there are four 
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principal forms — north, south, east, and west, there are also 
slight variatioDS, though these are by no meaas so aomerous as • 
those of dress and merrjr-makiDgs. In the east^ amoBg the Sclar 
Tonic population, the houses are square, and ha?e oat-honses 
separate, small, for each separate purpose. In the Black Forest 
we have seen the great overhanging roof, shutting out ail the 
light as well as air, and the cattle, sheep, and pigs, a part of 
the fhmily. In the Thnringiau forest they stand mostly apart 
from each other, with a little garden, a May tree around which 
to dance, a well with an old " oaken bucket," if upon the plain, 
and an aqaedact and Brumen, If upon the hill Within is the 
family room, the kitchen, the stable, one or two deeping rooms, 
and the open place under the roof. The great porcelain stove 
is the soul of the house, around which, summer and winter, 
day and nighty gather all joy and all life. It warms the cattle, 
who nestle at its back ; the dog and the cat, who creep beneath ; 
and the family, who form a circle around. Cages for birds are 
hangiag before the windows and upon the wall, and in the 
spring a wire coop Is made beneath the stove, divided into 
compartments for the chickens, goBlings, and little pigs, who 
come too early to be warmed by the sun, having the gift of 
foresight, we presume, that tells them it matters little among 
their hospitable masters whether they make their appearance 
at one time of the year or another. Notwithstanding this in- 
congruous multitude there are a neatness and order w^hich are 
not to be found among some other clans. The wooden tables are 
scoured to snowy whiteness^ and the cofqper kettles and pewter 
spoons dazzle npon the walls, where they hang from little 
wooden shelves with holes just lar^ enough to admit each 
handle. Under the little looking-glass hangs by a string the 
family comb and the almanac, and the days of the month and 

16 
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week are kept with chalk over the door. As we ha?e said 
^elsewhere, these are the mannfactories for the toys that sapplj 

all Christendom ; aud here each member of the family is busy 
all wiuter upon whatever is suited to his capacity. Close by 
the stove hangs the bellows, and against the wall stand long 
wooden benches, which senre instead of chairs. The Thurin- 
gian is said to unite all the best qualities of north and south, 
being remarkably true-hearted and hospitable, reflecting and 
diligent, yet entering with zest into all scenes of merriment; as 
one of theur authors expresses it, "there is ever a deep 
thought in their heads and ever a light song upon their lips." 
They are the richest in sagas and superstitions, and, besides the 
usual great festiTals, have many peculiar to themselves. 

On Christmas eve they wend their way in solenm procession 
to a pyramid of stones which has been erected upon the top of 
a hill, each with a torch in his hand, and singing Christmas 
songs. After a few times marching around the pyramid, they 
all cast upon it their torches, and return singing from a book 
by the liglit of caudles and lanterns, musicians accompanying 
them with their instruments. At twelve o'clock at night all 
the bells of the city or village ring in concert, then all the 

■ 

people sing, alternating in this way three^ times, when a dance 
closes the solemnity. 

In Ffingsten week is celebrated the feast of the Graskonig — 
Grass-king— in one of the oldest market tovms, in consequence 
of a legend which relates that Boniface built here the first 
chapel, and to work a miracle in favor of the truth thrust his 
cane into the earth, which immediately became a wonderful 
and beautiful green tree. . The festival commences by dressing 
a youth in green poplar twigs, with a wreath of flowers upon 
his head. He is then placed upon a horse, preceded by two 
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riders with white staves, in Sunday dress, and near him* two 

youths to guide his horse. In this way, followed by mnsicians 
also upou horses, they go through the principal streets in the 
midst of a crowd of spectators. First they stop before the 
hall of justice, then at the doors of the nobility and wealthy 
burghers, and receive gifts. Afterwards they proceed to a 
neighboring mountain, where the Grass-king is lifted from his 
horse and stripped of his green robes, when every one hastens 
to obtaui a twig, believing that if it is planted npon a flax 
field there will be an abundant crop. 

The wedding festivities are something diifereat from those 
we have before seen, though from these, too, there are few va* 
nations. Among all the peasantry of the north wUl be found 
the grand cavalcade we described, with some slight provincial 
additions. In the Thuringiaa forest and middle Germany, eiju, 
groste MochzeU — a grand wedding — ^is after this fashion : The 
betrothal must take place a half year before, in order that the 
necessary preparations may be made. One ox, many pigs, 
and a whole flock of poultry, must be fatted for the occasion. 
Eight days previous, the kitchen and pantries ei^ibit a scene 
something like those in New England the week before Thanks* 
giving. The beef must be slaughtered, the chickens must bo 
picked, barrels of beer brewed and brandy distilled, and all 
manner of cakes and pastry made, though we never see any- 
thing exactly like a pie in Germany. In these preparations 
the parents of both bride and bridegroom participate, and all 
the near family relations. 

The first time the bans are published in church, the bride 
appears in her wedding dress and wreath. The school-teacher 
of the village invites the guests, except the god-parents, who 
must be invited by the bride. On entering each dwelling he 
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must exhibit a pocket haudkercbief, witli a bunch of rosemary, 
which the bride has gi?ea him, as the badge of his office. 

If the iovitatioDB are given on Taeaday^ it is nndeistood the 
wedding festiTities will last from five to six days ; if on Thars- 
day, only from three to four days. The first is the true wed- 
ding day, as on that the marriage ceremony is performed. 
Early in the morning appear before the door of the bride four 
mnsicians, to play what is called their morning blessing — a 
sacred song, repeated on all such occasions — and then follows 
a dance. Afterwards the gaests assemble at breakfast, which 
being finished, all go together at eleven to chnrch, amidst the 
solemn ringing of bells and the performance of mnsic. The 
bride with her wreath and bridal shawl, and the bridegroom in 
his whole new suit from top to toe, a great bouquet upon one 
arm, and on each side the bridesmaids. Then come the parents 
and god-parents, with their remaining guests, each with a new 
handkerchief and bunch of rosemary, which they receive from 
the bride. The procession is closed by an old woman, carrying 
a sack of little cakes, very dry and hard, that she rattles oat 
among the crowd. Seryioe is first performed, and immediately 
follows the marriage ceremony. The bride accompanies the 
bridegroom to the altar, keeping as close to him as possible, 
with her eyes almost shnt^ in order that the people need not 
say she Is looking abont for another husband. On leaving the 
church, the bridegroom gives to the surrounding guests each a 
piece of silver or copper, and amid the same band of music 
they retnm to the honse, to partake of the wedding dinner. 
Several tables are laid, at the first of which sit the bridal pair, 
and at the last the musicians, who arc exjxjcled to play and 
not eat. At the beginning of the meal the school-teacher says 
grace, and after it is finished, all Join in the song, " To God all 
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thauks be given," which seems to be in Germany a sort of na- 
tional hymn, heard on almost every festal occasion. The dinner 
18, first, rice soop, then beef with horse-radish, a ragont of beef 
and pork, a sort of soap of maccaronf, the iroiTersal cake with 
Zwetchen, which is washed down with copious draughts of bran- 
dy, then Micebrtif which is a sort of ptidding of boiled riee and 
stewed apj^ mashed fine together, and lastly, salad with 
hard4x>iled eggs. A dice of eaeh roast, of each sansage, and a 
piece of a certain kind of cake and four fritters, are placed be- 
fore each person as a tDeidkig padcage, to be carried home, 
which is taken in a ba^et immediately after the singpng of the 
song. Once a plate is passed fbr a eeUeOum for the Ohnrch, 
the musicians, tlie cook, the maid who washes the dishes, and 
the waiters. After dinner begins the dance, during which the 
beer glass oinndates freely. At midnight coffee is serv^ and 
not till daybreak do they cease. 

The second is called the gift day, because the principal cere- 
mony is the gwkig of gifls. At ele?en in the forenoon a soap 
is eaten, after which the bride and bridegroom seat themselyes 
at the table, with a clerk, who records each gift and the giver's 
name. First is the Kissen, or pillow of the god-parents, so 

» 

called because origmally they gave only a feather pillow with 
the coverings. Now they pat a dollar in the plate standing 
npon the table, and some gold into the hand of the bride, in 
the midst of many GlucJc wutischm — prayers for long life and 
hanfttness — alter which both stand np, and with tears in their 
eyes, express their thiuiks, and in a foil glass the health of the 
god-parents drink. The same ceremony is repeated by each 
goest, and of course must require many hoars. The dinner is 
then finished, each one taking a portion away, as the di^y be- 
fore, only not so nncfa, and danee and sport finish the eveningi 
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when many return home to permit others to come, that ail may 
share m the Mockzeii feast. 

The third is called the fiM doff as it is entirely giren to 
games and sport — riddles and jukes — one of which is, to draw 
each other on a wheelbarrow, over stocks and stones, and fill 
the whole coontiy with shonts and laughter. The foorth 
is only a little different from tlie preceding, and the fifth is the 
trotting day, upon which they all trot homewards, to spend the 
next daj in sleep and idleness. 

One cannot help marrying how they can afford so much 
t&ne for merriment ; bnt as no people work so hard, or accom- 
plish so much, it must be presumed the time is not mis- 
spent. 

The costame among the Thnringians is almost as varions as 
the shadows npon their hills and in thek* Talleys. They are 

still subject to masters, instead of owning the little bit of land 
they till, and where this is the case changes are not so frequent 
In rainy weather the women may be seen with a great mantle 
of brown linen, which covers them from top to toe, and wbidi 
in sunshine they roll up and carry under the arm, seldom going 
out without it, as their climate is as fickle as other skies in 
April, and they are liable at any thne to be serprised by a 
shower. In the eastern parts, the old men wear small-dlothes of 
leather, long dark cloth coats, with bright buttons ; shoes with 
buckles, and three-cornered hats. But the youth have one 
Hdform dress throughout Thnrlngia — ^high boots, cloth smaU- 
clothes, green or blue Jacket, and a light cloth cap. At tbeir 
work, the men arc often seen with a white or blue shirt over 
their jackets. The women, as elsewhere, retain more tena- 
ciously the peculiarities of the olden time, and the ctap is the 
article they put oif, or dumge last The foondation or crown- 
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piece is often of silk and velvet, with g-enuine gold uud silver 
ornaments, with ribbons in great bows and knots, and streamers 
failing down behind. Beal Brassels ]ace, too, forms the 
border. Sometimes the whole is sarmonnted by a plnme, with 
great knots of ribbon upon the top. On ordinary occasions, 
a tarbau is wreathed about the head, with the grace of an 
Indian princess, the ends fi&lling at the side. The dress is 
the fhll, many-plaited skurt of cloth, bordered with a diflbrent 
color, and the bodice in front variegated. 

In the fields the women wear a curious little cap-shaped hat, 
with green ribbons and rosettes. Very ooqaettishly is this 
donned by young girls. . 

The bnrgher class retained a peculiar dress longer than 
almost anywhere else, and were always to be seen in church, 
with gdd or silver caps, bordered with rich lace, and gold or 
white ribbons ; white neckerchief and white stockings ; black 
apron and black shoes ; a large silk cape, pointed before and 
behind, and trimmed with lace ; and over all a heavy blue 
cloth mantle. Brides of all classes mnst wear this mantle 
during the marriage ceremony, and one often descends through 
many generations. 

It is a favorite diversion of young ladies in cities, at wed- 
dings or parties, to procure the costume of past ages, and 
assuming, as for as possible, manners to correspond, appear as 
princess or duchess, or other titled lady, for an hour, to the 
infinite amusement of the company. They look so curious and 
outlandish that it seems impossible they <iould ever have been 
worn. Tet, some only half a century old are as unlike the 
modern mode as those of the year twelve hundred. Tliere is 
no class of people in Germany whose religion prompts them 
to frown upon sport, and the figed never lose their relish for 



Digitized by Google 



368 



PBASABT UFB IK GSBMANT. 



fbn. We Uved some weeks in a quiet bouse, with two old 

ladies, of whom one had been married and lost her hnsband in 
early joath, and the other was betrothed and lost her lover 
about the same time. They had a large house, and took board- 
ers for a week, or a month, or a year, and always endetf^ored to 
liave a few young people, in order to keep themselves fresh and 
bright. They were iotelligent, rchned and dignified ladies, but 
the young men and young girls felt not the least restraint in 
their presence ; if there was an excursion, a sail on the river, a 
wedding or a dance, they were expected to go, and in every- 
thing that could make an hoar pass gaily after the work was 
done, their hands were not less ready than the maiden of six- 
teen. To '*hdp'* they had always one or two, who were be- 
trothed, and wished to spend the six months previous to mar- 
riage in learning to cook. They were sometimes girls of noble 
families. All the forenoon they were in moming^wn, long 
apron, and little white cap, cooking and serving, as merry as 
larks, but diligent and attentive to their work. Their hands 
and arms were as large and red as those of any cook, though 
their faces were beautiful, and their manners entirely Iady4ik6. 
As the tea, like the breakfast, is little more than a roll and 
butter, they had not much to do after dinner, as there were also 
a man and maid-servant for the drudgery. In the evening they 
were therefore free, and when a walk or party did not engage 
them, they were always planning something for sport at home, 
like dressing an image and placing it in some young man^s 
room, knowing he would come home about dark, and entering, 
would thiuk a lady sat by his window. Or, dressing themselves 
in antique fashion and getting up theatricals, all laughing and en- 
joying themselves, as a similar American family would not think 
it proper to do more than once a year. We do not see that it 
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derogates at all from the respect the yonng pay to the old, bat on 
the contrary, preserves it. The "old ladies" are never consid- 
ered in the way, never the least dani]) upon their youthful exuber- 
ance. " )\"hen they work hard they must play," the old lady said, 
" and as long as they keep within the boonds of what is right 
we do not wish to restrain them." In other respects their cha- 
racteristics arc very simihir to those of New Eiiu;hind women. 
Living within a very narrow sphere — neither by enlarged: read- 
ing nor traveling, seeing much of the world, they become nar- 
row-minded, snspicions and censorions. Everybody mnst fol- 
low exactly their rudder in all things in order to be right, and 
observing only from their own chimney corner, their judgments 
are very apt to bie cloaded by the smoke and dust around them. 
Oar yoang companion, who had jast come from England, was 
often in a fret, because she said they were so nmgkrif^^ so curi- 
ous and inquisitive, and we have since been annoyed by tlie 
same, and heard it qaite as thoroughly ridicaied and con- 
demned among themselves. What a string of questions they 
will ask concerning one^s grandfather, great-grandfather and 
all the preceding grandfathers. Why we go here, and why 
we don't go there. What we are doing, and what we intend to 
do, with plenty of advice about what we should do. Tet all this 
we have heard from the same class of women at home, and 
have found women in Germany above such pettiness — liberal, 
enlightened, and polite. Frederika Bremer thought it was 
▼ery green for Americans to ask her continually how she liked 
America but in this very old world, we have scarcely met a 
person who did not ask us the same question with regard to 
Germany, and quite as sensitive they are about the reply — 
quite snre they are in all things perfect, and an author who 
does not say so may hope for as little favor in their eyes. 

16* . 
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But it is our experience in all lands, that dreadfully good 
fftofj^h are not always the best. Those who make the greatest 
parade of their piety, wtsdom, or virtae, are not always sure to 
exhibit tme godliness, in its simpUcity and trath, in their lives. 
Those who think the highest and almost the only 'Christian 
duty is, to exercise watchfulness over others, might, with good 
grace and much profit^ tnm their eyes within, and analyze the 
motives whiclDprompt their charitable criticisms and reproaches. 
There are mnltitndes of people in America who think it 
wicked to dance, and indulge in various diversions, to whom 
it has never occurred that it is wicked to fret, or mope, 
or be guilty of all nncharitableness. A little amusement 
would divert their minds and so lighten thehr hearts that 
they would be infinitely better fitted for devotion, be much 
happier themselves, and make those around them far less 
miserable. 

We have found in Germany, as elsewhere, that women 

thrown upon their own resources, and obliged to calculate for 
themselves, calculate much more closely than men, are more 
exacting and less generous. No position more surely develops 
all that is disagreeable in a woman's nature, and makes her 
.what the world calls masculine, than one which obliges her to 
fin, in a household, the station of both man and woman. For 
this she deserves our pity, not our censure. Many in this posi- 
tion profess an infinite contempt for a lady who is obliged to 
write for a living, because it brings her into the public arena 
usually occupied by men. But a woman engaged in literary 
pursuits will not become so masculine in a lifetime, as one who 
occupies a man's position In a household will become in a single 
year. The peculiar characteristics of the latter, however, mov- 
ing in her small circle, will scarcely be known outside of it. 
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except to those who deal with her in transactions that the 
world coDfiidera in all respects womanly; and so, if she be dis- 
honesty mean and exacting, ber fkoltd will be ascribed to her 

nature, and not to ber position ; while they may, in trath, be 
owing to both. 
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MINERS AND LACE WEAVERS OF SAXONY — FARMERS OF SCHLESWIO 
nOLSTEIN, OF WESTPHALIA, AND OIDENBURG, AND OF NORTH- 
EBN FBUSSXA — SUPEBSTHIOKS — AMSm FISH£BI£S— COSTUMES — 
DIITOH SETTLSBS ON THB TISTULA — BT. B^BIHOLOMSW'S DAY AT 
BEBUN — ^mUGSTRN. 

Wb have once or twice alladed to the wretched condition of 
. the poor lace wearers and mine diggers of Saxony. Not with- 
in the limits of Germany proper are tfiere any other dwellings 
so miserable, any other people so destitute of all the coiuforts 
of life. Among the £rz mooutains, trayelers go to yiew tl^e 
wildest, most grand, and pictnresqne scenery, and in their re- 
gion are some of the most frequented mineral baths. Brz is the 
Gcniuiu fur ore or mines, and in the heart of these mountains 
lies one of the greatest Boorces of Prussia's wealth. The habi- 
tations of those who descend into the earth to bring it forth, 
are of mnd, lined with moss or torf, and coyered with boards. 
Something like isinglass is used for windows, but they are all 
patched with paper or stalled with moss. If they hare pre- 
served a bedstead through many generations, there will be one 
still in the cottage, but otherwise we shall find only strav with- 
out covering, upon which they throw themselves with scarcely 
more ceremony than pigs. A wooden chest and a few stools 
complete the furniture. Yet this is more thickly populated than 
any other district. Three or four families lire under one such 
roof, the dividing lines being chalk, instead of a stick of wood, 
as with the tiaplan4er. Here dwell the weavers of linen, those 
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who make lace, and here are also made great qaantities of* 
wooden ware. There is no end to their industry, no relief to 

their labor. Like those we have seen in the Tine districts, 
they carry earth and manure for miles to cover the naked 
rocks, ui order to make them frnitfnl, often to see the whole 
result of their labor swept away by the first tempest Oats, 
flax, and potatoes are all they try to raise, and these must be 
harvested where the chamois scarcely ventures to climb. In 
the wmter they are almost burled in snow, which falls in such 
masses that during a single night every window and door is 
stopped, and they must make a liolu through the roof to go 
forth. Drifts are heaped in every direction, twenty to thirty 
feet de^, through which they do not attempt to make a path, 
but like the Indian and the Laplander, glide over the tops upon 
snow-shoes. Among tlicsc inoiinUiiiK'crs sledging is a favorite 
amosement, and sliding down hill, not only what the children 
like, bnt what they are obliged to do, if they will go at all I 

Like all who dwell among mountains, too, they love their 
rocks and dells, and whilst always wandering in other lands, 
are forever longing to return. With their packs they are seen 
in every dune— men, women, and children — and from oldest to 
youngest are busy in some species of handiwork. Little boys 
make lace and cniliroidcr muslin, till their hands become too 
hard and stiff, and they cannot afford even a woman or child 
to rock the cradle. The Indian mother and the Laplander 
consign their little ones to the winds to lull them, but here the 
waters perform this motherly office. By a simple machinery, 
little wheels or paddles connect with the cradle, which are 
turned by the dashing stream, and as well by the music as the 
motion the little ones are hushed to slumber. Where a water- 
fall is foaming upon every cliff and in every crevice, it is not 
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• difficult to get all the cradles rocked, even in this strange fash- 
ion, and even when children are more plenty than chickens 
and pigs ; but it is a fanny sight to see a cataract rocidtig and 
singing a baby to sleep. 

Scarcely a mouthful of anything but potatoes passes their 
lips daring all the year, and this without batter, or any condi- 
ment bat salt The w^men, therefore, spend yety little time in 
cooking. The shattle and the bobbin keep their hands in un- 
ceasing motion, while the hammer and the pickaxe keep time 
in the depths below. Yet the festal days do not pass onbeed- 
ed. For Christmas they nmnage to get a sansage and a salad, 
an oil lamp, and a few knicknacks, and the echoes tell of happy 
hearts, if it is true that only those who are glad can slug. 
The long winter eyenmgs are spent by the yoang men in woo- 
ing, and the old men in telling of the days that are past^ and 
BO wanes the lamp of life ; and who shall say there is really 
less happiness in the hut than in the palace ? 

Yet a pleasing contrast to these are the great iSsrmhoases at 
the north, and in spite of our philosophy, we cannot help asso- 
dating happiness with physical comfort. 

As we have elsewhere said, upon what are called the marshes 
of Schleswig Holstein, thm is neither prince nor noble, 
though one of their historians has said that the earth— composed 
of noble dust — is made of the corpses of those that have been 
slain in the struggles for freedom. Now they are a peasant 
aristocracy, but with no gradations of rank among themselves. 
The labor which they hu*e is performed by the poor JuUander, 
who comes in summer and returns to his hut in winter. They 
are farmers, and though they work hard, it is upon their own 
free soil The youngest son is the heir to the parental estate, 
and the others must be provided for through marriage, like the 
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SOUS of nobles. The house is usually but cue story, very long, 
with red tiled roof, and imbedded in shrubbery and flowers. 
Tall trees aad forests are not natlres of the soilt bat wide ex- 
tending plains of wheut, rye, oats, and barley, and in some dis* 
tricts hundreds of acres devoted to herds, from which are 
driven forty or fifty thoosand in one antiunn to Hamboig 
market^ and sent tnm there orer the whole earth, in the form 
of smoked and salt beef ! 

The gala dress of the people is the richest and costliest, and 
in their great comfortable rooms are found the Inxorions fomi- 
tore of the dties. On jthe eastern side of the peninsola, which 
indades the little spot called Angeln, there is the true English 
culture, the farmers being surrounded by the blooming hedges, 
and producing the best butter and cheese in all Dmtschland, 
Hero the ddest instead of the youngest sons inherit the original 
estate, which must be preserved whole through all generations ; 
but if parcels have been since purchased and added, these may be 
shared among other members of the family. Here the stables 
and onthonses are separate from the dwelling, and the miDc- 
room is often a great cellar by itself, with enough room above 
ground to admit of windows and air-holes, that there may be 
free circulation. Here, npon shelves, in great flat, wooden 
pans, each with a red stripe anmnd the top, the milk is set for 
the cream to rise, and from which the thick yellow mass is 
daily removed and churned, a horse being made to turn the 
dash. 

In Westphalia and Oldenburg, the stately oaks and elms, 

the long avenues of lindens, with the thick groves of beech 
and birch, give the Hof a more princely appearance, as we 
have elsewhere described. Here the magpies chatter among 
the trees, and the kingly stork bnilds its nest npon the roof. 
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Hew solemnly he flaps bis great wiogs as he descends from his 
high estate to seek his food npon the earth. What does he 

eat? Fro^^s ; and bow stately bis steps and keen his glance, 
as be wends bis way to tbc marshy pond, to seize his prey. 
The graceful swaa is sailing on the sorface, and dacks and 
Incklings of every hne are paddling theur way to shore. 

In the great family room the fire is never permitted to go 
out, except when the head of the hoosehold dies, and thcu it 
mnst be kindled by the new heir. ** Take a place by my fire," 
is the phrase of hospitality to all who come, as one very 
similar was with the Indian. In some pbxccs the bridegroom 
most take the bride in his arms and carry her three times 
roand the great kettle-hook, as in this way will be inspured a 
love fbr her new home. 

Among some of the peasants of tbc nortlicrn part of Prussia, 
are borlal customs resembling those among the Indians. As 
soon as a person dies^ the window is opened that the spirit 
may have free egress, and yet a piece of money is placed in the 
mouth to supply its wants, either by the way or in the other 
world. In the coffin the Indian puts a bow and arrow, and 
some maize, and the German peasant^ a bowl and spoon, the 
comb which belonged to the deceased, and the hair last combed 
from his head. Among others, they sing half the night before 
the burial takes place, and from seven in the morning till two 
in the afternoon, then eat pea-mnsh and drink brandy, after 
which they accompany the corpse to the grave, singing by the 
way, and believing the more they sing the happier the spirit 
will be in heaven. In this case each relative deposits some- 
thing in the coifin', a piece of his coat, or shirt, or necker- 
chief, and a lock of hair, with a flask of brandy. 

When a child is born, it must not be wrapped in auy per* 
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sonal apparel, lest its morals be injured. Before it is washed, 
if a boy, it mast be set upon a horse, which is brought into 
the room on porpofle, and if a girl, the little hand most be 
made to clasp a chi]m'>da8li« the propensities of each bemg 
infloenced for life thereby. Whilst it is being washed, a piece 
of money is repeatedly whirled about in the tub, which will 
insnre to it fdtore wealth. One would think they would speedily 
be cnred of this superstition in their miserable poverty. The 
first swaddling-band must be the bridal ribbon of the mother, 
aud the first dress must be of something old, else the child 
will wear out its clothes fast all its life. That it may not be 
carried off by pigmies before it is baptized, a leaf from the 
BiUIe is laid under its pillow. When the mother carries it to 
be christened, she reads by the way iu the Bible, and prays 
whilst watchmg it, then it will early learn to read, and to 
further the same object, the father places some written or 
printed sentences among its clothes. A boy and a girl cannot 
be baptized with the same water, as the girl will thereby have 
a beard, and the boy be morally iqjnred. When they return 
from church, the fother takes it in his arms and runs with all 
possible speed over the threshold, as this will make it nimble. 

To enumerate the superstitions of Germany, would be to 
write volumes. There are blue spirits and grey, black spirits 
and white, naiads in the woods, and mermaids in the streams ; 
pigmies in the earth, invisible messengers in the air, aud fairies 
under every green leaf. 

It is within our remembrance, in New England, to have seen 
cows bewitched, and we haye seen them bewitched in the same 
way here, and the same charm used to restore them to health. 
Children are frightened by white ladies in the churchyard and 
black ladies in the forest, and no event of life is so trifling that 
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it is not iuflueiiced by supernatural interpositioa. The beauti- 
fill story of the Amber Witch would hare no improbability 
among these people, and, indeed nught be tme of itself. Had 
wc not read that simple story, we might not bare thonght of 
the Bernstein, or amber fisheries, on the coast of the North and 
East Sea, where men, women, and children stand amid the 
foaming waves till their clothes are frozen to their bodies to 
catch every particle of the bright shining mineral which the 
tide or storm floats to the shore, though learned men think 
th^ hare discovered it to be, not a mineral, but the heart of a 
tree which belonged to the antedilnrian world, or a time 
almost as ancient. Thousands of pounds are caught in a year, 
of which the most beautiful specimens may be seen in the 
mnsenms of Berlin. As the reward of their labor depends 
entirely npon chance, if one is more locky than the rest, he will, 
very likely, be accnsed of being a favorite of the witches, as 
was the poor little girl who, against her will, found her apron 
filled, she scarcely knew how, every time she went npon the 
beach. It is a more periloos and laborioos life than the fishing 
for fishes, and in these latter days is not so well rewarded. But 
not more attached are the Swiss to their mountains than the 
fishermen to their bleak coast and the music of the winds and 
waves npon the far-oif sea. The villages where they live, and 
their cots, have a pretty and neat appearance, that is not found 
among those of similar means further inland. The streets are 
not paved, and the houses have but one story, but the roof is 
of tile, and diimneys convey the smoke away, which is not the 
case only a little fiu*ther sonth among the peasantry. The 
walls are of brick, sometimes painted, and sometimes having 
only the balcony ornamented with stripes, to correspond with 
similar ornaments npon the doors and windows* The panes of 
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glass ure large, aud either clear or stained iu bright colors 
and the frame of iron work, clean and glistening like that npon 
a ship of war. A pretty fence snrronnds the honse, inclosing 
also a flower-bed, a yegctable f^ardcn, and a few frnit treos. 
All is so prim and neat, one cannot help tl linking they arc 
now and then washed by the waTes ; and within, it is certain, 
busy hands baye scrubbed and sconred. The floor is white, 
and in the walls are the berths, like a ship's cabin, and all the 
fashioning of the ceiling aud carved work is after the same 
model, and with great taste and elegance, being wrought in 
winter dnring the leisure hours of the seapfkring man. The 
mantel ornaments, instead of being porcelain, are shells, curious 
bones, and dried fishes, as the instruments with which they 
gather them are the line and net, instead of the spade and 
plongh. Their trade is also with fish. With it they buy their 
bread, their butter, and clothes. The women take care of the 
garden, and sometimes coltiTate a bit of land. But the fisher- 
man liTes upon the sea. 

Their dress is only pecnliar in fbrm, the color is brown and 
grey — a broad jacket with buttons of cocoa-nut shell, or black 
horn ; home-made drilling or ticking small-clothes, two pairs 
OTer one another, and over these, white linen fishfaig pantaloons, 
Teaching halfway to the ankle, so wkte that they look Kke an 
apron ; black stockings, and shoes bound with leather, and a 
round hat with broad brim. 

The women wear first, a white linen cap, and orer this a 
black cone-shaped cap, stuffed with wool, and coming low upon 
the forehead, which, npon the married women, is trimmed with 
ribbons, and left plain upon those of young girls. Over this is 
yet a straw bat. The Qhemise has no sleeyes, bnt orer it is 
worn a jacket of finer luien with long sleeves. The bodice is 
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of home-made cloth, emto>idmd and onuunented with gold or 

silver threads. 

This 18 also the dress of the peasants of Pomerauia, EUgeo, 
and other a^aeent islands, and the cnstoms of all are nearly 
the same. Orer every door is a sign called the Wakrzeieken — 
true sigu— which mdicates the couditioii aud occupation of the 
owner — a fish or an anchor, a spade or a cross, triangle or 
ring, each knowing the sign of the other as well as if it were a 
written name. 

Here if a maiden or widow has property iu her own rights 
she has the privilege of choosmg a hnsband, and makuig the 
first proposition, which, bemg conventional, by law and cnstom, 
is of course proper. Both the parents of the bride and bride- 
groom coutribute to the expenses of the wedding, and the 
bridal tnun proceeds to chnrch in the manner we saw in the 
Black Forest, forming two lines, till they reach the chnrch door, 
where they unite and greet the bride. After the ceremony the 
men return to the wedding-house, but the bride, bridesmaids, 
and women go to another, where they are greeted by a speech 
from one of the women, over a mug of warm beer. Towards 
evening a pistol Is fired before the door, when one of the oth- 
cials of the day enters, briugipg a can of beer, which is 
passed aronnd in the midst of another speech, when they all 
return together to the house of the bride, where the dinner 
awaits them, during which the bridegroom sits at a table among 
the women, aud the bride at another among the men. 

In some places the door of the house is fastened when the 
bridal train returns from church, and must not for a long time 
be opened. After a while some one comes with a loaf of bread 
and a jug of beer, from which the bride, then the bridegi'oum 
and each guest must drink, before entering, and bite also a bit 
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from the loaf of bread, which is not eaten at the time, but 
preserved as a charou la other places the bride most stand 
upon the hearth before the fire and taste of eyerTthing in pot 
and kettle before it is serred. The token of betrothal is a 
hyiuii-buok instead of a ring, which is carried about on all pos- 
sible occasions, and certainly is not so convenient a testimony 
to her honor as something that may be worn npon the finger. 
Among another tribe or clan, after the marriage ceremony, 
the young men give the bridegroom a few strokes with a whip, 
that he may know how good U is, and spare his wife a similar 
pain ; then he brings her beer and bread, as a sign that he will 
henceforth provide for her. She mnst not visit her parents 
after the wedding, till slie has been to church on the following 
Sunday, else she will not prosper in her married life. 

Among all the German and Dntch colonies in other parts of 
Europe, they preserve their own peculiar customs and way of 
life, instead of adopting new as they do in America, and incor- 
porating themselves with the people. Those who went from 
Holland were in many cases burghers and knights, and as their 
means permit, they keep up a kind of ceremonious stateliness, 
after the immier of their ancestors, and in accordance with the 
fMng of the Dutch burghers of New York, With them a 
vtoovng is still after this fashion. When a yonng man and yonug 
woman have ascertained in that silent way " more eloquent than 
language," that they have the special preference for each other 
necessary to the holy state of matrimony, the yonng man makes 
the first formal demonstration by mounting a steed duly saddled 
and bridled by the coachman, and himself duly equipped by a 
valet, to ride to the house of the bride.* He must also go on 

• In Ocmftnj, ttali appelUtton li flreii bdlpt* marriage, instead of aflcrwardi, m 
In Knglsnd and Amariea. 
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Tuesday or Thursday, as these arc the lucky days. Wheu he ar- 
riyes no one meets him at the door. He most tie his own horse, 
and enter alone, experiencing the most distant and formal recep- 
tion, which he does not seera to consider a bad sign. When 
he leaves no one accompanies him to the door. Eight days 
later he goes again in the same manner, also on Tuesday or 
Thursday. But this time he is greeted at the door, his horse 
is taken to the stable and fed, and be remains till eycning, en- 
tertained with the best the house affords. This is taken that 
he is considered one of the family, A few days later the be- 
trothal takes place, which Is a ceremony almost as grand as 
the weddings among the peasantry, the bridegroom being trans- 
ported to the house of the bride, in a carriage with four horses, 
with new harness, and polished in the finest manner, a new 
suit of clothes, and seryants in liyery. In this manner they 
pa}^ the betrothal visits, in Germany, among the higher 
classes. When persoos are betrothed and are ready to have 
it known among their Mends, they take a carriage and 
pay yisits, often in these days only leaving a card, with their 
names in betrothal proximity engraved thereon, and iu little 
diflfercut form from a wedding card. 

The bans are published the first Sunday after the betrothal, 
and three weeks later, on Tuesday or Thursday, is the wedding, 
iu the greatest possible state. On one occasion it is said the 
cake was brought from Bantzic in a wagon which not less than 
four horses could draw, and six hundred flasks of wine were 
drunk I 

These settlers live upon the banks of the Vistula, where, like 
their ancestors iu Holland, they converted a marsh into the 
most productiye meadow, eloyating the laud where it was neces- 
sary, building dikes, and opemng drains, till they made for 
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themselves the most beaatiful, as well as the most fruitful 
Talley in all the country. The houses are wood, with thatched 

roofs, aud balconies supported by pillars, with large gardens 
inclosed by fences. The barn, stable, and lauiilj rooms, are 
under the same roof, and near by, the baking room, granaiy 
and room for the carriages, harness, and other apparatus per- 
taining thereto. The floors of the house are polished with 
wax ; mahogany farniture, and often a piano, are reflected in 
the tall mirrors upon the walls. The doors are of carred oak, 
and upon the dmaers gleam silver coffee-pots, gold and silver 
goblets. In the kitchen tlie tin ami copper are in the greatest 
abundance, and polished to brilliancy. 

The cows are washed every day, and their tails drnt in 
papers, or what amounts to the same, coiled up and bound to 
little polished rollers, which is indeed a funny sight. But tJiuy 
look so clean one would be quite willing to invite them to dine, 
or share with them a lodge. The floor is strewn with coal 
instead of straw, and so supplied with grooves, and little rills of 
nniniug water, that the delicacy of the most fastidious is not 
so troubled as in some of the palaces occupied by human 
beings. 

Everywhere the harvest feast is celebrated by leaving a little 

Luiicli of wheat or oats standing upon the field, around which 
they dance, the maidens being crowned with wreaths, till one 
of the reapers cuts the last stem, when the whole is carried to 
other sheaves, and the feast closed in the house, with dance, and 
song, and wine. 

In Hamburg, the children from the orphan asylum make a 
happy gala-day, by being crowned with wreaths, and marching 
through the city, stopping at each house to demand alms, col- 
lecting much more than they would if they weut in rags, or 
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tban if the same were demanded by old ladies or policcmcii. 
In several kingdoms and dacbies, the aDDual almanac is 
pablished hj the gOTerament, and the proceeds of the sale 
deroted to the sapport of the orphans, no private person being 

allowed to prepare an almanac. 

To enumerate and describe all the festivals, as we have said, 
would be impoBsible, and there is a sameness abont them that 
makes it unnecessary. The scene which the Prater near Vienna 
exhibits at Easter, may be seen in the neighborhood of almost 
every large city, on some day during the year. In Berlin, it is 
on Sti Bartholomew's day (Aug. 24), when the whole city ponrs 
forth, prince and peasant^ old and yonng, rich and poor, merely 
because it is an old festal day, and they will rejoice. Tlie 
celebration has no coanectiou however with the events which 
took place in France on that day. It seems to be by accident 
that the Sfralauer Fisekzng occurs exactly at this time, and 
it was a long time before the people knew themselves in 
what it origiuated, but at length learned that the fishermen of 
the place were accnstomed on that day to devote the proceeds 
of their labors to the pastors of the villages, and a prince one 
morning amused himself with their labors. Ever after it became 
a festal day. Many have an origin as simple. Until 1848 the 
carnival was celebrated at Cologne with scarcely less pomp and 
pleasure than in Rome. For a time dnring the political troa- 
bles, it was prohibited, and has never since attained to its for- 
mer magnificence. 

At Frankforton-the-Main, FfingsUn, is the one nniversal 
holiday, and at Mnnich, the great October feast, instituted in 
honor of the marriage of one of their princes. On this occasion 
the people come from every part of the kingdom, and there is 
the appearance of a great fair. Stalls are filled with fine cat* 
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tie, all the products of agricultore, fhiits, flowers — ^what they 

have spun, aud what they have woven, being brought for exhi- 
bitioD and sale ; and racing, betting, shooting and wrestling 
are to be seen everywhere. In eyery city, town and Tillage, aie 
singing and mnsical societies, which have been gradually estab- 
lished in the last three centuries, aud these are continually 
holding anniTersaries, and stiU more general are the shooting 
companlBS. 

In America the whole country woold be one scene of dmnk- 
eaness aud revel with so many occasions for excitement, drinking 
and dancing ; but either because they are so accustomed to 
them, that they do not get excited, or because they are not 
so excitable, or firom some cause we cannot divine, the people 
drink, and sing, and dance, the year in and the year out, 
without so much noise and hurrah as is to be seen on one 
Fourth of July. 



It 
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EDUCATION IN OBRMANY— INVBHTIOK — ^ABTISTS — CTE OEBUAK ELE- 
MENT IN THE UNITED STATES KMIGRATION-— WCTOBE ©F A 

GERMAN FAMILY PREPARING TO GO TO AMERICA. 

In a voluminous work upou Germiiuy, published the last 
year at Gotha^ the author congratulates himself and his 
countrymen that no other country in the world is so advanced 
ill every .species of culture — no land where all classes, from the 
highest to the lowest, are so well educated — no laud where 
so much pains is taken to elevate the people I On an arerage, 
there is only one in every hundred who cannot read and write, ui 
some states only one in ten hundred, and in some none. In the 
whole country there are lour hundred gymuasiums, and twenty- 
four universities, and in the universities eighteeu thousand stu- 
dents. In Prussia alone, are three hundred and eighty-two insti- 
tutions for orphan and neglected children ; all of whom are 
taught to read, and write, and cipher. In 150 cities are public 
libraries, and in no other land has the book-trade attained to so 
much importance I there being 2,650 establishments ; of which 
Leipsic has 150, Berlin 180, and the whole of Austria 190 ; 
and the number of works from German authors, which appear 
annually, is from 8,000 to 10,000. Another author says 
these are nearly all works of imagination, as it is the imagina- 
tion of Germany, which is the most fruitful, and works of this 
kind in which the people most revel. A great proportion are 
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children\s books, and this species of literature is superior to that 
of auy other country. Yet, among the masses of the people, it is 
Impossible to buy books, and as far as reading is concerned, 
they might almost as well haye never been tanght There is 
only one in a hundred wbu cannot read, yet not one in a 
hundred ever thinks of reading, or has an opportunity. The 
author had not been in eTory land, and had no idea of a tmly 
intelligent, reading people. The newspaper is a far more effi- 
cient educator than the spelling-book, and of this they know 
nothing. 

He says, also, in no land have been so many inyentions and 
discoTeries, and no one wOl think of denying to them, great 

thinkers, ^eat philosophers and inventors. To the capabilities 
of the people, we deny nothing. What a glorious peo|)le they 
wonld soon be, cooJd they once get rid of the yoke. But this 
one thing it seems impossible for them to do. 

Gnttenburg, Herschel, and Kepler, all the world knows, were 
.Germans j but it is not so well known that a Holsteiu school- 
master discoTered vaccination, and that among the Hart2 
Monntains, a kind of railroad was first nsed. Wooden bellows 
first blew the flames in Thnringia, and the spinning-wheel was 
first turned in Brunswick. Porcelain was first made by a Ger- 
man, the clarionet invented, and the coloring of the beautiful 
Prussian blue. The first correct theory concerning the rainbow 
was by a German ; the motion of the comets, and the discovery 
of the spots upon the suu. The air-pump and the barometer owe 
their origin, to the same class of earnest thinkers. Here was 
drawn the first map of the moon, and finished the first tele- 
scope; the burning-glass and microscope; the ear-trumpet and 
the organ j wood and copper engraving j lithography and 
stenography ; the tangent, in trigonometry, and the hanging 
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compass ; besides many which are too well known to need 
enumeratiog. 

The drying and eompteBmng of Tegetables was a German 

discoyery, and is a great business, not less nsefol to others than 
profitable to them. They are so prepared as to occupy the 
least possible space, and keep any length of time, making it 
possible for ships to have good regetables in any climate, and* 
upon the longest Toyage, and all people to have comfortable 
food daring all the year. In two or tliree instances, these 
discoveries were made by what are called noblemen ; bnt most 
of them by men in hnmble Vie, as is tme of many of their first 
artists and musicians. It is related of Mozart, that he offered 
himself to a lady of rank, and she Rcornfully replied : " Yon 
aspire so high." He answered : " Yon shall one day look np 
to me.'' Which she liTed to do. Dannecker was the son of 
the Duke of Wurtemburg's groom, and his first labor, cleaning 
stables. Next door to them lived a stouc-cutter, who was 
continnally troubled by finding his blocks of marble all scrib- 
bled OTer with designs and pictures. When the Earl's school 
was founded in Stnttgard, the poor stable-boy went to the 
Duke and asked permission to go. After, inquiry concerning 
him, he* received permission, with the assurance of aid and 
protection if he proved worthy. His progress was, every day, 
a marvel to his teachers, and at fifteen he bore away the honors 
of the school. While there he became acquainted with 
Schiller, whose head he afterwards chiseled, to the immortal 
honor of himself and friend. The Ariadne npon the tiger, 
from Homer, seems to us the most graceful and beautiful of 
anything we ever saw in marble. Hans Sachs, the poet, was a 
shoemaker. Ranch, the sculptor, who has recently died at 
Berlin, was originally a brick-mason, and afterwards valet to a 
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cooQt. When he became a greater man than the court noble, 
he was one day invited by him to ride. Daring the dri?e he 
remarked : ** I rode with yod (mee before ; bat p^haps yoa 
do not remember it V* " No, indeed, said the eonnt ; when 
could it be "When I was a boy; but then I -rode behiud 
the carriage instead of at your side.'' He is said to have 
resembled Washington, in personal appearance, so mneh that 
he nright easily have been taken for hhn. 

We mi^ht fill a voUnne with sucli anecdotes, but we have 
already passed the line within which we limited ourselves, and 
most find a i^aoe to 6t(^, for in these days ci speed, peq»l6 
tolerate long books scarcely better than stupid ones; or if one is 
long, are sure to think it stupid. 

Having for a year and a half very diligently studied the Ger- 
man people, we are ready to say " good speed to every ship- 
load that sails across the water.'' They will not be aU 
worthy people, as so many from any country cannot, but the 
greatest proportion will become so, and cycq those that gov- 
ernment and friends pay for going, to get them oat of the 
way, have Rome iodncement to reform, and are qoite as likely to 
become good as to remain bad. 

It is infinitely amusing to see the importance given to them 
at home the moment they get " o» Ms oiAer nde*^ (this is the 
phrase most common among the peasantry hi speaking of 
America). "The German element," says the author above 
quoted, ''takes rank next to the original Yankee, and in 
some states exceeds it It was even to the German Baner 
democracy that America owed her independence I They were 
the first to shoulder the gun — they were the bravest and most 
enduring of Washington's soldiers !" How strange, how 
trne, and yet how lamentable that those who do' so mnch 
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for other countries can do nothing for their own. Here the 
BaiLcr caste are spoken of exactly as northern people are in the 
haUt of speaking of negroes ; bat wbea they get to America 
tbej are the greatest credit to their own land, and the bone, 
sinew, and glorj of onrs. 

The Hessians whom the English king bought of their prince, 
and who were obliged to go against their will, gave, at that 
time, to the whole fatherland a bad name, bat CTen they tried 
to redeem it afterwards by deserting in troops to the Ameri- 
can side, or offering themselFCS as servants among the German 
settlers. The whole nnmber who emigrated between 1815 and 
1864, was 1,800,000 I In Frankfortoii-the-Maine, in 1682, 
was founded the first company fbr sending colonists to America, 
the AiLswanderer GcseUschaft, called the "Frankfort Land 
Oonipany." Those who iirst .went under its auspices settled 
Gerraantown, iu PennsylTania. 

Daring a fomine in Germany, in lt09, Queen Anne gave firee 
passage to all who would go, and thirty-five thousand availed 
themselves of the opportunity, and from this time, driYen by 
war, oppression and famine, there has been a conttnuous stream. 
A few now and then return, says our author, bnt it is with the 
loss of their national feeling. The fatherland is not to them 
what it was. No, and we advise the kings and princes to see 
to these few who return to live, and also to those who ouJIy 
come back for a few weeks or months. For though they can- 
not speak loud, for fear of imprisonment or death, their wliis- 
pers arc mighty Instruments of evil to palaces and thrones. 
They speak to some purpose, because they hare seen the prac- 
tical working of things. They deal not in dreams and hypo- 
theses like the philosophers and students who liave only specu- 
lated upon freedom in their closets. Kvery father, mother. 
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brother and sister, believes what is related to them at the fire- 
side bj him who has been long absent, who has prospered him- 
self, and sent them money to make them comfortable, and now 
comes with stories marveloas as fairy talcs, of tlic strauge 
land in which he has been. We have often thought, too, as 
we hare read the letters of those Aiuwamdmrs, that they were 
like so many trains of powder, running in erery direction 
through the land. Far more dangerous are they than any- 
thing a poor colporteur may have in his pack, and there is no 
nook or comer of Germany now into which they do not go. 

The picture of a family breaking up and going to America, 
will perhaps not be an unpleasant one witli wliich to take leave 
of our readers. We have seen many, though all were not ex- 
actly like the one we give. Many, when they hare sold all 
they hare, possess scarcely enough to get there ; and in these 
days the great family wagon only takes the little party to the 
nearest railroad, instead of all the way to the sea coast, aud 
they must dine in a much less poetic and picturesque manner 
than when th^ tied their horses in the shade of a dump of 
oaks, made a fire, and boiled the soup, while the children 
danced ou the green. But now, as then, they manage to spend 
▼ery little' for food by the way, and often even fiad tAemselves 
upon the ship. Of luxury and ceremony they know nothing. 
Those who only see them whilst emigrants think them misera- 
ble, filthy, and degraded, when perhaps they were almost beau- 
tiful in some snug little cot, and will be again, when they build 
another on the prairie. 

We translate the followiug from one of their own popular 
authors : * 

" It was on a l)eanilful spring morning in the month of May, 

*Fraaz HoffmaD. 
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that Father Emanuel Wackerman, snnk in deep meditatioD, 
walked up and dowa beneath the shadow of his own vine and 
fig tree, in the little garden behind the cottage. The head, 

white with tlic silvery locks, fell low upon the breast, the 
bands were crossed behind, and the deep blue eye, which, in 
spite of ago, had lost none of its brilliancj, rested upon the 
earth. 

*' On the table, which stood in the little arbor, lay a paper, 
with a great seal, and near it the morning journal. 

A long while stood the old man by the table, looking first 
at the letter and then at the paper, and then oontinned his 
walk. 

" It was such a morning as one sees only now and then, even 
in the beaatifol spring. The trees were in their richest green ; 
a thousand flowers bloomed npon the cleanly weeded garden 
beds, and opened their chalices to the mominj^ sun. The birds 
hopped in the branches overhead, and filled the air with their 
melody, and the painted bntterfly sipped the honey from the 
dew-laden rose, resting a moment upon one, and then winging 
her way to another fhr distant on the bright parterre. All re- 
joiced in this golden light and balmy air except Father Eman- 
nel, who had no eye for what was life and glory to every other 
living thing. 

" What had so oppressed his usually glad and joyous spirit ? 
It was his custom to leave the house early to walk in the gar- 
den, but it was to refresh himself with the beauty and rejoice 
with the glad children of spring, and lift his heart in gratitade 
to the Giver of all this good. Now he seemed not to hear a 
bird or see a flower, and the motion of his lips betrayed a bur- 
den instead of a happy spirit, while he still acknowledged his 
many blessings. 
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" And these bleasings were indeed mmny. ' Father Emairael 

had house and farm, garden and meadow, field and fern. He 
was the richest luau iu the village. Two iiae horses stood ia 
his stable, a flock of sheep of fiaeet wool grazed in his pastnre, 
and in his coffer was ever a mite to bestow iqpon the poor who 
knocked at his door. 

" But these were not his best riches. These were his family 
— his brare son William, Anna, his true and loving wife, and 
their children, Ernest and Frederic, two beantifnl boys, and 
the little Maria, who was witliiu a few days of her tenth birth- 
day. Upon these hung his sool, to them his heart clung as 
the richest of all earthly treasores. The grandmother, the 
wife of his yonth, had gone to the Father in Heaven, bat in 
undisturbed love and peace lived he with the family who were 
pious, industrious, and ho acred. 

" When the son had risen a little higher in the heavens, the 
garden door opened and presented to him the happy faces of 
Ernest, Frederic, and Maria, come to say the accustomed 
'good morning' to grandfather. Usually this arrival was 
very welcome to Father Emanuel, and filled him with joy, but 
to<lay he greeted them with a sad smile, that cast a shadow 
over their fresh open countenances. He pressed a kiss upon 
their rosy lips, said a few friendly words, and then, instead of 
showing them the flowers, and talking with them, silently 
stepped aside to be alone. The eldest ran after him and saidi 
' What is the matter, grandfather ? you do not speak to us j 
have we displeased you ? ' 

" ' No, oh no, my children,' said the grandfather, while he 
tenderly patted the cheek of the beantiful boy ; ' yon are brave 
and good, and I am quite satisfied with you, but I have some^ 
thing to say to your father ; go and call him, and be quiet 
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awaj whilfit we'speak. Bon, dear duldren, and my blessing 

and love be with you/ 

" The childreOy quieted by these words, ran to the house, but 
when they had gone the grandfather murmured : ' Poor, dear 
children, how will they bear being transplanted to a strange 
soil ; and yet what can happen to save us from this fate ? Is 
it not better to forsake ail earthly goods than to sacrifice the 
health of tin soul?' 

** Agam sorrowAilIy shook the grey head, and the old man 
walked with quicker step up and down, till his son appeared. 

** A fine stately man was William. Energy and manliness sat 
enthroned apoa his brow, ow which fell the hair in light brown 
locks. His form betokened remarkable strength, and his well- 
burnt hands showed that he used this strength well. For a few 
minutes he remained quiet, before the fother obserred him ; 
then he said; 'Here I am, fother : yon wish to speak with 
me, bnt perhaps I hv?e eome too soon.' 

" * No,' said the old man, ' I must indeed speak with you, 
and it cannot longer be put off. See, upon the table lies a 
paper, read it and tell me what yon think.' 

** William seated himself upon a garden chair «iid began to 
read. From time to time his brow grew darker, and his lips 
compressed, and when he lifted his eyes again to the paper he 
exclaimed : 

" * This is, indeed, most nnrigkteons and hard to bear. What 

shall we do, father V 

" * Tell me first your opinion, my son. Speak opeuly, con- 
cealing no thought for fear of my judgment. In so important 
a matter we must think only of what is right.' 

" * True, father, this is also my opinion. The government 
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wishes that we change onr faith or leave onr conntrr. Is not 
this the substaucc of this uuhallowed message V 

" * Yes, my soq I' answered the g^ndfather, ' and which will 
yon choose ? Consider well before yon decide.*' 

" * Father/ answered William, * there is nothing to consider. 
The Bible says : " He who will not take up his cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me f and also, I am the light of the 
world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but wUl 
have the liglit of life." Father, I am ready to leave all as God . 
has commanded/ 

" * Bui do yon not forget, my son, what yon will have to leave ? 
Home, fHends, honse, farm, garden, field, and meadows, which 
yon have made fruitful by hard work, and watered with the 
sweat of your brow.' 

" ' I forget it not,' answered William, with qniet earnestness, 
' bnt I remember that the Savionr said : He who forsakes 
father and mother in my name, will be rewarded a hundred-fold.'* 
If we leave our possessions here God will still remain to us.' 

' Bnt yoar wife, yonr children,' said the grandfather, ' have 
yon thonght how hard it will be for them to separate from all 
they love and hold dear V 

" ' Not from all, father. God will remain, and you and I. 
I know my Anna, she will think with me and not wish me to 
do otherwise.' 

"'Well, then, well, my noble son,' exclaimed the grand- 
father, and pressed him to his bosom, ' your faitli is mine, and 
I doubt not that in the struggle with right and duty, it is good 
to think not of earthly possessions. So, then, we will be stead- 
fast and strong in the faith. God is over all, and especially 
Will he be witli us when we place our dependeuce upon him 
with love and hope^' 
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"'And which way shall we go V said WilHam. 

" ' Where else than to the land of freedom — to the Uuited 
Btstes of America— where all are fine to worship Qod as their 
hearts wish. Shrinkest thoo from the long way otw the 
sea ? Forget not, my son, what is written : " Not a hair of 
year head falls without my notice.'' Qod can protect us on 
sea as on land' 

" ' And yet, father, you hare not encouraged the emigrant in 
seeking a strange land.* 

" * No, my son, when from selfishness and the thirst of gold, 
one tarns his back opon his fatherland. Bat this is not what 
tempts OS. If we stay here it most be with hardened con- 
sciences. If we go, God is with us to be our guide and shield.' 

" ' Bat perhaps we can hnd a refuge nearer ; it is, indeed, sad 
to go so fiir across the great deep.' 

" ' Tes, bat what security haTe we more in one place Hian in 
another ? To-day we are driven from here, and next year from 
there. Why subject ourselves to such harassing circumstances t 
What matter, here or across the sea f— <3k)d is ereiywhera. We 
mast sacrifice much in selling oar land, and if we buy again m 
this country must give a great price. No 1 to America — there 
are forests and fruitful fields within our means, and with indus- 
try we leare a goodly inheritanoe to onr children and children's 
children. Their affections are not so deeply rooted here. They 
arc young and a new world will soon be their home, and 
strangers their friends.' 

" * Enough, father, enough. I will not think of myself when 
my chiklren are concerned. Gnide as and we will follow. 
May God give to them all he has destined to me. To work, 
and strive, and suffer, to open to them a future, is for me 
enough. To me the labor, to them the reward. I will sow 
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that they may reap ; and my true wife will say the same. Her 
loye for the cbildreu is not less tbaa mine, and what is for their 
good will she be read j to do. No distance will be too far, and 
no path too rongh and stony. Guide ns and we will follow.' 

"'Yes, with full trust,' exclaimed the clear, glad voice of 
Anna, who had heard the last words, and came smiling near. 
'Tes, father, to thy hand and Gtod-fearing heart we flsarlesBly 
tmst onr destiny/ 

" * Good and excellent woman,' said the grandfather, ' but 
yon shall not follow me blindly. I rejoice in thy love and 
tmst, and hearty good will ; but yon rnnst hear all and jndge 
for yonrself.' * Here he related to her all which had passed, and 
what portended. 

" A silent tear rolled over her cheek, but then she lifted the 
daric bine eye, and with firm Yoiee and spirit said : 

"'Hard, indeed, it is to leare onr home, but harder to be 
separated from God and our faith ; yes, this is impossible. 
You haTe not deoelTed yourself in me, William ; I follow yon, 
and God will gire me stitength to be a true and fiuHJiM wife, 
and deroted mother to onr ehildreii. We leave earthly goods, 
kind and sympathizing friends, all dear and valued treasures, 
bat we will find others across the sea, and the most precious 
of all, we will keep oar faith la God. If we forsake not hhn^ 
• he will forsake not ns. Let us go, then, in peace and hope.* 

" * I knew this was what you would say,' said William, press- 
ing her to his heart, and the grandfather placed his hand upon 
their heads saying : ' It is decided — ^we remain steadfast in the 
faith. — Amen.' And the old, pcacefol smile cnrled the lip of 
the grandfather ; they pressed each other's hands and returned 
the house. 

" Quickly spread the news throagh the village that Father 
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Emannel, with all his family, would cross the seas, and it was 
a snd knell to nianv licarts. Those who had not the same faith 
had still for them the sincerest r^ard, for their honest iodus- 
try, nprightness, and friendly interest in their toils. Many tried 
to persuade him from his purpose, and some resolred to accom- 
pany him when they found him firm. 

" Soon was eyerythlDg arranged. The hoose was sold, and 
' tiroly the Lord is with ns/ said father Emanuel, as he placed 
the shining gold thalers In the oolfer. ' The labor we have 
bestowed upon our land has brou«5ht its reward. Both house 
and land were purchased at their full worth, when it was e^i* 
dent they needed no improvements. If God continnes by ns 
we may look forward quietly to the future. But let us not 
linger, dreading what can't be avoided. Partings are sad, but 
are not madejess so by delay. I have engaged a wagon and 
two horses, that we may take with us to the new world a 
few things that have been dear to us in the old ; now dioose 
which they shall be, but only the most necessary and most 
valued, that the wagon may not be overladen.' 

" But, oh 1 how many there are fh>m which father and mother 
and children think they cannot separate, or at least, with heayy 
hearts, must leave in the old home — the old chair in the corner 
by the stove ; the great chest filled with the treasures of hue 
linen ; the big table by which the grand&ther played when a 
little boy ; the old clock, blackened with the smoke and dust of 
half a century ; the liule wheel ou wliich the dear grandmother 
had spun mauy a yard of hue lineu ; the oak settle, which had 
afforded rest after so many weary hours, and so many, many 
others to which were linked the sweetest remembrances. Alas I 
how could she choose — the whole household would slic Lave liked 
to pack luto the wagon. But though the wagon was large, it 
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would not hold a fourth part, and not a tenth part could be 
permitted to go. The grandfather still shook his head, * too 
much — ^too mncb, although to his heart they were not less 
dear, and wbeo he took from the wagon many things and put 
them back into the honse, a tear fell from the eye of mother or 
children in sorrowful resignation. 

** But the children indeed, what would they not have taken 
with ihem ? Fris brought all the playthings, thongh they had 
long ceased to be used. The great rocking-horse was tugged 
down from the garret, and Maria brought her dolls and cooking 
apparatus, and picture-books. The last the grandfather per- 
mitted to pass, but the others must be returned to the lumber 
room, at which the children cried heartily. 

"'That which is useful first,' said the grandfather, 'play- 
things will be found as plenty im ike ciker side over the sea. We 
hare all to sacrifice something, and must not aUow the heart to 
be heavy. Ah, but what have you there ? Books — I thought 
there were ahready enough upon the wagon, Maria ?' 

" 'But these are my school books, the slnging^book and the 
Holy Bible,' answered -the little one, shily, fearing to be sent 
back again. But was pleasantly surprised to hear, ' The Sing- 
ing Book and the Holy Bible : yes, hand them here, they are the 
most needful of all our possessions. Hand them here, they shall 
haye the best place, if half the goods must be unladen to receive 
them. Give me the Bible, my child, it is our great treasure, 
and will be to us the richest cousolation in our new home. Here 
it shall rest, that we may also liave it handy by the way ; and 
now enough ; the wagon is full, not an inch more for anything. 
In the morning we can take our seats, and commence the long 
journey.' Many things still stand around which they would 
so gladly take, and the young wife lingers with the hope of 
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securing room for at least a few. But the graudfatber still 
Bays * no,' and they enter mournfully the half-empty house. 

** * Now all is ready/ said Father fimanael, ' we have only 
to pat the horses to the wagon in the morning, and take oor 
places. Courage, children, courage. Lift up the head, my 
daughter, and look to God for consolation. He will guide us 
through the dark yaUsj, if we only put our tmst in him. Take 
ooorage, there is yet a sadder leaye-taking than any we have 
had yet, a more painful farewell to say than to house and farm. 
Yon understand, my daughter, and you, William, and the child- 
ren. Ah, yes, yon hare thought of it as well as V 

** Well did all understand what the grandfother meant — a 
visit to the peaceful churchyard, to look once more upou the 
green mound which inclosed the remains of her, whom they so 
loved in life, and who if as not less dear in death. 

" Th4y went The grandfather first, then Wiffiam with Anna^ 
then Frederic with Maria, hand in hand. Silent, thoughtful, they 
wended their way, not through the public street, for their feel- 
ings were too saered to be exposed to the gaie of the indilEBr- 
ent ; bnt along a nde path where a green hedge concealed 
them from view. 

" The sun was almost behind the hills as they reached the 
qniet^ chnichyard, bnt the golden beams still played among 
the branches of the cypress and linden that shaded the grava 
Across the blue vault of heaven swept the rose-tinted clouds, 
and a light evcuiug breeze whispered among the branches. 
Silently gathered the lltttle drde aronnd the remains of the 
sleepers in this holy place— it is the grave of the grandmother 
— and by her side are her parents, the three hillocks blooming 
with the fresh flowers of ^^ring. They knelt together, the 
grandfather nncoTered his grey head, and claqied his hands in 
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prayer. Their tears foil like dew-drops upoa the pcrfame> 
exhaling petals, and gleamed like diamondB in the setting son. 

" They remained long in this hnmble postore. The' grand* 
father rose first, and lifted his Dioistencd eyes to heaven, 
' Farewell ye glorified ones/ said he, with a Toice trembling 
with suppressed emotion, 'farewell, nerer more can our feet 
tread this holy spot, where yon rest in peace ; bot we know thai 
yonr blessing descends upon onr heads as you look down upon 
us from above. We must leave your terrestrial remains, bat 
onr thoughts will still linger here, and yo«r glorified spirits 
will accompany as to the strange land — ^the strange distant 
land to which we go. We separate from your honored dust, 
bnt not from your imperishable spirits, whose holy presence my 
soul ever feels. Farewell, and peace remain forever upon this 
holy dast/ 

** With trembling hand, then the grandfather plucked a flower 
from each grave, and pressed them to his heart. Then turning, 
with one last lingering look to the sacred reUcs, all wended 
their way homeward. It was indeed a sad parting, bnt though 
deep grief troubled their spirits, a holy peace filled their hearts. 

** Scarcely was the moruing dawned, when the household of 
the grandfather was astir. The fiither and son busied them- 
selres in the stable, fed and harnessed the horses, and made all 
things ready for the journey. The mother dressed the children 
and prepared the breakfast for the last time in the old home. 
Daring the meal no word was spc^en, for the hearts were too 
full ; but when it was finished the grandfather said : ' It is 
time. If we would leave the village before the neighbors are 
up, to spare our hearts the pangs of more farewell words, we 
must not linger. All is ready. Children come.' 

" * Only one hist look throagh the house where we hare so 
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long lired in prosperity and happinc??/ begged the mother ; 

* yet ODce more, that the picture of the old borne mtkj be deep 
printed' in my soal.' 

"*(iood, good!' said the grandfiitber, 'that is a longbg 
of the heart which I also feel, and we will go together.' 

Thus they wander through erery room and chamber from 
top to bottom ; risit the kitchen and the store-room, and lastly 
to the honeysuckle bovver in the garden, where thej had spent 
so many glad evening hours. Secretly the mother plucked a 
root from the earth, a charm, and put it in a little flower-pot 
that she had concealed in her satchel. ' This,' thought she, 

* will be a sweet remembrance upon the sea, and in the far off 
new home.' But she had not done it bo carefully that Wil- 
liam, her husband, did not observe her — ' Right, dear Anna,' 
said he, ' this will indeed be a charm, and shall be nourished 
to become anotiicr bower, to bud and blossom in the wilder- 
ness, and remind us of our love in the old home.' 

*' Now all was ready. They took their seats in the wagon, 
and only the man-serrant and maiden, who remained to serve 
their successors, were by to speak parting words. 

" ' Farewell,' said Father Emanuel to them, ' many thanks 
for your love and good wishes. Remain upright and true, and 
the blessing of God will attend you.' Now clasping the reind, 
he said : * Forget us not, as we will keep you in kind re- 
membrance. Opon the door ; part we must, and no longer stay. 
Farewell, all, and God be with you.' 

* Farewell, Father Emanuel ; farewell, young master ; 
farewell, dear mistress Anna ; farewell, dear, dear children,' 
cried they, and reached their hands for a last fond grasp. 
Then said the grandfather — ^'Go on,' and the wagon rolled 
through the great gate. 
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" Already, the day before, had the grandfather bid the neigh- 
bors good bye, aod wished not the pain of saying the words 
again. All appeared to be Blambering quietly ; not one did 
they Bee by door or window as they passed, and he said, 'It is 

well. God bless them all. Before they awake we shall be far 
away/ 

** Bat the grandfather had not rightly appreciated the lore 
of the good neighbors. They had well marked the preparap 

•tions for an early departure, and had been long np to make 
ready for the last farewell. The last few houses of the Tillage 
lay in a wood, through which the wagon most pass, and here 
had they all assembled ; young men and women ; old men and 

little children ; and as the emigrants approached, came riLsliing 
oat| and so ^ling the street that the horses were compelled to 
stop. 

" ' Ob, my good iHends, and dear neighbors/ said the grand- 
father, ' this is too much — it is not well j you make still more 
bitter the parting hour.' 

" * No, no; that will we not/ said a grey-haired peasant, 
coming near. ' We will see yon all once more, that we may 
wish you joy and peace on life's pathway, and the blessing of 
the Lord, which you so richly deserve. We shall keep you in 
good remembrance, and think of yon with love, for yon were 
at all times a true, kind, and upright neighbor. It is with 
deep sorrow that we see you go, aud long will your absence 
make a void in our Tillage aud in our hearts. But we know 
that necessity compels yon tb go forth, and blame ye not. God 
be with you, Father Emannel ; Ood be with yon and yours ! 
May he bless your departure, and your arrived with rich mea- 
sure, so that you may fiud in a new land, all blessings and 
happiness from which here yon must flee. Farewell all, and 
in our hearts and prayers we will remember you.' 
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** ' Thank you, dear frieuds and neighbors/ said the grand- 
father, with deep emotion. ' Thank you for all yonr kindness 
and loYe. Often shall onr thoughts tnra to yon, and our 
pruycrs ask the blessing of God npon yon all. Farewell, and 
God be with you ; gladly would I have spent with you the 
remainder of my days ; but we are called and must go. Fare 
well, all, fiurewell ; if we meet not again on earth, may we 
hope to meet above to part no more. Farewell, dear neighbors 
and friends — ouce more let us shake hands, and then we' 
mnst go.' 

" All gathered ronnd and stretched ont the hand, which was 

silently pressed, and wet with tears, when the wagon moTed 
forward, and the villagers returned to their homes." 
We need not tell ol the arrival of the emignuit, to American 
, readers, thongh the author makes the new home more at- 
tractive than the old, nor describe the homes of German settlers 
scattered all over the western prairies ; but we are sure none 
will read this picture without feeling for them a more kindly 
sympathy, and bidding them a more kindly welcome. The 
mtxtnre of the German and the American element, makes the 
best compound for republican citizens, and when their children's 
children shall come back to the Fatherland, with q>irit8 bom 
and nonrished npon free soil and by free air, the dry bones of 
these cmmbling dynasties will awake, and the tocsin of freedom 
ring the death-knell of tyranny once and forever. 
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BARON VON STEIN* 

HiNBT Fbbdibiok Cbabub mm and turn 8tkk (fiftsaA «t Stein) was bom 
in 1767 at Nassao on the Lahn. Hia father was one of the higher and older 

nol^tj, who held immediately of the empire, an independent lord in his 
own domain. The baron was intctnled by his father to enter the service of the 
imperial government, and was sent Grst to Gottingen to study public law and 
history, and then to Wetzlar, the seat of the imperial chamber. In 17bO, he 
entered the Prossian senrioe as director of the mines of Westphalia, at Wet- 
ter. In 1784, he was ambassador at AschafTcnburg. 

He was then made President of the Westphalian Chamber, in which capa- 
city he continued until IHOI. when he was called to Berlin and made minister 
of finance, and of trade, and commerce, by Frederick William III. He held 
this offlee ontil 18inr» and then resigned St soon after the hftHie of Jena, iu 
consequence of some differences with the cabinet. Bat he was a man whoso 
services in that emergency could not be spared to the state. He was called 
back by the king in the summer of the same year, and made prinio minister. 

After the buttle of Jena, not Prussia only, but the whole of Germany, lay 
prostrate at the feet of Bonaparte. The nations were broken, crushed, bleed- 
ing, helpless. How to raise Pmssia flrom its snplneness, and inftise vitality 
into the lifeless mass of the people was the problem to he solved. Here was 
a task worthy of the best talents and best efforts of tlie foremost man of the 
times. Stein saw that the weakness of the nation lay in the slavery of the 
people, and he boldly applied the remedy. By a single decree, he converted 
a nation of aerfii into a firee pe ople. 

Bat Stein's sentUnents were revealed to tiie French by an intercepted let- 
ter, and Napoleon, who watched and controlled every court of continental 
Europe, directed him to be removed, and give place to TIardenberg. Stein 
was banished to Prague, where he lived until 1812. He then went to St. 
Petersburgh, having escaped the vigilance of the French spies and police. 

Stein came with Alexander to Germany in 1813, and was present at the 
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batQes of Lntieii uid Baatasen. Daring that year, he held the ofBce of 

Supreme Director of the Interior Central Board of Administrators of the con- 
quered provinces of Germany, until they should be linally disposed of by a 
general congress. But with the congress of Vienua and the Holy Alliance, 
he had nothing to do. He held ^plomacy and oompromiae in sovereign con* 
tempt* He had done hie part to awake the people from their alombera, to 
organize and animate the league that accomplished the overthrow of Napo- 
Icon, and the emaneipation of Germany. 

In 1816, he retired to private life, and was no more heard of in connection 
with ollice and guverument. He died at Coppenberg, in Westphalia, a faro* 
rite residence, on the 29th Jane, 1881. 

Stein's opinions, measares, and character, deserve to be better known. It 
has been the policy of the Trussian government, since 1816, to suppress all 
publications partakin"; of lu's spirit, illustrating his measures, and promoting 
the reforms and progressive improvemeuts which he initiated. Ue was 
vexed and pained at the reaction which commenced at Berlin, nnder the in^ 
floence of the bnreancratists and conrt minions, who, after others had fonght 
and won the battle of freedom, again crowded into their old places, and pos- 
sessed the e;irs of the kin,;;. 

Frederick William was a good, kind-hearted, well-mcaniug monarch, facile 
in his promises, but without strength or resolution fn performance. He 
iiBlaified neurly all his pledges. He delayed and postponed the promised 
reforms. The constitution, so often just ready for promulgation, was never 
perfected. He could not give up his r])'>rislu'il absolutism. Since l^^l'), the 
ministers of the king have done cvcr\ tlsiir^ to ni:ike tlic royal word a inockt-ry 
and bhame. Books have been prohibited, imaginary conspiracies have been 
sappressed, professors have heen deposed. Lather has heen banished, the 
free exercise of religion trammeled, and the expression of liberal opihions In 
politics sternly repressed. 

Stein, although a high born nohlemnn himself, speaks of the native princes 
**a.s dastardly poltroons, who, intent only on their own preservation, and 
deaf to every feeling of honor and duty, seek safety in their heels; or titled 
slaves and bailiflbi who, with the snbstance and the life blood of their sob- 
Jeots, purchase a few years' lease of a beggarly existence." He adds that 
among them every sort of extra vileness, weakness, and low sneaking self- 
ishness prevails." 

The reforms introduced by Baron Stein, and their resolts, are very briefly 
and clearly stated by Alison in Chapter 48 of his History of Europe : 
** So clearly were his ideas formed, and so decided his conviction as to 

the only means which remained of reinstating the public affairs, that he com- 
menced at once a vigorous, but yet cautious system of amelioration; and, 
only four days after his appointment as minister of the interior, a royal decree 
appeared, which l&trodnoed a salutary reform into the Constitntlon. 

By this ordinance, the peasants and bnighera obtsxned the light, hitherto 
confined to Ihe nobles, of acquiring and holding landed property, while they 
in their turn were permitted, without lo^;ing caste, to engage in the pursuits 
of commerce and industry. LandlioMers wi re allowed, under reservation of 
the rights of their creditors, to separate their c^-tatt^s into distinct parcels, 
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and alienate them to different persons. Every spocics of slavery, whether 
coulractoJ by birtli, marriage, or agreement, was prohiliiteil subsequent to 
the 11th of Xuvembcr, 1810; and every eervilude, corvii . or ubbgution of 
serriee or rent, other tiiui tkvat founded on the rights vi' property or expreae 
ggreement, waa forever abolished. By a second ordinance, published aiz 
weeks afterward, certain important fhuichises were couft rrcd on municipa- 
lities!. J'.y ihi:* wise decree, which is in many respects the magna cliarta of 
the i'rusrfian burghs, it waa provided that the burgherii i^hould enjoy coun- 
cillors of their own election, for regulating all local and mimicipal concerns; 
that a third of the number shoold go out by rotation, and be renewed by an 
election every year ; that the council thu.s chosen should assemble twice A 
year to deliberate on the public affairs; that two buri^'omasters should be at 
the head of the niaL;i-traey, one of whom should l>e chosen by the kin^r. from * 
a list of three pre.sculed, and the other by the councillors; and that the 
police of the bnrgh shoold be administered by a syndic appointed for twelve 
years, and who should also have a seat in the mnnicipal cooncil. The admi- 
nistration of the H'lnte Police, or that eonnectcd with the state, was reserved 
to (^overtiment. l>y a third ordinance, an ctjually imi)ortant alteration was 
made in favor of the numerous class of debtors, whom the public calamities 
had disabled from performing their engagements, by prohibiting all demand 
for the capital snm tOl the 24th of June, 1810, providing, at the same time, 
for the punctual payment of the interest, under pain of losing the benefit of 
the ordinance. Thus, at the very moment that France, durin.c the inti>xi(ra- 
tion consequent on the triumphs of Jena and Fricdland, was losing the last 
rcuiuant of the free institutions which had been called into existence during 
the fervor and crimes of the Revolution, Prussia, amid the humiliation of un- 
precedented disasters, and when groaning under the we%ht of foreign chains, 
was silently relaxing the fetters of the feudal system, and laying the founda- 
tion, in a cautious and guiltless relormatioa of experienced grievances, for 
the future erection of those really free institutions which can never he estab- 
lished on any other basis than those of jostioe, order, and religion." 



Appendix B. — {J\ige 67.) 
FEUDAL SYSTEM--SERFDOH. 

SoHB knowledge of the feudal system is necessary to enable 'the reader to 

comprehend the present condition of Europe. It must not besapposed that 

the feudal s3-stera was a regular polititral organization, like a constitutional 
go\ crnnient of modern days, or that it was a system of laws like the Code 
Napoleon. Indeed, that state of society called the feudal system can hardly 
be entitled to the name of system. It was different in difKirent ages and dif- 
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fercnt countriM. It waa ooft fhlng in France, BDotiieir In Boiglaiid, and atUI 

another in ('.crmnny. Tt wa<? f^reatly modified in one country and another by 
conflirtiiip; and rnunt<?racting influences, such as ancient laws, manners, cus- 
toms ; and everywhere it had to encounter the open or secret hostility of the 
Papal ehnrch. In fkct fendallam never existed aa n kannoniona ayatom. ft 
never had any fixed arrangement <rir parte, any establialied order, bnt evety- 
wherc presented strange incongruities and glaring inconsistencies. 

It very nearly resembled the patriarchal 800101}' of the times of Abraham, 
or the tribal associations of Arabia, or the clanships of Ireland and Scotland. 

All the members of a tribe or elan elafaned deacent from n oonunon anoea- 
try, and bore a common name, aa Clan Oas^beil, or Clan Gonnel, and atran* 
gers adopted Into the tribe were bonnd to intermarry with the clan, and to 
take its name. 

The district of territory occupied by a clan was considered common pro- 
perty, and the shares were subject to distribution according to the discretion 
of the local chieftain. It is nearly certain that took was the form of govern- 
ment among all the aboriginal tribes of Europe. The accounts left Q8 bj 
CfTsar in his Commentaries, and Tacitus in his Germania, and by geographers 
and historians of the Roman Empire, justify this inference. The (iermans 
and the Normans, in their invasions of western Europe, brought with them 
the femNnbranoe of their olanshipa. lik the dtotrHmtion of the conquered 
conntries, howem, the principle of the ftumily and property nnion was ne- 
cessarily conformed to the altsmd eirenmstances of the victors. 

The emi<rratiTic" warriors were from different clan??, and the lands to be 
divided and shared were of larger extent than their deserted homes. The 
family connection was sundered and could never be revived. In the place of 
it aasodations were formed by chance or design, or imposed by force. 

Dominion imposed by force was the element of the feudal system. It did 
not spring at once into complete existence, but was of gradual growth* 
Wherever the system prevailed it was based solely on brute force. 

The social influence of feudalism can be best understood by considering the 
position of the holder of a fief, snd tiie state of society by which he waa anr* 
roonded. The banwial castle is the prominent itetore in Ibe landscape. It 
ia sitaated upon some rock or inaccea^le precipice, fortified so as to resist 
the attacks of rival barons, insurgent vassals, or royal power. It is garri- 
soned by favorite dependents or hired soldiers, ready to attend their lord to 
war or to the chase. In the neighborhood of the castle is the feudal village, 
a mde collection of hovels, oecnpied by the serfli who cultivate the baron's 
estates. They are not bound to him by any moral or politicsl bond. He 
treats them as vanquished aliens; he despises their occupation, and hates 
industry in every form. They know little of the domestic habits of the castle, 
and he nothiog of theirs. His power over them is absolute — he gives them 
laws, fixes the amount of their rents and taxes, punishes them for real or 
fiincied oflbnces, permits or forbids the aconmnlation of property, and is often, 
ft-om sheer ignorance, or unintentionally, a tyrant. Out of his contempt for 
industry and husbandry, and in order to enjoy the noble pastime of the 
chase, he establishes sanguinary laws for the preservation of game, without 
regard to the interest of the serfs, interfering with their means of subsistence. 
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and their ability to weti tine mioVUm to whicli the j were eahjeet, for per- 
miHion to till file froond. Wm otter disregard for the righta and 8niferinp:s of 
his vassals, his forest laws and pamo laws, by which their meanj* of subsist- 
ence were sacrificed for mere sport, precluded any kindliness of feeling he- 
tween the baroa and his vassals. The latter felt that they were the sport 
and TiotiiBB of the capriciou will of irresponsible tyrants. Hence the intense 
hatred with which the rural population throughout Europe regarded their 
feudal ma.sterg, and hence the fierce and fearfol retallattons exercised bjthe 
insurgent peasantry during the middle ages. 

The feudal barou had no friends except his wife and children, his domestics 
and niUtaiy letainers, and these also eonstitnted his sole sociely. He waa 
generailjr at fend with hhi aeighhor harona, and al Tarjanee with the royal 
power. He waa an independent chieftain within his fief, which was a state in 
itself. He administered justice, levied taxes, and made laws. True, he ac- 
knowledged a superior lord or suzerain, to whom he was bound for homage, 
allegiance^ and military service ; but tfie performance of these duties de- 
pended npon the power of the soaerain to eafraoe the obligation. 

Some authors have described fendalism as a system of mntnal rights and 
duties, with graduated ranks from the monarch down to the meanest vassal. 
In Rome countries the organization was iiitirh more complete than in others; 
but it was nowhere perfect. The main principle of feudality was at war with 
nnity and order. The lords cf fleib, who were at the same time sovereigna 
and owners 4^ the land, never yielded more than a personal service to their 
anzcraln. Each was to the other an ally or an enemy, and in all cases wholly 
independent. Homage was a characteristic of nobility. Peasants could not 
do homage. Every owner of a fief was a gentleman, and the equal in rank 
of every other, altlioogh it comprised bal a lisw acres of land. The greatest 
lord was qnite wiUing to hold a fief nnder another less wealthy and powerful 
than himself, and in retam to do him homage and fealty. Even kings held 
Innds and jurisdictions nndor their own Hultjecf^j. Even the oriflanimo, the 
national standard of the kings of France, was originally the banner of a small 
barony, for which the kings were vassals to the abbey of 8t. Denis. William 
the CMkqneror held his Bnchy of Normandy as a flef of the kings of France. 
Kings were only regarded as members of the fleodal dristooraoy, and royalty 
4Ml1y as the flef on which the rest depended. 

In Germany royalty was ptulibornly resisted for ajres. Austria was for cen- 
turies only a union of several distinct nationalities under the suzerainty of the 
Bbipabnrg family. 

The several statea stontiy mafaitafaied their independence, and tefosed to 

become analgaoiated into one nation. Austria, Bohemia, Carinthia, and 

Hnngary, arc as distinct now in laws, manners, customs, and language, as 
five hundred years ago. Prussia is a modern kingdom, not yet two centuries 
old. It is now only fifty years since the peasants have been emancipated, 
and fendalism abolished. The old spirit yet exists in the descendants of the 

feudal families. In FranoOt Ibndalism all but annihilated royalty. Tlie great 
lords treate<I with the crown on terms of equality. It was not till the four* 
teenth century, that the crown obtained a decided preponderance. 
William the Conqueror introduced feudalism into England. He parcelled 

18 
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out tlie country among bis foUowtn, bvt hb took can to reaerre to himself 

aach a share of the plander as to give him an nnqnestioned supremacy. Be* 
aides, he violated the feudal rule, anil required all the fendal lords to do him 
homage and fealty ; in the form of homage from one lord to his vassal, he 
iuBcrted a claim saTing the homage and fealty due to the king. He retained 
in hia own hands more than a fhonsand manors, the lordship of ali fiie great 
towns, the right to nominate all the great ofHoers of state, and for the admin* 
i fr;i?i<iii of jiistire. lie did not grant to his vassala whole counties as wa? 
the l ase in France, but gave them hinds in different C0antieS| so as to divide 
their posscssiouii and diminish their power. 

In FhuicOt the fendal aristocraoy defied, and overrode the mimanhy, and 
the king and the people coalesced for mntoal protection. The reeolt was an 
arbitrary monarchy, which crushed out the spirit of the nobility, and enslaved 
all alike. The revolution of 171)2 was the uprising of a people, who coold 
no longer bear oppression, and were not lit for freedom. 

In England, the Norman ariatoeraof were compelled to nnito with ^ Saxon 
people, to protect fbemaelTca againtt the power of the erown* The reanll 
was the annihilation of royal authority, and the early extinction of fendaliam 
an<l serfdom. The first instance of such a union was under the usurper Stephen, 
tlie second under the tyrant J ohn, from whom the barons exacted Magna Charts 
at Runnymede. The wars of the Roses, in wliich two rival braachea of the 
royal £unOy strove for the crown, came near extingi^ing the Namwa race 
in England. The people did not care which party won the bauble for which 
they were lighting, but were glad to sec them worry and destroy each other. 
So fur back as the year 1230, the parliament of England enacted a law, called 
the statute of Quia Emptorezy w iiich x^reveuted the creation of any new, or 
snbordinato ileft and throttled fendaliam abnoat aa soon aa it stepped its f6ot 
on English aoO. 

In Germany, however, the system obtained a strong foothold, and has ex- 
isted with slight modifications down to the present day. The petty duke- 
doms, margravatcs, and principalities of Germany, have resisted the whole 
force of the m<marohical tendencies of five centuries, and still eziat in fom as 
they did in the time of Ofho the <keat» The French revolution, and the avsp 
lanche of Napoleon's armies, awoke the German princes to a sense of their 
weakness, and the German people to a perception of their rights. 

The aristocracy of Europe still cling to their titles, and worship the dead 
past. But the people, the long despised peasants, the laboring olaaaes, are 
alowly gaining Imowledge and power. Education, limited aa it to, under 
censorship, and guided by government teachers and royal rules, is surely, 
titough not rapidly, elevating the masses, and fitting them to aaaertvtheir 
natural rights. 

It will be interesting to inquire into tiie actual condition of the peasants, 
during the long ages in which they have been the servants of their fendal 
masters. 

Let it not be imagined, however, that serfdom was peculiar to thtJ fendal 
system. Slavery has existed in some form, since the earliest records of his- 
tory. The Egyptians held slaves. The Patriarchs of the liibie held slaves, 
bondmen and bondwomen. The cultivators of the soil, and the house oi»<> 
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vants of the Assyrians and Persians were slaves. The free citizens among all 
lbs BtatM of Gieeee were litrdly a tenth park of the popnletioii. The same 
teiiark ie tme of the BomaoB. Prieonert of war were oiiiTersally sold into 

slavery amonj? all the nations of antiquity. The Ganls and the Germans in 
the days of C;psar and Tacitus, owned slave?. Indeed slavery has been the 
condition of agricultural and mechanical laborers in all ages, and among all 
people, unless perhaps, China may be an ezceptioa. 

In the daya of Charlemagne, the feudal syetem waa not yet known. We 
read, that he gave his friend Alcuin broad landn, upon which there were 
twenty thousand slaves. In hin time, a=< always before, prisoners of war 
were made slaves. He himself, Ifn^k captive, and transplanted whole nations 
from their native seats to distant countries, and ma^c slaves of them. After 
Italy had been conquered by tiie emperori and many rioh Helh bestowed upon 
the Soman Pontlflt a violent oontroveny aroee between the popea and barona, 
the latter accusin^:^ the former of winking at, and making a profit out of the 
slave trade carried on between (he Jews and the Saracens of Africa. The 
Jews were the money brokers of the middle ages, as well as the slave deal- 
ere. It to more ttan probable that they ateoniaged the invasion of Spain by 
the Moore, and of France by the Normans, in revenge for the persecutions to 
which they were subjected by the ink^erant Christians. 

Wherever Charles cxtcndi>d hin conquests, he acquired more lands to bestow 
upon his courtiers and great men. who merely valued their vast estates for 
the number of slaves upon them, and the income that could be derived from 
them. His conqnests reduced to alareiy mlHions who had before been flree* 
men, and every country that was reduced by his arms was enfeebled by com- 
ing under his sway. He rulod over a vast empire, in which he himself sowed 
the seeds of dissolution. It fell to pieces at his death, not so much through 
the imbecility of his successors, as the inherent weakness of the social 
fabric. His battles and slaughtering campaigns, his devastatlona of whole 
countriea by fire and sword, hie repeated hivaidons to qneU ever-recurring 
♦ rebellions, his confiscations, his charters to towns, churches, convents and 
monasteries, his gifts to bishops and baroni, his edicts and laws, and his capitu- 
laries to regulate the government of the crown lands, all had not the slight- 
est reference to the rights and interests of the people, but treated them as the 
merest chattels, and lefb them not only without liberty and property, but with* 
out hope. 

The four centuries succeeding Charlenngno wore, throughout Europe, 
marked with disorder, turbulence, violence ami bloodshed. There was no law 
but that of the strongest. The feudal system grew out of this confusion. It 
was during this time that the numerous castles that bristle on every monntaim 
height and defensible steep, were erected by the feudal lords for purposes of 
self-protection and general plunder. 

William the Conqueror was the first prince whose power held in check the 
turbulent and independent spirit of the nobles. In his own yuuth he had 
witnessed the worst scenes of lawlessness and brutal ferocity. His tutor and 
fISTorite councillor was murdered in the room where William was asleep. 

The murderer, in his turn, was slidn in his bed without form of trial. His 
dukedom was rent and torn by quarrels, robberies, and assassinations, A 
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couspiraov was formed to dethrone and kill him. In his twentieth year he 
had to tight a battle against his rebellious vassals. To subdue tliem he made 
IMS of the swwdf poismi, mud the uauBiB** dagger. He wm merely Hie chief 
Mtvage of the brutal clan. 

A brief account of one family will exhibit the nuuuienuid character of the 
nobility for four centuries in all Kumjic. 

William de BelesmCf Count of Altu<;ou, surnamed Talvas, for some unknown 
reaaoB had fe?elted against Dnke Robert, WilUain'a fkther ; bnt being closely 
besieged In his oastie, he was Ibreed to snrreader at discretion. The Doke 
woald not grant him pardon until he presented himself before the army with 
naked feet and head, a saddle on his back, and a bridle in his mouth, as a 
beast for the duke to ride. This degradation broke his heart ; he bequeathed 
the task of revenge to his knighUy sons, and their deeds of ruffian violence 
med all Normandy with eonfbalon. The eldest was torn in j^eces by the 
people, the sec<Mid Ml by the stroke of a lance hiaa insigoiflcaBt ddrmish, 
and the third was murdered in prison by some barons, whose sense of out- 
rageous wrong was too keen to allow of their waiting for the slow process of 
legal redress. William Talvas, the youngest, the most turbulent and the 
Mostemel of tin ftnnily, Blfilsar?ived ; the death of his brothers had pntfafan 
hito possessioB of large estates, and allowed him to gratify his evil propensi- 
ties with impunity. His wife, Hildeburjra, disapproved of his condnct; the 
warmth of her remonstrances displcas^ed him, and he caused her to be 
strangled, while kneeling at prayers in the chapel of the castle. He sought 
another wilb, and invited to the noptiala, William of Gbroy, a noble knight, 
who was said to have been an nnsoccessAd candidate for the iady*a hadd. 
Giroy, though warned of the peril of treachery, accepted the invitation ; he 
•was received at the castle of Alencon with every appearance of courtesy and 
friendship ; Talvas even invited the young knight to remain and keep com- 
pany witii the bride, while he went to enjoy the pleasures of the chase. 
Bcareely, however, had Talvas qnitled the castle, when his servants, accord- 
ing to his orders, seized on the nnhappy Giroy, thrust out his eyes, cut <^ 
his ears and nose, and then drove him out of the castle to find his way homo 
the best way he could. Many similar anecdotes of this count's ferocity are 
related in the contemporary chronicles. But he was at length punished by the 
revoH nt his son Arnold, a son every way worthy of each a ftither. He raised 
the vassals of Tslvaa, expelled the eoant firom his domains, refused to make 
the smallest allowance for his support, and. left him to dii- in poverty and exile. 
Arnold himself, after a brief career of iniquity, was murdered in his bed. 
Buch and similar atrocities were common tliroughout France and the whole 
of Europe. 

When the nobles were thns emel and treaeherona to each other, what mnst 

have been their treatment of the unarmed and helpless serfs? Can we won- 
der at the unquenchable hatred of the peasant.s towards the aristocracy? 

A volume would not suffice to give an account of the oppressions of the 
people tiiroagh the long eentories from Charlemagne to the present tfane. 
Let those who desire to infbrm themselves refer to the ehronieles of the mid- 
dle ages, now rendered accessible to all, in the cheap publications of Bohn, 
In his antiquarian library. The story of the pastorers in Normandy, of the 
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Jftqnerie in France, will ihow how well the peaMnta imitated tiidr maeten in 

the arts of rapine and craclty. These oatbreaks were followed, at intervals 
for two centuries, by risings in variotw parts of the kiiipilotn ; and ended 
only in that volcanic eruption, the Kevolutiou, which fur a time swept kings, 
nobles, and priests, and every form of aristocracy from the face of France. 

The tales of Robin Hood, William of Cloodealy, and Adam Bell, and the old 
Baxon ballads exhibit the spirit with which the sturdy peasantry of England 
resisted the a-:=anlt.s of feudalism. The rebellions of Wat Tyler and Jack 
Cade have never yet been fully and fairly treated of by any hintorian. The 
conquest of England was in 1UG7, Wat Tyler's rebellion in 1380, and Jack 
Cade'a in 1460; The wars of the Roses, which inpiediately followed the laal 
iDsorrection, so crippled the nobles, and weakened their powar, that the mid> 
die and laboring classes have ever since, when united, been more than a 
match for the titled aristocracy, and have obtaiiie<l, through parliament and 
by legislation and judicial decisions, repeated recognitions of their rights, and 
oomptole onam^^tion. 

In Italy, the power d the blshcqpe of Rome, the growth of commwee, and 
the introduction of Grecian and Bffmftn leamfalg from Constantinople, had 
broken up the feudal system as early as the year 1300, but the merchant 
aristocracy of the cities, and the papal power have been more disastrous to 
the people — more paralyzing and oppressive than feudalism itself. 

In Germany the liradal aystemrem^ed in Aill vigor down to the year 1486, 
when the Emperor Hazimilian the First published his famous edict for the 
establishment of the public peace of the empire. Before this tiine every 
German noble, holding his lief from the emperor, was a petty monarch in 
his own domain, owing no allegiance but to the empervtr, and acknowledge 
ing no authority hot the remote, and scarcely felt, supremacy of the emphe. 
AmoQg the righta aeenred to them by imperial edict, was that of waging 
private war called Faustrecht (club law), after a three days' notice by way 
of defiance, called a Fehdbrief. Each baron had a fortress, from which ho 
issued to make predatory incursions upon his neighbors, or to plunder the 
merchants who dared to cross his territories. Beveral cf them would form 
teagnes for mntoal defence, or to make attacka upon the more poweilhl 
princes, the free towns, or the ecclesiastical states. 

While the great princes, the bishops, and free towns, approved the edict 
and combined to enforce it, the petty nobles resisted it. The struggle was 
fierce and bloody in many places, and while it was in progress, the peasanto 
and hondnnen remained in the most abject state of ignorance and oppresidon. 
The nobles and princes were only fif^Kting for the power to oppress, and 
whichever party might succcotl, the peasants wonH have merely a change 
of masters. Peasant insurrections burst forth which resembled in extent, 
and in atrocity, the Jaquerie of France, and that of Wat Tyler in England. 
One of the most formidable of these peasant risings was fai the time of Lather, 
and the great reformer, patronised and protected by princes, ftalmtaated the 
most coarse and bitter denunciations against them. The insurgents were 
beaten, and the aristocracy kept them in slavish subjection, until the decree 
of 1807, by which they were set free throughout Trussia. Similar decrees 
Lave since, in other Gorman states, and in the Aostrian empire, emancipated 
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nearly n\\ the serfs. But personal liberty lias not been accompanictl by poli- 
tical freedom. Old laws and customs, absurd muuicipal regulations, restric- 
tiT« doties and imports, the laws regulating trade, labor, marriage, and fhe 
rigbt of residence and removal from place to place, continnally remind the 
people of old oppressions, and bitterly impresa them witti the ftkctfhal per- 
sonal liberty is not the whole of freedom. 

In all the feudal couutries, the mass of the population, aside from the nobi- 
lity, was divided into three classes — slaves, villani, and freemen. The first 
had no right, hat, like cattle, -were treated and sold as the chattels of tfa^ 
master. The second were attached to the soil, adscripti gleba^ and were 
transferred with the fief; boiiL'ht and sold as a part of the real estate. The 
freemen were at first numerous. But as the feudal system gaiin-d ground, 
the small proprietors gave up their estates, and consented to hold them by 
feudal tenure, as the tenants and liege men of some powerM lord who could 
glTO them protection from the robbery and rapine of the petty barons. In 
many part** of France and Germany, however, the small proprietors persist- 
ently asserted their freedom, and lield on to their possessions. But the 
greater part of these independent proprietaries were situated remote from 
castles and cities, in districts far from the traveled paths of commerce, and 
distant fh»m the beaten tracks of armies. To distinguish them from fmdd 
lands, they were called allodial. The terms are the converse of each other* 
An allodial estate is one that i.s not snbji ft tr) anyrf iit, due. or exaction what- 
ever, from the owner to any higher or superior authority. The allodial tenure 
is now established as the legal ownership of land in most civilized countries. 
In the United States, in France, England, in most of the German States, and 
Is about to be introduced into Busshi. 

Perhaps a better understanding of what serfdom actually was in other 
countries, and a better appreciation of the present condition of Germany, 
may be gained from a glance at the c^iistiug serfdom of Russia. 

^Is i^at empire has mily a little whUe been anmbered among either 
Christian or civilized nations. Only a litUe while have her higher classes 
been on anything like an equality with those of Germany and Scandinavia, 
only a little while has she1)een onoc thonght of as a rival, thouirh she is now 
the most gigantic and formidable power on the continent, and makes the 
highest pretensions in all that belongs to nominal civilization. 

The first man who possessed influence over a sufficient number of people 
Uj accomplish a settled purpose, was Rnrik, who came from a little province 
in Sweden, called the country of the T^rssns. Tie was therefore a T?rs?E, 
and thus gave name to aj^this great empire, which has ever since been sub- 
ject to Uussiau princes. Yet he was little more than a border chief, and 
governed as the head of banditti rules his hordes. Next came four by the 
name of Ivan, whose deeds are thought worthy to be recorded in history, 
bnt need not figure in the simple annals of the poor, which are our especial 
province. 

Boris GodiuoQ* preceded Peter the Great. From him emanated the first 
formal decree concerning the people. The poor most ever be the servants 
of the rich, and when those in power are unprincipled and tyrannical* those 
who serve them are debased Into slaves. In Russia, as yet, the aerfe could 
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change masters at their will, and tindiag them.sclves in better conditiou on 
the farms of largo than small proprietors, they moved whenever they be- 
lieved it voald be for their interest Boris Godinoff saw that this perpetual 

Utgration was an injury to the small proprietors and the general interests of 
agriculture. He tliercfore issued a d(3rree, wliich bears iho date of Nov. 
2l8t, 1610, saying, that from tliis day all nii^iration should cease, and every 
peasant henceforth remain upon the farm where he was when this Ukase or 
decree was ianied. 

This measure proved beneflcisl to the presrat interest of the smsll proprie- 
tors and of agriculture, as it was intended, but excited the hatred of the 

larpe ones, and could not liclp resulting in final injury to the whole, so that 
ever after they numbered tiie day, upon which the decree was made, as one 
of the fatal dayi for the people, the first among the many which followed, in 
obedience to the will of her tyrants. 

The second Ukase, from the same source, was indeed a more terrible blow 
to the freedom and liapiiiness of the humble poor. Unt il now tlie number of 
serfs had been limited to prisoners of war, slaves {)urchased from foreign 
foes, and men who voluutarily sold themselves and their x^osterity. These 
(dasses were in no way identified with the fk>ee peasants, who cultivated tiie 
soil, or served as housdiold domestics. When masters for any reason wei^ 
dispIcaBcd with their servants, they sent them away, and not being able to 
find employment, they often joined bands of robbers, or became professional 
beggars. The second Ukase of Godinoff, therefore, ordained that all who 
had served in the boose of any proprietor a certahi period, shoold become 
serfiB, entirely at the disposal of their employersi who were not permitted to 
send tiiem away on any pretence. Thus originated this terrible system of 
serfdom, which has been so long the curse and reproach of Russia. Tims fell 
instantly into hopeless bondage thousands luul millions of helpless beings, to 
entail the same upon their children and children's children. The Emperor 
Nicliobs was <^n heard to deplinre their condition, but he did nothing to 
alleviate it. 

At the time of this decree there were araon;:^ sixty millions of people forty 
millions of serfs. Over the whole empire, except in the cities, there are only 
two cla.sscs — the master and serf. The serf is not allowed to own anything 
in his own right, and if he biiys anything must purchase it in the name of his 
mastw or lord, who may at his pleasure deprive him of it. 

Tlie different orders of nobility in Russia, as at present existing, were insti- 
tuted by Peter the Great, and consist of fourteen classes, all those belonging 
to them being employeps of the government. The fourth class and all up to the 
ninth cias^ iu the military orders, and up to the fifth in the civil order, confer 
personal nobility. The superior classes confer hereditary nobility, but there 
exists no relation between the classes and the places to wliich they give the 
right. Sometimes the place is sought in order to obtain the class, and some- 
times the class in order to obtain the place. lint tliough ori(rinating with the 
great Peter, it has never been a popular institution among the people, who 
have ever prayed earnestly for its abolishment. 

No proprietor can own serih without belonging either to the ninth class in 
the military or fifth class in the civil service. Once upon tlds p&Duoaole of 
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proatness, the privileffe of traBicking in haman flesh is addeil to his other 
hunot-H. The expreiis word of the law is, that a serf cannot be aold, but with 
the land upon whioli he resides, yet it is so easily evaded tiiat they are sold 
every day, riogly or in nambers, wfthout the least difflcnHy. In the contract 
the wofd Mre, or rent, is substttnted for sale, and one may hire as many serfs 
aa he ploasc?? for a hundred years. Ai)otber manner of evasion is to bribe 
the oflicers who record deeds of sale, and in various other ways proprietors 
barter their serfs, who have no security and uo hope but in the will of their 
masters. 80 tint without the ahame and pubBeity of a pnbUo auction, hmnaa 
beings arc sold — family ties are broken— mothers torn from their children, 
wives from their husbands, and the heart separated from all ft holds dear, and 
those who bid and buy, remove their chattels to a distant province, Mhere 
they may be again sold or rented in the same way — and again any number of 
times it may suit tbe ooDTonience of those InTested wKh snch power ; and so 
c^n is this done thai love of home or birtiiplace baa scarcely time to take 
root in the heart of the Russian peasant. But if it does, and the prospect of 
removal elicits an expression of attachment to the spot of his birth from any 
poor creature, and he prays to be allowed to remain amidst the scenes of his 
childhood, he is very likely beaten to core him of his folly. 

Alaat bow snrdy power and aelfliA indnlgence burden and cormpt the 
heart. How often it seems that privile}:^e and the means of cnltliralion destroy 
every germ of humanity in tlie sduI. Those who are free to enjoy every hap- 
])iuess and luxury, are the least willing to make sacrifices for the happiness 
of others. 

Wo select a flrom among the many stories we have learned, to fUostratd 
the condition of those who have no choice but to obey those who rale over 

them, and proving that humanity is everywhere the same. A Rnssian 
seigneur is conversing with his guest concerning his Ferfs, and exclaims : 
*' You SCO you do not know these people — such a race ; you know my wile — 
an angel of goodnesa: wen, she to principled against havlogmttried ftmma 
de dtambn. Yon see, if they are married they are no loi^r good for any- 
thuig; children come, and, in fine, how can you cxpeot a giri wbo is married, 
to hold herself rea«ly to obey the cnmmantis of her mistress — to conform to 
her habits? — no, impossible. You know my wife — an angel of goodness; it 
would be dithcult to liud a woman of such sweetness and sensibility ; her ser* 
vanta have not only an easy, pleasant life, birt a Paradise. I wID tell you a 
atory. We— my wife and I — were riding one day in the country, and saw a 
pretty girl standing at her father's door. We stopped to look at her, and my 
wife said: 'I should like her.' We talk with her, and conclude to take her- 
But she is au only daughter — an only child — and her father is uuwilliug to 
give her np. This to too fooUsb-^we take her, of covrse-^e weeps and 
prays to be left with her fhtimr, and he tells on his kneaa to Implore. Ko 
matter, wc can't indulge such selfishness. She goes with us and serves vm 
faithfully ton years. Then one day she enters my cabinet without knocking 
or asking permission, and falls on her knees at my feet. Such manners and 
familiarity I do not allow in my servants. A man dionld not thus lower his 
d^nity. 

" * SeignemMhtiieri' said she, * a favor f 
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"*What favor?' 

•* ' Permit me to marry** 

** I sftid, *■ yon know, yoo simpletonf thai y&w toMnm luM no o&er femme 
de chatnbre but yoa.' 

' Yc^. monaiear, but I wiU senro her jut m liitliftiUy aflenrardB m I have 

to tbi^ time.' 

* FoUy, folly, you kuow your mistNM does not keep married femmcs de 

***]fo]«aie ean take my plaee;' 

" ' Do you flare to argue with me?* 

*' ' It will be a."^ you wi.sh, but ' 

When I heard thid i really feared apoplejcy. Nothing wounds me like in* 
gratitude t I need no4 tell yon that my wifii ia an angel of goodness. One 
would think the blaokest ingratitude would be diianned before her. I drove 
Ariana flrom my presence, and would not believe she would longer harbor 
such ungrateful thoughts. I could not believe there could be in a human 
heart such baseness. Five months passed and I began to be at ease again, 
but the sixth month she came again with the same request. I drove her from 
me with anger, and threatened to tell my wife; but a UtUe afterwards, my 
wife came to me, beside herself with fear and distress. I aaid t 
' What is the matterr 

*' ' Ariana is' 

Yuu will understand — I blush to speak the word. 

*' 'Impossible, the wreteh I* 

M ( It ia Petrouehka the lacqnais.' 

'*I was confounded; but as for Petrouehka he was not so vcrygoilty— we 

conld easily punish the monkey ; but Ariana, the wretch ! 1 have no patience 
to speak her name. I could have shaven her head and driven her naked 
through the streets, the ingrate. Such an excellent femme de chambre— such. 
n loes to my wife, who is, aa yon know, an angel of goodness. Of eonrse we 
sent her away ; but my wife— yon know my wife— an angel of goodness, and 
she was attached to this creature. Oh, how such ingratitude cuts my heart. 
Say what you will, there is nothing else to be expected of this class of people — 
no delicacy — wolves ; but I have had a lesson," and here he turned away, and, 
adjusting his mantle, endeavored to eonqner hla agitation ! 

But Bometimee marriages am enfmreed rather than forbidden, for human 
beings are the necessary machines for the aggrandizement of the lord. They 
are obliged to marry when the master chooses, and in the way he commands. 
A girl of eighteen is compelled to marry a boy of twelve, whose father or 
some other member of the family becomes the father of her children until her 
husband is of age. Ifachlnes must be bom I 

There ia no power more absolute than that which the Russian seigneur 
exerts over his serfe^no class of people more helpless than those who serve 
a Russian lord. 

"Who are you?" demanded a gentleman of a man whom he met on the 
banka of a river wliioh watered the lands of the ridi lady Aleana TimHuia. 
Who are yon, and what is your trade V* 

"I am the fisherman of our lady." 

18* 
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A fine flaherman yon must be, with not a ainglo boat Upon the river." 
"What is the use of a boat if there are no fiah?" 

How long have yon been fiahemuui?'* 

Only seven yean." 
" And what were yoa befiwe?" 
"Coachman." 

" And why <li<l you kavc that business?" 
The new lady dismissed the equerries." 

"The lady who bought 110, Aleana Timftina yon know her>-a great lady, 

and no longer young." 

" No t hut why phe make you a fisherman?" 

" ( Jod knows. 1 was at her place of Tambeuf. She called together all the 
])euplo in her service ; when she appeared, we knelt to kiss her hand. After 
fhie she asked each of na wbat was our employment Wlien my tnm CKmo 
and I told her I was a coachman^ she said : * A ooachman ! A fine ooaehmaDi 

I should think, such a lookin*? creature ! Yon no longer belong to the nnmber 
of my equerries. Go shave your head and cut your hair; you will be in 
future the fisherman of my establishment, and if my fish pond is not kept in 
order yoo will bo ealled to an aeeonnt Bo you aee wbat li expected of me, 
bot I cannot make flsh, and should like to know bow a fish pond like this Is to 
be kf'])t in order.' 

''To uhoin (lid you belonfr before ?" 

" To Serge Sergheitch Pehtiref, who inherited UB. I was his coachman in 
the country, but iu the city he had another." 
Ton have been a eoaobman all your Hfe f " 
" Oh no, before I belonged to bim, I waa cook wben we itved in the oomh 

try, but not in the city." 

" To whom did you belon;; when you were cook?" 
" To his uncle of whom he inherited us." 
** And of whom did the nncle boy yonT" 
^^OfTitaniaYacilifevna." 
" And who was she ?" 

" Oh, she was the daughter of Bolkoff. She was never married — did you 
not know her ? She inherited us from her father ; she was our mistress twenty 
years." 

Were yon ber cook ?" 

" Yes, at first, but afterwards she made me Ko*fl'Cbe*nok.*' 

" Ko-fl chc-nok ! pray what is that ?" 

" I do not know, only they changed my name from Kuuzma to Auritown, 
and I was ottached to the ortice — our mistress ordered it." 
" Yonr real name was Konsma?" 
" Yes, Koozma." 

'•And you were Ko-o-che-nok seventeen or eighteen yean?" 

" No. 1 w;'.-; p;irt of the tiuie actor." 
'• Bah, what aort of ^n actor?" 

" Onr lady had a theatre in a large chamber, and I played." 
" And pray what part did yon playf" 
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"Oh, they dressed me up, and told nic to ^-o here and there, and say thiu 
And that, and I did as they told me. Ouce 1 was bliud man." 

What did yon do after tfais?*' 
" Next I was cook again 

Why did th<^y make you cook again?" 
" My brother had run aAvay." 

" Well, what did you do when you lived with this lady's father?" 

*^0h, in the fiunily of her fitther I waa all aorta of tUnga. At I was 
errand boy, then poeUllion— that is, when they drove foor horeea I was 
mounted on a high saddle upon tte left forward horae wifli a whip in my 
hand. After this, I was hunter." 

*' Hunter ! with horses or dogs ?" 

** Oh, both ; but I hart myself and the horses, and we were both made 
lame. The maater waa very angry and beat ma, and Hien aent me to be ap^ 

prentice to a boot maker in Moseow." 

" What ! you were already a man when they made yon hontery and new 
you arc sent to be apprentice to a bootmaker?" 

" I was then twenty years old." 
What ! you were an apprentice twenty yearaT' 
Yea; the maafee? ordered it, and I coold not help myaelf ; bathe died 
then, and I returned to the village." 

"But when did you serve as apprenticeship as cook?" 

" Oh, they do not need to leara that ; the women cook, and we taste, that 
is all," said the poor man, on whose wasted and jaundiced visage a smile 
tried in vain to play. 

"Wellj well; yon have had quite a vaiiety in your day; what will yon do 
now since you arc fisherman, and there are no fish ?" 

" I do not rom])lain, but tliank God that they have made me fisherman." 

" Are you married ? Have you a family V* 

<( Oh no, thia is impoaaible ; oor Iftdy doea not permit her aervanti to marry. 
* God forbid that I ehonld anflSsr thia,' ahe aaya." 

**HoW do you live, have yon a salary or any fixed wages?" 

" A salary ! Oli, sir, they give us food to cat, it is all that is necessary for 
us!" And this he seemed really to think, and to have no idea that it was 
possible for him to lill a higher and better destiny than thia of being bandied 
abont lake a bale of cotton, aobject to the oapricea of hearfleaa owners. The 
story is told by a Bnssian lord, and therefore cannot be su^ected of exagge- 
ration. 

The absolute power wliirh begins at the throne extends to all who exercise 
authority. There are no laws to protect the defenceless, notlung but iudivi- 
dnal responsibility to which they can appeaL The emperw is an autocrat^ 
his will for the moment is law. Whatever may be on the statnte book, he 
may at any time annul to gratify the slightest caprice. Peter tin- Great wished 
to advance civilization, and exerted his power as autocrat in the way he be- 
lieved would best promote this cud. But though his intentions were good, 
he was not infallible, and those who sneceeded him were neither so wise nor 
so good as he. Tet tiiey were ^atoorats all the same. If he could have lived 
n century longer, he could have constantly improved upon himself; for h-j 
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was ever ready to learn. But many who have sacceeded him have boon only 
too ready to sacrifice the good of the people to their selfish frratification. 
Even he sanctioned serfdom, and Catharine IL rewarded her paramours with 
•eiCsl 

An Mnniiig tmedote to given to dunr fhe dinger of absoliite ]>ower and 

absolute obedience with no intermediate steps upon which execntioners may 
pause before inflicting the blow, or to which the accused may appeal for jus- 
tice. Catharine had a favorite dog whom she had named Sunderland^ for an 
Englishman who had given him to her. He died suddenlyi and she ordered 
liim to be flUnned, metely eeylng, Let Sonderlnd be aUnned." The order 
WM transmitted flurongh various mouths to the proper authorities for per- 
forming the humane act of skinning, without comment, and, when it reached 
the executioner, he supposed himself ordered to flay a man who was origi- 
nally a foreigner, but had become a Bussian citizen and banker of the empress, 
and wlio bore the aeme name aa her dog.* It he dldnot obey initaatly a 
eoaunand of fhe empreas, he might anflbr the aame ynaWmiwiit hiouelf, and 
therefore prepared immediately the instruments for this reTolting operation. 
But the poor man being an oflicial of the empress, his title obtained for 
him a respite, and when she heard what had nearly been the consequence of 
her laconic words, she was in een atemilion , h«l only reflected upon it ae an 
individaal Instance, and not as a certain ellhct of niHinited power. How 
many heads have fallen in obedience to the mandates of kings and emperorSi 
who have themselves afterwards bitterly repented, and if there had been 
some restriction that prevented the immediate execution of tlicir decrees, 
their anger would have cooled, and lives, which perhaps they valued most, 
would have been qtared to limn. Those who obey antocnla are antomatons, 
and know that the penalty of disobedienee is oertaki death to tbeaHoIves. 

For every trifling off»*nce beating is the punishment; and it is quite possible 
to get beaten for no offence at all, as a poor man found to his sorrow, who 
went to the office of police with the passport of his master. When he returned 
with bitter lamentations he oomplained that he had received fifty blows of the 
Mton, becanae the emperor, In walUag, after a ralni when the streets were 
slippery, bad fallen, and those whose business it was to keep the streets in 
order had failed in their duty. They had been summoned to receive their 
pnnishment at the moment when he happened to enter to get the passport 
inspected, and all who were present were beaten without inquiry as to their 
gant And to tUta injostioe the master only replied, " Yery well, if yon did 
not deserve it this time yon wQl ailolher, and so yon have it in advance, wUoh 
is perhaps the best way." There seems scarcely ever to exist the attachment 
between the lord and liir! serf, which is so common between tlie necro and 
his master, and which is at least a mitigating circumstance in a relation so full 
of evil. Utter selfishness seems to be the resnlt in the bosom of man or 
woman who Is Invested with abaolnte eontrol over a fellow being. Who 
wonld believe it posalble that a woman's heart eoold become so hard, and the 

* A i>orcelaia cast of this famous dog may be »een at the Johaneso Palace of Dres- 
4ent made at the porcelain manoraetoi/ of tbat cit^ aft«r a dravinf ftinifdied by the 
■n^rcM OatherlQe |)erH)& 
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inllk of haman kindness so turiitnl to gall in her bosom, or the instincts of 
virtue bo sensualized and dcba.sod in her soul, as we could show by thousauda 
of iDBtanoM, dow mlljr happen^ wtera dw is allowed » life of aellldi indulg- 
oncef Wo givo anolior storj in tlio irotda of tbo anllior, who wttnoswd H : 

"This morning, whilst I was in company with the prince, there entered 
Dimitri, the valet de chambre of the prince, and Axiana, the femme de cham- 
bre of the princeHs. Dimitri was born upon the lands of the prince, and had 
aarfed in his hoiiBe 25 years. His service had commencod at the age of teoi 
at int byaorabUiig flootii dol«g orraada, amd acting aa postOUon, When 
. older he became laqiall, and afterwards ralet de chambre of the prince, aad 
had for twenty years fulfilled the duties of his office with a fidelity and devo- 
tion seldom equalled. In his attachment there seemed something of the 
instinctive and submissive afiection of the dog. His honesty was irreproach- 
able, owing periu^ to biB almoil iddatrow woiahlp of the inrtoee and ereiy* 
thing that belonged to Um. He entered slowly, with Axiana by his side, ex* 
hibiting his embarrassment by rubbing his check and hesitating how to com- 
mence hin petition. Axiana was dressed as a seamstress, and with her eyes 
cast down was blushing even to her ears. 

**DiMitri approaelied the prim, and aaked to klw Ua hand; hot imtead 
of oflbrlBf it» the prinoe, who aatieipated lowethiiig diiagreeablo, demiaded 
qatekly, * Well, what do you wish ?' 

" ' Your excellency/ stammered Dimitri, ' see, I am come with Axiana, and 
if your goodness would be so great— if you have nothing against it, I would 
like to marry her.' 

«"^at! whatdolbearr 
* It is a long thne, year ozeoUeiBey, ttat I have loved Axi^a ; yon know, 
your excellency, thnt we are from the same village — that she ia a good girU 
I have thought, 1 have hoped ' 

*^ ' You have thought — you have hoped that I would permit you to marry ; 
simpleton that yon are. Th«re are strange people tedead in fta world. 
Here fa Dimitri who thinks ha haa bnt to wink, and behold, ho iaestabUihed 
In a household of his own. No, sir ; I shall not consent.' 

"Dimitri and Axiana did not move, and at that moment entered the 
princess. 

" * What has happened?' asked she, seeing the prince angry, and tibe domea- 
tica oonfonnded. 

***It has happened,' said the prince, 'that this yonng gentleman haa 

demanded the privilege of marrying this young lady.' 

" ' Marrying !' exclaimed the princess, laufihinp at the same time derisively; 
* really this is curious enough. You wish to marry,' she added, looking at the 
two domestiea. 

*' Dimitri was abashed— Axiana Unshed and trembled* * Yes, tikis is fine 

indeed,' continued the princess; 'we raise these creatnres, feed and clothe 
them, and train them for our service, with the greatest pains and trouble, and 
scarcely are they fit for their places, when they wish to go. Ingrates !' 

** * But, your excellency,' said Dimitri, * wo will serve you fhithfuUy all our 
liTes.' 

The prinoe ahmgged hia shoulders and mnttered, *sfanpleton t' 
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"'Serve us!' iriod the priucess; 'are you a fool? }Io\v could Axiana 
serve me when &ha lias, or id having chiidrea ? Do you not see if jou marry 
we shall be obliged to leiid yon into ilie coaatryf 

* Ah, well/ Mdd Dimitri, * we will go into the country end work in tlie 

manufactory ; you shall be satisfied with us.' 

" 'Send you away?' excliiimed the prince, ' is it for this we have brought 
yoa up, made you a vcUet dt chambrej to work in a factory ? Speak !' 

"The two renelned litent. 

<( ( Ton eee, then, yon heTo ected like fools ; go 1 drive menfoge and all 

such folly from yoar heads. Think only of aerviqg yonrmastns, andpnyiQ^ 

to God ; this is mnch better. Go !' 

" They went out slowly and sadly. I was astounded and grieved, and said 
to the prince, 

" * These doneatloe Imto served yen a loQg time, lUfhAiny f 

" 'Yes; this knave, Dimitri, 25 years, and fhls gill, Aztana, 16 yean.* 

*' ' And they have been faithful to you?' 

" * Zounds, they are in y very best domestics ; and for this reason it is so 
base in theiu— for this reason their presumption exasperates me.' 

* On the contrary ; I ahonld have thought ttda wonid have been areaaon 
for granting tiiebr xeqnesL' 

"'What!' 

" ' Yes, I should have thought servicea so long and devoted, merited a re- 
ward, and I would have permitted them to marry, not only because they are 
honest and love one another, bat ft*om gratitude.' 

"The prinoesa smiled, and said, *tlkiB woold be the way in a novel or 
romance, but wc are actors in real Ufe, and when we have a good domestie 
it la policy to keep him as long as possible.' 

" ' But you break the hearts of these poor people, and perhaps drive them 
to sin. You abready complain of the immorality of your domestics. Are you 
not also gvilty, if yon flraa fbree them to gniltr 

" * Oh, we cannot descend to aisoment and details, we only know we wish 
to be well served. Indeed, does Dimitri think of deprivinp: me of my best 
ftmmt de chambre? We will see; if he still persists in marrying;, we will 
furnish liim with a wife that we can spare better, and that will do just as well 
for him.'" 

This is the religion 4f a woman who professes to be governed by CSiristian 

principle— the morality of a woman who considers herself a model of purity. 
She is what the world calls moral, because she has had no temptation to be 
otherwise, but her code concerns only dukes and princes. What her servants 
may be she cares not as long as they serve her wdl. For heiaelf she prob- 
ably made a marriage of love, bnt what right has a dooMStio to pretend to a 
heart, or even to human feeling ? As far as affection and morality are cett' 
cerned he is looked upon as a brute, and for disobedience he deserves only 
the scourge. What must be the life of those compelled to such a cold and 
heartless servitude if How can they feel even a brute's regard for their 
masters? and not being permitted to love one another, how can there be a 
single stimulant to exertion— a single sweet in the bitter cop of life? 
The marriage bond among serfs has none of tiie aaoredneas and permanency 
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tiiat it impliei) luuuug buperior beiugs, but may be reut asuuder by thu ma^tur 
at his pleasure, and women in high station are ao bnitalixed tliat tltey look 
upon the marriage covenant aa a tie subject entirely to their intereiti and 

caprices. We have read, in good authority, the story of a countess who, 
having been absent many years from her estates, returned to find her slavea 
had formed many niarriagen in her absence, and though they had been con- 
secrated with all due ceremony by priest and before the altar, she did not 
hesitate to rend them asonder, beeanse they were not aooording to her ideaa 
of phyBi<dogical fitness. In a fury 8he said to the intendaiDt» Is tlda the way 
yon execute my orders? Marrying blonds with browns, and browns with 
reds? Setul that fool of a priest to me ; is this the way to marry pooplc? 
We will have this sottiahness remedied." The priest came, and after a violent 
reprimand, waa obliged to go to drardi to bind, in new Ui^ tlioae whom ka 
had stopidly pronoonoed "Imsband and wife/' and awved **Ood bad Joined 
together." The countess evidently had not beoome a convert to a more 
modern theory of marrying according to physiological developments ; she 
wished "blonds to be married to blonds, and browns to browns," and the 
old ties being severed, the new ones were formed according to her ideas of 
the order and fiteeas 4^ things hi the hdy itoto of matrimony* 

When we conii^ to write of German peasantry, we shall see many thinga 
sad to bcliolil, but it will be a pleasant contrast to all this. But even the ser- 
vitude here, and the miserable state of those who arc in bonds have in them 
nothing to excite our horror, or move our pity like the debased and brutal 
hearts of those who are lorda and kdiea. Sure^ it ia btMer to be the traai- 
pled serf, than liim who tlias mtUaialycnuhea the Mood ftom hnman hearts, 
and looks on unmoved to see the writhings of a human soul. Who would 
take the gift of such a power, after once having seen its effect on him who 
exercises it? Who would not shudder at the thought of being transformed 
from a being of love and mercy, to a cold and heartless ezecntioner, to whom 
blood and anguish have become pleasant tfahiga, and aelfish gratifloation tht 
one only object of latorest in life ? The amf is to be pitied, but may he never 
become something a thonsaad timea mote deplorable, tha nnbiidled niastar 
of another. • 

In Germany we shall see poverty, but in every home, however humble, 
there will be the light of love, and where this boms bright, the darknawa wfil 
not be aU darkneaa.- ▲ h^^py ftanlly doea not sink nndar tha we%ht of 
poverty. There is no evil so great that love will not lighten it, no cup so 
bitter that love will not sweeten it, and though there may be now and theu 
a happy household, and indissoluble links between loving hearts among 
slaves, there is ever the harrowing fear.that they will be ruthlessly blighted 
and sundered, and too often the more harrowing reality of broken and bleed' 
log heart-strings and desolation of spirit. 
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Mrmmx CL — {Page 12,) 

Tbb ranaiks of the authoress upon the character and capacity of govern- 
ment officials are worthy of attention in this country. It is to be hoped that 
the time will never come when offices, in state and nation, from President 
down to fence viewer, will be held for life or for long terms. Rotation in 
<Ac«, irliefliMr broqght About by the triamph and defeol of rival ptrtiefl, or 
by the iwnoval of old, tad appointawaftor neir ofltohdiriB* MlntevypriBoiple 
in politics. If the pnblio eaflbr anch f^om the inexperience, ignorance, and 
venality of new men, all history proves that incapacity and conniption are 
certain evils nnder hereditary or life-long rulers. 

Ab long ago as 1821, Baron Stein, in a letter to Von Gagern, expressed 
opinlona of the govenuneni offleiala alrikingly aindlar to thoae of the text 

**For myself I can say nothing more about pnblio aflhtars than that while I . 
have little confidence in the present leaders, I have an unbounded trust in 
Providence ; and that necessary as a constitution is to Prussia, and beneticial 
aa it would be, if fairly worked, I expect nothing from any machinery, which 
vill Booeaaarily be oppoeed by the persona who havo p oo aeas i on of the king's 
oar, anAtikaoonitlninaBM geneffal|y: and I aee plainly ttat we are still, as 
we have hitherto been, to be governed by salaried persona, tquijtped toith 
mere book learning, without any substantial interest in the country, without 
property, by mere bureaucratists — a system which will last so long as it can 
list *Dof geht so lange es gekL* 9hMS wotda oiH^ahi tta aoid of ovr and 
aneh Uke apiritiesa gewmiiwl wuMmi In the first place salaried— and 
this implies a tendency to maintain and to multiply the number of salaried 
officials ; then book-learned-— thd^t is living in the world of the dead letter and 
not in the actual world ; toUfiout interesi — for these men stand in no connec- 
tion with any class of the citizens who are the ma^ of the state : they are a 
peculiar eoste these men of the quill ; lastly, leittsHf pntpurljf this impBea 
that they stand unmoved by all changes that aflfect property, in sunshine or 
in rain, with taxes high or low, with old chartered rights maintained or des- 
troyed, with independent peasants or a rabble of mere journej men, with a 
dependence of the peasants on the proprietors, or of all on the Jews and the 
bankers, it ia all one to the bureaucracy. They draw their salary firom the 
public pnrse, and write— write^wxite o n see r elty— rteatty-^TistMy with 
shut doors — unknown— unnoticed— unnamed — and bring up their children 
after them, to be what their fiatheni were-^very serviceable writing ma- 
chines. 

«(Oor machinery—the old military machinery— I saw fUl on the 14th Octo- 
ber, 1806 ; possibly the machinery of the desk and the quill and the red*tape 

has a 14th of October already doomed for it in heaven." 
Words of sober truth and serious import, of wliioh we should take heed in 
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tlilB country, tad nem tot fhe idea gain ground Hiat governnient it a fldng 

apart IVom the people— on instrnlnent to rnlo the people — instead of a crea- 
tioa of the people to manage their joint interestB, and promote fhe general 
welfare. 



APPENDIX D.— (Page 86.) 

CoMt'AUE the remarks of the authoress, with the following eztnet flrom 
Aliiiou'a History of Europe. Vol. ii., Chap. 48, page 5H6. 

Gerard David de ScUarnhorat, who was now intrusted with the military 
dhrectton of Proaaia, and whose great eeientiflc ahiHtieB snbae^pmitiy rendered 
him 80 diatingnwhed in the fields of Enropean glory, had quitted the Hanoverian 
servioe for that of Prussia in 1801. Taken prisoner at LUbeck, hvt anbse- 
quently exchanged, he had powerfully coutributed, by his decisive conduct 
at the critical moment with Lestocq's corps, to the brilliant result of the bat- 
tle of Eylau. la him a blameless life and amiable manners were combioed 
with the pnreat patriotlBm and the sonndeet Judgment; exalted attainments 
were nndisflgured by pride ; vigor of thought was adorned by simplicity of 
chanicter. The perfection of the French military organization, as well as the 
energy of their army, a[>peared to him in pninful contrast beside the numer- 
ous defects and dejected spirit oi that over which he now presided ; but, in« 
Stead of sinkUig in despair under the diffienlties of his sttoation, he wa8>>nly 
inspired by the magnitude of the evil with additional ardor in the Work of 
amelioration, and induced, like Stein, to take advantage of the general con- 
stcrnation to cfiFuct several salutary reforms, which, in more tranqnil times, 
might have been seriously obstructed by the prejudices of aristocratic birth 
or the suggestions of interested smbitimi. Boldly applying to the military 
department the admirable principles by whfch Stehi had seeured the affeetiona 
of the burgher classes, he threw open to the whote citizons the higher grades 
of the army, from which they had hitherto been excluded, abolished the de- 
grading corporeal puiiis^hments by which the spirit of the soldier had been 
withered, and removed those invidious distinctions which, by exempting some 
classes from the burden of personal service in the army, made its weight lUI 
vift additional severity <» those who were not relieved. Every ^arbnent 
of the service underwent his searching eye ; in all he introdnced salntary re- 
forms, rectified experienced abuses, and electrified the general spirit by oj»en- 
ing to merit the career of promotion ; while the general strength of the army 
waa dl«ntly aogmwoled to an extent which afterwards became in the highest 
degree important, by the introduction of an equally simple and effloacious 
regulation. By the subsisting engegements with Napoleon, it was ))rovided 
tliat Prussia should not keep on foot more than forty-two thousand men, a 
Stipulation which at once cast her down to the rank of a fourth-rate power, 
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and totally disabled her from assnming the attitude of resistance to the nunier' 
OU3 and honrly-inrrciisinjr d(Mnr\nds of tlip French armies. To cliido its opera- 
tion, and at the same time avoid any direct or obvious infringement of the 
treaty, he took care never to have more than the agreed oa number of men 
at oooe in •mw; bat no sooner were the yonnf eoldim laffioiently drilled 
than they were sent home to their hearths, and other recruits called to the 
national standards, who in like manner, after a brief period of service, made 
way for others in succession. By this simple but admirable system, which is 
the true secret of the political strength and military renown of Prussia, so 
mnch twjrond flie physical resonrcea of tht monarchy, a military spirit waa 
difflued throngH fha wholft population; servioe in the army came to he eon- 
sidered, instead of a degradation, as an agreeable recreation, after the severe 
labors of pacific life ; the manner, carriajre, and intelligence of those who 
returned from their standards were so superior to those of the rustics who 
hadremained at home, that no Prnmian damsel would look at a yoofh who 
hadnotaemdUacomrtry; the passion for arras becamannivefBal; and while 
forty ^oosand mily were enrolled in the re^^ular armyf two hundred thousand 
brave men were trained to armSi and ready at a moment's warning to join 
the standards of their ooontry. 
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'* annual dinner 1115 

Brickmaking 327 

Bruges, decay of 103 

Brunncn 211 

" an adventure 212 

Butter 285, 221 

a 

Calling, etiquette of 334 
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Carts and carriages 32S 

Charlemagne ^49, IM 

Chastity, want of, 90, 95, 130, 230, 

Chimney sweeps aS2 

Christmas SM 

Chivalry IM 

Cider making 325 

Cities, cleanliness 270 

Citizenship 2M 

Clocks 221 

Coblentz, city of Ifil 

Coflec 2fi 

Cologne, city of ISl 

Commerce HiQ 

" of the Rhine 113 

Confirmation .S40 

Conventionalities 211 

Costumes, 24^ 46^ 73, 240^ 299^ 321^ 
aiil, 215, aiiL 

Cottages of peasants 22S 

Cows and women 2fifi 

Crusades, influence of 22 

Curiosity 2fi2 

Custom-house 43 

D. 

Ditmersh 52 

Divorce « 311 

Domestic life, 27, 220, 228^ 239, 
244, 256, 209, 295. 

Dreysam, river in Baden 2S2 

Dutch on the Vistuhi SSI 

E. 

Easter in Vienna 315 

Economy 22Q 

Education ^ 262, Sfifi 

Eyarstadt 52 
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Emigration to America .'^89 

Kuiina and Eginhard, legend of 211 

Erz Mountains 

Etiquette SM 

F. 

Fairs and markets 131, 152 

" agricultural 299 

" humors of 157 

Farmhouses .147, 2M 

Farms and farmers. . 129, 285, 
Festivals. . 226^ 811^ 340, 358^ 'iM 

Feudalism ^ 74^ 96^ liil 

Feudal system 407 

Fine arts .17. Ill 

Flax, cultivation of 

Food 287. 331. Sli 

Frankfort, police 67 

" quarrel at a ball. . . fiB 

Free cities lo3 

Freiburg 282, 299 

Fruit, how to preserve 225 

Funerals . , 224^ alfi 

G. 

Games .241, ai9 

Game laws 242 

Garden festivals 305 

German States, lack of unity . SS 

" Yankee 2S2 

Germany three centuries ago . 179 

Girls, education of 2Qh 

** sold at auction 25 

Gleaning 144 

Goar, in Rhenish Prussia 25 

Going to church M. 

Grape cure 213 

Graskrinig, festival of 362 

Guilds and trades 115 

Guttcnberg (art of printing) . . 183 

H. 

Hanscatic League IM 

Health and longevity 21fi 

Herman, steamship 11 

Higgins, Edward, Capt 11 

Hinnnolreich 28:i 

Hockheim, its vineyards 208 

Holcnthal 2S3 

Holstein 52 
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Homberg, watering place . ^ 

Housekeeping 162, 252 

" in North and 

South Germany '. . . IfiS 

House furniture 2R6 

I. 

Indian corn 238, 222 

Ingelheim, palace at Mayence. IMl 

Inns 293j 222 

" for apprentices 121 

' Inquisltivencss 22Q 

Introductory 2 

Invention SSI 

Irrigation 112 

J. 

Jews 187, 213 

Johannisburg, palace of 2ii5 

K. 

Kitchen economy 122 



Lace weavers of Saxony 322 

Land, subdivision of 266 

" taxes 267 

Language 53 

Legend of Charlemagne 190 

Lcipsic, agricultural congress . 12fi 

Liberty 511 

Liebfrauenmilch 211 

Linen, and washing 252 

Luther, birthplace 183 

monument to at Worms 32 



Making her luck 14 

Maria Tafel 343 

Mariazelle 343 

Marriage 231, 269, 295, 311 

" certificates 150 

■ registry .160, 231 

Mayence, city of lJi2 

Military quarrel at a ball 8& 

Military system 72, 83, 86, 121 

Miners of Saxony 322 

Morality .230. 2SS 

Mother, but not married 2M 
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Music and theatres 125 

N. 

Nassau, passports 61 

agricultural racetiugs. 128 

" ]{runncn of. 211 

Nuremburg, famous for toys, lJi2 

0. 

Occupations liJS 

Odenwald 221^ 235, 2hQ 

OfHce, rotation in fi2 

Official life 12 

Officials 01 

Oldenburg Slfi 

P. 

Packer 115 

Palatinate 21Q 

Palmers ail 

Papers 2fi3 

Passports 6l 

Pastor's welcome , ^12 

Peasants ^54^ 406 

Peasantry, love for America. . 124 

" mode of life 133 

" morality ISfi 

" improvement of, 184, 2fi3 
30*7. 

Pfingsten, or Whitsuntide 330, aSl 

Pic-nic aa 

Picture galleries la 

Police, intermeddling 65, 69 

Politeness 228 

Postillions 281 

Prussia, liberation of the serfs 51 
" governmental control 59 
" northern 816 

R. 

Raising 312 

Rank, distinction of Ifi 

Religion 131 

Rhine, valley of 112 

" cities of. ISfi 

" Gau, famous for wine. . 204 

" its commerce 113 

Roman conquest of Germany. 91 

Rotation in office 62 
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Rowdyism 122 

Russia, serfdom in 407 

a 

Salmon 332 

Sand and saw-dust 1£ 

Sauerkraut 253 

Sausages 210 

Saxony, miners and lace-wcav- 

era 312 

Scharnhorst, Baron 125 

Schleswig .62^ 375 

Schools 2fiQ 

Serfs and serfdom, 54^ 75, 407. 414 

Servants, complaint of 163 

Servile War .182, 208 

Sewers, want of 210 

Shrines 841 

Silesia, its laces 1112 

" famine of, 1848 303 

Silk, culture of. 202 

Smoking, scene on a steamboat 231 

Social life 368 

Soldier, derivation of word ... 81 

Spinning circles 313 

Sport, fondness for 367 

Sprees 122 

Staring and impoliteness 19 

St. Bartholomew's day 381 

Stein Baron 63 

Stein, Baron von .65, 405 

Stoves, porcelain 288 

Straw braiding 29Q 

Styria 301 

St. Werner 211 

Sunday pic-nic 3fi 

" observance of 3fia 

Superstitions .149, 290, 877 

T. 

Taxes 266^ 292 

Tiles 321 

Titles 333 

Thra.?hing grain 321 

Thuringia, manners and cus- 
toms 361 

Tobacco 23fi 

U. 

Unity 19 
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V 

Vienna, Eaatcr festival 345 

VillaRo life 272, 311 

Villunje raising ai2 

Vinovards 198^ 235 

Vintage 2M 

W. 

Walled towns 112 

Watering places 41 

Washing 2S2 
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Wedding customs. . . 314, 363, SSQ 

'* trousseau 43 

Westphalia 325 

Whitsuntide 330, Ml 

Windmills 2M 

Wine, product of ... 201 

** new, effect of drinking. 218 

Winkel, its wine cellars 207 

Women, hard labor of, 41, 133, 2M 

Wooden utensils 
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